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Foreword by Michael Green


This is a fascinating book which will gain a wide readership and stir up a variety of emotions. I am very pleased to have the privilege of commending it to the study of thoughtful Christians who care about their faith, because I think it is likely to prove one of the most significant religious books published this year.


What makes it so special?


In the first place, the origin of the book makes it special. Islam and its challenge to Christianity is not a topic that David Pawson had spent much time on previously. And yet, as he relates in the Prologue, he was being prepared for it over many years. The sudden conviction that he should tackle the subject came to him in the midst of a talk by the Islamic specialist Canon Patrick Sookhdeo. David is well known for the fact that at times a prophetic gift comes to him and drives him in a certain direction, and that is what happened on this occasion. Consequently, the book is written with an unusual and deep sense of compulsion.


Secondly, this book is special because to tackle such a subject is perilous. It would so easily render the author liable to the charge of narrow-mindedness, lack of charity or even racism. The book is certainly not politically correct, and makes no attempt to be. In an age when it is commonly thought that all religions lead to God, and that it is improper to criticise any of the world’s religions, David Pawson has some highly critical things to say about both Christianity and Islam. He is not out to attack either of these great faiths, but he is pointing out weaknesses which need to be recognised, and incompatibilities which have to be faced.


Thirdly, this book is special because of its theme. Pawson believes, with good reason, that Islam is the greatest external challenge to Christianity. It is growing much faster than the Christian faith, and is spreading widely over the globe. Many of its leaders have expressed the goal of world supremacy, to bring all people to the obedience of Allah. Moreover he shows that Christianity, at least in the West, is in poor shape and utterly unable to withstand the youthful enthusiasm and aggression with which Islam prosecutes its cause. He foresees the day, not indefinitely removed, when an effete Western Christianity will not be able to stand up to the vigorous advance of Islam, which is already the second largest religion in the world. The massive numbers of immigrants from Islamic lands coming into Britain, and the feeble grasp on Christianity of many of the churches combine to persuade him that England is very likely to succumb to the passionate convictions of the Muslims, who already nearly equal the size of the established church in these islands. This suggestion is no scare tactic, but a carefully documented examination of the comparative confidence of the adherents of the two faiths in spreading their beliefs. Muslims have already targeted twelve major cities in Britain. England might soon become a Muslim country. If that seems wildly improbable, read on!


David Pawson does not claim to be an expert on Islam, but he is well read and has spent time in Islamic lands. I am no expet on the subject, but his information seems to me to be well founded and accurate; it presents the crescent advancing and the cross declining in this once Christian country. I am very impressed at the restrained and gentle way in which he handles these contentious issues. There will be those who violently oppose his thesis, of course, but they will not, I think, be able to cavil at the gracious way he makes his points.


The book falls into two parts: the Islamic resurgence and the Christian response. The first part of the book is required reading for anyone who thinks this thesis is scaremongering; the second is no less requisite for any who feel that Christianity in this land is doomed. Once again the prophetic chord is struck. David believes that reality, relationship and righteousness are three key words borne in upon him by God’s Spirit for Christians to take to heart. He mused on the words for a long time, and Chapters 8–10 are the result. They could stand on their own as an introduction to authentic Christianity.


Chapter 11 wrestles with the issue of whether reconciliation is possible between Christians and Muslims. David Pawson makes it abundantly clear that the Christian God and the Muslim Allah are very different, but in the spirit of his master, he is concerned not so much with confrontation as with clear sighted reconciliation.


The final chapter is the most controversial. He believes that in the last analysis Islam is false and will not be able to stand at the return of Christ, and he dares to expound and apply the rather obscure New Testament teaching about the Antichrist and the great Tribulation. While Muslims believe that Jesus will return to show himself a devout Muslim and to lead the human race back to Islam, Christians believe Jesus will return to save Israel ‘as a whole’; to defeat the Antichrist; bind and banish the devil from the earth; and reign over this world for 1000 years before the final judgement which will usher in a new universe for renewed people. There will be no place for other religions then: at the name of Jesus every knee will bow.


Not all Christians will agree with Pawson’s reflections on the end. Nor will all welcome his conclusion about Islam. But few can argue with his three final questions – will we survive, will we suffer, and will we swell? (That is to say, will we have the enthusiasm and passion to spread the gospel, yes, even to Muslims?) He concludes that if we cannot do it now, we shall not do it then. But no, that is not quite his last word. He invites readers to go back and read those three central chapters – on our knees.


Some years ago I believed that the future lay either with an aggressive Communism, a resurgent Islam or a renewed Christianity. Now only two of those options remain. With great courage an internationally known teacher, David Pawson, has stuck his neck out and invited us to face the alternatives – and act in the light of our conviction. It is a bold book, and it is immensely significant to us all because, since 9/11, we simply cannot hide our heads in the sand about the relationship of the two greatest faiths in the world. We have to make up our minds.


Canon Dr Michael Green


Advisor on Evangelism to the


Archbishops of Canterbury and York






Foreword by Patrick Sookhdeo


David Pawson has sounded a wake-up call to the Church in the UK. The British Church increasingly faces not just a loss of members but also a lack of theological certainty and conviction. The ravages of secularisation have taken their toll on her and pluralism has marginalised her, creating a vacuum which Islam is now fast filling.


From analysing the nature of contemporary British society David Pawson moves on expertly to describe the growing influence of Islam in Britain. Over the last hundred years, Islam has grown at a phenomenal rate. From a religion which seemed to have no future it is now vibrant, confident and assured. In the British context, its growth and increase in the post-war period have been considerable, and it is now established with structures, institutions and networks. It is a part of the British landscape and is increasingly moving towards a position of dominance.


This book is not primarily about Islam but rather about the dangers facing Christians and the Church in the UK. It is a most timely and crucially important work. Not everyone will agree with all that it contains, but it throws light on a subject which British Christians cannot afford to ignore any longer. David Pawson has shown great courage in seeking to face the Church with unpalatable truths.


Rev Dr Patrick Sookhdeo


Director, Institute for the Study of Islam and Christianity in London






Prologue


THE STORY BEHIND THE BOOK


I looked in the mirror and a stranger stared back at me. One side of his face hung down, twisting his mouth at an odd angle.


I knew immediately I was the victim of a stroke. But the family doctor was not so sure, suspecting Bell’s palsy, since only the face was seriously affected. It was a matter of weeks before I could get a proper diagnosis from a consultant neurologist, who confirmed a stroke. However, tests revealed that blood pressure, artery flow, sugar and cholesterol levels were all well within normal limits. An MRI brain scan revealed clear damage to the cranial nerves affecting my throat, tongue and lips and that is still apparent, months later.


The physical setback gained significance from preceding and following events.


A few weeks before, I had been speaking at a Pentecost camp for over thirty thousand Christians on a polder in the Zuider Zee in Holland, where I had picked up a virulent throat infection. Twenty-four hours later, I had flown to America to address a national convention and speak at seminars up to six hours per day. A three-plane journey brought me home exhausted. But I had rested for a week and was much relaxed when stricken out of the blue. Was this ‘nature’ or even the Lord telling me to be my age (I’m in my seventies) and ease up on my itinerating ministry?


But an engagement a few weeks after seemed to throw a very different light on my condition. I had committed myself to making an all-day recording, audio and video, on the subject of this book: ‘The Challenge of Islam to Christians’. A room at Waverley Abbey in Surrey had been booked, expensive equipment hired and an invited audience informed. Now it looked as if it could not be done.


Word about my problem spread rapidly, even on the Internet. Hundreds prayed that I would have sufficient speech and stamina to record this vital message, many convinced that ‘the enemy’ was trying to prevent the message from being given and released. In the event, I was able to speak for five and a half hours, though towards the end I was having to stand on one leg, my left side in the grip of cramp (men in the front row told me afterwards they were poised to catch me). Anyway it was ‘in the can’.


Response has been phenomenal. Tapes have been demanded by thousands here and overseas. The message has attracted attention in the media: press, radio and television. Now my publishers, Hodder & Stoughton, have requested this book, which enables me to expand and explain my burden.


The most surprising aspect is that until January 2002, I had no interest in, much less intention of, addressing this subject; others having far greater knowledge and experience of Islam than I. Yet in hindsight, I can see that I was being prepared for it over five decades, the second half of the twentieth century.


In the 1950s, I had been a chaplain in the Royal Air Force and was posted to its base in Aden. My ‘parish’ stretched along the south coast of Arabia through Riyan, Salalah and Masirah, up the Persian Gulf through Sharjah to Bahrein and included visits to Yemen, Somaliland, Ethiopia and Kenya. I was in the heartland of Islam. My wife, first child and I lived in an Arab town inside the crater of an extinct volcano, reached through a tunnel in the rim. Awakened each morning by the muezzin call to prayer, we got used to seeing men pray at street corners throughout the day. As ‘OD’ (other denominations than RC and C of E) chaplain I was responsible for Muslim airmen as well, my first ‘duty’ to ensure their diet was free from pork fat. I learned we had to be very careful during Ramadan since tempers were more volatile with the daily fasting and nightly feasting. I remember the shock of encountering the rough amputation of a thief’s hand in the market place; the expression on his face, while his stump was cauterised in pitch, haunted my dreams. From a third-floor balcony I saw a bunch of excited men dragging a naked woman by her hair in the dust; I wanted to intervene but friends told me it was the law, the penalty for adultery being death by stoning, the same in Muslim law as in the Mosaic. Above all, I discovered that the death penalty also applied to any who converted from Islam to Christianity, baptism being the focal point of such an act of ‘treason’ (which led me to re-examine and later refuse the christening of babies). This first experience of living abroad was something of a culture shock and I cannot say I was unhappy when flown home as a ‘casevac’ (casualty evacuation).


In the 1960s, I paid the first two of seventeen visits to Israel. One was purely nostalgic, to see the places mentioned in the Bible. The second, right after the famous ‘Six Day War’, drew my attention to the people now living in the places. Touring the Golan Heights with an Israeli major, picking our feet over live ammunition, I asked how they had taken these hills packed with Russian-made guns; by way of answer, he simply pointed to the sky. It was during that astonishing conflict that I reached two conclusions, which have been controlling convictions ever since. The first was that God has not finished with his chosen people (I had never really noticed that the New Testament already said this in Romans 11). The second was that the troubles in the Middle East are religious as well as political, spiritual as well as social, theological as well as geographical, involving two gods as well as two peoples. Subsequent history has deepened both beliefs.


In the 1970s, a new note crept into my preaching. I found myself saying that Islam was a far greater threat and challenge to Christianity than Communism, though we were still in the Cold War. When the Shah of Persia celebrated the two-thousand five-hundredth anniversary of his country and gave himself a new title: ‘King of Kings and Lord of Lords’, I announced his fall, which took place shortly after. I had not anticipated his replacement by the Ayatollah Khomeini, whose establishment of the Muslim (Shariah) law turned a pro-Western regime into an anti-Western one (Iran). It was an ominous precedent.


In the 1980s, I was due to take part in an Easter Saturday march, culminating with a public preaching in a car park. Around midday my wife and I were driving along the Mile End Road in East London towards the magnificent new mosque when its doors burst open and hundreds of men, many in their prime, poured into the street, holding up the traffic for some time. Later, we drove on to our destination, and walked down a high street the next day with a few hundred Christians. But women outnumbered men and the men were either young or older, few in their prime. On the way home I asked my wife, if she were a gambler, which religion she’d put her money on; her instant response was: ‘Obviously, Islam’. The stark contrast stayed in my mind.


In the 1990s, Ahmed Deedat, a Muslim propagandist based in South Africa, challenged any British Christian to debate the rival merits of Islam and Christianity in the Royal Albert Hall in Kensington. Clive Calver, then director of the Evangelical Alliance, urged me to enter the ring. But I was very reluctant, having heard about my opponent’s persuasive charm and sharp intellect, and suggested other far more able candidates. None would take it up so it came back to me. However, when the event was advertised my name had been replaced by that of an Arab evangelist from America. Though relieved, I would like to have been informed of the switch and feared he was not well known enough in the UK to draw much Christian support and that the Muslim speaker would mock our failure to produce a British defender of the faith. All my fears were realised and the largely Muslim audience revelled in the clear victory of their champion, so much so that the Alliance disassociated itself from a repeat performance in Birmingham. In retrospect, I believe I was preserved from a premature confrontation, since I was far from ready for such a challenge. Nor was the time ripe.


The new century contained three significant events linking me again with Islam.


The first was the horrific disaster of ‘9/11’, the collapse of the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York, after being hit by aeroplanes hi-jacked by suicidal pilots. Like many, I saw it actually happen on television. The biggest shock was not the fragility of the structures, nor the appalling loss of life including rescuers, but that it was deliberately done in the name of religion, the name of the god of Islam, Allah. Five days later I spoke to a group of churches in Southampton. While concentrating on the fundamental question of why God allows such suffering, I included some comments on the religious factor, which many found enlightening. The world now wanted to know more about this faith and whether such acts of terror were a true or distorted expression of it. Tapes of my talk went far and wide and led many to repentance as they took God more seriously (six adult children of one man all came to faith through it and the rejoicing father died a few months later).


The second was a visit to a nearby grammar school. A mullah had been invited to speak about Islam and the school was buzzing with interest in this unfamiliar religion. A concerned member of staff (not the Head of Religious Studies, a declared atheist!) begged me to come and restore interest in Christian things – if he could persuade the headmaster to give me fifteen minutes in an assembly. He did and I faced 850 boys and thirty teachers. It had taken days to prepare such a short talk (longer ones take much less!), which would later become the basis for Chapter 9 in this volume. By all accounts it achieved its purpose, and interest in the novelty was replaced with a concern for the truth, for which I am truly grateful.


The third was a meeting I attended in Reading in January 2002, little dreaming that it would radically change my life, from a very gradual retirement to being right back in the public eye. The announced speaker was Dr Patrick Sookhdeo, who has graciously written a foreword for this book. I went along simply to get a little more insight and information concerning Islam, from an acknowledged expert on the subject.


In the middle of his talk, both unexpected and unrelated to its contents, I was suddenly overwhelmed with what could be described as a premonition that Islam will take over this country. I recall sitting there stunned and even shaking. We were not just listening to an interesting lecture about a religion and culture, which others believed and practised. We were hearing about our own future!


The shock of this awareness remained with me long afterwards. I did not share it with anyone for weeks while I tried to grapple with its implications. And where had this thought come from – my own subconscious or a supernatural prompting, from above or below, divine or demonic? The way in which I came to believe it was a ‘prophetic’ revelation from God I will reserve for a later chapter (7).


Suffice it to say at this stage that an alarming number of Christian leaders with whom I eventually shared my concern encouraged and even urged me to make it public, adding that I was the right person to do this. I’ve never had so many volunteering to stick my neck out! Perhaps they knew I had less to lose, having no pulpit, no organisation, no charitable trust, no office, not even a secretary, only my reputation – and I threw that away years ago.


So that is how I set out on this venture and why I am now writing this book. Only the Lord knows what it could lead to, but my future is in his hands. And my book is in yours.


Speakers and writers are warned not to begin with a lot of negative statements, but I feel I must break with this convention and tell you what this book is not, to avoid disappointment, misunderstanding, controversy and unnecessary offence.


It is not intended to be a manual of information about Islam. Others have done a far better job of that (for an introduction, you can’t do better than to read Dr Patrick Sookhdeo’s A Christian’s Pocket Guide to Islam). I am bound to include both facts and statements about this religion, but I must emphasise that these are not the results of primary research but have been culled from numerous publications by Christian and Muslim authors, whose accuracy I must depend upon and cannot guarantee. The conclusions drawn are my own.


It is not intended to be an attack on Muslims. I would be grieved if this material caused or was used to stir up fear and hatred of Islamic followers. These two emotions feed each other. Some Christians are already too intimidated and this can easily become an irrational and paralysing phobia, issuing in racist attitudes and actions. All Muslims are fellow human beings made in the image of God and for whom our Lord Jesus Christ laid down his own life. If divine love includes them, so must ours. And if we have been saved by grace, so can they be.


It is not intended to be a course of instruction on how to evangelise Muslims, in spite of the last paragraph. Others have far more wisdom and experience in this field than I, and helpful guidance may be found in any Christian bookshop. I would simply make two observations here. First, serving and saving must go together in this mission. Second, signs are needed as well as words and deeds, and healing is particularly effective in opening hearts.


Let me finish on a positive note. This book is intended for Christian readers, though if it falls into Muslim hands I dare to believe it will convey the gospel to them. But I have written out of a burden for the Church and the thrust of the whole book, particularly Part Two (Chapters 7–12), is a wake-up call to Christians to prepare themselves for what lies ahead. The title has been very carefully chosen and says it all.






Part One


The Islamic Resurgence






1


Its Spread


Islam is now a universal phenomenon.


It is the second largest religion in the world, claiming at least one fifth of the population, one and a half-billion. Christianity has one third.


It is the fastest-growing religion in the world, over four times the rate of Christian increase.


Its followers may be found on five continents and in 165 countries, forming the majority in forty-five Asian and African states, of which the largest are Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia and Iran.


If present trends continue, half the global births will be in Muslim families by the year 2055. In some quarters, Islam has already been given an accolade of ‘the religion of the twenty-first century’.


The advent and advance of this faith, the latest of the great world religions, constitute an astonishing story, covering the last fourteen centuries. It all began with one forty-year-old man who, apparently, could neither read nor write.


Since our subject is its spread, we will trace the history geographically, beginning with its starting point: Arabia.


ARABIA


This huge peninsula is largely barren desert, with a monotone landscape of sand and sky. When our story begins it was sparsely inhabited by a number of travelling tribes, often fighting each other for survival in such a barren environment. But there were some settled centres of population, which focused on trade routes and the junctions where camel caravans exchanged goods. Among these, the major one was Mecca, in the centre.


The town was also a religious centre. Surprisingly for such simple surroundings, faith was much more complex, believing in many spirits (‘jinn’; we call them ‘genies’) and many gods (we call this ‘polytheism’). Mecca was a hub of religious practice, centred on a tall stone building, nearly a cube in shape (hence Ka’aba in Arabic), containing 360 idols to be worshipped (one for every day of the lunar calendar, twelve months of thirty days). The moon played a special role in desert life and was believed to be a male god, while the sun god was female and therefore inferior; they had three ‘daughters’, two of whose names were compounds of allah, the word for ‘god’. Archaeologists have unearthed a number of stone altars with a crescent moon carved on them (a symbol now seen on the pinnacle of mosque domes). Pilgrims to the shrine would walk round the Ka’aba seven times and kiss a black stone embedded in its exterior wall, which may have been a meteorite. In all this, it is significant that ‘gods’ were associated with visible features in a desert existence, from stones to stars.


One group prospered from this mixture of trade and religion in Mecca, the Quraish tribe, into which Muhammad was born, around AD 570, shortly after his father (Abdullah, servant of allah) died. Losing his mother at six, he was brought up by a succession of relatives. He found work in the caravan trade, employed by a wealthy widow, Khadijah, whom he later married, though she was fifteen years older.


His travels brought him into contact with Jews and Christians, encountering a belief in one God (monotheism) which challenged the polytheism of his background. With a sensitive and retiring disposition, he would retreat to a mountain cave for meditation. It was here that he had the first physical and spiritual experience, at the age of forty, which with later such encounters, over three decades, led him to claim to be the ‘prophet’ of the one God ‘Allah’, the last and final messenger to reveal his will to the human race.


His bold opposition to polytheism, on which the popularity and prosperity of Mecca to a large degree depended, naturally led to tension with his own tribe, eventually forcing him to flee for his life to Medina. This flight (the Hijrah), in AD 622, marks the first year in the Muslim calendar, for in this refuge, his family and friends, his first followers, formed the first community believing in and living by his revelations. These covered marriage and divorce, forbade alcohol and usury and introduced the concept of ‘jihad’, holy war. They were engaged in many fights, notably with forces from Mecca. After some setbacks, Muhammad gathered superior forces and marched on Mecca, and the city surrendered to his rule. He showed some magnanimity towards defeated foes but destroyed all their idols. From here the ripples of holy conquest spread far and wide throughout the whole land, though ‘the Prophet’ returned to spend his remaining years in Medina, where he died and was buried, in AD 632, 11 AH, at the age of sixty-three.


By that time he had succeeded in uniting the whole of his country under the rule of Allah, with the by-product of unity between the hitherto warring tribes, who were now beginning to think of themselves as a nation. It was an astonishing achievement, virtually of one life and lifetime, or rather, just twenty years. It is hardly surprising if Muslims explain it as the work of one God through his greatest prophet.


Even more amazing is the expansion of this Arabic religion over the next century. The nation would become an empire so quickly.


THE MIDDLE EAST


The first thrust was to the north, encompassing what was then called ‘Palestinia’ and the city of Jerusalem. Though it is not named in the Quran, it became the third holiest city of Islam, after Mecca and Medina, because Muhammad had a vision (or dream) in which he rode a horse to heaven from this city. The Mosque of Omar (‘Dome of the Rock’) would soon be built there as a challenge to Jews (it was erected on the site of their temple) and Christians (on an inside wall was inscribed a Quranic verse, which said: ‘Far be it from God to have a son’).


Jerusalem fell in 634 and Damascus, capital of Syria, followed a year later. This northern advance was finally stopped near Constantinople by an army of the ‘Christian’ Byzantine Empire.


Today there are over 300 million Arab Muslims in the Middle East, over half under the age of fifteen.


AFRICA


Simultaneously with this northern push was a western move. Egypt was conquered within a decade of Palestine and Syria. This was welcomed by the Christians there, who had become somewhat heretical in the eyes of their Byzantine rulers and thought they could now be independent.


By 710 the Muslims had swept right along the North African coast, which had been a stronghold of early Christianity, noted for such influential figures as Clement and Origen of Alexandria and Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, which is now in Tunisia. The churches were virtually swept into oblivion.


Arab traders (and slaves) sailed their dhows down the east coast of Africa, taking their religion with them to places like Zanzibar. Islam is today well established in South Africa, Durban being the base of Ahmed Deedat, one of their best-known apologists.


Islam has crossed the Sahara and is pressing down into nations on the west coast. Nigeria is typical. Its northern region, around Kano, is solidly Muslim. The middle region is controlled by Muslims, though Christians are in the majority. The south is still largely Christian.


There are today over 300 million Muslims in the continent of Africa.


ASIA


The success in Islamicising Asia may be measured by the number of nation states whose names end with the suffix ‘– stan’. There is a cluster of them in southern Russia and surrounding Persia, now Iran. Recent events have focused attention on Afghanistan, as the home of militant Muslim groups.


When British control of India came to an end after World War Two, it was partitioned between Hindu and Muslim governments, accompanied by much bloodshed and migration of refugees. This resulted in two Muslim nations in the north: Pakistan and Bangladesh. What is not often realised is that there are still 100 million Muslims in India itself.


From the Indian sub-continent Islam spread further east. Malaysia, another former British colony, is now a Muslim country, though other faiths are tolerated, provided they do not proselytise Muslims. Indonesia is even less tolerant, as recent attacks on Christians show.


Asia as a continent now has the greatest Muslim population, with nearly 800 million, all the more remarkable since it has involved the acceptance of Arabic language, culture and architecture into a very different indigenous tradition.


EUROPE


This continent became the heartland of Judeo-Christian culture, exporting this ‘Western’ civilisation to the rest of the world through a mixture of imperial colonisation and missionary enterprise.


There have been three kinds of Muslim incursion – military, mental and migratory.


The military invasion began within the first wave of Islamic expansion. Having conquered the North African coastline, Muslim forces crossed to Gibraltar in 711, conquered Spain and swept into France, coming within 70 miles of Paris. They were defeated in the battle of Poitiers in 732, the centenary of Muhammad’s death. But Spain remained in their hands for some centuries, renamed al-Andalus (Andalusia), with Cordoba as its capital. Only in 1492, the year Christopher Columbus discovered America, did this occupation end.


The second invasion of Europe came from the east rather than the west. In 1071 the ‘Christian’ Byzantine army was defeated by the Seljuk Turks. The Emperor appealed to the Pope for help, which ultimately led to the infamous and disastrous Crusades, ostensibly to free the shrines of Holy Land pilgrimage from Muslim control.


The Ottoman Empire was established in 1281 and conquered the Byzantine capital in 1453. Constantinople was now Istanbul, its huge central church of St Sophia became the Grand Mosque, now a museum. The Balkans had been defeated at the Battle of Kosovo in 1389 (ironically, British soldiers recently found themselves defending Muslims against Serbian Christians!). Muslims pressed on to besiege Vienna but were finally repulsed in 1682. Ottoman control of the Middle East ended in 1918, in spite of German backing.
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