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welcome to the world of MythQuest…


Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.


While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil, and the history of humankind itself


The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, gods and demons, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.


The people to whom a myth belongs consider it a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.


Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—and become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in
different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have
chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a
comprehensive account for the young reader.





This story is about…



…Sheshanaga, the great serpent-king, also called Ananta-Shesha, meaning the endless snake, or Adi-Shesha, meaning the first snake.


Sheshanaga is the all-powerful and wise serpent who carries all the heavenly bodies on his many heads.


Sheshanaga has existed since the beginning of the universe. Although he is capable of spewing deadly poison, he is usually seen coiled in a peaceful pose. Vaikuntha, which is the abode of Lord Vishnu, the Preserver of Universe, rests on this great snake. Sometimes, Lord Vishnu is also shown seated on Shesha’s coils, and the serpent-king protects him by rearing his many heads over him.


A devout follower of the Lord, Shesha appeared on earth along with the Vishnu avatars—Rama and Krishna—as Lakshmana and Balarama respectively. He is also seen singing the praises of Lord Vishnu with the hundred mouths in his hundred heads.


Shesha’s home is patala, or the underworld, which he balances on his many powerful hoods. Sheshanaga is sometimes shown with five heads and sometimes with seven, but his universal appearance is that with a hundred heads. He is also represented as a huge and insurmountable white mountain covered with precious gems.


Here is Sheshanaga’s story, ready to strike you with many thrilling surprises…
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CHAPTER ONE



AN IMMORTAL KING
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A very long time ago there was a holy sage called Kashyapa, one of the powerful saptarishis or seven sages who were born of the great Brahma, the Creator of the Universe himself. He had many wives and they gave birth to the devas, asuras and all the living beings of the world, including birds and snakes.
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