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To Windsor Cowart. Thanks for putting up with me. — David Axe





PREFACE



I WAS NO STRANGER to war. But to me this war was, well, strange.


The fighting in the Democratic Republic of Congo was like nothing I’d experienced in my then five years as a war correspondent for Wired, Voice of America, and other media outlets. I’d covered conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, Lebanon, East Timor, Somalia, Chad, and other countries. I’d witnessed gunfights, bombings, suicide attacks, artillery duels, airstrikes, and mob violence. I’d been shot at, blown up, arrested, and kidnapped twice.


But I’d never before seen the kind of cruelty that’s routine in Congo’s overlapping rebellions, terror campaigns, and abusive internal security deployments. Bullets are expensive; machetes are a favored weapon. But even machetes are expensive compared to one implement that’s totally free: the human body. In a world where rape as a weapon of war is increasingly rare, in Congo sexual violence is still a preferred tactic. It’s with good reason that one U.N. official dubbed the DRC the “rape capital of the world.”


There is no single war in Congo, there are several. As I write these words the DRC is a battleground for a rebellion of former army soldiers calling themselves the March 23 (M23) movement—and for the remnants of the Rwandan Hutu Power group, known by its French acronym, FDLR. The country has become a theater for tense, and sometimes deadly, face-offs between Congolese government troops and those of neighboring Rwanda, an historic foe of the DRC.
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