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         Visit our How To website at www.howto.co.uk 
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you can engage in conversation with our authors – all of whom have ‘been there and done that’ in their specialist fields. You can get access to special offers and additional content but most importantly you will be able to engage with, and become a part of, a wide and growing community of people just like yourself. 
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll be able to talk and share tips with people who have similar interests and are facing similar challenges in their lives. People who, just like you, have the desire to change their lives for the better - be it through moving to a new country, starting a new business, growing their own vegetables, or writing a novel. 
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll find the support and encouragement you need to help make your aspirations a reality. 
         
 
         You can go direct to www.business-in-a-backpack.co.uk which is part of the main How To site. 
         
 
         How To Books strives to present authentic, inspiring, practical information in their books. Now, when you buy a title from How To Books, you get even more than just words on a page.
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            This book is dedicated to our parents
 Dona, Dan, Mary and Ken
 for their unending support. 
            
  
            We love you all.
            

         

      

      

    


  

    

      
         
         
 
         
            Arrival: the business in a
 backpack lifestyle
            

         
 
         Ha Long Bay, Vietnam. My wife Darcie and I awoke aboard a  Vietnamese boat, surrounded by early morning mist. After  breakfast onboard, we docked on Cat Ba Island for the day,  walked along the beach and soaked in this amazing UNESCO  World Heritage Site.
         
 
         The past six weeks have been incredible: we ate frogs, drank on the  street with locals in Vietnam, rode a motorcycle through rice fields,  explored the ancient ruins of Angkor Wat, and scuba dove the crystal  clear waters off several tropical islands.
 
         The next six months will prove to be just as interesting: river trips  through Laos, Malaysian cooking classes, Indonesian tribes, trekking in  India and Nepal … and that’s just the stuff we’re certain to do.
 
         As incredible as this trip has been, the most incredible part is that we  haven’t spent a penny of our savings. In fact, we’ve actually saved money.
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         This will continue for the rest of our travels. For as long as we want. Into perpetuity.
 
         This is the result of working a helluva lot smarter – and a bit harder – than I had in the past. My wife and I currently maintain half a dozen websites, and are in the process of creating two more. These websites – which I refer to as ‘streams’ throughout this book – are the reason we are able to live the way we do.
 
         We meet so many travelers on our adventures, most of whom are constantly short on at least one of the two most valuable commodities: time and money. Short on time, because they have responsibilities back home such as work, family, or school; short on money, thanks to mortgages, loans, or the shrinking of their travel budget. 
         
 
         Our situation is the complete opposite. Our streams bring in more passive income each month than we spend, which results in an interesting situation: we have copious amounts of free time and a never ending stream of income to travel with. We could be on the road for a month or a decade; it’s entirely up to us, not predicated on a lack of time or money.
 
         This is the business in a backpack mentality; that streams are the path to wealth, not just financially, but in the broadest sense of the word. Streams can provide peace of mind, and the ability to see the world from a new vantage point.
 
         This book was written with the explicit intention of changing your life. I hope that you learn to put these strategies to work for yourself and start living the life you’ve always wanted. Humans are meant to explore the world around them; we are creative and curious creatures who grow only when exposed to new ideas, cultures, and ways of living.
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         This book isn’t a travel guide. Nor is it a ‘get rich in your underwear’ book. This is a guidebook for how to set up income streams and manage them while traveling the world.
 
         When I started building my online business, I worked as a travel agent and have extensive knowledge of the travel industry. In addition, Darcie and I have taught several classes on Internet Marketing. I have advised large corporations and universities as an AdWords consultant, and Darcie has designed websites for a number of years now. Lastly, we have spent more than a year traveling the globe while launching new businesses, from Ireland and Cambodia to Malaysia and Nepal.
 
         We’ll first look at how to set up your business so that it runs on near auto pilot. Then we will examine how you should plan your travels around the world. Don’t expect recommendations on what’s the best restaurant … frankly, I don’t care where you go or what you do. What’s important is that you go.
 
         I’ll show you, citing personal examples, how I manage to travel the world with my wife and still have money left over.
 
         It all begins with a simple step. Are you ready to build your future?
 
         
         
 
         HOW THIS BOOK IS STRUCTURED
 
         This book is divided into four main sections.
 
         
                 
               	
Inspiration includes a listing of some of the most intriguing  destinations around the world, along with colour photographs to  get your imagination running.
               
     
               	
Education contains comprehensive information on how to build an  online business, from creating a product to accepting payments.
               
     
               	
Perspiration provides step-by-step accounts of three very different  online business models to finance your dreams. Pick one and get to  work!
               
     
               	
Embarkation covers the nuts and bolts  of long-term travel abroad such as  how to plan your routes, flight options,  visa requirements and loads of other low  to the ground information you’ll need  for your adventure. Finally, we’ll tie in how  you can manage your streams while  traveling abroad.
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         This book begins with broad  generalizations and concepts,  gradually moving toward  highly detailed processes. It  is my hope to illustrate the  why of this experience before  delving too deeply into the how.  For more information on the business in a  backpack lifestyle, including videos on the  topics covered in this book, visit the  companion website at www.stream-life.com.
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            Inspiration – free yourself

         
 
         In a past life, I worked as a financial planner, where I was  taught the importance of saving and investing for the future.  In all honesty, this is a half truth. In order to live life to the  fullest and invest for the long term, you have to be able to  produce more income than you currently live on. You must  learn to value income over growth in order to realize your  financial goals.
         
 
         Value income over growth? No, I’m not talking about buying bonds.  Rather, I’m talking about building a business online that provides  substantial income with limited ongoing work. Once you’ve achieved  this, you will be able to invest a proportion of your profits for your  long-term financial goals.
 
         A caveat: many people mistakenly believe that they can create a  million-dollar business in a matter of mere hours. It’s best to imagine  your online business as a rocket: to get off the ground takes an  immense amount of energy, but after that it is smooth sailing.
 
         I grant you no illusions. You must be prepared for a long, arduous  process of generating ideas, testing markets, creating products, building  websites, developing relationships, and closing sales – all of which we  will cover in this book. The good news is that once you’ve been through  this process once or twice you’ll have climbed the learning curve and  built a foundation that can be easily repeated, thereby allowing you to  create multiple streams so that your profits increase more rapidly. 
         
 
         THE END GOAL
 
         We all have dreams of travel, and the purpose of this book is to show you how to achieve them. Whether it be drinking steins of beer at the Oktoberfest or hiking to Everest Base Camp, your goal should convince you there is a better life out there – one that can be achieved with the right mindset. Which activities have you always dreamed of doing? What places have captured your imagination? If you were lying on your deathbed, which experiences would you most regret not doing? 
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         Wherever the road might take you, the method for getting there is the same. Choose a dream, write it down, and give yourself one year to achieve it. As you’ll soon see, there is a way to live a life that others only visit in dreams.
 
         MAKING ‘THE DECISION’
 
         December 8. This was the day I cracked. Working as a travel agent during the day, and a waiter at night was beginning to take its toll. Mornings began at 7 a.m. and, if luck was on my side, I’d get home before midnight. There was no time to spend with my fiancée, let alone friends and family.
         
 
         I was trying to get the Saturday off in order to attend Darcie’s annual company Christmas party. I couldn’t miss it, and requested the day off from waiting tables. My boss said he would call me at 3 p.m. with the verdict. I’d already decided I was going no matter what the verdict was, even if it meant losing my job. Still, I didn’t want it to come to that.
 
         As Darcie was getting ready, I lay in bed waiting for the verdict. For the life of me I couldn’t figure how I’d worked myself into such a corner. I needed to do something radically different with my life. There had to be a better way …
 
         BAM! Like a blinding flash, I had an epiphany. I would create songwriting tutorials and sell them online. I could see the full product all at once: several audio CDs of instruction, instrumentals, software that included a thesaurus and rhyming dictionary, several workbooks … even special ‘bonus’ materials to offer people.
 
         Suddenly, these two jobs were no longer a means of survival. They were hurdles to my hopes and dreams. They weren’t paths to a better life; they were obstacles that drained my energy and affected my relationships with the people I cared most about.
 
         They had to go. Immediately. 
         
 
         When the phone rang at 3 p.m. I couldn’t have cared less. Turns out, I didn’t have to work that day. They received my two-weeks’ notice the next day. One year later, the travel agency got the same and I was heading to Asia for a year-long adventure with my new wife and life, funded by the streams we had created.
 
         AUTOMATION IS KEY
 
         Before we get into the step-by-step process of how to generate income automatically online, we first need to touch upon the concepts involved that must drive your stream. Notice how I use the term stream, rather than business, hobby, or investments.
 
         As the old marketing adage goes ‘businesses don’t make people rich, systems make people rich.’ In this book we define a business as an umbrella which includes numerous streams that provide passive income. Along every step of the way, you need to ask yourself how you can automate each stream in order to simplify your business. The streams that my wife Darcie and I have created are fully automated. By organizing our processes, we achieved two important goals:
 
              
            	It allowed consumers immediate access to our products without our help.
     
            	 It freed up time for us to travel and create new streams
 
         
 
         Each new income stream will first pay for coffee, then meals, then travel around the world.
 
         Freeing up your time is crucial to achieving your dreams. I would rather make $2,000 / £1,320 per month passively than work full time for $10,000 / £6,600; the former supplies me with enough money to see the world while the latter gives me a view of a cubicle. There are plenty of six- and seven-figure earners who can barely afford a two-week vacation each year. Is that wealth? 
         
 
         When you create a stream that produces income automatically, it really doesn’t matter how much it makes. For example, I’ve built a website that generates three dollars a day like clockwork. Does this allow me to go skydiving in New Zealand? Of course not. But I don’t have to get up and work for it every day. It’s like having someone write you a check for $100 / £66 every month. Another website brings in about $25 / £17 a day; a few others bring in between $5 / £3 and $10 / £6 a day, all on autopilot.
 
         On average, each new stream takes about six weeks to research, develop and implement. If you were to create a new stream at this pace, each bringing in $250 / £170 a month, you would have enough money to travel throughout most of the world indefinitely in less than one year. More on that later.
 
         
            BEFORE YOU BUY ANOTHER INDEX FUND
 
            As mentioned previously, I used to work in the securities industry, and part of my job was to analyze investments and determine whether the risk was worth the potential reward. People would be thrilled to receive 8% annual growth with limited risk. Now I know better.
 
            The best investment you can make is in yourself. Rather than invest in assets such as stocks, bonds or real estate, focus on creating your own assets. If your streams cost $1,000 / £660 per month in advertising and manage to pull in $1,360 / £898 per month in revenue you are earning a whopping 36% monthly return. So much for the stock exchange.
 
            If possible, pay for your business out of pocket, and allow all your revenue – not just the profits – to accrue in a separate bank account. You’ll be amazed how quickly the money piles up!
 
            This is how you can achieve returns far beyond anything you’ve ever imagined. Thanks to investing in yourself, you are able to accomplish returns that investment advisors could only dream of. Remember this key point as you develop your streams in the future, and keep investing in yourself!

         
 
         
         
 
         OPEN MIND POLICY
 
         I never imagined my wife and I would be traveling throughout Asia without touching our savings, nor that I would be writing a book showing others how to do the same. The key to our success, I believe, was having an open mind policy.
 
         Many companies have what is known as an open-door policy. This states that those higher up in the company will always have a door open for their employees to come in and share their thoughts about the company and its intended direction. When developing your streams, you should learn to cultivate an open mind policy.
 
         An open-mind policy enables you to keep the doors in your mind open to new experiences. It allows you to build on old projects and create synergies with new ones. Your previous streams can be significant contributors to your future streams; this book is a product of such a synergy – after writing extensively about travel and Internet marketing, it made sense to create a book synthesizing these two areas of my expertise.
 
         An open-mind policy holds true for both building streams and traveling abroad. You may have planned a walk along the river, but remain open to the possibility of whitewater rafting should the opportunity arise. Learn to embrace spontaneity, or as Heath Ledger says in The Dark Knight, ‘become an agent of chaos.’
 
         Some business opportunities will make money and some won’t. Some areas traveled will become lifelong passions, while others leave you running for the hills. The point is to learn and grow from the experience. Keep every door open and opportunity won’t knock – it’ll come right in. 
         
 
         Below are actual money-making events that happened for us by having an open-door policy. We:
 
              
            	Created an online business selling a downloadable product.
     
            	Created another online business following the same model as previously implemented.
     
            	Taught a class at a college on Internet marketing based on our experiences with the above.
     
            	Created another website based on the class we taught where we marketed ourselves as consultants
     
            	Created a content-driven website with advertisements where a user would visit our website and access free information, which currently brings in a few hundred dollars a month from advertising.
     
            	Consulted with numerous clients on website development and Google AdWords
 
         
 
         And the list goes on…
 
         As you can see, most of these steps were predicated on those completed before. By keeping an open mind policy, we were able to position our products and services in different ways to bring in more money without starting from scratch.
 
         THE LEARNING CURVE vs THE EARNING CURVE
 
         Starting a business is tough. There are so many aspects to familiarize yourself with that the task can appear daunting, if not insurmountable. At first, you’ll feel severely underpaid, but as time goes by, and the quantity and quality of your streams increase, you’ll eventually find yourself significantly overpaid! It’s like any other industry: sacrifices are made educating yourself before reaping the rewards.
 
         When I started, I didn’t know anything, and my earnings reflected that. Over time I was able to learn from my mistakes, and improve my streams. Suddenly, I knew a lot, and earned a little. I could expound on dozens of topics related to Internet marketing and travel, but I wasn’t able to use my knowledge of the former to make the latter happen. 
         
 
         This, unfortunately, is where a lot of people get stuck. Why? Because most people enjoy learning new things rather than doing the work needed to put them into play. You must put all your new-found knowledge to work in order to reach the underworked/overpaid echelon.
 
         I wrote this book on Ko Lanta, an island in southern Thailand. Sure, I could have laid on the beach every day until I started to resemble George Hamilton, dreaming of the millions I would make with a lucrative book deal, but that wouldn’t have moved me any closer toward my goals. That’s why I made damn sure to crank out at least 1,500 words every day before cracking open a bottle of Beer Chang and watching the sunset.
 
         It’s like our physical appearance. It’s great to look sexy, but sit-ups suck.
 
         Without dedication, you are accepting failure. If you currently work full time, be prepared to come home, have dinner, and get to work on your future. I worked two full-time jobs – close to 90 hours per week including the commute – and was able to create and market my songwriting tutorials within six weeks. My life was the complete opposite of what I had dreamed it would be, and this fueled my dedication to create a better life for my wife and me.
 
         Doubt inevitably creeps in. But don’t give up! The key is to keep building streams. By continually creating new streams you are forcing yourself to think strategically, rather than get mired in minutiae. By following the advice outlined in this book, it is very simple to scale your streams so that you can earn $10,000 / £6,600 as easily as you can $10 / £6.
 
         When we started out, things looked bleak. We were unprofitable for several months at first, and self-doubt was beginning to take its toll. I had read nearly every marketing book available, joined online forums and even hired a consulting team – for $1,500 / £990 – to examine my business model and make suggestions (which turned out to be even more unprofitable). Not only was I losing focus, it was beginning to affect my sleep patterns: my wife confirms that I would utter phrases like ‘split testing’ in my sleep.
         
 
         However, all that education and perspiration eventually paid off. After the first month in which we made $1,000 / £660 profit, I finally felt compensated for all the hard work we had put into building our streams.
 
         And hard work it was. You will have to work your backside off to make this business work. It’s also an emotional roller coaster: one day you feel like a multi-millionaire, the next a complete failure (funny how a couple of sales can alter your perceptions so quickly). There have been days where we’ve made over $500 / £330 without working, and there have been days where we’ve lost $100 / £66. In the end, you should live on a daily budget based upon your average monthly income.
 
         Don’t beat yourself up. Set small, achievable goals early on and work toward them. Even if you’re only making a few dollars a day on average, it’s still headed in the right direction.
 
         And it only gets better. Once you’ve created and automated a stream, you now have passive, residual income that rolls in while you work on other projects. Let’s say you were able to create a business that automatically generated $100 / £66 to $130 / £90 per month. As you can see in Fig. 1, your work (input) remains level each month, while your revenue (output) increases. Unlike an 9–5 job, with your stream you could stop working and continue to get paid. Want to stop after a year? No problem … grab a plane ticket to somewhere exotic and live it up with a few grand of passive income rolling in every month. Rather be filthy stinking rich? Create streams until you’re a six- or seven-figure earner, build your dream home and spend your days wine-tasting in Burgundy. It’s really not that hard once you get – and keep – going on the right track. 
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         FIGURE 1 WORK INPUT VS. MONEY OUTPUT
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            TWO
 
            Education – how to make  money anywhere, anytime

         
 
         You don’t need to love what you do in order to make money,  but it sure helps.
         
 
         MONEY MAKING STRATEGIES
 
         It’s not just the topic, but also how that topic is presented. For example,  I love kicking a foot bag (also known as hacky-sacking) around with my  friends, but I’d be bored out of my mind if I had to write an e-book on  it. However, what about a free website that offers video tutorials on  how to properly execute foot bag tricks? Sounds like a great way to  spend a weekend – at least for me.
 
         Your heart and your personality are crucial to your ongoing success with  building your business. Therefore, which stream you choose is in no way  related to how much money you can earn. It is a personal choice that  should reflect your passion and skill set. Let’s look at three different streams  for making money online, and the personality traits associated with them.
 
         Method 1: Product development stream
 
         A product development stream is developing a product (a good or  service) and selling it online. In general, this entails researching a  market, developing a product, creating a website, driving traffic to your  website, and selling your product.
 
         Product development is a great avenue for synthesizers and fire starters.  It requires a strong, short-term focus, as well as the ability to create a  quality product and get it to market as quickly as possible. If you see  yourself growing bored with projects after four to six months, enjoy  being the boss and are willing to risk a small – but not insignificant –  amount of capital, this may be the method for you. 
         
 
         Product development can be very intense for the first few months; you have to create not only the product, but also the marketing materials associated with it before you earn a sale. While this may seem a daunting task, I’ll show you ways to test a product and launch it within four to six weeks.
 
         I created a product well over a year ago which continues to earn between $700 / £460 and $1,000 / £660 per month. Had the process taken longer than six or seven weeks, I never would have completed the project, due to a serious case of entrepreneurial attention deficit disorder – or ADD. Product development is a lot like working firefighters’ hours: you work your backside off non-stop and then enjoy your time off.
 
         You need a strong work ethic but not necessarily a dedication to the long term. I get really excited over a new project, but its appeal has almost gone by the time I launch it. To succeed in product creation, you’ll need the strength and skill sets of a business owner.
 
         Method 2: Content creation stream
 
         A content creation stream involves creating large, content-rich websites and earning revenue from advertisers. This stream includes researching a topic, and adding new, related material to grow a list of subscribers.
         
 
         I’ve seen several people, including the creator of the international train site Seat61.com create and maintain large websites based on personal interests, only to see those websites explode into a profit-generating powerhouse.
 
         While creating a product relies heavily on a short-term all-consuming focus, creating a large content-driven website requires the dedication to create that content over several years. In other words, whereas product creation results in a flash flood, a content-driven website provides a steady stream.
 
         Creating a content-driven website requires some serious elbow grease. You must be prepared to build your website into an authority that attracts large amounts of traffic – and with it, advertisers willing to pay you for the opportunity to market to that audience.
         
 
         In a way, product creation and content-driven websites are the yin and yang of e-commerce. On the one hand, people create products and look for content-driven websites on which to market them; on the other hand, people with content-driven websites are on the lookout for ways to capitalize on their influence. Unlike product development, most content-driven streams are not promoted with paid advertising, which greatly reduces the financial risk (while increasing the ongoing workload).
 
         People who create-content driven websites must have the same strengths and disciplines found in those who freelance for a living.
 
         Method 3: Affiliate network stream
 
         An affiliate network stream makes money building websites that offer prospects numerous different products sold by affiliate partners. A popular example is Amazon, which makes a commission on every product sold.
         
 
         Building an affiliate network require skills from both ends of the spectrum. Those who excel at creating affiliate networks have a strong long-term work ethic, the ability to collaborate and maintain a wide variety of relationships, and a passion for what they do.
 
         Unlike product development, an affiliate network requires no customer service. Rather than answering questions from prospects or handling returns, you will be responsible for building and maintaining relationships with other business owners.
 
         The single most important trait of an affiliate networker is communication. If you aren’t a people person, try another method. An affiliate network requires the same skills found in managers of large companies, such as leadership, communication, and focus.
         
 
         Personality summary
 
         Table 1 provides a brief summary of each stream and its responsibilities.
 
         TABLE 1 PERSONALITY SUMMARY
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         These three strategies can be applied to almost any idea – it’s your level of dedication and passion for the project that determines which is the most applicable. I’ve created products for markets that don’t terribly interest me, built content-driven websites on those that do, and maintained affiliate networks for markets that already have a lot of products. The key is to discover which stream works best for you.
 
         Stream checklist
 
         In order to succeed in your chosen stream, you’ll need an arsenal of marketing knowledge and tactics. Table 2 shows a chart highlighting each stream’s requirements, all of which are discussed in this book.
 
         As you can see, product development requires the most comprehensive approach, and carries with it the greatest amount of control. Content-driven websites require the most elbow grease, but carry very little financial risk. An affiliate network stream is a compromise between the two in terms of risk but requires an ongoing commitment to build business relationships. 
         
 
          TABLE 2 STREAM CHECKLIST
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         My first stream was product development, and remains my favorite method of creating income online. I love creating new products and the excitement of marketing them. For others, the slow and steady approach of content-rich sites appeals to their ‘tortoise vs. hare’ mentality, and rightfully so: their websites are a solid, risk-free foundation on which they can build a business that will last for years. Others still enjoy the personal element and create affiliate networks based on relationships built over time.
 
         Now that we have introduced the three money-making streams and their associated personality types, it’s time to explore their inner workings. Mastery of these topics will provide the backbone of your future online empire, funding adventures across the globe from Argentina to Zimbabwe. My advice is to focus on those most closely associated with your chosen stream first – this will help you get your stream up and running ASAP. However, before you build a stream, you must conduct thorough market research. 
         
 
         MARKET RESEARCH
 
         Market research is the process of systematically collecting, recording and analyzing data about customers, competitors and the overall market. Using market research is a critical factor in the success of any stream. It can help you:
 
         
            
               [image: ] create a business plan;
               
 
               [image: ] launch a new product or service;
               
 
               [image: ] improve existing products or services;
               
 
               [image: ] expand into new markets.
               

            

         
 
         Before you even think about creating a product to sell online, you need to ensure there is a demand for it. Here’s how to conduct market research.
 
         Find a niche market
 
         The Internet has been around for a lot longer than most people realize, and many markets have already become saturated. Starting out, your best strategy is to focus on a niche market – a small specialized market within a larger market. For example, if you are interested in books, don’t focus on the overall book market, focus on eighteenth-century English poetry, self-help with alcoholism, SAT prep tests, etc. Don’t be a little fish in a big pond … be one of the few fish in a small pond.
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Solutions sell
         
 
         Darcie and I have developed numerous streams, each contributing a modest income. Some are mere trickles, others a steady flow. The main difference is that while all provide information to the visitor, our biggest earners provide solutions. Rather than brainstorming ideas for a product, find a common problem and offer a solution. For example, you can create a website that sells products for left-handed people (like Ned Flanders’ Leftatorium). 
         
 
         Here’s a list of where to find common markets, problems and ailments:
 
         
            
               [image: ]  AquariumFish lists their most popular articles.
               
 
               [image: ] Golf Online is the place to check out if you’re thinking about selling golf equipment.
               
 
               [image: ] The National Center for Infectious Diseases is a site for people looking for a cure.
               
 
               [image: ] Consumer Reports Webwatch is a goldmine for reviewing the top products that sell.
               
 
               [image: ] The Motley Fool discusses finances and investing; it also lists its most popular articles.
               
 
               [image: ] Stockpickr! is another investment site that lists its most popular pages.
               
 
               [image: ] CureZone carries more health-related information
               
 
               [image: ] Wedding Wisdom covers weddings and relationship information.
               
 
               [image: ] Big Boards lists all the big online forums, showing both the number of posts and members.
               

            

         
 
         
Criteria for a good online product
         
 
         Bear in mind that some products sell better online than others. Here are the criteria I use for creating a solid product.
 
         The product … 
 
         
            
               [image: ] has a low start-up cost. You don’t want to break the bank creating 10,000 copies of a product no one wants. My advice is stick to information-based products, which have limited products and are therefore the cheapest to start.
               
 
               [image: ] can be automated and is downloadable. In order to automate your stream, you have to entirely remove yourself from the process. The more automated your stream is, the more scalable it becomes, allowing you to make more money while doing less work. While it is possible to automate any business – from creating a product to      selling a service – selling a downloadable product is the fastest route.
               
 
               [image: ] is digital. From my experience, the best option for selling a product      online is a digital product. A digital product is anything that can be      sold as a download such as online books, music files, videos,      information, etc.
               
 
               [image: ] provides a solution rather than just information. Contrary to      popular belief, most people don’t buy e-books for information; they      buy them because they need a solution. This applies to the size of      the product as well; if you write a five-page e-book that includes      step-by-step instructions on how to solve a common problem,      someone will buy it.
               
 
               [image: ] can be expanded for up-selling and repeat business. If your core      product sells well, you’ll make even more by offering your customers      a platinum version and/or a paid subscription to your members-only      newsletter.
               
 
               [image: ] can be advertised on other sites and vice versa (affiliates).  There      are probably several other websites in your niche; you should  build      solid business relationships where you promote each other’s       products and services that are complementary, not competitive.
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