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      Everyman, I will go with thee, and be thy guide
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      Chronology of Dryden’s Life

      
      
         
         
         
         
            
            	Year

            
            	Age

            
            	Life

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1631

            
            	 
            
            	(9 August) Born at Aldwincle, Northamptonshire, to Erasmus Dryden and Mary Pickering

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1644

            
            	13

            
            	?Enters Westminster School

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1649

            
            	18

            
            	Lacrymae Musarum, elegies on the death of Lord Hastings, with contribution by Dryden
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1650

            
            	19

            
            	Admitted to Trinity College, Cambridge

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1654

            
            	23

            
            	Graduates BA

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1657

            
            	26

            
            	(October) In the employment of John Thurloe, Cromwell’s Secretary of State

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1658

            
            	27

            
            	(23 November) Walks in Cromwell’s funeral procession, along with Milton and Marvell

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1659

            
            	28

            
            	Heroic Stanzas published in a collection of poems on Cromwell’s death
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1660

            
            	29

            
            	(June) Astraea Redux, a poem celebrating the King’s return
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1663

            
            	32

            
            	(5 February) First performance of first play, The Wild Gallant (twenty-one other plays written in the next twenty-two years); (1 December) marries Lady Elizabeth Howard
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1666
            

            
            	35

            
            	Staying at his father-in-law’s country estate at Charlton, Wiltshire, to avoid the plague; writes Of Dramatic Poesy; (27 August) birth of first son, Charles
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1667

            
            	36

            
            	(January) Annus Mirabilis, a poem on the Dutch War and Great Fire
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1668

            
            	37

            
            	(13 April) Appointed Poet Laureate; (spring) signs a contract with the King’s Company to write three plays a year in return
               for a share of profits; second son, John, born
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1669

            
            	38

            
            	(2 May) Third son, Erasmus-Henry, born

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1670

            
            	39

            
            	(18 August) Appointed Historiographer Royal

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1671

            
            	40

            
            	(7 December) Satirized as ‘Mr Bayes’ in Buckingham’s The Rehearsal, a skit on ‘heroic plays’
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1672

            
            	41

            
            	(25 January) Theatre Royal destroyed by fire

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1673

            
            	42

            
            	Dryden’s poems and plays attacked in The Censure of the Rota and The Friendly Vindication

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1674

            
            	43

            
            	(Spring) Writes, with Milton’s permission, The State of Innocence, an ‘operatic’ adaptation of Paradise Lost (published 1677)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1675

            
            	44

            
            	(Winter) Attacked in Rochester’s ‘An Allusion to Horace’

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1676

            
            	45

            
            	Circulation in MS of Mac Flecknoe, satirizing the dramatist Thomas Shadwell
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1677

            
            	46

            
            	 
            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1678

            
            	47

            
            	

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1679

            
            	48

            
            	Beaten up in Rose Alley by hired thugs, probably because of his supposed involvement in Mulgrave’s An Essay upon Satire

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1680

            
            	49

            
            	Publication by Jacob Tonson of Ovid’s Epistles, marking Dryden’s début as a translator
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         

         
            
            	1681

            
            	50

            
            	(November) Absalom and Achitophel, a poem on the Popish Plot and Exclusion Crisis satirizing Shaftesbury, Buckingham and Monmouth
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1682

            
            	51

            
            	(15/16 March) The Medal, a second satire on Shaftesbury, and Religio Laici, a poem in defence of Anglicanism
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1683

            
            	52

            
            	

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1684

            
            	53

            
            	(February) First volume of the Dryden/Tonson Miscellany Poems; (Autumn) elegy on the young poet, John Oldham
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1685

            
            	54

            
            	(January) Sylvae, the second Dryden/Tonson miscellany, with important translations from Lucretius and Horace; (March) Threnodia Augustalis (on the death of Charles II); (November) ‘To … Mrs Anne Killgrew’ in her Poems (dated 1686); Dryden probably converted to Catholicism in this year
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1686

            
            	55

            
            	

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1687

            
            	56

            
            	(May) The Hind and the Panther, a defence of Roman Catholicism in beast-fable form; the poem immediately satirized by Montague and Prior in The Hind and the Panther Transversed; (22 November) A Song for St Cecilia’s Day performed at the London St Cecilia ‘feast’
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1688

            
            	57

            
            	(June) Britannia Rediviva, celebrating the birth of the Prince
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  



         
            
            	1689

            
            	58

            
            	Loses his posts as Poet Laureate and Historiographer Royal, which are given to his old enemy Shadwell; returns to write for
               the theatre (five new plays to 1694)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1690

            
            	59

            
            	

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1692

            
            	61

            
            	(October) Publication of The Satires of Juvenal and Persius (dated 1693)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1693

            
            	62

            
            	(July) Third Miscellany, Examen Poeticum, including translations from Ovid and Homer
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1694

            
            	63

            
            	Poems to Kneller and Congreve; (15 June) signs a contract with Tonson to translate the complete works of Virgil

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         

         

         
            
            	1696

            
            	65

            
            	(Spring) Ode on the death of Henry Purcell (d. 21 November 1695)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1697

            
            	66

            
            	(July) Publication of The Works of Virgil; (22 November) performance of Alexander’s Feast (with music by Jeremiah Clarke) at the St Cecilia’s Day ‘feast’
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1698

            
            	67

            
            	(March) Dryden’s plays attacked in Jeremy Collier’s Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1700

            
            	69

            
            	(March) Publication of Fables Ancient and Modern, including translations from Chaucer, Ovid, Homer and Boccaccio; (1 May) Dryden’s death; (2 May) buried in St Anne’s Church,
               Soho; (13 May) reburied in Westminster Abbey; (June) publication of The Pilgrim, including Dryden’s Secular Masque; Dryden lamented in Luctus Britannici and The Nine Muses (the latter consisting of poems by female admirers)
            

            
         

         
      

      
      
   
      
      Chronology of his Times

      
      
         
         
            
            	Year

            
            	Cultural Context

            
            	Historical Events

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1631

            
            	Death of John Donne

            
            	 
            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1642

            
            	Browne, Religio Medici

            
            	(22 August) Outbreak of First Civil War; closure of theatres

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1644

            
            	Milton, Areopagitica

            
            	 
            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1645

            
            	
Milton, Poems

	    Waller, Poems


            
            	(14 June) Decisive defeat of Royalists at Naseby

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1648

            
            	Paris Royal Academy of Arts founded

            
            	(May–August) Second Civil War

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1649

            
            	Milton, Eikonoklastes

            
            	(30 January) Execution of Charles I

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1650

            
            	Anne Bradstreet, Tenth Muse

            
            	 
            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1651

            
            	
Hobbes, Leviathan

	    Milton, Pro populo Anglicano defensio

            
            	(3 September) Prince Charles escapes after his defeat at the Battle of Worcester

         


	  
	  
	  



            

         
            
            	1653

            
            	Walton, Compleat Angler

            
            	(16 December) Cromwell becomes Lord Protector

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1658

            
            	Browne, Hydrotaphia or Urn Burial

            
            	(3 September) Death of Cromwell

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1660

            
            	 
            
            	(May) Restoration of Charles II; Pepys starts his Diary (ends 31 May 1669)
            

            

                  


	  
	  
	  




         
            
            	1665

            
            	Hooke, Micrographia

            
            	(February) Second Anglo-Dutch War begins (ends 1667); (June) Great Plague in London

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1666

            
            	Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners

            
            	(2–5 September) Great Fire of London

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1667

            
            	Milton, Paradise Lost (10-book edition)
            

            
            	(June) Dutch raid into the Thames estuary and Medway; (21 July) Treaty of Breda ends Dutch War; (August) fall of Clarendon
               and accession of the ‘Cabal’
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1668

            
            	Cowley, Essays in Prose and Verse

            
            	(January) Triple Alliance (England, Holland, Sweden) against France

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1670

            
            	Pascal, Pensées

            
            	(22 May) Secret Treaty of Dover between Charles II and the French
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1671

            
            	Milton, Paradise Regained and Samson Agonistes

            
            	

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1672

            
            	 
            
            	(17 March) Third Anglo-Dutch War (ends 19 February, 1674)

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1673

            
            	Wren commences work on the rebuilding of St Paul’s Cathedral

            
            	(29 March) Test Act excludes Catholics from office; (June) James Duke of York resigns as Lord High Admiral as a consequence;
               Shaftesbury begins to intrigue with Monmouth for the succession to the throne
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  




         
            
            	1674

            
            	
Death of Milton

	    Paradise Lost (12-book edition)

	    Boileau, L’Art Poétique and Le Lutrin (both admired by Dryden)
            


            
            	(9 February) Treaty of Westminster, ending Anglo-Dutch war

            
            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1675

            
            	Wycherley, The Country Wife

            
            	

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1676

            
            	Wycherley, The Plain Dealer

            
            	

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1677

            
            	Behn, The Rover

            
            	(February) Shaftesbury committed to the Tower for a year after a clash with the King about the prorogation of Parliament

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1678

            
            	Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress, Pt.1
            

            
            	Crisis precipitated by the supposed discovery by Titus Oates and others of a Popish Plot to assassinate the King and massacre
               Protestants
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1679

            
            	

            
            	(May) Bill brought before the Commons to exclude the Catholic Duke of York from succeeding his brother as King; (June) Charles
               II dissolves Parliament; James induced to go abroad, to avoid public hostility; Monmouth banished to Holland
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1680

            
            	Death of Rochester

            
            	(November) Second Exclusion Bill rejected by the Lords, having passed the Commons

            
                  


	  
	  
	  




         
            
            	1681

            
            	Oldham, Satires upon the Jesuits

            
            	Third Exclusion Bill presented to Oxford Parliament, bringing about its immediate dissolution (April); Shaftesbury imprisoned
               (2 July) for high treason, but acquitted (27 November) by a Whig-packed jury
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1682

            
            	Otway, Venice Preserved

            
            	(November) Shaftesbury flees to Holland (d. 1683)

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1683

            
            	

            
            	Rye House Plot to murder Charles II and the Duke of York
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1685

            
            	Montaigne, Essays, trans. Cotton
            

            
            	(6 February) Death of Charles II; accession of James II; (6 July) defeat of Monmouth rebellion at Sedgemoor
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1686

            
            	

            
            	Provocative pro-Catholic measures adopted by James II (continued through 1687–8)
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1687

            
            	Newton, Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica

            
            	

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1688

            
            	Death of Bunyan Birth of Pope

            
            	(8–30 June) Trial and acquittal of the Seven Bishops for their refusal to read James II’s Declaration of Indulgence (to Catholics and Dissenters); (10 June) Birth of son to James II and Queen Mary; (5 November)
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	

            
            	

            
            	William of Orange lands at Torbay; (11 December) James flees London, finally escaping to France

            
                  


	  
	  
	  




         
            
            	1689

            
            	
Locke, Two Treatises of Government

	    Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding


            
            	(6 February) William and Mary jointly offered the throne, now deemed to be ‘vacant’ after James’s flight; James mounts expedition
               to Ireland, with the support of Louis XIV; (May) war declared on France (concluded, 1697)
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1690

            
            	Petty, Political Arithmetic

            
            	(1 February) ‘Non-juring’ clerics deprived for refusing to take the oath of allegiance to the new monarchs; (1 July) James
               defeated at the Battle of the Boyne; penal laws against Catholics introduced
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1692

            
            	Purcell, The Fairy Queen

            
            	(January) Jacobite Scots clans surrender to William III; (10 January) Duke of Malborough disgraced for corresponding secretly with James II; (13 February) Massacre of Macdonalds at Gencoe
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1693

            
            	Congreve, The Old Bachelor

            
            	(7 April) Declaration of James II undertaking to protect the Church of England and to grant indemnity to all supporters of the Revolution, in the event of
               his restoration
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1694

            
            	Purcell, Te Deum and Jubilate in D
            

            
            	(27 July) Establishment of the Bank of England; (28 December) Death of Queen Mary

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1696

            
            	Vanbrugh, The Relapse

            
            	(March–April) Trial of Jacobites involved in the ‘Fenwick’ and ‘Assassination’ plots against William III

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1697

            
            	
Birth of Hogarth

	    Vanbrugh, The Provoked Wife

	    Congreve, The Mourning Bride


            
            	(21 September) Treaty of Ryswick terminates the war with France; Louis XIV recognizes William III as King of England
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1698

            
            	

            
            	(11 October) First Partition Treaty with Louis XIV attempting to settle the question of the Spanish Succession on the death of King Carlos II; (14 December) Parliament votes for a massive cutback in William’s standing army; William said to be contemplating abdication
            

            
                  


	  
	  
	  



         
         
            
            	1700

            
            	Congreve, The Way of the World

            
            	

            
         

         


                  
   
      
      Introduction

      
      Whereas earlier English poets had been supported by patrons, or had derived their main income from sources other than their
         writing – whether as actors, theatre managers, diplomats, administrators, priests, tutors or persons of independent means
         – John Dryden was substantially dependent, for most of his life, on the proceeds of his pen. His official posts as Poet Laureate
         and Historiographer Royal to Charles II and James II brought him prestige and some financial rewards (though his salary from these positions was frequently in arrears), and he
         received occasional largess from aristocratic patrons. But his principal livelihood was derived, in his earlier years, from
         his writing for the theatre and, in later life, from the volumes of miscellany poems and classical translations published
         by his ‘bookseller’, Jacob Tonson. Most of Dryden’s writing may be described as ‘occasional’ in nature, having been written
         in direct reponse to contemporary events and circumstances, or to meet urgent performance or publication deadlines. His plays
         (nearly thirty in number) followed or adapted the fashionable dramatic genres of the day, their prologues and epilogues engaging
         in racy banter with the Restoration theatre audience. His historical poems, verse-epistles and formal odes celebrated public
         events, marked ceremonial occasions and addressed friends and eminent contemporaries. His satires and discursive poems polemicized
         for the royal cause, pilloried literary opponents and contributed to religious controversies. His prefaces debated the latest
         critical issues, and defended his own writerly practices. His translations met the demands of an expanding readership, avid
         for accessible English renderings of the foreign classics.
      

      
      The circumstances in which Dryden’s poetry was written have sometimes caused him to be regarded as a writer narrowly of his
         time, an exclusively ‘public’ or ‘topical’ poet whose imaginative and aesthetic orientations were at one with the rationalistic
         ethos of Restoration England, and whose art was narrowly bounded by partisan and commercial concerns. Dryden’s work, indeed,
         shows frequent signs of the pressures on him to flatter and propagandize, to meet urgent deadlines and to produce sorely needed box-office returns. It is, moreover, often densely allusive to current
         circumstances, ideas, debates and personalities. Several of his most famous poems refer closely to such contemporary events
         as the Second Dutch War (1665–7), the Popish Plot and Exclusion Crisis (1678–81) and the religio-political controversies leading
         to the Revolution of 1688–9. Others depend on equally detailed knowledge of recent theological disputes, of the Restoration
         theatrical world or of the life and work of contemporary dramatists, poets, antiquaries, artists, musicians and statesmen.
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