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      Enter the SF Gateway …


      In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:


      

      ‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’


      


      Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.


      The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.


      Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.


      Welcome to the SF Gateway.


      



Introduction by Terry Pratchett


Not long ago a newspaper, in one of those nice articles newspapers occasionally write to tell people who this Terry Pratchett person is, used the sentence: ‘He steals blatantly’. In an article about Another Author, the phrase used was: ‘draws gloriously on ancient and modern cultural references’. Both journalists meant the same thing, but I couldn’t help wondering what would have happened if the phrases had been swopped around, and where the wreckage would have landed.


Research (for it is that of which we speak, thank you so very much) tends to happen by itself, if you’ve got your mind right. In the past year or two I’ve knowingly researched chimney sweeping, chocolate, clock-making and rats, but God alone know what else I’ve picked up. The best research takes place when you think you’re doing something else, when information piles up in the attics of the brain and over time ceases to become words you have read and becomes things you can’t remember ever not knowing. Like volvas – they were Nordic seeresses (very safe ones, possibly, with riding lights) who wore catskin hoods and gloves. Or that Niflheim, a sort of Nordic hell, is very dreary and cold, and therefore instantly became Sniflheim to me the moment I read about it, which was probably when I was thirteen and would read anything if I thought it might have runes in it.


Research is reading, for interest, a book with a multi-typeface title so long that there’s a small lay-by halfway through it where soft drinks may be purchased: The 1864 ‘Cyclopedia of Commercial and Business ANECDOTES comprising INTERESTING REMINISCENCES AND FACTS, Remarkable Traits & Humours, AND Notable Sayings, Dealings, Experiences and Witticisms of MERCHANTS, TRADERS, BANKERS, MERCANTILE CELEBRITIES, MILLIONAIRES, BARGAIN MAKERS, etc, etc . . .’ and let’s stop there for a Vimto, with half the title still to go. But the research there isn’t in picking up occasional nuggets of fact to win a round of Trivial Pursuit, it’s in getting the sense of the world view of men for whom money wasn’t a thing but a process. And the feel of a world where you could have titles like that.


Do this for long enough and you end up getting an education, or something that passes for one in poor lighting conditions.


Discworld is full of the results. As Dave Langford points out, some of the weirdest things in Discworld are simply obscure byways of the history of our planet. If you want to see a fantasy world, open your eyes and step outside.


It’s worrying for me to read this book. I have to research Discworld now, mindful of the fact that some throw-away line in The Light Fantastic might prevent a whole wonderful plot happening twenty books down the line (thank goodness for quantum interpretations of time). So much has happened – and, with luck, still remains to happen. It’s a frightening thought. If I’d known Discworld would be this popular, I’d have written better books ...


Terry Pratchett





Read This Now


Once upon a time in 1996 there was The Unseen University Challenge, a Discworld quizbook loosely organized as a collection of eighty-odd tricky test papers from Unseen University, the legendary wizards’ college of Terry Pratchett’s Discworld. Now, in the same brain-warping tradition, we have The Wyrdest Link. Unbearable humiliations await the rash contender!


This time, the quiz themes come from Discworld’s many guilds, societies and organizations, from long-established ones like the Thieves’ and Assassins’ Guilds (found near the opening of the very first Discworld book) to others that came to prominence much later, like the Accountants. Additional featured groups include the eight Orders of wizardry, the Ankh-Morpork City Watch and even the Librarians of Time and Space.


When that first quizbook was completed there were a mere eighteen Discworld novels about which to pose smartarse questions, from The Colour of Magic in 1983 to Maskerade in 1996, plus a handful of spinoffs like comic-book adaptations and The Discworld Companion. Further novels drawn on for The Wyrdest Link begin with Feet of Clay in 1996, continuing through Hogfather, Jingo, The Last Continent, Carpe Jugulum and The Truth, until we reach Thief of Time and The Last Hero, both published in 2001 and bringing the official count to twenty-seven.


But of course it’s never that simple: this count ignores The Science of Discworld, whose fictional strand is a canonical Discworld story comparable in length to Eric or The Last Hero, but which didn’t appear from either of Terry Pratchett’s usual publishers. Incidentally, The Science of Discworld provides the useful term ‘Roundworld’ to distinguish our own, non-discoid Earth: this is used freely and gratefully in The Wyrdest Link.


As before, the main focus is on book-length Discworld fiction – although shorter works and the countless spinoffs like Mappes, diaries, portfolios and the like do get an occasional mention. There are, thank heaven, no questions about Discworld computer games. Well ... perhaps just one.


As before, you are warned that it really would be quite a good idea to have read a lot of Discworld novels before tackling this challenge, at least if you don’t want to be told rather rudely: ‘You Are The Wyrdest Link.’ On the other hand, being able to answer most or all of the questions off the top of your head does suggest excessive devotion and the need to get out more.


Additionally, it’s useful to have what Terry Pratchett calls a broad but shallow knowledge of eccentric trivia about our own world, since Discworld – world and mirror of worlds – is full to bursting with little jokes and allusions that reflect earthly doings, preferably weird ones. The daftest things in Discworld can sometimes be unsparingly accurate depictions of Roundworld quirks. You have been warned.


The quizmaster has learned a certain amount from constructive feedback, abuse, and death threats in the wake of The Unseen University Challenge, and has tried to avoid questions which turn on excessively minute knowledge of excessively minor Discworld characters, or are otherwise too bloody perverse and difficult. Well, perhaps just a few of the latter.


As before, there are guaranteed to be no boring old acrostics, ‘how many names can you find ...’ letter squares, or Discworld anagrams. Well, just one for those who insist: WILD SCROD.


In the printed version, by special request of our publishers, the Answers appeared at the back of the book rather than following each quiz. For the sake of ebook convenience, the answers have at colossal expense been moved to just after each quiz. Each set of answers includes a follow-on question giving you a chance to score a bonus point in the Extra Answers at the end of the ebook – see contents list. To make life simpler, the vast Hints section in The Unseen University Challenge has been abolished and occasional hints built into questions instead.


Finally, a unique offer: fill in all the answers in a printed copy of The Wyrdest Link, mail it by registered post to yourself, and you will be automatically entered in our prize competition. Every winner will receive a personalized copy of The Wyrdest Link with the answers filled in. Perhaps even correctly.


So ... are you The Wyrdest Link? Read on, and begin to find out.


David Langford





Guild of Fools and Joculators


An easy quiz to begin with! Naturally the Fools must stay in character by asking foolishly easy questions, but also insist on their own tomfool answers. Score a point for getting either the Fool or the Non-Fool answer ...


1. Which, numerically, was the Discworld novel that introduced Granny Weatherwax?


2. Which wizard was born under the Small Boring Group of Faint Stars?


3. What was the sticky basis of the glue invented by Leonard of Quirm for the Discworld equivalent of Post-It Notes?


4. Which Archchancellor of Unseen University shared a surname with a noted witch, a distant cousin whom he never met?


5. What austere ingredients were cooked up for Hogswatch dinner by one of Ankh-Morpork’s poshest restaurants when the food vanished?


6. What was the single question on the world’s easiest examination paper?


7. Which High Priest of the Sun reckoned it was a blessing he had the looks for the job: ‘a tall frame, a bald head and a nose you could plough rocks with’?


8. What is the inevitable name of the longest uncurved street in Discworld’s greatest city?


9. Which glamorous canine was characterized by Gaspode the Wonder Dog as having the brains of a stunned herring?


10. In which novel does the City Watch’s latest recruit identify his duties as ‘To Serve The Public Trust, Protect The Innocent, And Seriously Prod Buttock’?





Answers: Guild of Fools and Joculators


1. ‘A full dozen at cock-crow, and something less under the dog-star, by reason of the dew, which lies heavy on men taken by the scurvy.’ Non-Fool answer: Discworld novel number three, Equal Rites.


2. ‘If he be right astronomically, then is he the greater dunce in respect of true learning, the which goes by the globe. Argal, ’twere better he widened his wind-pipe.’ Non-Fool answer: Rincewind. See The Light Fantastic.


3. ‘Argal, I stick at nothing but cobble-stones, which by the same token, are stuck to the road by men’s fingers.’ Non-Fool answer: Boiled slugs. See Men at Arms.


4. ‘With a nid, and a nod, and a niddy-niddy-o.’ Non-Fool answer: Archchancellor Galder Weatherwax in The Light Fantastic; his connection to Granny Weatherwax is confirmed in Lords and Ladies.


5. ‘I am for Lancaster, and that’s to say, for good shoe leather.’ Non-Fool answer: Muddy old boots. See Hogfather.


6. ‘I’faith, nuncle, thou’t more full of questions than a martlebury is of mizzensails.’ Non-Fool answer: ‘What is your name?’ This was the special Unseen University exam set in Moving Pictures to force eternal student Victor Tugelbend into graduating (or failing utterly).


7. ‘I did impeticos thy gratility; for Malvolio’s nose is no whipstock.’ Non-Fool answer: High Priest Dios, the effective ruler of the land of Djelibeybi in Pyramids.


8. ‘Thou art not so long by the head as honorificabilitudinitatibus; thou art easier swallowed than a flap-dragon.’ Non-Fool answer: Short Street. See in particular the Mapp in The Streets of Ankh-Morpork.


9. ‘If a man’s brains were in’s heels, were’t not in danger of kibes?’ Non-Fool answer: Laddie in Moving Pictures.


10. ‘It is like a barber’s chair that fits all buttocks: the pin-buttock, the quatch-buttock, the brawn-buttock, or any buttock.’ Non-Fool answer: Feet of Clay, in which this admirable summary is recited by Dorfl the golem. The first two directives come from Robocop, but not the third.


Bonus question: which of the Foolish answers above actually comes from a Discworld novel? All but one are by other authors, naturally including Shakespeare. (See Extra Answers.)





Answers: The Lancre Witches


1. Granny Weatherwax wins. The main actual interest is in which other witch manages to come second. (A Tourist Guide to Lancre, ‘The Sea and Little Fishes’)


2. Mrs Gogol in Witches Abroad. They may call it voodoo over there in Genua, but it’s still what they call witchcraft in Lancre.


3. Agnes Nitt, whose inner thin girl was called Perdita. (Carpe Jugulum)


4. Granny Weatherwax, as revealed in Maskerade. Her conclusion: ‘Never pick yourself a name you can’t scrub the floor in.’


5. Nanny Ogg, in Thief of Time.


6. Magrat Garlick, in Witches Abroad. Bonus question: which witch was godmother to her child? (See Extra Answers.)


7. Warts, ‘a face like a sockful of marbles’, giving real crone-credibility. Granny was never able to grow any warts. (Equal Rites)


8. Nanny Ogg having a bath, and singing in it. People cowered indoors and under tables at the sound of her high C. (Lords and Ladies)


9. Agnes/Perdita Nitt, who ended the opera in Maskerade with a cry that devastatingly spanned the entire audible spectrum. ‘It isn’t over until the fat lady sings ...’


10. Magrat Garlick in her highly practical travelling trousers. (Witches Abroad)





Offler’s League of Temperance


Discworld offers a variety of fascinating beverages, not all of them soft drinks. Here are ten to test your palate and dissolve your teeth.


1. Who drank one of those special cocktails of layered, multicoloured liquors containing vegetation, paper umbrellas and ice cubes in the shape of little elephants?


2. What ‘very fine’ product carries the surname of its maker Jimkin Bearhugger?


3. ‘You don’t like brandy, dear. You like your special oat drink with the vitamins,’ said the wife of – which horseman?


4. What tipple favoured by vampires on the wagon is also a Hungarian wine known locally as Bikavér?


5. What’s unusual about the hangover produced by wine made from reannual grapes?


6. What is the only drink available in the office of Mr Slant the lawyer?


7. Which Guild leader’s tantalus held bottles labelled Mur, Nig, Trop and Yksihw?


8. What would you make from the Lancre Blackheart, the Golden Disagreeable or the Green Billet?


9. What was the brown, viscous froth oozing from every door and window of the shop, piling up in mounds that almost hid it?


10. When Igor at the undead bar was asked for one of these, ‘he didn’t mix a metaphor’ – what’s the drink?





Answers: Offler’s League of Temperance


1. Bibulous, God of Wine, in Hogfather.


2. Bearhugger’s Very Fine Whisky, Samuel Vimes’s former drink of choice. (Guards! Guards!, Men at Arms, etc.)


3. War, in Thief of Time.


4. Bull’s Blood – metaphorically in Hungary, literally in Discworld. (The Fifth Elephant)


5. With counterwise wine made from magic reannual grapes, you get the hangover or hangunder before actually drinking it. (Pyramids)
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