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      Introduction


      

         This book started because of Bunko. Yes, Bunko. If you’re unfamiliar with Bunko it’s the wildly popular dice game played by

         groups of women who scream uncontrollably at each roll in the hopes of rolling, well, a Bunko. Whatever that is. In my mind,

         these get-togethers are nothing more than a glorified tickle party. Anyway, if my wife hadn’t left the house for her Bunko

         game this book would have never come to fruition. It all started one August night in 2005 when my wife scampered away to her

         cult-like group, leaving me to watch over our two small girls. As one who uses the world of media as a form of distraction,

         I had a few options over the next three hours. At that point in my life my brain was starting to melt from being subjected

         to over 10,000 hours of the kids musical group the Wiggles, so popping one of those mind-numbing videos in the VCR was clearly

         out of the question. The Web seemed a logical choice. With a child on each knee, I surfed the Internet for some interactive

         Web sites for my daughters to enjoy. After two minutes my eyes started to bleed from watching a computerized Elmo spin on

         his head. I had to click away before my manhood was totally stripped from me. Then an idea popped into my head. I had heard

         through the family grapevine that my brother-in-law had recently put a few of his wares to sell on one of the most popular

         Web sites in the world—eBay. As an eBay member myself, I decided to check them out. My life would never be the same from that

         moment forward.

      


      After logging into my eBay account I found his items. Naturally, in the world of eBay, these dust-collecting items 

         were hidden treasures ready to be gobbled up by an anxious and reclusive buyer in Iowa or an elderly shopaholic in Texas.

         These were the following nuggets of pure eBay gold he was selling: A pair of used size 13 Rockport shoes, a ceramic “The Last

         Supper” sculpture with Jesus and his disciples, and a set of country- style napkins with place mats and napkin holders. Inherently

         there was nothing too strange about those items. My brother-in-law simply wanted to get rid of some stuff and earn a couple

         of honest bucks. But what caught my fancy were the descriptions of said items. The description for his Jesus and Disciples

         sculpture stated “if you are a collector of religious artifacts then this is a must-have!” What? You mean to tell me that

         this Michelangelo meets Leonardo da Vinci sculpture is up for sale on eBay with the low starting bid of only 99 cents? Why

         hasn’t it been donated to the Smithsonian, surrounded by a glass casing with those invisible laser security devices deterring

         would-be thieves? Wouldn’t that be a more logical resting place for this obviously rare and collectable jewel? Indiana Jones

         surely would have searched the bowels of the Amazon jungle for such a find. There were so many questions that burned inside

         of me concerning this must-have religious relic, so I sent him a few over-the-top questions about this Last Supper sculpture.

         After firing off a few more outlandish questions about his other items he finally e-mailed me to say that I should do the

         same to other eBay sellers to see what kind of reaction I could get. And so it started. I trolled eBay and quickly found a

         lovely Copper Metal Flower Arranging Form Bird Cage that stated it was “Worry Free!” at the bottom of the description. Worry

         free? This didn’t quite make sense to me so I decided to exploit it. How can a flower arranging birdcage be “Worry Free!”?

         So I took on the persona of a character that suffers greatly from worrying about whether sippy cups are really safe, the GNP

         of Hungary, and the number 72. I asked if his Copper Metal Flower Arranging Form Bird Cage could really help cure my condition

         of worrying and help me become “Worry 

         Free!” like his description promised. To my delight I received a reply the next day with the assessment that the “Worry Free!”

         description was merely a reflection of the “ready-to-use nature of the cage” and that it, sadly, would not cure my condition.

         It worked. They bought it. If someone can take that question seriously then surely there would be more eBay sellers out there

         that would think the same. Thus, my alter ego Art Farkas was created.

      


      Over the course of the next ten months my obsessive-compulsive tendencies were channeled in a new direction—firing off-the-wall

         questions to unsuspecting eBay sellers about their items. By day I was a simple fifth-grade teacher—by night I transformed

         into Art Farkas. From the person selling a vintage French bayonet to the one offering a ceramic bird feeder tray, no one was

         safe from my onslaught of seemingly far-fetched, creative letters. I was whooping it up pretty good, like a mad scientist

         rubbing his hands together in mischievous glee. And so, Letters to eBay was born. So sit back, put your hands around a cup of piping hot cocoa and enjoy the Web mayhem that I created. And remember—these

         are actual auctions and responses from actual eBay sellers. Oh, and by the way, the infamous Jesus and Disciples religious

         artifact sculpture? It never sold… not even for 99 cents.

      


   

      New Large Copper Metal Flower Arranging Form Bird Cage
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      Decorative Bird Cage
Large
Directly Imported by Deals Only!


      This elegant bird cage is a must for any
flower arranger/craftsperson!
Makes a wonderful "form" or frame
 for

         arrangements of dried flowers!

      


      The creative possibilities are endless!


      Fits on any shelf or table!


      Top Loading for easy cleaning/replacement of flowers!


      Small front door with built-in latch!


      Made of aluminum, which has been hand-painted to look like weathered antique copper!


      Painted aluminum looks elegant like antique copper, but won’t corrode or oxidize!


      Perfect for outside arrangements, or for live flowers in pots!


      Worry Free!


      Dimensions:
13" in Diameter, 20" Tall


      

         Hello and greetings! I am interested in your New Large Copper Metal Flower Arranging Form Bird Cage with the low opening bid

         of $14.99. Your description of said item has helped a lot in my pondering process. I have one thought though. At the bottom

         of your description you say, “Worry free!” The simple fact is that my medical condition (please no inquiries in your reply

         e-mail) causes me to worry greatly about everything. I worry about simple and great things of the world including whether

         sippy cups are really safe, the GNP of Hungary, and the number 72. My question: Will your product really help me to be “Worry

         free!”? Believe me, I’ve tried everything to help fix my medical condition. (Again, NO questions please.) Thank you for your

         time.
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      Hello-


      Thank you for your interest in our auctions! The “worry free” line is more of a description of the ready-to-use nature

         of the cage. It is not a corrodible/rustable material and is ready to use right out of the box. It certainly does not extend

         to anything besides the cage. So no, this cage will not cure your condition.

      


      Thank You,


      Hunter at Dealsonlywebstore.com


   

      Handmade Satin Organza Rose Flowers with Pouch-Doll-Quilt


      [image: art]


      

         Up for your consideration is a lot of 48 pieces of SATIN ROSES. These ROSES are a Pale Pink color and are SHADED here and

            there with a BEAUTIFUL SOFT Rose color. They have two SATIN PETALS and also 2 SHEER ORGANZA PETALS with a ROSETTE center and

            5 SOFT GREEN leaves. These DARLING SATIN ROSES will come to you tucked in a sheer organza pouch embellished with a little

            flower on the front. This is a great way to keep these BEAUTIFUL satin flowers safe and protected.


      The measurements are approx. 1½" to 1¾" round (the flower itself, not measuring the 5 leaves behind the flower).


      Thank you for your interest in my auction.


      HAPPY BIDDING from Pamela Amundson—the delight-fuldesigner


      

         Greetings! Our daughter, Zoila, is set to attend her first high school prom in three weeks and my wife, Dotty, and I are making

         her dress. A very nice young man named Simon (freckles), who is president of the chess club and plays the french horn, is

         escorting her and we’re pleased as punch! We held a three-hour interview with him last Monday and laid down the ground-rules

         for his date with our daughter. No monkey business and home by 9:00 is our policy. We have already purchased twelve yards

         of a periwinkle silk fabric, four bob-bins of lavender thread, and a plethora of muti-colored buttons. We love your appliqués

         and think they would complement Zoila’s new dress perfectly. But, as strict Presbyterians, we’re concerned with the title

         of your auction. What do you mean by “Satin Organza”? Naturally, we’re against Satin and his powers of evil and would not

         want to purchase anything having to do with Satin. If you could clear this up with us we might purchase your appliqués. Thank

         you.

      


      Art


      Good morning Art,


      I awoke to check my e-mails and was also concerned with reading your e-mail. You sure had me questioning myself. I thought

         the spelling of Satan is with an a and not an i. So I got the dictionary out and wanted to make sure. Sure enough, this is

         the spelling of Satan not Satin. The description of Satin is a silky material that is glossy on one side. That is how the

         dictionary describes Satin. I surely would not include evil in my auctions. I have a Catholic background and was taught while

         growing up attending Catholic school that Satan was not the one to put my faith in. I would surely not include this name in

         my auctions, I can assure you. Have a great day and I was happy that your daughter has parents that are so wonderful to make

         her dress together. This will really make a lasting impression on her for the rest of her life. I am sure of that. It also

         would be a great honor to have made something to embellish her dress for her first prom.

      


      Pamela
 www.pamelaamundson.com


   

      Large Lucien Legeard Trap (animal trap, gin, rodent)
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         A splendid example of this large trap with a long chain and grapple hook 17" trap, 7" jaws, 44" chain.

      


      It sets well, has a safety catch and is in excellent condition.


      The maker’s name Lucien Legeard is clearly stamped on the spring.


      Five teeth are spaced around the jaws.


      This size comes on the last row, which translates: for Jackals, Foxes, Otters, Wolves, Badgers. The use of Pole Traps was

         made illegal in 1904, similarly Gin Traps in 1958, but it is perfectly legal to collect these old antiques.

      


      This will have to be my last set of traps for a while. I am away carp fishing in France early September, home for a few days

         and then off to Vancouver to return 2nd October.

      


      I will then post more traps from my collection and who knows, I might even acquire some interesting ones during my travels.


      Thanks to all my customers :)


      

         Hello! I search eBay from 3:30–5:00 (after I feed the ducks) for interesting items. I have found something for my hobby here

         with your Lucien Legeard Trap. I belong to a group of men aged between 45–85 who enjoy the thrill of the hunt. We call our

         group “The Fugitives” and we hunt each other for sport. One person is chosen to be Dr. Richard Kimble and the rest are a part

         of Marshal Samuel Gerard’s posse. It’s just like the movie, where we give the person (usually it’s eighty-two-year-old Glen)

         a head start, making him jump into a river or canal a la the 1993 movie. Then the rest of us hunt him down in the forest.

         He likes to hide in leaves. We can use any type of weapons, devices, and equipment we see fit to hunt our fugitive. I know

         that we would love to use your Large Lucien Legeard Trap. My questions: How long do you believe one could be stuck in the

         trap and still live? How much damage could it do to a human ankle? Thank you for your time.
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      Actually the Lucien Legeard would be unsuitable. Firstly, the jaws are only 8" across and you would be lucky to get a man’s

         foot in that small size. Secondly as it’s a single spring, a human could reach down and release himself if caught. The British

         did have a man trap with double springs and plain jaws. But when these come up for auction they are terribly expensive because

         of their rarity. Cheers. Alan

      


   

      Hobo the Clown Marionette–String Puppet
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         Hobo The Marionette


      This string marionette is a clown dressed in bright colors. It’s 15 inches tall without the strings.


      As a child or a child at heart, this toy is lots of fun. Make Nellie run, dance, go to the floor and more. You can sing as

         he dances. Have Fun!

      


      Accepted Payment : PayPal


      This toy can make a great birthday, Christmas, Holiday present!


      

         Hello! My older sister, Jane, is a big prankster and my brother Carlos (adopted) and I are planning to turn the tide. She

         once laid down 600 super balls on my bathroom floor and I broke my collarbone, ruptured my coccyx and sprained my right eyelid.

         You see, Jane is terrified of clowns ever since the state fair in 1988. She thinks they’re “of the devil.” My brother and

         I are planning on hiding 325 clown puppets around the church on her wedding day Jan. 12. We will place them in the balcony,

         in the pews (rows 3–12), near the candles, embedded in the flowers, peaking over the pastor’s pocket, in her bathroom, in

         the best man’s shoe, in the flower girl’s bouquet, sitting on the piano bench, and manning the sound equipment. We also will

         hire four real clowns (The Mendoza Brothers) who will mingle with the guests after the ceremony. This will frighten her beyond

         belief! We can’t wait! Will your Clown Puppet stand on its own or will we have to prop it up? Can it make any sounds? Thank

         you.
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      Hi. The clown, as it is a marionette doesn’t stand on its own and doesn’t make sounds. It has strings. You have the control

         of its movement while playing with it.

      


      The wedding day is a very special moment for the ones who are getting married—the parents, friends and relatives. I believe

         marriage is a terrifying decision on its own, when you think about the changes in your life that have to be made, responsibilities,

         economics and the possibility of having children to take care about. When you are at the altar getting ready for the ceremony,

         your whole life comes to mind, the good times and bad times. You re-evaluate life, before making the decision. I understand

         you want to make her payback all the terrible things she did, but she is your sister. It seems that even with all the terrible

         things that happened you still love each other. Think about it. At the end you and Carlos will always have in mind what happened

         at her wedding and its consequences. Maybe you can think of doing the clown thing in another activity with her. Sometimes

         there are activities before a wedding (rehearsal, dinner or brunch etc.). I know it’s not my business, but I felt the need

         to write this. Take good care of yourself and your family. They are the most precious thing we have in life.

      


      Thanks for visiting our store! The marionette is a good item to buy for someone to enjoy it. Maybe in time she will accept

         them, when she becomes a mother, you give it as a present to your nephew!

      


      Take care,


      Sandra


   

      Meinl Headliner–Five Star Cherry Congas and Bongos
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         This auction is for a set of AA Meinl Headliner– Five Star Cherry/Chrome Congas and bongos with bongo stand. They were bought

         last winter and have been sitting in the corner of my room since. They are still in new condition for they have not been moved

         anywhere but to get them into my home. When purchased, the whole set was $460.

      


      

         Greetings and hello! I was browsing eBay (I do so every day after People’s Court) and stumbled across your auction. You see, my great grandmother Kiki has been living with my sister and I for nearly two

         years and she’s driving us downright batty. She hardly does our laundry anymore too! We have decided it’s time for her to

         go out and earn some rent money. We think that your Meinl Headliner–Five Star Cherry Congas and Bongos would be a great investment

         for us. We would set up the Congas and Bongos on the corner of 5th and Granite and Grandmother Kiki would drum to the walking

         public hoping for loose change. My questions: Do you think that the Congas and Bongos would be difficult for her to carry

         or would we need some sort of carrying device for easier transport? How much do they weigh? Do you think that she could play

         all four at the same time? Maybe the Congas with her hands and the Bongos with her feet? Thank you for your time.
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      Hmmm… carrying them to the street corner. This task may be difficult but could be done. Put that conga stand around her neck,

         duct tape one to her back and one to her front and ride the bongos, with stand attached, like a horse. It would probably be

         better for transportation if you had a carrying device but can be done without. You may have to walk back a few times to grab

         the pieces you couldn’t get before. I’m not sure of the exact weight but not too bad. All and all, I would say maybe 50ish

         pounds. If Kiki could play with her feet, then I would bet she could make a little money playing on the street corner.

      


   

      Happy Birthday Hat Banner Banners Flag Flags
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         The Happy Birthday Hat Banner features a brightly colored birthday hat on a yellow background! The border of this decorative

         flag is done in multiple colors with stars, moons, flowers, birthday cake and a present! The word “Happy” appears at the top

         of the flag and the word “Birthday” appears at the bottom! This is a great flag to put out for everyone’s birthday! This flag

         is brand new and in the manufacturer’s packaging!

      


      

         Greetings! I have a few questions about your Birthday Banner. I run a cock fighting ring and a very popular rooster named

         El Uno Con Grandes Talentos (The One With Large Talons) is celebrating his two-year birthday on February 18. It just so happens

         that he’s scheduled to fight Mr. Bubbles that day (4–1 odds) and we wish to plan a party for him. His record currently sits

         at 28–4 and he has proved to be a most profitable bird for our business. As El Uno Con Grandes Talentos enters the ring, everyone

         in attendance will be wearing party hats, blowing those party horns, screaming, “Viva El Uno Con Grandes Talentos! Viva El

         Uno Con GrandesTalentos!” The spectators will be treated to one complementary piping hot churro. My wife, Conchita, and I

         are decorating the cock fighting ring. Could your Birthday Banner be attached to the barbed wire that surrounds the ring?

         Could we wrap El Uno Con Grandes Talentos in the banner, like a prize fighter donning the flag of his country? Thank you.
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