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Time for Outrage


      
      Ninety-three years old. The last leg of my journey. The end is in sight. I’m lucky to be able to seize the time I have left
         to reflect on the events that laid the foundation for my lifelong commitment to politics: the Resistance, and the program
         devised sixty-six years ago by the National Council of the Resistance. For this, we owe a debt of gratitude to Jean Moulin,
         who rallied together the scattered forces that opposed the German occupation of France—resistance movements, political parties,
         trade unions—to unite them in their defense of France and their pledge of allegiance to its only true leader: General Charles
         de Gaulle. I had joined de Gaulle in London in March 1941. And it was there, on March 15, 1944, that I learned the council had drawn up and adopted a declaration of its policy, putting forward a set of
         values and principles upon which to ground our nation’s modern democracy once it was freed from occupation.1

      
      Today, more than ever, we need these principles and values. It is the duty of us all to ensure that our society remain one
         of which we are proud, not a society wary of immigrants and intent on their expulsion or a society that disputes the welfare
         state or a society in which the media are controlled by the wealthy. We would oppose such things were we the true heirs to
         the National Council of the Resistance.
      

      
      The year 1945 marked the end of a horrific tragedy. It also marked the beginning of an ambitious plan for the renewal of society,
         driven by the forces that made up the council. Let us not forget that this was when French Social Security came into being,
         just as the Resistance had stipulated in its program: “a far-reaching Social Security system, guaranteeing that no citizen
         would go without the basic means to survive should he or she be unable to work”; “a pension allowing workers to end their days in dignity.”
      

      
      Energy—electricity, gas, and coal—was nationalized. So were the major banks, for this was what the program advocated: “that
         the nation reclaim all major means of production thus far monopolized, the fruit of the workers’ labor; all sources of energy;
         the riches of our natural resources; the insurance companies and the largest banks”; “that a true democracy, both economic
         and social, be established, which implies the eradication of the economic and financial feudalism ruling our economy.” Common
         interest would prevail over individual interest, just as the fair sharing of proceeds between workers would override the power
         of money. The Resistance proposed “a rational reorganization of the economy that would ensure the subordination of individual
         interest to the common interest, a structure freed from the dictatorship of executives that is but a replica of the fascist
         state,” and the Provisional Government of the French Republic (1944–46) acted as a channel for these proposals.
      

      
      A true democracy requires and insists on freedom of the press; the Resistance understood this, and it made its demands accordingly.
         It supported “the freedom of the press, its honor and its independence from the state, from the power of capital and from
         foreign influence.” As early as 1944, the government passed legislation to ensure these freedoms. Today, however, these freedoms
         are once again in peril.
      

      
      The Resistance called for “all French children to receive a thorough education” without discrimination. Yet reforms proposed
         in France in 2008 endanger this plan. A number of young teachers, whose actions I champion, have gone so far as to refuse
         to apply them. Their salaries were cut as punishment. Their sense of outrage flared up; they “disobeyed,” judging these reforms
         to be disloyal to the ideals of the republic, serving instead a money-driven society that hinders the development of creativity
         and the spirit of debate.
      

      
      Today, it is the very foundation of the social achievements of the Resistance that is under fire.2

      
   
      
      
      
Indignation Fuels Resistance
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Indignez-vous!

STEPHANE HESSEL

Translated by Marion Duvert
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