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To all those blooper-makers over the years—
thanks for the memories…
and the laughs—L.B.


To Dana and Ryan—K.G.



WHY DO WE LOVE SPORTS SO MUCH?


I mean, if you aren’t a fan, sports are kind of dumb. Take basketball, for instance. People throw a ball into a basket—it’s that simple. And just for doing that, players are paid zillions of dollars while millions of fans scream their lungs out. Crazy!


But people love sports. If you wanted to, you could watch sports twenty-four hours a day on television, or you could talk about it all day and all night on those radio shows where they talk sports, sports, and nothing but sports.


You’ve also probably heard sayings like “Sports is a game of inches” and “That’s the way the ball bounces.” Well, that’s where I come in. Sure, it’s neat when your favorite player hits a home run. But it’s even neater when the ball bounces off the outfielder’s head and then goes over the fence. If you’re like me, first you laugh, then you wonder what the rule is, and then you tell your buddy about it.


I collect sports bloopers and show them on television in a segment I call “Spanning the World.” I show all kinds of wild and wacky, outrageous sports stuff. I’ve been doing this for nearly twenty years and yet I’ve never run out of material.


Did you hear about the dwarf who once played major league baseball? Or another big leaguer who ran around the bases backwards!


An NFL quarterback once passed the ball to himself! And then there was the Football Hall of Fame star who injured himself during the pregame coin toss!


Did you know there was an NBA basketball player who scored for both teams in the same game? Or that there was a basketball game in which the coach ordered one of his players to get down on all fours and bark like a dog?


Have you heard about the NHL hockey game that was canceled because of fog? Or the golfer who hit a tee shot that sliced onto a road, bounced off a car, and landed in the cup for a hole in one?


What about the Australian swimming coach who threw a live crocodile into the pool to make his swimmers go faster? You can’t make this stuff up!


Even the rules in sports are nuts. For example, what’s the deal with lines? In baseball, if a ball hits the foul line it’s a fair ball. But in football, if you step on the line you’re out of bounds. In tennis, if a ball hits the line it’s good. But in basketball, dribble on the line and it’s a turnover. Make up your mind, already!


Sometimes sports can be dumb and sometimes sports can be goofy, but no matter what we still LOVE ‘em! In the following pages, you’ll see why.
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BASEBALL


For it’s one, two, three strikes, you’re out,


At the old ball game!


Sounds so simple, doesn’t it? Three strikes, you’re out. Three outs per inning. But in baseball it’s not quite that simple. Anything can happen… and it usually does.


I’ve seen a pitched ball bounce and wind up in the umpire’s shirt pocket. I’ve seen a ground ball bounce down the first baseman’s shirt. And I’ve seen a batted ball hit so hard it got stuck in the fielder’s glove.


I’ve seen a shortstop tag the umpire by mistake at second base. And there was an outfielder who didn’t bother fielding a base hit—when the ball came to him he just kicked it back to the infield!


Foul balls do the craziest things. I’ve seen one go on a fly right into a garbage can in the stands. Another foul ball went into the press box and smashed a television set—the ball wound up inside the TV!


I’ve seen two players catch the same ball at once. And I’ve seen two runners on a base at the same time.


Balls, bats, players, and fans can all take funny bounces. That’s what this chapter is all about. So just pull up a chair, buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jack, and enjoy.


Play ball!


In May 1993 at the old Cleveland Municipal Stadium, the Indians’ Carlos Martinez hit a long fly ball to right. Jose Canseco was the right fielder that day for the Texas Rangers. But as he put his glove up to catch the ball it hit him squarely on top of his head and bounced over the wall for a home run!


Sportscasters everywhere thought they were clever when they said “It’s about time Canseco used his head!”


In May 1998, in a minor league baseball game in Shreveport, Louisiana, pitcher Randy Phillips was hit in the head by a hard-line drive. He dropped to the pitcher’s mound face first, but the ball popped high into the air and was caught on the fly by the first baseman for an out.
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Phillips received fourteen stitches, but he didn’t miss his next start. Now that’s a hardheaded pitcher!


On June 23, 1963, outfielder Jimmy Piersall of the New York Mets hit the 100th home run of his major league career. He celebrated by running around the bases backwards.


The pitcher, Dallas Green of the Philadelphia Phillies, didn’t think it was funny. Nor did the Mets’ manager—he handed Jimmy his walking papers a few days later.


In June 1999, the Yankees were hosting the Mets at Yankee Stadium. Rey Ordonez of the Mets hit the ball hard—right back to the mound. Orlando Hernandez, the Yankee pitcher known as El Duque, made a backhand grab on one bounce. But the ball was hit so hard he couldn’t get it out of his glove.


What did El Duque do? He threw the glove— with the ball still inside it—over to first for the out. And it counted!


Hernandez isn’t the only pitcher with an unusual fielding style. In June 1996 at Shea Stadium, Edgar Renteria of the Florida Marlins hit a come-backer to the mound. Mets pitcher Pete Harnisch stuck out his rear end and “butted” the ball over to his third baseman who threw to first for the out.


Harnisch turned out to be a real buttinsky, huh?


Can a ball hit the bat twice on the same play?


In July 2000, Todd Hollandsworth was batting for the Los Angeles Dodgers against the Colorado Rockies. But when he hit the ball his bat shattered, and the ball grounded toward second base while half of the bat flew toward first. Rockies second baseman Todd Walker fielded the ball, but his off-balance throw to first bounced in the dirt. Actually, it didn’t hit the dirt—it bounced off the broken part of the bat and rolled away. Hollandsworth was safe at first!


In April 1992, Kirk Gibson was playing for the Pittsburgh Pirates. He only appeared in sixteen games that season, but one of them was unique.


The Pirates were playing the Chicago Cubs at Wrigley. Gibson was the base runner at first when his manager called for a hit-and-run. As the pitcher began his delivery, Gibson took off for second, but his batting helmet came off. And wouldn’t you know it… the batted ball, which would have been a single to right, hit Gibson’s helmet that was lying on the ground.


The ball ricocheted to Cubs second baseman Ryne Sandberg. Gibson, thinking the ball was in right field, rounded second and headed for third. He was caught in a rundown and easily tagged out. His batting helmet is what got him out!


Was he the original Wallbanger?


During a May 1991 game at Civic Stadium in Portland, Oregon, outfielder Rodney McCray ran through a plywood fence in right field while trying to catch a fly ball.


McCray was not hurt. In fact, he became famous for this play as newscasts all across the country showed it over and over.


In August 1987, Cleveland fans gathered to watch the Indians’ minor league team, the Williamsport Bills, battle the Reading Phillies.
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In the fifth inning, with a Reading runner on third, Bills catcher Dave Bresnahan called timeout. He told the home plate umpire something was wrong with his catcher’s mitt and went to the dugout to retrieve another one. Only … his new mitt contained a potato! After catching the next pitch, Bresnahan rifled the potato over the head of the third baseman into left field. The runner jogged home, thinking the ball was thrown away and he was going to score easily. But Dave had a surprise—he still had the ball, and he tagged the runner out.
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