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“I can’t wait to eat these!” said Mia Thompson, measuring out a spoonful of baking powder and tipping it into a mixing bowl. She and her little sister, Elsie, were trying out a new chocolate brownie recipe that Mia had found online.

“What can I do?” Elsie asked.

“You can add the chocolate,” said Mia.

Elsie poured a cupful of chocolate chips into the bowl and Mia stirred them into the dark brown mixture.

“It’s ready to bake now,” said Mia, carefully spooning the mixture into a baking tin.

The girls’ mum opened the oven door and slid the baking tin inside. “How long do they need to cook for?” she asked.

Mia went over to the laptop computer on the kitchen table. She checked the recipe that was on the screen. “Thirty minutes,” she told her mum.

PING! As she clicked the tab shut, Mia heard the sound of a new email arriving. It was from her best friend, Charlotte!

Clicking the email open, Mia read the message:

 

Hey Mia,

I thought you might like this super cute kitten video. Hope to see you soon. ;-)

Lots of love,

Charlotte

xxx

 

“Mum!” called Mia. “Charlotte sent me a video. Can I watch it?”

“Me too!” said Elsie, crowding around the computer screen.

“Of course,” said Mum, coming over to join them.

Charlotte and her family had moved to California not long ago, so the girls often emailed and texted each other. Mia clicked play on the video and an image of an adorable grey kitten with big blue eyes filled the screen. The kitten was standing in front of a mirror, swatting its reflection with its little paws.

“Oh my gosh!” cooed Mia. “It’s so cute.” Mia loved all animals – but kittens were probably her favourites. They were just so sweet!
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“Can we watch this one too?” Elsie asked, pointing at a link to another kitten video. It had been viewed almost five million times!

“Go on, then,” said their mum, smiling.

The sisters giggled as they watched a video of three ginger kittens climbing on top of a snoring bulldog, who didn’t even wake up when one of the kittens sat right on his head!

“Aww,” said Mia. “Can we get a kitten, Mum?”

“Hmm,” said Mum. “I’m not sure Flossie would like another cat in the house.”

“Maybe we should make a video of Flossie,” said Elsie.

“Maybe later,” said Mum. “Right now it’s time to watch Talent Quest.” She pointed to the time in the corner of the computer screen.

“Yay!” squealed Elsie and Mia.

In the living room, they snuggled up on the sofa to watch their favourite television show. Flossie came and sat on Mia’s lap, purring happily as Mia stroked her soft white fur.

“Tonight we have a very special guest judge,” announced the show’s host. “She’s a former Talent Quest winner. Please welcome pop sensation Alice de Silver!”

“Alice!” cried Mia and Elsie together as a glamorous young woman with strawberry-blonde hair appeared on the screen. She wore a glittering gold gown and strappy high heels.

“She looks great,” said Mum. “I still can’t believe our neighbour became a pop star!”

“I’m so thrilled to be here tonight,” Alice said, smiling into the camera. “I’m hoping to spot some exciting new talent.”

Mia felt a warm glow of pride. Alice had spotted her talent already. Before Charlotte moved to America, Alice had let the girls in on an amazing secret. Alice wasn’t just a famous pop star, she was also a Secret Princess – someone who could grant wishes! Because Mia and Charlotte had such a strong talent for friendship, Alice thought that they had the potential to become Secret Princesses, just like her!

As the first contestant performed an energetic dance routine, Mum’s mobile buzzed. Checking the message, she said, “It’s from your dad. He’ll pick you girls up at ten tomorrow morning.”

“Cool,” said Mia.

“Maybe Daddy will take us to the park,” said Elsie.

Mia and Elsie lived with their mum, but they saw their dad every weekend and always did fun things together.

As Mum switched her phone off, Mia thought about how the Secret Princesses didn’t need mobile phones. They had something even cooler – magic moonstone bracelets they used to talk to each other! Mia and Charlotte were working towards earning their own moonstone bracelets, but they still needed to grant two more wishes.
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Glancing down at her magic necklace, Mia’s heart leaped. The half-heart pendant was glowing!

Gently moving Flossie on to Elsie’s lap, Mia stood up. “Um, I think the brownies might be ready,” she quickly said. No time passed while she was off on a Secret Princesses adventure, so no one would notice she was gone, but she still couldn’t let her family see her disappear!

The kitchen was filled with the delicious scent of chocolate. Shutting the door behind her, Mia held her pendant and whispered, “I wish I could be with Charlotte!”
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“[ promise that I will be kind and brave,

Using my magic to help and save, A
Granting wishes and doing my best, ;
To make people smile and bring happiness.” /
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