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INTRODUCTION

This Snapshot guide, excerpted from my guidebooks Rick Steves Scandinavia and Rick Steves Northern European Cruise Ports, introduces you to the three great cities of eastern Baltic Sea: St. Petersburg, Russia’s showpiece “window on the West,” which was custom-built by the czars to impress the world; the slick Finnish capital of Helsinki, with a livable urban core, world-famous architectural gems, inviting harborfront market, and a knack for design; and the charming Estonian capital of Tallinn, with fine viewpoints, oodles of cobbles, and an irrepressible Estonian spirit. At these chilly northern latitudes, the summer travel season is short, but the charms are ample. Ogle St. Petersburg’s opulent palaces, boulevards, and onion domes. Squeeze between Finns and squat on a wooden bench to sweat in a sauna. And browse the charms of Tallinn, one of Northern Europe’s most atmospheric old towns. With its ties both to Scandinavian kings and to Russian czars of yore, you’ll see how East meets West here in Europe’s north. All three of these cities are well-connected by short and scenic boat trips.

To help you have the best trip possible, I’ve included the following topics in this book:

• Planning Your Time, with advice on how to make the most of your limited time

• Orientation, including tourist information (abbreviated as TI), tips on public transportation, local tour options, and helpful hints

• Sights with ratings:

▲▲▲—Don’t miss

▲▲—Try hard to see

▲—Worthwhile if you can make it

No rating—Worth knowing about

• Sleeping and Eating, with good-value recommendations in every price range

• Connections, with tips on trains, buses, and boats

Practicalities, near the end of this book, has information on money, phoning, hotel reservations, transportation, and more.

To travel smartly, read this little book in its entirety before you go. It’s my hope that this guide will make your trip more meaningful and rewarding. Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar.

Счастливого пути..Hyvä matkaa... Head reisi...Happy travels!
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RUSSIA
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RUSSIA


Россия

Enigmatic. Intimidating. Fascinating. Boasting some of the most spectacular cities, churches, and fortresses on earth, wrapped in a culture that’s as monolithic and xenophobic as its onetime rival (read: us), Russia is an exciting frontier for adventurous Western travelers. Though no longer the great military and political power that it was during the Cold War, Russia remains a country of huge natural resources—energy, minerals, forests, rivers, and arable land.

Russia was poor and remote for centuries, with a good part of the population bound in serfdom until the 1860s. In the late 19th century, Russia began to industrialize, built closer ties to Europe, and fostered writers such as Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky, and Chekhov.
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One of the new ideas that came to Russia from the West was communism. Led by Lenin and Stalin, the communist experiment lasted almost 75 years before it collapsed in 1991. Since then, despite widespread corruption, Russia has managed to build up something akin to a free-market economy. In urban shopping districts, you’ll watch Russians perusing at least as many choices as American shoppers have.

Recently, Russia has taken baby steps toward making it easier for tourists to come on short visits to St. Petersburg, especially by ship. But a wildly fluctuating currency, still-improving service standards, limited knowledge of English, and a general lack of user-friendliness continue to challenge. And complicated, expensive visa requirements make Russia an uninviting destination for independent American travelers. However, the travel experience in Russia is slowly improving, year by year—particularly as the country has geared up for the world spotlight as the host country of the Winter Olympics in 2014 and the World Cup in 2016.

Traveling in Russia—or even just tuning into the news from there—leaves a strong impression of a place that, while massive and powerful, is still finding itself in the post-communist world. Yeltsin-era reforms and optimism have faded. Recent changes in the law have alarmed lovers of free speech, gay-rights advocates, and anyone who supports democratic ideals. And, more than a decade and a half into his quasi-authoritarian rule, Vladimir Putin casts a long shadow over the world’s largest country.



  Russia Almanac

  Official Name: Russian Federation (Российская Федерация), or just Russia.



Population: Russia is a vast, multiethnic country of more than 142 million people, including a wide range of ethnic-Asian minority groups (one in five Russians is not ethnically Russian).

Latitude and Longitude: St. Petersburg sits at about 60°N and 30°E. It’s nearly as far north as Canada’s Northwest Territories and Yukon, and farther east than Istanbul.

Area: 6.6 million square miles, nearly double the size of the US.

Geography: The world’s biggest country by area, Russia stretches from Europe all the way across Asia to Alaska. The European continent contains only about a quarter of Russia’s land, but three-quarters of its population.

Biggest City: Moscow, Russia’s capital, is home to 11.5 million people—making St. Petersburg, the second city, seem small with “just” 4.8 million.

Economy: Russia’s Gross Domestic Product of $2.5 trillion makes it the world’s seventh-biggest economy—though its per capita GDP ($17,700) ranks around 70th.

Currency: The Russian ruble (R, official RUB) has been in flux recently. Check the latest rates online.

Government: As a federation, Russia has 46 provinces (like the 50 US states)—which include oblasts, republics, and federal cities. The country is firmly led by President Vladimir Putin and his handpicked associate, Prime Minister Dimitry Medvedev.

Language: The native language is Russian, which uses the Cyrillic alphabet. For details, see here.

Flag: Russia’s “Tricolor” flag consists of equal horizontal stripes (top to bottom): white, blue, and red.

The Average Russian: Lives only to age 59 and consumes four gallons of alcohol a year, much of it vodka.



Today’s Russia is wrestling with an ostensibly free-market economy that’s dominated by the monopolistic instincts of the communist past, troubling concerns about ethnic diversity, and an increasingly stratified society (with a tiny and extremely wealthy upper class, a huge and desperate lower class, and little room in the middle). Bribery is an integral part of the economy—estimated at 20 percent of GDP. A corporate survey found it’s harder to do business in Russia than in Bangladesh, Yemen, or Pakistan.

You’ll see many “Asian” (most are actually Siberian) Russians, a reminder that this vast nation stretches from Norway to China. The friction between ethnic Russians and their eastern countrymen—which erupts violently in the form of periodic hate crimes—demonstrates that that gap between rich and poor has left a growing number of Russians desperate for scapegoats.

The Russian elite is wealthy and fashion-conscious. Upscale young women here dress very deliberately—taking seriously the task of looking like fashion photographs. They strut down city sidewalks, passing without a second glance the withered, sad-faced babushki selling a few paltry turnips from a tattered blanket.

Yes, Russia is challenging, both for Russians and for tourists. But it’s also a richly rewarding destination for those willing to grapple with it. This following chapter focuses on St. Petersburg—Russia’s “window on the West”—the country’s northwestern outpost, peering across the Baltic Sea to Europe. In addition to advice on sightseeing, hotels, and restaurants, the you’ll also find tips on the Russian language (see here) and cuisine (here).


Russian Survival Phrases


Russia comes with a more substantial language barrier than most of Europe. In general, young Russians know at least a little halting schoolroom English; hoteliers and museum clerks may speak only a few words; and older people speak none at all.

For help with decoding the Cyrillic alphabet, see the sidebar on here.





	English
	Russian / Transliteration
	Pronunciation



	Hello. (formal)
	Здравствуйте. / Zdravstvuyte.
	
zdrah-stvee-tyeh



	Hi. (informal)
	Привет. / Privyet.
	pree-vyeht




	Goodbye.
	До свидания. / Do svidaniya.
	dah svee-dahn-yah



	Do you speak English?
	Вы говорите по-английски? / Vy govoritye po angliyski?
	vih gah-vah-ree-tyeh pah ahn-glee-skee



	I (don’t) understand.
	Я (не) понимаю. / Ya (nye) ponimayu.
	yah (nyeh) poh-nee-mah-yoo



	Yes.
	Да. / Da.
	dah



	No.
	Нет. / Nyet.
	nyeht



	Please.
	Пожалуйста. / Pozhaluysta.
	pah-zhahl-stah



	Thank you.
	Спасибо. / Spasibo.
	spah-see-bah



	Excuse me.
	Извините. / Izvinitye.
	eez-vee-nee-tyeh



	(Very) good.
	(Очень) хорошо. / (Ochen) khorosho
	(oh-cheen) kha-roh-show



	How much?
	Сколько стоит? / Skolko stoit?
	
skohl-kah stoh-yeet



	one, two
	один, два / odin, dva
	ah-deen, dvah



	three, four
	три, четыре / tri, chetyre
	tree, cheh-teer-yeh



	five, six
	пять, шесть / pyat, shest
	pyaht, shyest



	seven, eight
	семь, восемь / sem, vosem
	syehm, vwoh-sehm



	nine, ten
	девять, десять / devyat, desyat
	
dyeh-veht, dyeh-seht



	Where is…?
	Где…? / Gdye…?
	guh-dyeh




	…the toilet
	…туале́т / tualet
	too-ahl-yeht




	men
	мужчины / muzhchiny
	moo-shee-neh



	women
	женщины / zhenshchiny
	zhen-shee-neh



	(to the) right
	(на) право / (na) pravo
	(nah) prah-vah



	(to the) left
	(на) лево / (na) levo
	(nah) leh-vah



	beer
	пиво / pivo
	
pee-vah



	vodka
	водка / vodka
	
vohd-kah



	water
	вода / voda
	vah-dah




	coffee
	кофе / kofe
	
koh-fyeh



	Cheers! (To your health)
	На здоровья! / Na zdorovya!
	nah zdah-roh-veh
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ST. PETERSBURG

Санкт-Петербург

Once a swamp, then an imperial capital, and now a showpiece of vanished aristocratic opulence shot through with the dingy ruins of communism, St. Petersburg is Russia’s most accessible and most tourist-worthy city. During the Soviet era, it was called Leningrad, but in 1991 St. Petersburg reverted to its more fitting historic name. Designed by imported French, Dutch, and Italian architects, this is, arguably, European Russia’s least “Russian” city.

Palaces, gardens, statues, and arched bridges over graceful waterways bring back the time of the czars. Neighborhood markets bustle with gregarious honey maids offering samples, and brim with exotic fishes and meats, pickled goodies, and fresh produce. Stirring monuments—still adorned with hammers, sickles, and red stars—tower over the masses, evoking Soviet times. Jammed with reverent worshippers, glorious Orthodox churches are heavy with incense, shimmer with icons, and filled with hauntingly beautiful music. Topping things off are two of the world’s premier art museums—the Hermitage and the Russian Museum—and one of its most opulent royal houses, the Catherine Palace.
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St. Petersburg can challenge its visitors, most of whom have to jump through hoops to get a visa—and then struggle with not enough time, limited English, and an idiosyncratic (and not quite Western) approach to “service” and predictability. But most visitors leave St. Petersburg with vivid memories of a magnificent city, one that lives according to its own rules. While this place can be exasperating, it is worth grappling with. Beyond its brick-and-mortar sights, St. Petersburg gives first-timers a perfect peek into the enigmatic Russian culture.

Save time on a sunny day just to walk. Keep your head up: The upper facades are sun-warmed and untouched by street grime. While Nevsky Prospekt—the city’s famous main boulevard—encapsulates all that’s wonderful and discouraging about this quixotic burg, get beyond that axis. Explore the back streets along the canals. Stroll through the Summer Garden. Shop for a picnic at a local market hall. Go for a canal boat cruise. Step into a neighborhood church to watch people get intimate with an icon. Take a Metro ride anywhere, just for the experience. Climb St. Isaac’s Cathedral for the view. When the Baltic Sea brings clouds and drizzle, plunge into the Hermitage or the Russian Museum.

PLANNING YOUR TIME

St. Petersburg is fantastic and gigantic. Two full days is a great start; with more time, you can squeeze in some of the out-of-town sights. A longer stay makes the visa hassle and expense more worthwhile.

Don’t get uptight about timing your visit to the summer solstice for St. Petersburg’s much-bandied “White Nights.” While it’s enjoyable—and a bit mind-bending—to watch the sun set after 11 o’clock at night, you can enjoy bright evenings here all summer long.

If you’re arriving by cruise, you’ll most likely have two days here. To make the most of your daylight sightseeing time, find out whether your cruise line offers an evening visit to the Hermitage.

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

ST. PETERSBURG IN ONE DAY

With just one day, you’ll have to make some tough decisions. Devout art lovers should tour the Hermitage, then follow my self-guided Nevsky Prospekt walk. For a wider-ranging experience, skip the Hermitage and follow this ambitious plan (if you’re not up for it all, omit the Russian Museum):



	9:00
	Follow my self-guided Nevsky Prospekt walk (about 2 hours), stopping in the Kazan Cathedral (30 minutes), Church on Spilled Blood (30 minutes), and Russian Museum (2 hours). Along the way, grab a quick lunch (30 minutes) and take some time to shop and linger (30 minutes).



	15:00
	Take a canal boat cruise.



	16:00
	Ride the Metro to the Peter and Paul Fortress, and tour the Romanov tombs at Sts. Peter and Paul Cathedral.



	18:00
	Walk back across the Neva, pausing at Strelka for a panoramic view.



	Evening
	Attend the ballet (seasonal), a concert, or the circus; explore some of the city’s hipster dining and nightlife neighborhoods; or simply enjoy the city’s famous “White Nights.”





St. Petersburg in Two, Three, or More Days


Day 1



	9:00
	Follow my self-guided walk along Nevsky Prospekt to acquaint yourself with the city.



	11:00
	Visit the Kazan Cathedral and Church on Spilled Blood, and grab a quick lunch.



	13:00
	Tour the Russian Museum.



	15:00
	Take a canal boat cruise.



	16:30
	Visit St. Isaac’s Cathedral.



	18:30
	Dinner.



	Evening
	Ballet, concert, circus, etc.




Day 2



	10:30
	Plunge into the Hermitage.



	13:30
	Grab a quick lunch, then walk across the Neva River to the Strelka viewpoint, continuing to Peter and Paul Fortress.



	15:30
	Tour the Kunstkamera and/or the Museum of Russian Political History; for a break, stroll through the Summer Garden.



	18:00
	Visit the Fabergé Museum.



	19:30
	Dinner.



	Evening
	See above.




Days 3, 4, and 5

With more time, do days 1 and 2 at a more relaxed tempo, with more time in the Hermitage or the Russian Museum—letting what you don’t get to spill over to days 3, 4, and 5. Other choices are to visit other museums that interest you; ride the Metro to less-touristed parts of the city (such as the back streets of Vasilyevsky Island; see here); or go to Peterhof or Tsarskoye Selo for the day. WWII history buffs should consider a visit to Piskaryovskoye Memorial Cemetery.

GETTING TO ST. PETERSBURG

If connecting to St. Petersburg via Helsinki or Tallinn, bear in mind that St. Petersburg’s time zone is one hour ahead of those cities.

By Sea: The only way to visit St. Petersburg without the bother of getting a Russian visa is to arrive by sea.

One option is to take a cruise: Many lines include a two-day stop in St. Petersburg on their Baltic itineraries. If you join an excursion into St. Petersburg with your cruise line, no visa is required (see sidebar on next page).

The other sea option is the St. Peter Line ferry, which departs from Helsinki every other night, year-round (and also has a once-weekly connection via Tallinn, plus two-day journeys all the way to Stockholm). Passengers sleep while the boat travels overnight from Helsinki to St. Petersburg; they then have a day to explore the city before sailing back to Helsinki (again overnight). As of this writing, paying €25 for the St. Peter Line “City Bus Tour” shuttle service from the port to downtown St. Petersburg allows you to see the city without a guide or a visa. However, requirements are constantly in flux, so confirm this is still possible before making plans. You can buy a one-way ticket on the St. Peter Line only if you have a Russian visa.

By Air: Many airlines serve St. Petersburg directly. Flying in and/or out of Helsinki rather than St. Petersburg itself is a viable option, as the Finlyandsky train station in St. Petersburg (where trains from Helsinki arrive and depart) is much easier to reach from the center than St. Petersburg’s airport.

By Train from Helsinki: The 3.5-hour Allegro train trip through birch forests and past the old fortress city of Vyborg costs about €70-105 (price varies with demand, 4/day). Border formalities are carried out efficiently at your seat en route, and on-board currency exchange means you can hit the ground with cash in your pocket. Trains arrive at the Finlyandsky train station in St. Petersburg, which is right at the Ploshchad Lenina Metro stop (with an iconic Lenin statue out front).

By Bus: Buses from either Tallinn or Helsinki are easy and cheap, but not quick (from Tallinn—€25-30, about 10/day, 7 hours, www.luxexpress.eu; from Helsinki—€35-40, cheaper for students, 3-5/day, 8-9 hours, www.matkahuolto.fi). Buses arrive at the Baltiisky Vokzal train station in St. Petersburg (Metro: Baltiiskaya).


  Russian Visa Requirements

  Note: The following information was accurate as of 2015, but Russian visa regulations are notoriously changeable. Confirm everything stated here before you make your plans. For the latest requirements, see www.ricksteves.com/russianvisa.

  Do I Need a Visa?

  To enter Russia, residents of most countries, including the US and Canada, are required to obtain a visa in advance. The only exception is for travelers arriving by sea (on a cruise ship or passenger ferry), who can be in the country for up to 72 hours without a visa. However, there’s a catch: You must book a tour through a local organization.

  If you’re arriving on the St. Peter Line ferry, you will likely be able to pay for their “shuttle service”—an unguided, round-trip bus between the port and downtown, leaving you with free time to explore. This option, which exploits a loophole that could close at any moment, is the only way to see the city both unaccompanied and without a visa.

  If you’re arriving by cruise without a visa, things are a bit more restrictive: You must pay for a cruise-line excursion (or book a tour through a locally based company), and remain with your guide or escort the entire time you are on land—you’ll have virtually no free time to explore on your own. An excursion is more expensive and completely scripted, but virtually effortless. If you’re an adventurous traveler and want to experience the real Russia, consider obtaining a visa and exploring the city on your own. Note that if you go the visa route, you must start the application process well in advance.

  How to Get a Visa

  Getting a Russian visa is not exactly difficult, but it does take a few weeks to accomplish. If the steps outlined below make your head spin, skip down to “Third-Party Visa Agencies.”

  1. Before applying for a visa, you must first get an official document called a “visa invitation” (priglashenie; sometimes called a “letter of invitation,” “visa sponsor,” or “visa support letter”) from a Russian organization recognized by the Russian Foreign Ministry. Visa invitations are typically issued either by a hotel or by a tour operator. If you’re arriving by cruise, you’ll need to arrange an invitation through a third-party agency—see below.) When you make a hotel reservation, ask the hotel to arrange for an invitation as well (they’ll usually charge $15-30). If you’re visiting more than one city in Russia, ask if your entire trip can be included on a single invitation, so that you don’t have to get invitations from each hotel. You may find online agencies willing to issue invitations for a fee, but stick with the agency recommended by your hotel. Don’t expect the invitation process to make sense; it feels (and is) bureaucratic. The organization that issues your invitation is legally responsible for you during your stay in Russia, but in practice, you will never have any contact with them.

  2. Fill out the Electronic Visa Application Form (available online at http://visa.kdmid.ru). Request a multiple-entry visa, which is valid for three years for $160, plus a processing fee of $33-103 (explained below). Note that your passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the date of your departure from Russia, and must have two adjacent blank pages to accommodate the visa.

  3. Submit the invitation, the form, your passport, a passport photograph, and the processing fee (money order or cashier’s check only) to the Russian Embassy. Applications are accepted anywhere from 30 to 60 days before departure (the specific timeframe changes constantly, but you’ll need a few weeks for the full process). There are Russian consulates in Washington, D.C., New York, San Francisco, Seattle, and Houston (for details, see www.russianembassy.org). You have three options for filing your application: You can deliver it to one of the consulates in person ($33 fee); you can mail it to a consulate ($103 fee); or you can submit your application through a third-party service ($33 in-person fee, plus the agency’s add-on service fee)—see next.

  Third-Party Visa Agencies: Various agencies specialize in steering your visa application through the process. They can also help you arrange visa invitations and navigate the confusing application. I’ve had a good experience with Passport Visa Express.com (www.passportvisasexpress.com).

  In addition to the $160 visa price, visa agencies charge a service fee of about $80-110 (including the invitation fee). To ship your passport securely to and from the visa agency costs another $50 or so. Figure at least $350 total per person.

  Entering Russia with a Visa: When you enter the country, the immigration officer will ask you to fill out a migration card in duplicate, listing your name, passport number, and other details. The officer will stamp both parts of the card and keep one. Don’t lose the other half—it must be presented when you leave the country. (A digital version of this card is being phased in, but you’ll still need to carry the hard copy.)

  Once you arrive in Russia, it’s wise to register your passport and visa with the local authorities. Usually your hotel will take care of this for you—they’ll need a copy of your passport. You’ll receive a confirmation slip, which you may need to show when you leave Russia. While this step is required only for stays of more than seven days, if you don’t register, when you depart, you may be asked to show proof (such as hotel receipts) that you were in Russia for less than a week.

  While in Russia, you are required to carry your original passport (not just a copy) with you at all times. Police in Russia can stop you at any time and ask to see your documents, though this seldom happens to tourists.



Orientation to St. Petersburg

St. Petersburg is gigantic and decentralized; you’ll want to carefully plan your time to minimize backtracking. Most of the sights (and the dense urban core) are on the south bank of the Neva River; to the north are the historic Peter and Paul Fortress and the tidy, grid-planned residential zone of Vasilyevsky Island (with the cruise port at its western tip). The city—built over a swamp—is a horizontal one. Foundations for skyscrapers are too challenging.

Don’t go looking for a cutesy, cobbled “old town”; the entire city was carefully planned to fit within its three concentric waterways: first the Moyka (Мойка) River, then the Griboyedov Canal (Канал Грибоедова), and finally the Fontanka (Фонтанка) River.

The geographical center of the city is the Admiralty building, with a slender, golden spire that shines like a beacon (next to the river, Hermitage, and Palace Square). From here, bustling avenues (called prospekty) radiate out to the distant suburbs. The busiest and most interesting thoroughfare is Nevsky Prospekt (Невский Проспект). Almost everything you’ll want to see is either along Nevsky or a few blocks to either side of it. Uprising Square (Ploshchad Vosstaniya, Площадь Восстания)—home to a tall obelisk and the Moskovsky train station—marks the end of the usual tourist zone.

Maps make St. Petersburg appear smaller than it is. What looks like “just a few blocks” can easily translate into a half-hour walk. The two-mile walk along Nevsky from the Admiralty to Uprising Square takes about an hour at a brisk pace. Make things easier on yourself by getting comfortable with the city’s cheap and generally well-coordinated public transit. The Metro boasts frequent trains that zip effortlessly below clogged streets. A well-planned network of buses, trolley buses, and shared minibuses called marshrutki help you bridge the (sometimes long) gaps between sights and Metro stops; while a bit less user-friendly to the uninitiated, these can save tons of time when mastered.

A few terms you’ll see on maps: ulitsa is “street,” ploshchad is “square,” prospekt is “avenue,” and most is “bridge.” Many street signs are conveniently bilingual. They usually list the house number of the building they’re on, as well as the numbers of the buildings to either side (this is convenient, as buildings can be very large).

You may see free maps around town, but if you’ll be navigating on your own, buy a good map at one of the bookstores listed later, under “Helpful Hints.” I like the “city tourist map” by Discus, with labels in both English and Cyrillic.

TOURIST INFORMATION

The city TI has several branches. While they aren’t as well-organized as many European TIs, the staff tries hard, speaks at least a bit of English, and may be willing to call around to help you with a question they can’t answer. The most convenient branch is in the glass pavilion just to the left of the Hermitage (as you face it from Palace Square); the main branch is a few steps off Nevsky Prospekt (at Sadovaya 14, across from Gostiny Dvor—watch for the low-profile door and go up one flight of stairs; Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00, closed Sat-Sun, tel. 310-2231, www.visit-petersburg.ru or www.ispb.info). You’ll also see TI kiosks in high-tourist areas such as St. Isaac’s Cathedral, Peter and Paul Fortress, on Uprising Square (Ploshchad Vosstaniya) near Moskovsky train station, and at the airport (all generally open daily 9:00-19:00, but hours and services are unpredictable). The city also runs a 24-hour “Tourist Help Line,” with English operators, at tel. 303-0555.

The bimonthly St. Petersburg In Your Pocket guidebook is good; look for free copies around town or browse it online at www.inyourpocket.com.

ARRIVAL IN ST. PETERSBURG

For more details on each of the following, see “St. Petersburg Connections,” at the end of this chapter.

By Train: All train stations have Metro stops. But if you’re arriving with large bags, for convenience and peace of mind, pay the extra cost and arrange in advance with your hotel to be picked up at the station by a driver. Although a few newer Metro stations (such as Admiralteyskaya) are friendly to wheeled luggage, most have unavoidable flights of stairs (as do some train stations themselves). Those grabbing a taxi at the station without booking it in advance are likely to be overcharged (see “By Taxi,” later).

By Plane: St. Petersburg’s Pulkovo Airport is about 12 miles south of the center, and linked to downtown by a Metro/bus combination or taxi.

By Boat: St. Petersburg is a major stop for cruise ships and the St. Peter Line passenger ferry.
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HELPFUL HINTS

Sightseeing Schedules: Opening times for St. Petersburg’s museums and churches are very changeable—particularly the closed days, and days when sights are open late. When planning your visit, confirm hours online.

Take note of closed days: The Hermitage, Kunstkamera, and Peterhof are closed on Mondays, the Russian Museum and Tsarskoye Selo on Tuesdays, many religious sites (St. Isaac’s, Church on Spilled Blood) on Wednesdays, the Museum of Russian Political History on Thursdays, and the Fabergé Museum on Fridays.

Don’t Drink the Water: While new water treatment plants have improved quality in recent years, and most locals wash fruit and brush their teeth with tap water, they still don’t drink it—and neither should you. Buy bottled water cheaply in grocery stores. St. Petersburg provides its residents with preheated water that’s boiled at a station in the suburbs, then piped directly into city taps. Each summer, they close the plant for a week or two of cleaning—effectively cutting off the city’s hot water. For this reason, wealthier locals (and most hotels) have their own backup hot-water heaters.


Learning the Cyrillic Alphabet

If you’re going to Russia—even if just for a couple of days on a cruise—you’ll have a much richer, smoother experience if you take the time to learn the Cyrillic alphabet. Once you know the basics, you can (slowly) sound out signs around town, and some of those very long, confusing words will become familiar. It’s actually a fun pastime to try to figure out signs while you’re walking down the street, waiting for a bus, or riding a long Metro escalator.

The table shows the Cyrillic alphabet (both capital and lowercase), and in the second column, the Roman equivalent. Notice that the letters fall—very roughly—into four categories: Some letters are basically the same sound as in English, such as А, Е, К, М, О, and Т. Others are easy if you know the Greek alphabet: Г—gamma (g), Д—delta (d), П—pi (p), and Ф—phi (f). Some are unique to Russian; most of these are “fricative” sounds, like ts, sh, ch, or kh (Ж, З, Ц, Ч, Ш, Щ, X). And the fourth category seem designed to trip you up: “false friends” that have a different sound than the Roman letter they resemble, such as В, С, Н, Р, Х, and У. It can be helpful to remember that the “backwards” Roman consonants are actually vowels (И, Й, Я).

The letter Ы, which sounds somewhat similar to the i in English “ill,” looks like two letters but is treated as one. The “hard sign” and “soft sign” are silent letters that affect the pronunciation of the preceding consonant in ways you need not worry about.

Two important words which you’ll often see are easy to confuse: вход means entrance, but выход is an exit. For more Russian words and phrases, see here.




	Cyrillic
	Roman



	Аа
	a



	Бб
	b



	Вв
	v



	Гг
	g



	Дд
	d



	Ее
	ye, e



	Ëë
	yō




	Жж
	zh



	Зз
	z



	Ии
	i



	Йй
	y



	Кк
	k



	Лл
	l



	Мм
	m



	Нн
	n



	Оо
	o



	Пп
	p



	Рр
	r



	Сс
	s



	Тт
	t



	Уу
	u



	Фф
	f



	Хх
	kh



	Цц
	ts



	Чч
	ch



	Шш
	sh



	Щщ
	shch



	Ъъ
	hard sign



	Ыы
	y



	Ьь
	soft sign



	Ээ
	e



	Юю
	yu



	Яя
	ya






Theft Alert: Russia has hardworking, often unusually aggressive pickpockets who target tourists. Be particularly aware anywhere along Nevsky Prospekt, in crowded shopping areas (such as Gostiny Dvor), and on public transport. Assume that any scuffle is a distraction by a team of thieves, and that anyone who approaches you on the street is trying to pull off a scam. Some thieves are well-dressed and even carry guidebooks to fool you. Thieves can be rough—they’ve even been known to detach and steal big camera lenses in one smooth motion. Keep anything precious close (wear a money belt for your passport, credit cards, and other valuables, leave the fancy jewelry at home, and don’t be careless with cameras, smartphones, and tablets).

Pedestrian Safety: Russian drivers are shockingly forceful, zipping between lanes and around any obstructions. They drive fast, even on small downtown streets. Don’t jaywalk: Always use crosswalks and look both ways before crossing—especially along Nevsky Prospekt, with its eight lanes of traffic moving at terrifying speeds.

Online Translation Tip: If a website you want is available only in Russian, try using the Chrome browser (www.google.com/chrome), which can (roughly) translate the page for you.

Business Hours: Most shops, restaurants, and services are open the same hours seven days a week (the legacy of communism, which tried to do away with weekends). You’ll see a surprising number of shops and restaurants open 24/7 (look for 24 Чaca).

“Sightseeing Tax” for Foreigners: You may notice that the admission price for Russians to various sights can be cheaper than the cost for foreigners. I’ve listed only the “foreigner” price, but if you happen to have a Russian passport, insist on the lower price.

Tipping: As in most of Europe, tipping here is less routine—and much less generous—than in the US. But if you’re satisfied with the service, you can round the bill up 5-10 percent (more than that is considered excessive). Tip a taxi driver by rounding up the fare a bit (pay 300 R on an 280-R fare).

Dress Code: In Orthodox churches, modest dress is expected (no shorts or bare shoulders; women are encouraged to cover their heads with a scarf).

Pharmacy: Look for the chain called 36.6—as in the normal Celsius body temperature. The most central location is at Gorokhovaya 16, near the Admiralteyskaya Metro stop (open long hours daily).

Medical/Dental Services: The (entirely Russian-staffed) American Medical Clinic is near St. Isaac’s Cathedral on the Moyka embankment (Naberezhnaya reki Moyki 78, tel. 740-2090, www.amclinic.com, info@amclinic.ru).

Internet Access: Most hotels, many cafés and restaurants, and even some museums have free Wi-Fi hotspots. If you need a terminal, you can get online at the Internet café at the back of the Subway restaurant at Nevsky Prospekt 11 (enter on side street and take stairs to second floor; Skype installed, open 24 hours, tel. 314-6705).

Laundry: Prachka.com is St. Petersburg’s launderette chain. The most convenient branch is along Sadovaya Ulitsa, beyond the back end of Gostiny Dvor if coming from Nevsky. It’s in the old Apraksin Dvor market complex: Walk along the street almost to the end and look for the small launderette in one of the basement stalls. Don’t be put off by the run-down building—inside, it’s all modern and computer-controlled (daily 10:00-22:00, Sadovaya Ulitsa 30).

Bookstore: The city’s best-known bookstore, Dom Knigi (“House of Books,” Дом Книги), is in the old Singer sewing machine building at Nevsky Prospekt 28 (by the Griboyedov Canal, across from Kazan Cathedral). It sells English novels and locally produced guidebooks and has a pretty second-floor café with a view over the Kazan Cathedral (daily 9:00-24:00). Anglia Bookshop (Англия), just off Nevsky Prospekt facing the Fontanka River (next to the horse statues on the Anichkov Bridge, at the end of my self-guided Nevsky Prospekt walk), has a fine selection of English-language books by Russian authors and about Russian history (Mon-Sat 11:00-20:00, Sun 12:00-20:00, Fontanka 38, tel. 579-8284). You’ll also see the Bukvoyed (Буквоед) bookstore chain around town, with several handy branches along Nevsky Prospekt (generally daily 9:00-22:00).

Currency Fluctuation: The ruble is on a roller-coaster ride—mostly going down. Depending on economic conditions when you travel, you may find higher prices (in rubles) than those quoted here. Because of the currency instability, in some listings I’ve given prices in US dollars, especially for personal services and smaller vendors (walking tours, private guides, etc.) For current exchange rates, check www.oanda.com.

ATMs: The word for ATM is банкомат (bankomat). They are most commonly inside banks, hotels, restaurants, and other establishments, though you will find a few out on the street. Locals advise using machines inside bank lobbies when possible.

Telephones: There are no pay phones in St. Petersburg. For international calls, your best bet is to use Skype or another computer-based service from your hotel or an Internet café.

Mail: Mailboxes are blue with “Почта России” in white lettering. The central post office, open 24 hours, is in a historic building a couple of blocks beyond St. Isaac’s Cathedral at Pochtamtskaya Ulitsa 9 (look for the archway that crosses the street). The Russian mail service has a reputation for delivering things extremely slowly, if at all, but just for postcards—well, you can take the risk.

Convenience Stores: There are small stores in every neighborhood (often down a few steps from street level and open late or even 24 hours) where you can pick up basic necessities. Look for signs saying Продукты (“foodstuffs”) or Универсам (Universam, meaning “self-service store”). In the very center, the 24-hour universam at Bolshaya Konyushennaya Ulitsa 4 (at the corner of Shvedsky Pereulok) is convenient and decent-sized.

What’s With All the Weddings? It’s a Russian tradition for bride and groom to visit about 10 different parks and monuments around town on their wedding day and have their photo taken.

GETTING AROUND ST. PETERSBURG

The best available English-language journey planner for St. Petersburg’s public transportation is www.spb.rusavtobus.ru/en. Though not very user-friendly, it covers both the Metro and surface transport. The official Metro website (www.metro.spb.ru) is in Russian only.

By Metro: Compared to systems in many other European metropolises, St. Petersburg’s Metro has fewer stations and lines. This means it’s a longer walk between stations—but beneath the city you’ll move at a shockingly fast pace. The system is clean, efficient, very cheap, and—with a little practice—easy to use (everything is clearly labeled in English). You’ll marvel at one of the most impressive people-movers on the planet—at rush hour, it’s astonishing to simply stand on the platform and watch the hundreds upon hundreds of commuters pile in and out of each train. It’s worth taking at least once just for the experience.

You enter with a metal token (zheton, жетон), which you can buy for 31 R—either at the ticket windows, or from machines in station entrances (in Russian and English, easy to figure out: push button labeled Купить жетоны—“buy tokens,” select the number of tokens you want, then insert money). A 10-journey pass is sold at ticket windows only (295 R, valid 7 days, cannot be shared). There are no day passes.


A Timeline of Russian History



	800s
	Spurred by Viking trade along Russia’s rivers, states form around the cities of Novgorod and Kiev. (“Russia” comes from a Viking word.)



	988
	Kiev converts to Christianity and becomes part of the Eastern Orthodox world.



	1224-1242
	Tatar (Mongol) hordes conquer Russia and exact tribute. But Russia succeeds where the Baltics fail: keeping the Germans out.



	1465-1557
	The Russian czars consolidate power in Moscow, drive away the Tatars, and form a unified Russian state.



	1613
	Foundation of the Romanov dynasty, which lasts until 1917. (For a full rundown of the Romanovs, see “Romanovs 101” on here.)



	1703
	Czar Peter the Great founds St. Petersburg as Russia’s forward-looking capital and “window on the West.” Russia expands southward and eastward under Peter and his successor, Catherine.



	1812
	Napoleon invades Russia and burns Moscow, but loses an army on the way home.



	1855-1861
	Russia loses Crimean War and decides to modernize, including freeing the serfs.



	1905
	Russia loses a war with the Japanese, contributing to a failed revolution later glorified by the communists as a manifestation of the workers’ consciousness.



	1917
	In March, the Romanov czar is ousted by a provisional government led by Alexander Kerensky; in the October Revolution, the provisional government is ousted by the Bolsheviks (communists), led by Vladimir Lenin. A few months later, the entire Romanov family is executed.



	1924
	Lenin dies on January 26, and in his honor St. Petersburg is renamed Leningrad (it reverted to St. Petersburg again in 1991).



	1924-1939
	Josef Stalin purges the government and the army. Forced collectivization causes famine and tens of millions of deaths in Ukraine.



	1939-1945
	In World War II, Russia loses 20 million people to the Germans (including as many as a million in the Siege of Leningrad), but winds up with control over a sizable chunk of Eastern and Central Europe.



	1945-1962
	At the peak of the Cold War, Russia acquires the atom bomb, and launches the first satellite and the first manned space mission.



	1970s
	During a time of stagnation under Leonid Brezhnev, the communist system slowly fails.



	1985
	Mikhail Gorbachev comes to power and declares the beginning of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) in the Soviet system.



	1991
	Reactionaries try to topple Gorbachev. They fail to keep power, but so does Gorbachev. Boris Yeltsin takes control of the government and starts reforms.



	1993
	Reactionaries fail to topple Yeltsin. Weakened, Yeltsin manages to hang on to power until 1999, despite grumbling from the ultra-nationalist right and the communist left.



	1999
	On New Year’s Eve, Yeltsin suddenly and inexplicably resigns, handing the country over to former KGB officer Vladimir Putin.



	2000-2008
	Putin serves as president.



	2008-2012
	The term-limited Putin becomes prime minster, keeping a close watch on the presidency of his handpicked successor, Dmitry Medvedev. (Cynical onlookers dub the arrangement a “tandemocracy.”)



	2012
	Surprise! A conveniently timed change in the law allows Putin to return as president, while Medvedev swaps roles to become prime minster. Russian protesters and international observers grumble about “reforms” that shore up Putin’s power.



	2014
	The Russian city of Sochi, on the Black Sea, hosts the Winter Olympics, amid controversy over Putin’s laws against “gay propaganda.” Soon after the Olympics, Ukraine’s Crimea region (a highly strategic, traditionally Russian Black Sea peninsula) falls under Russian control, and warfare rages in eastern Ukraine between pro-Russian and pro-Ukrainian factions. US- and EU-driven sanctions, coupled with declining oil prices, cause the ruble to plummet on the international market.



	2018
	Russia hosts the World Cup.






Signs in the Metro are fully bilingual, and maps of the system are posted widely. Each of the five lines is numbered and color-coded. It helps to know the end station in the direction you’re traveling. Unlike most European subway systems, transfer stations (where two lines meet) have two names, one for each line. Some stations in the center have flood doors along the boarding area that open only when trains arrive. Trains run from about 6:00 in the morning to a little after midnight.

Though St. Petersburg’s Metro is not as ornate as Moscow’s, some stations are works of art. For a rundown of the best stations, see here. It’s OK to take pictures in the Metro, but you can’t use a flash.

Because bedrock is far beneath the city surface, the Metro is very deep. The Admiralteyskaya station is nearly 350 feet below ground. The escalator ride alone takes several minutes—long enough that people pull out ebook readers, play smartphone solitaire, or kiss.

Pickpocket Alert: Metro stations, especially at rush hour, are particularly high-risk for pickpocketing. While any line near a touristy sight is targeted, the busy green line—connecting the cruise port to the city center (Gostiny Dvor), then out to the Alexander Nevsky Lavra Monastery—is particularly plagued. A common strategy: A team of thieves spot a tourist. Then, as everyone loads into the train, the thief in front stumbles, your arms go out, the guy behind you grabs his target, the door closes...and it’s just you without your wallet, zipping across town on the train.

By Bus and Trolley Bus: Buses and trolley buses (with overhead wires) are very quick, cheap, and convenient for getting around the center of town. They’re useful for connecting locations not served by the Metro, and let you see the city instead of burying you underground (especially nice when zipping along Nevsky Prospekt). The system takes a little patience to figure out (it helps if you can sound out Cyrillic to decipher posted schedules); ideally, ask a knowledgeable local which bus number to look for.

[image: Image]

Along the street, stops are marked by an А (for buses), a flat-topped M for trolley buses, and a К for marshrutki minibuses (explained later). Signs at bus stops—in Russian only—list the route number, frequency, and sometimes the names of the stops en route. (Tram lines, marked by a Т, run only in the city’s outer districts.)

All surface transport costs 28 R per ride; pay the conductor, who wears a reflective vest and will give you a thin paper-slip ticket. There are no transfers, so you pay again if you switch buses. Be sure to ask your hotel for a rundown of which handy buses stops are nearby.

The buses and trolley buses that run along Nevsky Prospekt (between its start, at Malaya Morskaya Ulitsa, and Uprising Square/Ploshchad Vosstaniya) are useful: buses #3, #7, #24, and #191, and trolley buses #1, #5, #7, #10, #11, and #22. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes; if you take the wrong bus and it turns off Nevsky, just hop out at the next stop. Trolley buses #5 and #22 conveniently veer off from the lower end of Nevsky down Malaya Morskaya Ulitsa to St. Isaac’s Cathedral and the Mariinsky Theater.

Marshrutki (Minibuses): These “share taxis”—operated by private companies—travel along set, numbered routes, prefixed with the letter К. You can wave them down anywhere along the way and ask to be dropped off at any point along the route. They’re designed more for residents than for tourists, but can be useful for going to Peterhof, Tsarskoye Selo, or the airport.

By Taxi: Locals tend to avoid cabs, and you should use them only with caution. You won’t see taxi stands in St. Petersburg, and you should walk away from cabbies who hail you down (“Taxi?”). But you can always call and order an official taxi by phone (you’ll probably need a Russian speaker to help, as few dispatchers or cabbies speak English). Official taxis are a little more expensive and safer than those hailed on the street. Pay the fare on the meter, rounding up a little. Beware that congested city traffic can make a taxi ride slow. Official taxis typically have a set minimum fare—typically 350-400 R—which covers most trips within the city center.

Two reliable companies are 068 (tel. 068, www.taxi068.ru) and Novoye Zhyoltoye (New Yellow Taxis, Новое Жёлтое; tel. 600-8888, www.peterburg.nyt.ru/en). You can send in a form from the English-language section of either website to order a taxi, but you’ll need to give a local phone number. The Ladybird taxi service (tel. 900-0504, www.ladybird-taxi.ru) has only women drivers and provides car seats for kids.

“Fishing for a Lada”: Most Russians in need of a ride “fish for a Lada” (referring to the ubiquitous Soviet-era beater car). Immigrants (generally from Central Asia) cruise around town in sometimes well-worn cars as informal taxis. The local points to the pavement, the car stops, they agree on a destination and a price, and it’s a win-win deal. For a tourist, the challenge is to communicate, as the driver will rarely speak a word of English; it also helps to know roughly how much you should pay. This custom demands some common-sense caution (never get into a car with passengers). An average trip within the center will run about 200 R. Consider working out an hourly rate (generally around 1,000 R/hour).

OEBPS/graphics/024-01-getaroundbus.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008-01b-stpetersburgov_nec.jpg
To
\mrsmkr (
A 1 Kilometer
1 Mile
Ney,
%,
% Vyborgskaya \\
Z ybergekars N\
%
S, \
S N
2 \
N \
G
Petrograd-\'7 \
skaya [ |}
Y i
3 H
) ! 13
Y T Piskaryovskaye 4
Pl l:nmm"‘ Cemotery
[ Gorkorskaya /FINLYANDSKY Q
Alex. STATION 42
Park Pl Lenina ] $\
Pl.Lenina
2 AURORA ‘
) PETER & PAUL \Shebonn.  Neva
" FORTRESS 2016 y )
STRELKA TEOITSRY =<
dmmer )
SMOLNY
DV:,;‘TDE;)EVY Géarden Ch:rnyih#ﬁkiﬂ CATHEDRAL
\ HERMITAGE MUSEUM L
J(WINTER PALACE) SITE OF /
Palace o NYENSKANS: \\
/ 7. & FORTRESS
ADMIRALTY | RUSSIAN S
MUSEUM \CWURCH ON Y/ pPESKI
2 Adm!ulll,vikayaNEVS/(), . SPILLED BLOOD &)
\ A Pl
STISAAC'S | jostyB BSP | pstinya
CATHEDRAL Frospelt ;) \\ Uprising
y Bror’) 5. MALAYA
Spasskaiya s, Mayakovskaya
i o“p/ & MOSKOVSKY OKTA
oA i STATION
¢ & ladimirskaya { Novasherkasskaya
Sidovaya i Aleksandra [M]
¥ Z 4 Jevstoge! NECROPOLIS
% f i Aiadd I~ OF THE
£ [~ Pushkinsk: ) leksandra
3 dehkinskaya § 1 flekeandre ) jm WCTBTH CENTURY
& [ NIKOLSHOE
=1 VITEBSKY & i [NECROPOLIS! ay
& \ \ EMETERY.
E \ STATION } | oF ARTISTS v
3 Tekao,\ .\ ALEXANDER
= Dinstitus 1\ Seecity Cnter detail map HCL;\LTYHQEEHLY evers i A
MONASTERY
X, > - = p \
S &
'\ g
\ $ BUS
] b/ STATION
[ Frunzenskaya \1
g \ Not all Streets &
¢ Metro Stops are shown
H \
- )
2 \
z \
® To ||
3| |, Moscovskasa Meera, ||}
z Aitport & \
Tsarskoye Selo \Y
(Catherine’s Palace) \

\ 7
Moscow






OEBPS/graphics/008-01a-stpetersburgov_nec.jpg
St. Petersburg Overview

ST

PR
WOK‘S'\‘{ PROSPEKT
Bolshaya
Yelagin
Island
Kamenny
ZENIT Jsland
ARENA
Krestovsky
Primorsky [ Ostrov
Park —
MORSKoy 7
Krestovsky
Island

PETROGRADSKY

S LAND
3 ‘a\m}”“ Chkalovskaya [4]
To Peterhof o\ ¥ PETROVSKY K
via Hydrofoll é‘T STADIUM ¥
3/
Bus #158
[ Primorskaya gm/mm
VASILYEVSKY
MARINE IRLAND
FACADE e Dtasttcostrorstand
CRUISE PORT e P e N
. LIEUT. SCHMIDT
W77 EMBANKMENT
e N
SEA & eve
PASSENGER aa@“& OPTINA > e
TERMINAL PUSTIN \
(5T, PETER LINE) CHURCH
To Helsinki S ENGLISH
i & /| EMBANKMENT
Gulf of s
Finland =% < KOLONQNA
Griboyedova
Canal
Baltiiskaya [
BALTIISKY
STATION |
&BUSESTO |
TALLINN |
To H
Tallinn, Riga & ¢‘ !

Vilnlus






OEBPS/graphics/006-02-stpetersbicon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/002-01-nocrrussiaicon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008-01-stpetersburgov_nec.jpg
St. Petersburg Overview

\ w
\ \H;/smkr (
Priy \ J
“ORsky PROSPEKT \
— 3 1 Kilometer
Bolsha { —
Yelagin 1 Mile
Island ”e"a
" Kamenny
ZENT Jsland e 2
ARENA 7
o) N
Primorsky Ef’f)ii’ili‘y 1:5 Vyborgskaya \\
Park MORSKOY i &, N\
Krestovsky & R
Island % \
Potrograd\ \
skaya [7] A
PETROGRADSKY % |
3 i
TSLAND % \ %
g Chkalovskaya [ A i Piskaryovskoye
& 6ROTrg, Cemetery
To Peterhof o\ r PETROVEKY:
via Hydrofoll F/ STADIUM D ortorsts INLYANDSKY Q
3 o Alex. STATION 12
3 Park ¢l Lenina [ &
Bus #158 Pl Lenina N
AURORA
by, e Primersiaya Sportiunsya PETER & PAUL \Sheninm,  Neva
A B FORTRESS  2016) 3 )
< STRELKA TROITEKY
EarcE Summer
<= VASILYEVSKY DVORTSOVY Garden Cherayshevsoys ZoMo s
MARINE ISLAND BRIDGE
FACADE s D Vasiteostrovskaya. HERMITAGE MUSEUM L ]
CRUISE PORT W (WINTER PALACE) SITEOF —
Palace NYENSKANS
o LIEUT. SCHMIDT 4 el FORTRESS
> > EMBANSMENT, PR MUSEUM \ CHURCH ON PESKI,
o N N DN Ers SPILLED BLOOD
. D A M ,
PAQZEQGER 9 OPTINA NS Moyka ST.ISAAC’S// eysry B mDSPEK Vosstanlya
22 PUSTYN River CATHEDRAL Frospett 5, 18/ /75T. N Uprising
- TERMINAL \ o . ™,
. CHURCH LY MALUAYA
(ST, PETER LINE)
Ay Sprsskfls _ seatays o Herkostasn [ Mo sKoveKY OKTA
To Heleinki 5 ENGLISH Emrehs @ | STATION
o Helsin « < '
i S EANERIENT B e & 57 Watrsagy/]| st Ly
Gulf of s ; ¥ 2 W ' Hevstogol |\ _NECROPOLIS
2 IS \ I~ OF THE
Finland = 8 g9 '\: NA 3 Pushhinstaya & 1 plekeanira o BT BTH CENTURY
[ $ ' erstogo
Griboyedova 2 S ' INECROPOLIS: NIKOLSHOE
Canal £ \VIEEQRY ¢ i |oF arTiSTS W CEMETERY.
8 \ \ 2
. I;Irn?xmu 5 See City Center detail map ', HOLY TRINITY ACALEXANDER
\ ATAEDR AL NEVSKYLAVRA
)} A\ MONASTERY
. = =
—/——— A 3§ BUS
= 1 5 STATION
Baltiiskaya (] = i \
BALTIISKY | Doweias |}
&BUSESTO | g ", A\ Not all Streets &
TALLINN - H %, Metro 9top are shown
' ] \
| 3 i
3
3 3 \
. | 3|, Moscovskaya Metro, ||\
3 i 3 Airport & \
Tallinn, Riga & | | Tsarsfoye&uo \
Vilnius ¥ | (Catherine’s Palace) \

1









OEBPS/graphics/i-01-spsstitle.jpg







OEBPS/graphics/016-01a-stpetersbcityctrhot_nec.jpg
St. Petersburg

Alexandroveky
PETROGRADSKY Park - Gorkorskaya
ISLAND
PETROVSKY
STADIUM ?
GEROKATA NAB
200 o
4’0, % 2 &
s, 03, STS. PETER
S Rsportimya %y, & PAUL
rine Facade %,
(Crulse Port) %4 CATGRDRAL
TUCHKOV Za h
o+ yachy
s BRIDCE Island
/V PETER & PAUL
ev, FORTRESS
BIRZHEVOY
% Mk, BRIDGE
“orq RoSTRAL
VASILYEVSKY S
OLD STOCK o .
A ISLAND EXCHANGE 4 ' STRELKA Winter ¥
% ana
I O
\;YL KUNST- COLUMN
{7 5
% \ler 7 KAMERA " 1, HERMITAGE
7 ANDREW'S 2 MUSEUM (1)
%\ DVORTSOVY (FVA"L’AEEE“ -
MARKET % BRIDGE i )
% SUAR Palace
HOUSE OF <P (1) Square,
. ACADEMICIANS (<™
?
2 g GENERAL
LIEUT. SCHMIDT, BRONZE STAFF
EMBANK- HORSEMAN" & BLDG.
MENT ~ BLAGOVESH Alexander. 3
//1,, Optina CHENSKY oy < G'\rden »\“ b =
Pustyn 0 b ST.ISAAC'S o @ W™ Admiraltey-
Church o ) 1 G TROGANOV
S
S CATHEDRAL s
S
s MAIN %
e ENGLISH POST < %,
EMBANKMENT OFFICE” N 0
IKOLAEVSK: 1 R
Now . KON Y orate Mus. OF oA
FOLK SHow)  THE HISTORY ® I
Hollg . V) OF RELIGION e 2
‘@ a9
MARIINSKY spsdban Bl ity
% i $
CONCERT HALL%O¢\§<0 ARINGKY Cangy Nasyq)::::n ©
oF THEATER vl
% MARIINSKY Il g o
g 2
& N
¢ KOLOMNA o 2
¥ & i3]
S &
<> < S
200
Z
o
el w 13
BE § Moskorstane
ato? 13 & Metro, Alrport &
For B Baitiisky | S Tsarskoye Selo |
ntanka Station v (Catherine Palace) Tekno.
B institut 1






OEBPS/graphics/006-01-stpetersbpan.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/001-01-NoCrRussiaFull.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/016-01b-stpetersbcityctrhot_nec.jpg
z /
% 200 Meters Pieains | 10 Heleinkt
5 — /
3%
83 & 200 Yards
B 'FINLYANDSKY
(S STATION
% PETER THE AURORA Pl Lenina ]
GREAT'S CRUISER
S 0N 106 CABIN (MOVED UNTIL LENIN m
POLITICAL W 2016) Leniy
‘ HISTORY w?)""d ) AVSH\J qumle
a3 S YA Nxp
|
N o
Neva = River
TROITSKY =
BRIDGE ROBESPER,
i \mu’b"\ g
156 3
SUMMER &
PALACE E]
W =
<19 M
o0 MareLe 2 | ST g
O PALACE © S
\NW\ % o mﬁ'hﬂny&h:vskﬁyﬂ
© Mars % KR
RS Mars" ) OCHNAA
< Ul PESTELYA
® =
§
& Mikhatloveky  MIKHAILOVSKY K]
SCHURCH ON Garden CASTLE E PESKI
§ SriEm RUSSIAN  circus
,~MUSEUM
S RUSS. MUS. HEKRASOVA
IMIKHAILOY SR HENER S OF ETHNOGRAPHY  _PELINGKOGO i
THEATER || @pysHKIN = Z
HOUSE OF YELISEEVSKY'S ) o
BOOKS AN DELICATESSEN 5 3
0. [ ST CATH. FMR.  FABERGE ZHUKOY 5K 0G0 !
= evaky Prospeke @ gf;g;: MUQEUM
0 Gastiny. .
b ANICHKOV
KAZAN /7" EVvsy . .~ (HORSE TAMERS)
CATHEDRAL Grl:;tyr;:y STOCKMANN
GOETINY Gt he SPeg - DEP'T STORE
STATUE
b S@E etosian O &
P ALEXANDRINSKY ol 1 (3) prising &&
s THEATER = % 7l Square >
%) : T/ Vosstaniya
2 s
& g s
S /2 |3 N MOSKOVSKY
5, ostoyerskays
D3 fr%mm VLADIMIRSKAYA BIATION
o ke, CHURCH 5/ GALEREYA
(2 > e & MALL
Viadimir" ) B
o skya | DOSTOYEVSKY 8 1
?ov‘ MUSEUM &
g
) o
2N S§  Bussen |1
S, 3 & Moscow Y}
%, :
%, | Hotels Services
7| @ Pushkalnn © Dom Knigi Books
g @ Herzen House © Anglia Bookshop
© Cronwell Inn Stremyannaya @ Bukvoyed Books
o O M Hotel [11) Pharmacy
VITEBSKY', © Hotel Kristoff @ American Medical Clinic
?BTQ;'S‘)Y%' | @ Soul Kitchen Hostel @® Internet Café
TALLINN @ Hostel Life & Peterswalk Tours @ Laundry






OEBPS/graphics/9781631211164.jpg
St. Petersburg,
Helsinki & Tallinn





OEBPS/graphics/vi-01-Ricksig1.jpg
B





OEBPS/graphics/016-01-stpetersbcityctrhot_nec.jpg
St. Petersburg 20oterers™ L piouns | Fotetent
| E—
/
Alexandroveky 200 Yards /
PETROGRADSKY Park ok Gortorstays 2 'FINLYANDSKY
I'SLAND k) STATION
% PETER THE AURORA Pl Lenina ]
PETROVSKY @ o L(BJSECAATB?N (Mose:nséﬁm_ LENIN m
STADIUM [ RUESIAN SRS 2016) Lenin
XGKAYA NAB. @ FOLITICAL LS % Sq,,,,,,
200 G HISTORY o¥ ST R2ENaL
2, 3 3 & s H YA Nag
°/°,b R 2035, STS. PETER g
4 5 & PAUL > ;
| Sportive L
7o Marine Facads Easpertays Y, CATHEDRAL Neva 5 River
(Cruise Port) gl =
@ 2 h TROITSKY =
TUCHKOY ayac BRIDGE :
\ PETER & PAUL % oo g
Wey,, FORTRESS W 2
NA BIRZHEVOY SUMMER bl
\¢ % My Rax BRIDGE PALACE &
52 Ora ROSTRAL < g =
COLUMN o S Summer «
VASILYEVSKY =, e o® \WMARBLE 2 | Sarady s
oLp sTocK ¢ i ) PALACE © 3
A ISLAND EXCHANGE ' STRELKA lef:lr v & % & Chemyshorstaya
Sty oaizey. o P G ety
% KUNST- e vl peSTELYA
A 2
2\ KAMERA " L. HERMITAGE P .
ANDREW'S 2 o g o, 5
% BRIDGE 19 PALACE) z Mikhailoveky MIKHAILOVSKY e
MARKET /1; 3N Palace S CHURCH 3N Garden CASTLE & PESKI
HOUSE OF N2 (1) Square, g sgll_lbl'oED RUSSIAN ' cireus
ACADEMICIANS (™ 90 & ~ MUSEUM
o5 S L NEKRASOVA
K€ V‘ w97 _ADMIRALTY s «—RUSS. MUS. -
o <© GENERAL | MIKHAILOY K ENER KAy OF ETHNOGRAPHY _PELINSKOGO <
LIEUT. SCHMIDT: BRONZE STAFF z z
e . & THEATER | @pusHKIN = Z
EMBANK- S @ 'sioc YELISEEVSKY'S g o
Alexanden, 750 HOUSE OF GRAND u o
MENT  BLAGOVESH Garden & BOOKS CRAND — DELICATESSEN s 3
- ToOptina CHENSKY. .y r LR N (5} Rk | FABERGE !
e 80" STASAACISAT | | Ndmray wm s CATH. ) ZHUKOY K050
Church «@ . ) X ka1 GTROGANOV * ~Mevsky Prospekt ‘j cmEMA MusEUM
S CATHEDRAL PALACE [
£ o Dror Y 0 ANICHKOV
Oy KAZAN Sky . (HORSE TAMERS)
& R o MAIN % CATHEDRAL Gg;yy STOCKMANN
i ENGLISH POST B e GOETINY Gtme Shg DEP'T STORE
v EMBANKMENT OFFICE o 0 % STATUE o, 5T
NIKOLAEVSKY ¢ o o o S0 ) S@E. Maskorstay O &
e A W) THE HISTORY ® F yos® JF O ALEXANDRINSKY W 8 [3) prising S
Holland (FOLK SHOW) “oce1 610N P 0 JHEATER S "’ Square 5
Island 00 3 g 5/ Vosstana 9
‘}‘e* g (4] & < s
g ELS) N MOSKOVSKY
ostoyerskays
A < o8 VLADIMIRSKAYA EIATION
MARIINSKY Spasskaya i Fiosschad o % CHURCH =/ GALEREYA
CONCERT HALL 0¥ c Hay Market” 7] & MALL
@ MARIINSKY angy Square N DOSTOVEVERY—/S
Lo THEATER 4 % £ \
T o MUSEUM \
" i Sadovaya. < 2 i
% MARIINSKY 1l g 9 LR
2 2| B & Bussen |}
& N S, g% S &Moscow}
S - z %
o KOLOMNA H g %, | Hotels Services
¥ &, 2 i
g 5 < Pushka Inn © Dom Knigi Books
H S
o g @ Herzen House © Anglia Bookshop
4 © Cronwell Inn Stremyannaya @ Bukvoyed Books
g o O M Hotel [11) Pharmacy
et 2 . , i -
> aive N . vitessky:, | @ HotelKristoff @ American Medical Clinic
7 o,(ﬂ" 5 y:Z o S "’T::’:k:’y’f;’g 7 :‘ ?BTQ;'S‘)Y%I | @ Soul Kitchen Hostel @® Internet Café
altiisky | S r \
Fontanka Station v (catherine Palace)” g Teae. | TALLINN @ Hostel Life & Peterswalk Tours @ Laundry






OEBPS/graphics/v-01-spintroopener.jpg





