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Getting the most from this guide


This guide is designed to help you to raise your achievement in your examination response to Animal Farm. It is intended for you to use throughout your GCSE English literature course. It will help you when you are studying the novel for the first time and also during your revision.


The following features have been used throughout this guide to help you focus your understanding of the novel.
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Target your thinking


A list of introductory questions labelled by Assessment Objective is provided at the beginning of each chapter to give you a breakdown of the material covered. They target your thinking in order to help you work more efficiently by focusing on the key messages.
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Build critical skills


These boxes offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking, analysis and exploratory thought. Building and practising critical skills in this way will give you a real advantage in the examination.


[image: ]







[image: ]


GRADE FOCUS


It is possible to know a novel well and yet still underachieve in the examination if you are unsure what the examiners are looking for. The GRADE FOCUS boxes give a clear explanation of how you may be assessed, with an emphasis on the criteria for gaining a Grade 5 and a Grade 8.
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REVIEW YOUR LEARNING


At the end of each chapter you will find this section to test your knowledge: a series of short, specific questions to ensure you have understood and absorbed the key messages of the chapter. Answers to the ‘Review your learning’ questions are provided in the final section of the guide (p. 102).
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GRADE BOOSTER


Read and remember these pieces of helpful grade-boosting advice. They provide top tips from experienced teachers and examiners who can advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, in order to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Key quotation


Key quotations are highlighted for you, so that if you wish you may use them as supporting evidence in your examination answers. Further quotations, grouped by characterisation, top moments and themes, can be found in the ‘Top ten’ section on page 96 of the guide.


‘Yes it was theirs – everything that they could see was theirs!’








Introduction


Studying the text


You may find it useful to dip into this guide in sections as and when you need them, rather than reading it from start to finish. For example, the section on ‘Context’ can be read before you read the novel itself, since it offers an explanation of the relevant historical, cultural and literary background to the text. In ‘Context’ you will find information about aspects of George Orwell’s life and times that influenced his writing; the particular issues with which Orwell was concerned; and where the novel stands in terms of the literary tradition to which it belongs.


The ‘Plot and structure’ sections in this guide could be helpful to you either before or after you read each chapter of Animal Farm. As well as a summary of events there is also commentary, so that you are aware of both the key events and the literary features in each chapter. Later, the sections on ‘Characterisation’, ‘Themes’ and ‘Language, style and analysis’ will help develop your thinking further, in preparation for written responses on particular aspects of the text.


Many students also enjoy the experience of being able to bring something extra to their classroom lessons in order to be a step ahead of the game. Alternatively, you may have missed a classroom session or feel that you need a clearer explanation, and the guide can help you with this too.


An initial reading of the section on ‘Assessment Objectives and skills’ will enable you to make really effective notes in preparation for assessments, because you will have a very clear understanding of what the examiners are looking for. The Assessment Objectives are what examination boards base their mark schemes on. In this section the AOs are broken down and clearly explained.


Revising the text


Whether you study the novel in a block of time close to the exam or much earlier in your GCSE English literature course, you will need to revise thoroughly if you are to achieve the very best grade that you can.


Reading this guide should, of course, never be a substitute for reading Animal Farm itself, but it can help. You should first remind yourself of what happens in the novel, and for this the chapter on ‘Plot and structure’ might be revisited in the first instance. You might then look at the ‘Assessment Objectives and skills’ section to ensure that you understand what the examiners are, in general, looking for.


‘Tackling the exams’ then gives you useful information on the exams and on question format, depending on which examination board specification you are following. It also gives advice on the examination format, and practical considerations such as the time available for the question and the Assessment Objectives that apply to it.


Advice is also supplied on how to approach the question, writing a quick plan and ‘working’ with the text. AQA and Edexcel both use an essay-type question for Animal Farm, while OCR partially uses an extract-based approach for its question on the novel. Focused advice on how you might improve your grade follows, and you need to read this section carefully.


You will find examples of exam-style responses in the ‘Sample essays’ section, with an examiner’s comments in the margins so that you can see clearly how to move towards a Grade 5, and how then to move from a Grade 5 to a Grade 8. When looking at the sample answers, bear in mind that the way responses are assessed is similar (but not identical) across the boards. It is sensible to look online at the sample questions and materials from the particular board that you are taking, and to try planning answers to as many questions as possible. You might also have fun inventing and answering additional questions, since you can be sure that the ones in the sample materials will not be the ones you see when you open the exam paper!


This guide should help you to clarify your thinking about the novel, but it is not a substitute for your thoughtful reading and discussion of Animal Farm. The guide should also help you consolidate your approach to writing well under the pressure of the examination. The suggestions in the guide can help you to develop habits of planning and writing answers that take the worry out of how you write, and so enable you to concentrate on what you write.


The guide is intended to complement the work you do with your teacher, not to replace it. At the end of the main sections there are ‘Review your learning’ questions to support your thinking. There are ‘Build critical skills’ and ‘Grade booster’ boxes at various points; these help you to develop the critical and analytical skills you need to achieve a higher grade. There is also a ‘Top ten’ quotations section, for characters, top moments and themes. Now that all GCSE literature examinations are ‘closed book’, this ‘Top ten’ section will prove helpful in learning short quotations to support points about characters and themes, as well as being a revision aid that identifies the top ten key moments in Animal Farm.


When writing about the novel, use this guide as a springboard to develop your own ideas. You should not read this guide in order to memorise chunks of it, ready to regurgitate in the exam. Examiners are not looking for set responses; identical answers are dull. They would like to see that you have used everything you have been taught – including by this guide – as a starting point for your own thinking. The examiners hope to reward you for perceptive thought, individual appreciation and varying interpretations. Try to show that you have engaged with the themes and ideas in the novel and that you have explored Orwell’s methods with an awareness of the context in which he wrote. Above all, don’t be afraid to make it clear that you have enjoyed the novel.
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Watching Animal Farm


There have been two film adaptations of Animal Farm: one produced in 1954 and another in 1999. The first – a cartoon animation – was Britain’s first animated feature film and has received much attention as a result of this, along with revelations that its funding came from the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency), which wanted to fund anti-communist art.


The 1999 film incorporates real actors alongside animals, aided by modern technology and digital animation. Neither film is entirely faithful to the original novel, with some changes made to both events and characters, so take care not to get confused if you do watch them. Nevertheless, both films are worth viewing in order to see how events and characters have been interpreted.


Alongside films of the novel, play scripts and stage adaptations exist, so it would be beneficial for you to keep an eye out for any local or national companies staging a production of Animal Farm. Ian Wooldridge and Peter Hall’s play scripts of the novel offer an interesting comparison for you, and can be read quite easily alongside the original novel.


You will find interesting differences from the text in these adaptations. Bear in mind that while they are enjoyable versions of the tale and convey the essential message of the novel, they should never be seen as a substitute for the text itself. Examiners are unlikely to be impressed by responses that refer to the film versions rather than the novel itself.


Enjoy referring to the guide as you study the text, and good luck in your exam.





Context




[image: ]


Target your thinking





•  What is meant by ‘context’? (AO3)



•  What does the context of the novel tell us about its purpose? (AO3)



•  How did Orwell’s life experiences influence his novel? (AO3)



•  How does Orwell relate the events in the novel to those in the real world? (AO3)
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What is meant by ‘context’?


Knowledge of context will help you understand and appreciate your reading of Animal Farm, but what exactly does this mean?


The context of a text refers to the circumstances at the time the text was written – in other words the historical, socio-economic and political circumstances at the time, as well as the author’s beliefs about those circumstances. It also refers to the way that more personal events in the author’s own life may have influenced his or her thinking and writing. Finally, context may refer to literary context and be concerned with developments in the novel as a form that may also have influenced the way it was written. Animal Farm was published in 1945, the same year World War II ended. Alongside Nineteen Eighty-Four, it is one of Orwell’s most famous works. Understanding the man behind the book, as well as political events in Britain and the world at the time the book was written, will help you grasp the context of the novel.


Orwell’s life


Early life and education


George Orwell’s real name was Eric Arthur Blair. He was born in India in 1903. India was part of the British Empire at the time, and his father worked there as an agent in the Indian Civil Service. Orwell came from a middle-class family and led a relatively privileged life.


When Orwell was eight years old, his family returned to England and his parents sent him to a private prep school. His experiences there, which he recounts in his autobiographical essay Such, Such Were the Joys, may have shaped his beliefs about the ease with which authority may be abused, which is a key theme in Animal Farm.


On leaving school, he joined the Indian Imperial Police but found it unsuitable and soon resigned.
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Life as a writer



Orwell’s disenchantment with the way Britain ruled India was an early indication of his future as a political writer.


Orwell returned to England in the spring of 1928, spurred on by the disgust and guilt he felt at his background and the imperialism of which he had been a part. He decided to live in poverty, in London and Paris; these experiences resulted in his book Down and Out in Paris and London, which was published in 1933. In this book, Orwell sought to educate the English middle class about the way in which the life they led and enjoyed was founded upon the exploitation of those from whom they distanced themselves. He viewed himself as part of the English moral conscience and his writings reflected this.


It was at this stage that Eric Blair took on the pseudonym George Orwell. Perhaps it was his way of shedding his old identity and taking on a new one. Unable to support himself with his writing, however, Orwell took up a teaching post at a private school. Later he was commissioned to produce a documentary account of unemployment in the north of England for the Left Book Club, a left-wing organisation that sought to ‘help in the struggle for world peace and against fascism’. The Road to Wigan Pier was published in 1937 and is viewed as a milestone in modern literary journalism. In The Road to Wigan Pier, Orwell writes of his desire to ‘escape from … every form of man’s dominion over man’ and comments on the social structures that encourage ‘dominion over others’.


The Spanish Civil War


Orwell went to Spain in order to write newspaper articles on the Civil War. When he arrived he initially found that class distinctions appeared to have vanished and, while there was a shortage of everything, there was equality.
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Spanish Civil War (1936–39): war in which Nationalist forces led by Franco rose against the Republican government of Spain, with various left-wing groups fighting on the Republican side. Franco was established as a fascist dictator and ruled until his death in 1975.
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Socialism appeared to be a real possibility, something worth fighting for, so Orwell joined in the struggle and was sent to the front. He became disillusioned, however, with the rivalry between the communists and other factions fighting the fascists. When he returned to Barcelona, he found that society had reverted to the previous situation of inequality. From his experiences in Spain, Orwell learned that socialism in action was only a temporary possibility. It confirmed for him that modern society cannot exist without different classes and that there is something in human nature that will always seek violence, conflict and power over others – which results in inequality and abuse, as can be seen in Animal Farm. His book Homage to Catalonia is an account of the civil war in Spain.
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Socialism: an economic system based on collective ownership (usually state ownership of money and industry).


Communism: a form of socialism that abolishes private ownership; all property is held in common, actual ownership being ascribed to the community as a whole or to the state.


Faction: members of a group or organisation who hold views not representative of the wider group.


Fascism: a governmental system led by a dictator who has complete power and who forcibly suppresses opposition and criticism, ensuring all industry, commerce, etc., is centralised; usually emphasises an aggressive nationalism and often racism.
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It became clear that while Orwell was a socialist, his experiences in life had led him to become disillusioned; when the fascism of Hitler and Mussolini was given the ironic title of ‘national socialism’, Orwell began to fear that socialism would become fascism. This is seen in Animal Farm in the way that the socialist rebellion against the humans later gives way to a fascist dictatorship under the pigs.




[image: ]


Totalitarianism: a form of government that demands total obedience to the state and aims for complete control over all aspects of public and private life.


[image: ]





Novel writing


At the outbreak of war in 1939, Orwell tried to join the army but he was declared physically unfit. Therefore he served in the Home Guard and worked as a journalist.


Towards the end of the war, Orwell wrote Animal Farm: A Fairy Story. After initial difficulties getting the novel published, it enjoyed great success despite the shortage of paper at the time in the UK and USA. It was translated into many languages around the world and brought Orwell worldwide fame.


He wrote his best known work, Nineteen Eighty-Four, in 1948 (see the connection?) and it was published the following year. This was written as a warning against the state taking complete control over its citizens, so creating a totalitarian dictatorship. In the novel the god-like leader, Big Brother, has created a cult of personality. There are cameras everywhere, including in every room of every house. Hence the famous slogan used throughout the novel: ‘Big Brother is watching you.’ (The term ‘Big Brother’ and this slogan have entered popular culture, for instance in the title of the reality TV show.) A new language has been created, Newspeak, to control what the people think and to limit freedom of thought. (You will meet these concepts of totalitarianism, personality cult and controlling citizens’ thoughts in Animal Farm.)


Orwell died from tuberculosis in London on 21 January 1950.
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GRADE BOOSTER


Knowing about how Orwell’s background influenced his writing of Animal Farm, as well as the context of the novel, is important as it will help you understand the author’s purposes and concerns. While this information should help you write more confidently about the novel, there is little to be gained by simply ‘bolting on’ biographical details; they must always be related closely to the question you are answering and used sparingly.


[image: ]






The Soviet Union



The events in Animal Farm can be seen to relate to those in Russia between 1917 and 1943, therefore you need to know a bit of Russian history in order to discuss some of the novel’s themes.


For centuries Russia was ruled by tsars, who had total authority. Tsar Nicholas II ruled from 1894. Under the reign of the tsars, the ruling classes lived in luxury while the rest of the population suffered, in the same way that, in the novel, Jones lives happily while the animals suffer. Despite the desire for social and political change (shown by minor revolts and the formation of political organisations), however, it was not until 1917 and the shortages and other hardships of World War I, that increased dissatisfaction and rebellion led to the February Revolution. In February 1917, the Bolsheviks forced Tsar Nicholas II to abdicate his position as leader of Russia. The nation’s imperial rule under the Romanov dynasty ended, in a similar way to Jones being ousted from Manor Farm.
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Tsar: a king/emperor.


Bolshevik: a left-wing majority group that followed Lenin; it eventually became the Russian Communist Party.
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After the tsar’s abdication an ineffective provisional government ran Russia, until Vladimir Lenin (a Bolshevik leader) returned from exile. Helped by Leon Trotsky (another former exile) and Joseph Stalin, Lenin launched a successful takeover against the provisional government. On 25 October 1917, as a result of the October Revolution, a new government based on the tenets of communism was founded. In the same way, the animals in the novel establish a farm based on the ideals of ‘Animalism’.


Lenin’s rise to power did not lead to further success or popularity. Russia’s former privileged classes, as well as its working and farming classes, became dissatisfied with the new government and they started to enlist foreign support for their cause. As a result, the White Army (aided by Britain and France) and the Red Army (led by Trotsky) were formed. In the novel, Jones’s alliances with neighbouring farmers and the animals’ battles against the humans, in particular the Battle of the Cowshed, mirror these events.


Russia’s civil war lasted until 1921, and in 1922 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was created. In 1924, however, Lenin, who had been leading the USSR, died. This left Trotsky and Stalin, both power-hungry politicians, to battle for Russia’s leadership. In the same way, in the novel, Snowball and Napoleon are seen to battle over leadership of Animal Farm.
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