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Introduction


When I packed all three of my daughters off to their grandmother’s house for a few days during their summer holidays in order to get some work done in peace and quiet, I expected to talk to them on the phone, I knew that my eldest would send me a text now and again, I was even thinking about getting Granny to set up Skype – but I never expected them each to send me a lovely letter...


I realised right away that Granny must be responsible. Letters are such old-fashioned things, after all ... or are they? When I told my friends about the letters, I soon realised that writing to Mum isn’t such a rare occurrence for other kids who are away from home. Some are encouraged to write letters from school while others like to leave notes around the house for their mothers to find. And plenty of those mothers tend to keep their precious letters somewhere safe to read again later on (or perhaps to embarrass their children with when they are grown up!)


Of course, when embarking on the huge task of writing a letter, you don’t waste too much time on trivia. Letters are for important stuff – and it’s what the children who wrote the letters that are featured in this book found important that make them so fascinating to read. Some of them are simple messages of love. Some are despatches from a child who is missing their mother. Some are promises, apologies, or requests for presents or favourite meals. And some are just funny little thoughts that needed to be put down on paper.


We have printed these letters pretty much exactly as the children wrote them. However, while some of the grammar is still erratic, we did decide to tidy up the spelling rather than leaving some of the original versions in – charming as some of those were, we felt it was better for the reader not to be distracted by spelling mistakes.


The thing I have really enjoyed about compiling these letters is the way that each one tells its own little story and gives us a tiny window into the way a child sees the world.




 


Dear Mum,


Thanks for being such a brilliant mum and for doing lots of fun things with us.


When I grow up I want to be as nice as you!


From


Tim
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Dear Mum


Happy Mother’s Day.


You deserve a special day. You always do nice things for me when I am sad and when we play together you make me happy. Sorry I didn’t tidy my room. I will do it all the time now so you don’t have to.


Have a happy happy day.


From Ellie





Dear Mum,


Here is a picture of Tiger. He is looking sad because you are not here to put him to bed, but he knows you are looking after Grandma so he is happy about that.


We are doing fine. We have been on time to school every day. Dad’s cooking is fine but you make nicer spaghetti than him.


I hope Grandma’s leg is better soon and you can come home. I hope you are having a lovely time.


Lots of Love and Kisses,


Layla


xxxxxxxx
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Dear Mum,


DON’T GO IN MY ROOM. I am making something special for you and don’t want you to see it before it is finished.


(It’s not because it hasn’t been tidied I promise.)


I will give you the present later after school.
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