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Paradise Beach.





Labyrinthine medieval cities, fast-paced urban centers, long stretches of beach, sprawling desert, lush palm oases, and snowcapped mountains—Morocco offers enough to draw any traveler looking for a new vacation spot, but what makes it a must-do destination is the famed hospitality extended toward all visitors.


Morocco has long been a crossroads of culture. With its unique position in the northwest corner of Africa, just a few miles across the Strait of Gibraltar from Spain, this is a true meeting of Europe and Africa, East and West, old and new.


If you’re looking for cultural immersion, the medinas (old, mud-walled cities) of Marrakech and Fez will transport you back a thousand years. Here you can experience Moroccan life as it has been lived for generations, with the muezzin’s call to prayer wafting over the maze of pedestrian-only alleys and sprawling squares where artisans create famed hand-crafted goods.


In the Sahara, blue-turbaned desert nomads lead camels through the sand dunes, past palm-lined oases to a series of Bedouin tents. In the Moroccan desert you can see the night sky at its most vivid, while sunrises and sunsets will leave you breathless.
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the ornate woodwork of the Tijani Mosque in Fez
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plates and scarves in the Ait Ben Haddou kasbah
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a view of the Koutoubia Mosque in Marrakech





Along the coast, the idyllic, artsy towns of Essaouira and Asilah are calm, relaxing spaces where the medina meets the ocean, the fresh catch is the plat du jour, and miles of unclaimed beach await. The chill town of Taghazoute is the surf capital, where you’re more likely to be greeted with a s’up than salaam ‘alaykoom.


Morocco’s four mountain ranges—the Rif, Middle Atlas, High Atlas, and Anti-Atlas—provide nature lovers with soaring peaks, jaw-dropping valleys and gorges, and winding mountain treks to explore by foot or by mule.


The more European cities of Rabat and Casablanca, as well as the ville nouvelles of most major cities, provide modern comforts and maintain an air of the French and Spanish protectorate era with wide boulevards, art deco architecture, sprawling urban gardens, elegant French-style bistros, and, in the north, the occasional tapas bar. Along the Mediterranean, the Spanish exclaves of Melilla and Ceuta are just a short border crossing away.


With Marrakech leading the way, Morocco has become one of the trendiest vacation destinations for travelers in the know. With its world-class hospitality and enough sights and sounds for travelers of all stripes, it’s easy to see why. So come, sip on a refreshing Moroccan mint tea, and start exploring this remarkable corner of Africa.
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decorative tajines for spices
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pouring tea in Erg Chebbi.
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one of the bazaars in Chefchaouen









Planning Your Trip



Where to Go


Casablanca and the South Atlantic Coast


Casablanca is Morocco’s largest city, with art deco colonial-era buildings and a vibe that is distinctly all business. This cosmopolitan melting pot gives way to traditional Morocco in smaller cities such as Essaouira along the South Atlantic Coast, which also has some of the country’s warmest and most surf-friendly beaches.
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a cat hanging out at the Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca





Rabat and the North Atlantic Coast


Along the North Atlantic Coast, the very European-feeling capital city of Rabat provides a gateway to a more relaxed stretch of secluded beaches and tranquil fishing ports along the coastline, the stunning Roman ruins of Lixus and Banasa, and the artsy coastal town of Asilah.


Tangier and the Mediterranean Coast


The days of the Interzone still ripple around the nooks of the Zoco Chico and along the cafés dotting the boulevards of the edgy port city of Tangier. The Mediterranean Coast hosts two Spanish exclaves in Morocco, Ceuta and Melilla, while the Moroccan coastline is a popular destination in August for vacationing Moroccan families. The Rif is home to famous blue town of Chefchaouen, one of the most pleasant towns in all of Morocco, while the surrounding mountains offer opportunities for rock-climbing and trekking.
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Fez and the Middle Atlas


The old medina of Fez is considered the world’s largest existing medieval city and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Spending a few days getting lost in its twisting passageways is a rite of passage for any traveler to Morocco. The nearby city of Meknes provides a medina experience with less confusion, while Volubilis is one of the most well-preserved former Roman cities in all of Africa. The Middle Atlas mountains are stunning, particularly in spring, with opportunities for nature lovers to mingle with locals and visit some less touristed places, such as picturesque Zaouia d’Ifrane, a quaint village with a backdrop of cascading waterfalls.


Marrakech


Europeans have long known the secret of Marrakech, and now the secret is out. With world-class dining, shopping, and nightlife, along with the more traditional experiences of the Moroccan hammam (bath), call to prayer, and confusing maze of souks, it is a true meeting of East and West, where the 24-hour carnival of the Jemaa el-Fnaa, the main square, reigns over the nonstop parade in the center of it all. Marrakech is a strategic location for travelers, with easy access to the nearby High Atlas, coastal cities of Agadir and Essaouira, and the endless Sahara. It’s easy to see why Marrakech is one of the top vacation destinations in the world.




If You Have . . .


• ONE WEEK: Head straight to Marrakech. Spend a few days wandering the souks and the famous Jemaa el-Fnaa, do a day trip to Essaouira, then head to Ouarzazate and spend the night in a desert oasis.
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evening at the Jemaa el-Fnaa in Marrakech





• TWO WEEKS: Add a trip out to the Sahara dunes of Erg Chebbi before returning toward the coast via the Ziz Valley to tour the medieval medina of Fez.


• THREE WEEKS: Add an excursion into one of the mountain ranges for trekking, rock-climbing, or winter sports, or consider a retreat into Ceuta or Melilla, both Spanish exclaves of Morocco.


• FOUR WEEKS: Add a two-day excursion from Fez to Chefchaouen in the Rif Mountains and make for the relaxing port town of Asilah on the Atlantic Coast.





The High Atlas


The snowcapped peaks of the High Atlas can be seen from nearby Marrakech and in winter provide some of Africa’s best slopes for skiers. Toubkal National Park is one of the prettiest national parks, full of alpine trees and frothy rivers. It’s excellent for trekkers and hikers and a tranquil background for nature lovers looking for a getaway. Adventurous travelers should pack their skis, snowboards, ice picks, crampons, hiking boots, and binoculars to try to take in all that Morocco’s tallest mountains have to offer.


Ouarzazate and the Southern Oases


Take in the movie studios of Ouarzazate, the Hollywood of Africa, before heading out to spend a night in the great sand sea of the Sahara. See the stars as you have never seen them before, seemingly in HD, then travel back in time through valleys of lush date palms lined with ksour (walled villages) and hike through the spectacular Dades and Todra Gorges.



When to Go



There is no set time to visit Morocco. However, it is a country with four distinct seasons, following other countries in the northern hemisphere with summer lasting June-August, fall September-November, winter December-February, and spring March-May.


During the summer, temperatures soar inland, in cities like Marrakech and Fez, making days unbearably hot and travel difficult, though this is the best time to be on the coast. August is a high travel month, with many Europeans and Moroccans having the month for vacation. Moroccan families crowd the Mediterranean beaches around Nador and Tetouan, as well as the North Atlantic Coast beaches of Essaouira and Larache, while Europeans flock to the packaged resort town of Agadir and other beaches along the South Atlantic Coast. The Sahara should be avoided during the summer, as travel is just too hot.
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a row of Moroccan teapots





The beginning of fall is one of the better travel periods, after kids have gone back to school and the families have dispersed. Daytime temperatures aren’t so high, but the water is generally warm through September and it’s more than likely you’ll have an entire beach to yourself. Toward the end of fall the desert becomes cooler, with October generally being an excellent month for desert excursions. October and November are some of the lower travel months, so deals can sometimes be had with hotels, restaurants, and tours around this period.


December is becoming a trendy time to visit Morocco, with many holiday goers doing Christmas shopping in the medinas of Marrakech and Fez, though temperatures can be surprisingly chilly, especially at night. January typically kicks off the short ski season in Oukaïmeden, though the rest of the country is quieter, with some hotels and restaurants closing down for the month. In some destinations farther out, roads are sometimes washed out during the heavy seasonal rains.
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shopping in a Marrakech souk
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lounging outside a carpet bazaar in Essaouira








Spring is probably the best all-around time to visit. The mountain snows have cleared, valleys are in bloom, and the entire country north of the High Atlas seems to erupt in shades of green, while just beyond the tall peaks of the High Atlas range the not-too-distant Sahara is warming up for the summer. Traveling around the country is typically easier, and the drives through the Ziz Valley and along the “Road of 1,000 Kasbahs” offer views of stunning snowcapped peaks against lively palm fronds and mudbrick ksour (walled villages).


Festivals take place year-round, but some of the largest festivals happen in the spring and early fall. In May, you can find the Mawazine Festival happening in Rabat and the Rose Festival in Kalaat M’Gouna. In June is the largest festival in Morocco, the Sacred Music Festival in Fez. In September, the Tanjazz music festival is held in Tangier and the Marriage Festival takes place in Imilchil. In late fall (late Nov. or early Dec.), the International Film Festival takes place in Marrakech.


Ramadan and Other Islamic Holidays


The busiest travel times for Moroccans, outside of the August vacation, revolve around the Islamic calendar, with the two largest holidays being the holy month of fasting, Ramadan, and the biggest holiday of the year, Eid al-Adha.


During the month of Ramadan, Moroccans are fasting throughout from sunrise to sunset. Many businesses are closed, including restaurants, and traveling around the country by public transport can be difficult with many delays in service. The exact dates of Ramadan are not known in Morocco until a sighting of the moon by religious officials. Roughly speaking, Ramadan should fall between May 27 and June 25 in 2017 and between May 16 and June 14 in 2018. The end of Ramadan is marked by Eid al-Fitr, often called Eid es-Seghir or the “little holiday.”


The biggest holiday in Morocco is Eid al-Adha, often called plainly the “big holiday” or Eid al-Kabir. It is a three-day festival that occurs two moon cycles after the end of Ramadan and is the biggest feast in the country, marking when Ibrahim (Abraham) was willing to sacrifice his son for God. Trains, public buses, and grand taxis are impossibly full directly before and after this festival.


For Muslims and non-Muslims curious about Islam, traveling during Ramadan or any of the other religious holidays, even with the traveling hiccups and delays, can be a rewarding experience. Many mosques have all-night dikr, a kind of spiritual chanting done in a group, while many families will open their doors to entertain guests. Some of the liveliest nights in Morocco happen during Ramadan.


Know Before You Go


Passports and Visas


Travelers to Morocco who intend to visit as tourists for less than 90 days only need to present a valid passport upon entry. Customs officials will stamp a valid 90-day tourist visa in your passport, though they demand that the passport be valid for at least six months beyond your entry date. However, this isn’t typically problematic. For stays of longer than 90 days, you will need to request a visa from the nearest Moroccan embassy or consulate in your home country. Some travelers arrange for exits through the Spanish exclaves of Ceuta or Melilla when they are close to their 90-day limit and reenter the country with another 90 days. Students and employees traveling to the country for studies or work should be assisted by the Moroccan-based university, school, or employer through the visa process, which generally happens after you have entered the country on a 90-day tourist visa.


Vaccinations


There are no obligatory vaccination requirements for visiting Morocco. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends travelers to have all of their basic vaccinations updated. The CDC recommends that travelers have hepatitis A and typhoid vaccines. Additionally, outdoor adventure types and children should consider having a rabies vaccination before traveling, particularly if planning on trekking through the national parks of the Middle Atlas or High Atlas.
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a grinning camel outside the Tinghir kasbah





Transportation


Most travelers from North America will arrive by plane to the Mohammed V International Airport in Casablanca. Nonstop flights connect with New York and Montreal, though most flights layover in Europe. European travelers have a selection of direct flights with connections from most major European capitals to Agadir, Fez, Marrakech, Rabat, and Tangier. Though there are a few nonstop national flights from Casablanca to Agadir, Fez, Marrakech, Ouarzazate, and Tangier via the national carrier Royal Air Maroc, most travelers use a combination of intercity buses, trains, taxis, and car rentals to move around the country.
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Rue Allal Ben Abdellah in downtown Casablanca





From Spain and France, it is possible to enter the country by ferry via Tangier or the Spanish exclaves of Ceuta and Melilla, where you will then cross the land border into Morocco.


Travel within the country is mostly done by train, bus, and car. There are two primary train lines. The first line connects down the Atlantic Coast from Tangier to Casablanca and then turns inland to Marrakech. The other follows a northeast trajectory from Casablanca through Fez to Oujda in the northeastern corner of the country. Between cities not connected by train there are local and private buses, as well as grand taxis that connect cities and towns. Renting a car provides more mobility to travelers, and the roads in Morocco are in generally good condition, though lighting is an issue for night driving.


In major cities, petit taxis and public buses circulate town, with the inexpensive petit taxis being the most used by travelers and locals. Casablanca and Rabat also have new tram lines that make connections and most major stops through the city. Sightseeing is generally done on foot, as most of the old medinas of Morocco are pedestrian pathways.


The Best of Morocco


See everything Morocco has to offer, from the great imperial cities of Marrakech, Fez, Meknes, and Rabat to the calm oases of the desert. Relax on the beaches along the Atlantic Coast and literally walk through Roman history in Volubilis. If you have less time, prioritize Marrakech, Essaouira, and the desert excursion. This can be done in as little as 10 days.


Marrakech


DAY 1


Arrive in the afternoon at the Mohammed V International Airport outside of Casablanca and take the train into town. Get cozy in a beachfront hotel, or a boutique hotel like Le Doge. Treat yourself to a night out at one of the myriad five-star dining options, such as Brasserie la Bavaroise, and sleep off any jet lag.


DAY 2


In the morning, take a tour of the Hassan II Mosque and catch an afternoon train for Marrakech. Check into a restored riad, such as Dar Najat or the friendly hostel Hotel Central Palace in the old medina for a three-night stay. Spend the night walking around the giant plaza Jemaa el-Fnaa, taking in the circus-like atmosphere with monkey handlers and snake charmers, and eat dinner back at your riad.
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the Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca





DAY 3


After breakfast and a fresh orange juice, take a tour of the sights, including the Saadian Tombs, Bahia Palace, and Marrakech Museum, before lunch. Spend the afternoon walking around the souks and getting lost. For dinner, experiment with Moroccan fusion cuisine in a restored riad like Pepe Nero.


DAY 4


Tour some of the famed gardens of Marrakech, such as the Menara Gardens, perhaps by horse-drawn carriage, and have lunch in the Ville Nouvelle, Marrakech’s new town, on the hipster strip of Rue de la Liberté. Spend the afternoon in the Ville Nouvelle exploring some of the shops and cafés, but be sure to purchase your bus ticket for the following day to Essaouira. As darkness falls, head back to the Koutoubia Mosque, which comes alive when lit up at night, and have dinner at one of the food stalls on the Jemaa el-Fnaa. Spend a last night in your riad or hostel.


Essaouira


DAY 5


In the morning, take the two-hour bus trip to Essaouira and look out for goats eating argan nuts from the trees. Settle in for three nights in the old medina at Riad Malaïka or the Atlantic Hostel Woodstock. Have lunch at one of the more eclectic restaurants, such as the eco-friendly Shyadma’s Vegan Food. Explore the medina and start souvenir shopping and getting to know a few of the artists, like the metal sculptor Rachid Mourabit. Catch the sunset from the ramparts, and for dinner treat yourself to a night at the funkily delicious Elizir.
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Essaouira ramparts





DAY 6


Pack your swimsuits and towels for a day on the beach. Consider taking a windsurfing class or taking a boat out to the Îles Purpuraires for some bird-watching. For lunch, head to the port and order some fresh grilled fish at the stand there or duck into Chez Sam for some simple, fresh seafood. In the afternoon, hike down the beach for a bit more privacy, or consider taking a beachside gallop with one of the horses or camels available.


DAY 7


Get ready to go to cooking class. Spend the day preparing your own tajines, salads, and desserts at La Table Madada, where chef Mouna will have you slicing, dicing, and simmering your way to a delicious Moroccan meal. Enjoy the fruits of your labors and your last night in this magical coastal retreat.


If you want to trek to the summit of Jbel Toubkal in the High Atlas, go to Day 8. If you want to continue on, go to Day 13.



Excursion: Trekking the High Atlas



DAY 8


Catch the morning bus for Marrakech. Think about spending the night at one of the palatial hotels, like the Es Saadi Gardens and Resort, and pamper yourself in the spa service there or at the Baan Thai Institute as preparation for the hard days ahead.




[image: image]


the High Atlas Mountains near Marrakech





DAY 9


Meet your mountain guide at the hotel. Take the two-hour drive to Imlil. Have lunch and spend the afternoon gearing up for the two-day trek to summit Jbel Toubkal, then have a good night of sleep at the Imlil Lodge.


DAY 10


After a hearty mountain breakfast, trek up through Tizi n’Mazik pass to the village of Tamsoult, where dinner and a comfortable bed await your arrival.


DAY 11


From Tamsoult, hike to the stunning Irhoulidene Waterfalls, break for lunch, and then take mules to Aguelzim before continuing a trek to the mountain base camp to spend the night at the foot of the summit.


DAY 12


After breakfast, ascend Jbel Toubkal. Have a picnic atop the summit or descend and have lunch at the base camp before continuing back to Imlil or Armed for a well-earned night of sleep.


Ouarzazate and the Southern Oases


DAY 13


Be prepared for a long day of travel. Catch the morning bus to Marrakech, and then catch the first bus to Ouarzazate. Have dinner at French bistro Accord Majeur and tour the Hotel Le Berbere Palace next door, keeping an eye out for visiting movie stars. Check in for two nights at the budget-friendly Hotel Atlas or the charming Le Petit Riad.
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a desert camp in the Sahara





DAY 14


Spend the morning touring the Atlas and CLA movie studios and in the afternoon make your way to the impressive, still functioning, kasbah of Ait Ben Haddou. Have dinner back in your riad or make it a real kasbah day and dine at La Kasbah des Sables.


DAY 15


Catch the bus or drive through the oasis of Skoura, along the “Road of 1,000 Kasbahs,” taking in the date palm valleys and crumbling kasbahs set against the snowcapped peaks of the High Atlas. End the drive or get off the bus in the Dades Gorge at Auberge Chez Pierre and enjoy one of the best meals this side of the mountains.


DAY 16


Take a morning stroll through the mountain villages of the gorge, perhaps all the way to the Monkey Fingers, before heading back to the car for an afternoon drive (or taking a bus) through Tinghir to Merzouga. Climb on a camel and make your way into the desert for a night under the stars at Erg Chebbi.


DAY 17


Wake up to watch the sunrise over the Saharan dunes. After breakfast, climb back on your camel and head back to civilization. Check into the Hotel Tizimi in Erfoud or the Hotel Yasmina in Merzouga and relax for a day next to the pool, sip on a fresh juice, and get a good night of sleep.


Fez and Meknes


DAY 18


After breakfast, make the long drive through Errachidia and the Ziz Valley to the medieval city of Fez. If traveling by bus, you’ll have to wait for the Supratours night bus, which leaves Merzouga at 7pm. In Fez, check into one of the restored riads that have been converted into boutique hotels, such as Riad Laaroussa, or the Funky Fes hostel for two nights.
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the blue gate of Bab Boujeloud in Fez





DAY 19


Spend the day getting lost in the labyrinthine medina of Fez or take a guided tour of the museums and sights, such as the breathtaking Batha Museum and the majestic Medersa Bouanania, a restored 14th-century Quranic school. Explore the Chouwara tanneries (after plugging your nose with mint) and tuck in for a quick bowl of bissara at the Elminchaoui soup stand.


DAY 20


Take a drive or catch a grand taxi out to the old Roman ruins of Volubilis. Spend the morning walking through history and then have a simple lunch in Meknes, on the Place el-Hedim looking at the impressive Bab Mansour gate. Consider shopping for souvenirs in the medieval (though easy to navigate) medina, and check into a luxury riad near the train station in Rabat for your last night in Morocco.


If You Have More Time . . .


Think about heading up to Asilah to start a one-week tour that includes Tangier and Chefchaouen.


Spiritual Pilgrimage


Visit the holiest places in Morocco and discover why Fez is often called the “Mecca of the West.” Despite pushback from orthodox Islamic scholars who take a more hard-line approach to idolatry, the existence of places of pilgrimage in North Africa and West Africa is strong. There is a distinct cult of the marabout, a religious figure who is venerated for their strength or purity of life. For Muslims, this is a particularly rewarding tour to make during Ramadan, though travel can be somewhat difficult and you will likely need a few more days, with all the dikr (night-long chanting), festive evenings, new friends from around the world, and fasting taking a toll on normal sleeping patterns. Many of the sites, because they are places of worship, are intended only for Muslims, and non-Muslims will not be permitted entry.




Best Beaches


Discover the tranquility of Mediterranean and Atlantic beaches, great for surfers, swimmers, and sunbathers alike. Windsurf in Essaouira, snag a wave in Agadir, and find yourself secluded in the aptly named Paradise Beach in Asilah. For calmer beaches, visit in September, just after the August crowds have subsided and while the water is still at its warmest.


AGADIR


The beach features one of the most pleasant corniche walks, plenty of lounge chairs, and many Europeans who flock here throughout the year for the sun and sand. Just north of Agadir is the friendly enclave of Taghazoute, where good surfing can be had October-April.
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the town beach of surfer-friendly Taghazoute, near Agadir





ESSAOUIRA


Essaouira beaches are welcoming to women travelers and offer plenty of activities, including bird-watching on the Îles Purpuraires. The wind makes it popular with kitesurfers and windsurfers.


MIRLEFT


This distant beach is a favorite with Europeans looking for something a bit more out of the way. There are some water sports and deep-sea fishing possibilities, but most people come here to get away from the crowds.


DAKHLA


The heavy winds that tear across the Sahara and through the distant Western Sahara city of Dakhla have made this beach a favorite with kitesurfers and windsurfers, with paragliding and fishing also favorite pastimes.


RABAT


Next to Kenitra, just north of Rabat, is the friendly sunbathing Plage des Nations. With the Exotic Gardens of Sidi Bouknadel nearby, there is plenty to do for a day.


ASILAH


The aptly named Paradise Beach is generally deserted outside of the busy summer months, making this a romantic daytime getaway for couples looking to spend a little alone time on a beach.


TANGIER


Tangier has beaches on the Mediterranean and Atlantic. The popular beaches on the Mediterranean are good for families and small children, while the Atlantic is where the trendy go to catch some rays away from the crowds.


CABO NEGRO


Just a short drive from Tetouan are the clean, warm private beaches of Cabo Negro. They’re impossibly busy during the summer months, but in early fall the crowds subside, making this a go-to destination for sun worshippers.


PLAGE DE TORRES


Hidden in the middle of Al-Hoceima National Park, the little-visited Plage de Torres is a gem along this stretch of the Mediterranean and one of the few public beaches not strewn with garbage.






Day 1



In Casablanca, take a tour of the Hassan II Mosque, a true feat of modern architecture that features some of the best Moroccan craftsmanship. This is the largest mosque in Morocco; it holds 25,000 worshippers inside while another 80,000 can fit around the mosque grounds. Spend the night in one of the hotels along the corniche, listening to the surf pound against the shore below.


Day 2


Take the morning train to Fez and explore the medieval medina, home to many of the holiest sites in Morocco. For West Africans, Fez is a mini-pilgrimage, where they visit the Tijani Mosque and Mausoleum, which houses the tomb of Sidi Ahmed al-Tijani, the man responsible for bringing Islam to countries such as Senegal and Mauritania. The nearby Qaraouiyine Mosque, founded in 859 by Fatima, a wealthy refugee from the city of Karaouin in Tunisia, is one of Morocco’s oldest and largest mosques. Just a short walk from the mosque leads to the Mausoleum of Moulay Idriss II, the son of the founder of modern Morocco.


Day 3


Catch a bus to Moulay Idriss, just an hour from Fez, above the ruins of Volubilis. The hilly town is the resting spot for the founder of the country, Moulay Idriss, who brought Islam to Morocco from the Middle East and converted the local tribes to the religion. His mausoleum and mosque are some of the most ornate in the country. In the afternoon, if the sun is not too hot, you might want to take the opportunity to visit Volubilis, the ruins of the former capital of Morocco.
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the exquisite ruins of Volubilis





Day 4


Take the bus or rent a car from Fez and make your way through the Ziz Valley to Rissani, where you can visit the Mausoleum Moulay Ali Cherif. Moulay Ali was the founder of the current Alaouite dynasty that rules Morocco and is considered a direct descendant of the Prophet Mohammed. To contemplate spiritual matters, venture by camelback into the dunes of Merzouga to watch the sunset and spend the night in a Bedouin tent communing with nature.


Day 5


In the morning, make your way back to civilization and catch the bus for Ouarzazate. You can spend the night in Ouarzazate or consider the nearby kasbah of Ait Ben Haddou to continue some contemplation. If time allows, you can stop on the bus at Tinghir or Boumalne Dades to explore the wonderful Todra and Dades Gorges, true works of natural art.
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the living kasbah of Ait Ben Haddou





Day 6


Take a bus over the Tizi n’Tichka pass to Marrakech and explore the medina, touring the glorious Koutoubia Mosque, which holds court over the vibrant plaza Jemaa el-Fnaa.


World Heritage Sites


Morocco is home to nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites, which make for a spectacular tour for archaeologists and Indiana Jones wannabes. Explore the maze of Fez’s medina and discover the Roman ruins of Volubilis before heading north to the medina of Tetouan. Then it’s back south, down the coast, to the Portuguese Cistern of El Jedida and medina of Essaouira before tucking inland to the Red City of Marrakech and over the High Atlas to the living Ait Ben Haddou kasbah on the edge of the Sahara. This tour is best divided in two parts: north and south, with the order being interchangeable.


Northern Leg


DAY 1


After landing in Casablanca, catch the next train for Fez. Spend 3-4 nights in the middle of the medieval city of Fez, where donkeys and horses trod alongside pedestrians.




Adrenaline Rush


Surf, ski, run, bike, climb, raft, and parachute your way around Morocco! Surf the southern coast, ski the slopes of Oukaïmeden, mountain bike through the High Atlas, climb the Todra Gorge, raft down the Ahansal River, and even run the most extreme footrace in the world—a six-day race through the scorching Sahara sun.


SURF


Whether you want to kitesurf, windsurf, or just plain catch a wave, there are companies that offer rental equipment, lessons for all levels, and guidance to where the best waves are. Check in with Surf Maroc in the Moroccan surf capital of Taghazoute.


SKI


Oukaïmeden is one of the best ski resorts in Africa, though for most skiers, this is more of a novelty than a challenge. Check in with the folks at Hotel Chez Juju for rentals and lift tickets.




[image: image]


skis for rent





RUN


If running is your thing, there are picturesque jogs to be had along any beach and around any city. Some of the more popular runs are the 6-kilometer tour of the Marrakech medina walls and the 10-kilometer run along the beach of Tangier.


If you think you’re tough, enlist in the grueling Marathon des Sables. This six-day, 250-kilometer race requires runners to be self-sufficient while enduring the intense Sahara sun.


BIKE


Mountain biking is growing in Morocco, and now companies carry good equipment and lead tours through the winding passes of the High Atlas and into the long stretches of desert road found in the Sahara. Get your bikes with Bike Adventures in Morocco.


CLIMB


The High Atlas and the Rif offer good spots to climb in Morocco, though the Todra Gorge is the dirt-bagging standard. You can find guides and hand-drawn maps of newer climbs there.


RAFT


Plunge downriver and into some white water in the N’Fis and Ahansal Rivers. In the spring, the rivers are at their fullest, offering some breathtaking views that will get your heart pounding. Check for equipment and guides with Morocco Rafting.





DAY 2


Spend the day exploring the nooks and crannies of Fez’s medina, paying special attention to sites such as the beautifully restored 14th-century Medersa Bouanania as well as the smelly but rewarding Chouwara tanneries, where leather is being cured as it has for centuries, with pigeon excrement and cow urine.
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working hard in the Chouwara tanneries of Fez





DAY 3


Take a grand taxi to the Roman ruins of Volubilis and spend the morning walking through Roman forums and examining the water irrigation system, the different stone and marble used for construction, and some of the mosaics still lying about. Couple this with an afternoon in the historic city of Meknes looking at the unrestored yet exquisite Medersa Bouanania there, as well as the Mausoleum of Moulay Ismail and the granaries (Heri es Souani), for an idea of the technological advancement of Moulay Ismail’s empire.


DAY 4


Catch the 8am bus for the mountain town of Chefchaouen, tucked into the folds of the Rif, and cool off while you have lunch and explore one of Morocco’s more pleasant medinas. Before sunset, catch a cab onto Tetouan and spend two nights in one of the medina lodgings here, such as Dar Rehla.


DAY 5


Spend the day in Tetouan exploring the most lived-in medina in Morocco, and make sure to spend an hour or two at the Archaeology Museum of Tetouan. The collection of Roman-era mosaics is unmatched. If you have time, consider taking a walk out to Tamuda—the site is little more than rubble, but it is all that remains of one of the oldest cities in Morocco.


DAY 6


In the morning, catch a taxi for Lixus and spend the first half of the day exploring this little-visited Roman ruin just off National Road 1 north of Larache. Have a picnic in the amphitheater overlooking the Loukkos River while contemplating life in this city 3,000 years ago. In the afternoon, make your way by bus to Rabat and check in for two nights. If you want to continue the medina-living experience, check into Le Repose in Salé, just across the river from Rabat.


DAY 7


Spend the day exploring the Oudaïas Kasbah in Rabat and duck into the souvenir shops along the Rue des Conseils before making your way to the Chellah Necropolis, where you will see the Roman-era city alongside the more recent ruins of the Almohad and Merenid dynasties of the 12th and 14th centuries. If you have time, consider adding a day to explore the other Roman ruins in this region, Banasa and Thamusida.


Southern Leg


DAY 8


From Rabat, take the train to El Jedida, south of Casablanca, to begin the second half of the tour that will take you south. In El Jedida, check into the Dar Al Manar, just north of the city, for eco-friendly lodgings with Fatima for a night, or save a few bucks at the Dar el Breija. Spend the afternoon touring the Portuguese Cistern and ramparts of the city before calling it a day.


DAY 9


Take a bus along the coastal road on a beautiful ride south to Essaouira. This region is home to the argan tree, the oil of which is a specialty of Morocco. Here, you can take a walk on the ramparts at sunset and eat off some of the most diverse menus in all of Morocco. Plan on spending two nights in one of the friendly restored riads or hostels.


DAY 10


Spend the early morning hours exploring Essaouira’s medina while keeping an eye out for the Jewish Star of David. You’ll see plenty of these above the doors in the mellah. Spend the afternoon shopping in the friendly souks, book a cooking class to make your own Morocco tajines, or bum around for a day on the long strip of beach just south of the medina.


DAY 11


Catch the morning bus for Marrakech and keep an eye out for goats munching on the argan nuts in the trees. Plan for two nights in Marrakech, ideally in the medina to experience that last World Heritage medina on your tour. Be sure to reserve dinner in your riad ahead of time. If you’re feeling up to it, make your way to the Jemaa el-Fnaa, the carnivalesque main square, for a night you won’t forget.
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Public ovens are still much in use in the medinas.
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old lamps in the Marrakech medina








DAY 12


Spend the morning touring the medina sites, including the Bahia Palace, Saadian Tombs, and Marrakech Museum before plunging into the famed Marrakech souks, where sights, sounds, and smells will be sure to dazzle you. Haggle with a shop owner or two to complete the experience.


DAY 13


Wake up bright and early to take a bus over the Tizi n’Tichka pass to Ouarzazate, where you will spend the afternoon at the wonderful Ait Ben Haddou kasbah, a real living kasbah with a few families still dwelling in mudbrick. This is one of the most striking examples of the architecture of southern Morocco. From here, if you have time, head out to explore the desert at Erg Chigaga or Erg Chebbi.
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atop the great sand dune of Erg Chebbi
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the bustling port of Essaouira
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Place des Nations Unies in Casablanca.







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Hassan II Mosque: Tour the largest mosque in all of Morocco and the second largest in the world. Modern meets the traditional in this holy place, one of the few mosques non-Muslims may visit (click here).


S Morocco Mall: For a peek into Morocco’s future, shop till you drop at this mall designed by Davide Padoa, featuring high-end brands from around Europe (click here).
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S El Jedida Portuguese Cistern: Step into history at this eerily well-preserved landmark of late gothic design (click here).


S Safi Pottery: Stop by Potter’s Hill in Safi to wander through the kilns and meet with the potters spinning, baking, and hand-painting their wares (click here).


S Windsurfing, Kitesurfing, and Surfing: The South Atlantic Coast offers up some world-class waves as well as the perfect wind to make windsurfing and kitesurfing a year-round adventure (click here and click here).


S Cooking Classes: Head to Essaouira and chop, dice, slice, and simmer your way through an afternoon, learning how to create your own delicious Moroccan cuisine (click here).


S Taliouine Saffron: Make your way into the Anti-Atlas and stop by the women’s cooperative in the seldom-visited village of Taliouine to sample some of the best saffron in the world (click here).





Casablanca is the beating heart of modern Morocco. It’s a Moroccan-style New York and the country’s business capital, with all the hustle and bustle that entails.


Casablanca can be underwhelming for travelers to Morocco, who likely think of it in light of its romantic history.


Casa, as the locals call it, is more Europeanized than other parts of the country. Men sport suits and ties, and women wear short skirts and high heels, as if they came straight off the Champs Elysées. Taxis can be found at all hours of the day and well into the night . . . and so can a fête (party). You can walk the art deco streets of Boulevard Mohammed V, shop for Gucci bags at the new Morocco Mall, visit the impressive Hassan II Mosque (one of the few mosques non-Muslims can enter in Morocco), and treat yourself to dinner at a five-star restaurant before heading out to a night at Rick’s Café to hear some great jazz and the nightly staple, “As Time Goes By.”


In stark contrast to Casablanca, the southern Atlantic Coast offers some wonderful stretches of beach and a few of the most beautiful coastal towns in Morocco, some more touristed than others and nearly all worth your while. The remnants of Morocco’s varied past can be viewed along this coastline, from the restored 16th-century Portuguese ramparts of El Jedida and Essaouira to the crumbling 12th-century Almohad medina of Azemmour. You will also see some of the more modern apartment and tourist complexes—Morocco’s future—dotting the coast, especially as you head out of Casablanca and again farther south toward Agadir.


Stop in Oualidia and enjoy some of the best oysters in the world, then continue on to Safi to tour the Musée National de Céramique and pick up your own piece of the colorful, hand-made pottery the city is famous for.


At Essaouira, the old Portuguese city of Mogador, the city walls plunge straight down into the sea, offering a chance to take in a memorable sunset. Europeans have already discovered this Moroccan gem. Some of them have opened bookstores, coffee shops, riads, and restaurants throughout the old medina and around the countryside of this vibrant city.
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Still farther south, the new city of Agadir provides a long stretch of beach friendly for surfers and those trying to get a little color. The feel in Agadir is more San Diego than anything else, with sun nearly year-round, plenty of beach-front restaurants, and modern hotels. From Agadir, there are several inland destinations well worth a day-trip, including the fortified city of Taroudant and the capital of Moroccan saffron, Taliouine, a must-stop for foodies looking to stuff their bags with this precious spice.


Those fond of road trips, beaches, warm weather, surfing, and a touch of adventure will enjoy the views and opportunities that the southern Atlantic Coast has to offer.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


For most travelers coming from North America, Casablanca will be the port of arrival. Airplanes usually arrive in the morning and early afternoon, making it possible to continue straight from Casablanca on to other destinations without having to spend a night in Casablanca. Though Casablanca can serve as a good place to get acclimated to your new surroundings, most travelers will likely spend no more than a day or two before heading south to the beaches or on to other more picturesque destinations.


It is possible to bypass Casablanca completely. Travelers wishing to explore Rabat, Tangier, Fez, Meknes, or Marrakech can generally be at their destination in time for dinner by leaving directly from Casablanca after their plane lands via the train that runs from the Casablanca airport to Casa Voyageurs and Casa Port, the main train stations in Casablanca.


Travelers wishing to have a more relaxed pace might consider staying in Casablanca for one or two nights before heading south to explore the South Atlantic Coast, a beautiful stretch of coastline that can only be reached by car or bus. The drive between destinations is often only 1-2 hours, and the leisurely coastal road (R301) is in good condition, often packed with European camper vans, with plenty of places to pull off, stretch your legs, and enjoy the beach. Those with an extra day or two should consider stopping by Azemmour, Oualidia, Safi, and El Jedida along the coastal road. For those wishing to push on, the seaside town of Essaouira demands the most time, as it is the most picturesque destination along this route, with one of the most charming old medinas in all of Morocco, a long sandy beach, and plenty of nice restaurants for foodies. At a relaxed pace, this route takes 6-8 days (1-2 nights in Casablanca, 1 night in El Jedida, 2 nights in Essaouira, 1 night in Agadir, and then 1-2 nights in either Marrakech or Casablanca for the return). For those with a lot of time and looking to really stretch out, it’s possible to continue south from Essaouira to Agadir and the less-visited coastal towns, such as Sidi Ifni, or plunge into the Anti-Atlas and discover some real gems, such as Taroudant, Tafraoute, and Taliouine, before continuing on to Ouarzazate and the palm-lined oases of the Sahara.


For those more pressed for time, an alternative route to explore the South Atlantic Coast is possible, though it bypasses the leisurely coastal road between Casablanca and Essaouira. From Casablanca, head directly for Marrakech either by bus, train, or car. From Marrakech, it is possible to continue to Essaouira and Agadir and then return to Marrakech by either bus or car. This is an interesting route for those thinking of exploring Marrakech for only a day or for drivers who want to save time and bypass the slower coastal road for the paid toll freeway (A7). This route can take as few as 4 nights (2 nights in Essaouira, 1 night in Agadir, and 1 night in Marrakech before returning).


Those with a bit more time can hang their surfboards in Taghazoute, an excellent stop for a day or two of beach-bumming time, while others might explore the inland towns of Taroudant and Tafraoute as well as the saffron fields of Taliouine. It’s also possible to continue south along the coast to Sidi Ifni and Tan Tan.






	
Casablanca


	الدار البيضاء







The bustling, grungy city of Casablanca typically ranks among the most disappointing tourist destinations in the world. Perhaps it’s all in the name: Casablanca, a word that rolls off the tongue, promising something exotic and perhaps romantic. Maybe this is something to do with the Casablanca of Hollywood, Bogart and Bergman, “Play it again, Sam,” and rounding up the usual suspects. Or perhaps because Casablanca was a stop on the famed Marrakech Express, which wound its way from Tangier, a city known for international intrigue and espionage, and Casa somehow pales in comparison. The truth of Casablanca, whatever its associations, is quite the opposite from any romantic notions one might have about it. But as the writer Tahih Shah declared, “Given time, the city unravels itself, revealing the most amazing corners, a vibrant kaleidoscope of Moroccan life found nowhere else.” Maybe one just needs to give Casa a bit more time.
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Casablanca is at once familiar and somehow exotic at the same time. The incessant honking of horns, thick exhaust traffic, and endless calls of street vendors drown out the call to prayer and anything else old-world about this city. Expect Western brand names and stores, shopping malls, LED-lit billboards advertising American name brands.


The dirty whitewashed facades of most of the buildings betray Casa’s colonial past. The intriguing art deco architecture of downtown is juxtaposed against new high-rises in glass and metal.


Casablanca is Morocco’s largest city. A population of nearly 5 million spreads across this stretch of the Atlantic Coast. There are slums in different pockets, a showcase for the economic disparity of Morocco, mostly along the train tracks and far out of the downtown. Despite appearances, though, Casablanca is safer than most American cities.


Microsoft, Boeing, and other large-scale employers have headquarters in Casablanca, making a business trip to Morocco one of the more common ways travelers end up in this sprawling economic capital. For foodies, the booming business and international clientele has been a major boon, with Casablanca sporting some of the finest and most diverse dining in all of Morocco.


HISTORY


Before there was Casablanca, there was Anfa. Though no Roman-era ruins have been discovered, it is believed that Anfa began as a local settlement in the 7th century BC before being displaced by Carthaginian, Phoenician, and Roman control. After Rome was pushed from the country, the area prospered under the Barghawata, a powerful tribal kingdom that boasted of Anfa and its lands as the most fertile and productive in the region. The Barghawata kingdom fell to the Almoravid empire in 1068, and Anfa passed through the Almoravid empire to Merenid rule, continuing to grow all the while.


By the 1400s, Anfa was again an independent state and provided safe harbor to many pirates and slave traders. As retaliation for piracy, Portugal leveled the city in 1468 and built their new town of Casa Branca (Portuguese for “white house”) on its ruins in 1515. Casa Branca remained under Portuguese control for 250 years. The great Lisbon earthquake of 1755 destroyed Casa Branca, and the Portuguese fled, the city again left in ruins.


Sultan Mohamed Ben Abdellah began rebuilding the city under the Arabic name al-Dar al-Bayda (the Arabic name used today, the direct translation of “white house”) a few decades after the Portuguese had fled. However, it was the French—who took control of the city under the French protectorate era in the first half of the 20th century—who built much of what Casablanca is today. Under French rule, the port grew in importance, but so did the shanty town outside the city center. The population boomed and Casablanca, as it was now called, became the economic engine of Morocco, which it remained after Moroccan independence in 1956.


ORIENTATION


Like any sprawling metropolis, Casablanca can be a bit difficult to figure out, though unlike many other Moroccan cities, it is well signed, so GPS-assisted maps typically work very well. The city hugs the Atlantic Coast and has some long (though not necessarily clean) stretches of coastline, and it hosts one of the busiest seaports in Morocco. The city is somewhat divided into “old” and “new” like many Moroccans cities, with the “old” city being the Moroccan medina and the “new” being the rest of the urban sprawl of the Ville Nouvelle. The small, grubby medina forms a sort of focal point of the city, near the marina and the Hassan II Mosque along the coast, from where the rest of the city ripples out in a series of rues (streets), avenues, and boulevards.
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The Hassan II Mosque towers over the city.





The Boulevard de la Corniche follows the coast to the west. This wide, busy thoroughfare begins at the Hassan II Mosque and continues southwest past the lighthouse El Aank, a series of modern high-end hotels and resorts, the Anfa Place Shopping Center, and two beaches (Lalla Meryem and Aïn Diab) before ending at the Morocco Mall. Along the boulevard is the connection with the tram at Aïn Diab, which will take you back into the city. When the sun is out, as it often is in Casablanca, this can be a pleasant walk.


A rather less pleasant walk follows Boulevard Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah, which runs east from the Hassan II Mosque along the busy marina and industrial port to the seaside, where you can find well-priced seafood restaurants. Inland it passes by the neglected outer walls of the medina, where you will find Rick’s Café, before arriving to the convenient Casa Port train station.


On the south side of the bustling Avenue des FAR from the medina is the vibrant Place des Nations Unies, the real heart of Casablanca. Cafés and restaurants surround the square, with pedestrian-friendly streets to explore to the east in the Derb Omar neighborhood. The tram follows Boulevard Mohammed V, a car-free zone and a wonderful downtown walk, to the Marché Central. The Marché Central quarter is one of the better-preserved art deco neighborhoods, with vintage signs, though beware of Casablanca’s seedy red-light district running along Rue Allal Ben Abdellah, where high- and low-end watering holes converge.
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Farther south from the Place des Nations Unies and connected by the tram is the central Park of the Arab League. The park is usually busy with picnickers and families, as well as pockets of homeless, and isn’t unlike New York’s Central Park or San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park. This is the middle of the colonial downtown of Casablanca. The streets around the expansive park are littered with art deco designs from the French protectorate era, as well as a few modern buildings. This is where the majority of museums, theaters, and restaurants can be found, as well as the more architecturally interesting buildings, such as the Palais de Justice and the Cathédrale Sacré Coeur. To the west of the park you’ll find the U.S. Consulate. To the southwest, is trendy Quartier Habous, a protectorate-era vision of a Moroccan medina with its slightly more upscale Moroccan markets and bazaars burgeoning beneath stone arches, popular with travelers seeking an alternative to the grungy markets of the medina. Habous is behind the hospital from the tram station near Parc ISESCO. You can debark at either the Avenue Hassan II or Les Hôpitaux station and walk from there.
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cupola at the Place des Nations Unies





Safety


Casablanca is a relatively safe city, though with the booming population and shantytowns ringing the city, prostitution, drug use, and petty crimes remain high. Since a terrorist attack in 2003, security has been beefed up to protect the economic interest of the country and the safety of its people. The new tram track provides safe, secure passage across different neighborhoods of the city, and police patrol the streets around the clock. Still, care should be taken with walking late at night because, as in most metropolitan cities, muggings are known to happen.


SIGHTS


Medina


The old medina is relatively small. An exit is never more than a few minutes away. This is a pedestrian-only zone, though plenty of scooters zoom about, adding to the chaos. Bab Marrakech, across from the Place des Nations Unies near the clock tower, is the best entrance. Shuffle through lively fruit and vegetable sellers before plunging into the narrow, maze-like streets of the medina. The outward-facing balconies are reminiscent of the medina of Tangier. Somewhat surprisingly, this medina is not nearly as touristed as other medinas in Morocco, giving it an authentic, albeit grungy, air. You can find the Tomb of Sidi Allal El-Kairouani, a sort of patron saint of Casablanca, dating from 1350, on the northwestern edge of the medina.


Ville Nouvelle


Casablanca is the largest city in Morocco, and nearly all of it is in the enormous Ville Nouvelle. The protectorate-era boulevards south of the medina, such as Boulevard Mohammed V, feature some of the nicest architecture in the city, and a bit farther southeast lies the Quartier Habous, a chic alternative to the medina shops. Along the coast are different developments, such as the Hassan II Mosque, the corniche, and Morocco Mall. Beyond, the urban sprawl continues into a mess of apartment buildings and office towers.



S HASSAN II MOSQUE



The Hassan II Mosque (Blvd. de la Corniche, guided tours Sat.-Thurs. 9am, 10am, 11am, 2pm, and 4pm, Fri. 9am and 2pm, depending on prayer times, 120Dh, students 60Dh) is a staggering achievement of modern architecture by Frenchman Michel Pinseau that towers over the crashing waves of the Atlantic Ocean. It is the second-largest religious building in the world, after the Masjid al-Haram mosque in Mecca, and has the capacity for over 80,000 worshipers. The mosque was constructed in a flurry of activity beginning in 1986 and finishing in 1993, after local workers toiled day and night. Six thousand Moroccan master crafters were involved in the building, using their skills with zellij tile work, woodcarving, and ornate stucco work to bring the overwhelming sense of the gracious to its expansive halls. The traditional blends with the modern, as the roof can be retracted and an enormous glass floor is suspended over the sea for prayer (though this, unfortunately, is strictly for royal usage). Non-Muslims are allowed to enter as part of a one-hour tour with English-speaking guides available, while the doors open at prayer times for Muslims and for longer Friday services.




[image: image]


facing the mihrab of the Hassan II Mosque





CORNICHE


The corniche is host to two beaches, Lalla Meryem and Aïn Diab, as well as a couple of hotels and resort areas to the west of Boulevard de la Corniche. Set on a tiny island in the middle of this remote neighborhood, reachable only by a pedestrian bridge, is the mausoleum of Sidi Abdel Rahman (Plage Aïn Diab). Until a few years ago, this small island could only be reached at low tide. Now, families gather on the beach in front of the mausoleum, especially on the weekends, sometimes looking for crabs and often eating snail soup. Those with problems make their way to the island to get spiritual help and guidance. Non-Muslims may not enter the mausoleum but may visit the merchants and healers around the mausoleum. For safety reasons, the island should be avoided at night, though during the day it makes for an excellent diversion. It provides a strange contrast to the relative opulence of the nearby Morocco Mall.


BOULEVARD MOHAMMED V


With the coming of the new tram, Boulevard Mohammed V has been transformed into a car-free zone. The local tram passes through here. This is a spot for walking around the neighborhood on a tour of the art deco past of Casablanca. Observe the detail of the wrought-iron work, the strange arabesques adorning many of the buildings, and the quintessential funk of the signage. If your feet need a break, head into Cinéma ABC (39 Blvd. Mohammed V, 35Dh) or the fabulously renovated Cinéma Rialto (35 Rue Mohammed el Qori, 35Dh), which each usually have two showings of the movie on offer, one in the afternoon and one in the evening, generally in French or Arabic with French subtitles.


PARK OF THE ARAB LEAGUE


Bordering Place Mohammed V is the Park of the Arab League (Parc de la Ligue Arabe). This is the widest green space in Casablanca, and after the crush of the city, it’s the perfect place for a picnic. As in large public parks in other cities, there are some homeless, though they remain largely to themselves. There is ongoing construction in part of the park to host the new world-class Casablanca Grand Theater, expected to be open in 2017. Around the park are some of the best examples of the colonial-era art deco French construction.


CATHEDRAL OF THE SACRED HEART


The Cathedral of the Sacred Heart (Cathédrale Sacré Coeur) (Rue d’Algiers, on the edge of the Parc de la Ligue Arabe) is a former Roman Catholic church built during the French protectorate era in the 1930s. It has recently been used for the occasional exposition but has otherwise been left for the birds—quite literally. Pigeons live high up the towering art deco columns. The church ceased holding services after Moroccan independence in 1956 and now serves as a cultural center. A guardian who usually watches over during the day will let you enter for free if you ask nicely. The interior, with its ornate stucco and stained glass, is somewhat interesting, though for most, a view of the neo-gothic exterior will suffice.
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Cathedral of the Sacred Heart





ABDERRAHMAN SLAOUI FOUNDATION MUSEUM


The often overlooked Abderrahman Slaoui Foundation Museum (Musée de la Fondation Abderrahman Slaoui) (12 Rue de Parc, tel. 0522/206 217, www.musee-as.ma, Tues.-Sat. 10am-6pm, 30Dh) houses a wonderful collection of art deco posters (affiches) from old publicity for Morocco, done by the French to increase tourism. Posters include originals of the infamous La Belle Fatma and Venez au Maroc, which promoted a racial stereotype of Morocco. The museum is well worth the price of admission for those who are intrigued by these art deco masterpieces. It also houses a collection of 19th- and 20th-century Moroccan jewelry, including some ornate headpieces, and paintings by Mohammed Ben Ali R’bati, known for his daily scenes of Tangier shortly after the turn of the 20th century. Information for the museum is only in French.
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colonial art deco architecture in downtown Casablanca





VILLA DES ARTS


Next to the Park of the Arab League is a small art gallery, Villa des Arts (30 Blvd. Brahim Roudani Rue Abou El Kacem Chabi, 0522/295 087, www.fondationona.ma, Tues.-Sat. 9:30am-7pm, closed holidays, free). Set in a renovated art deco mansion that will make any interior decorator drool, the gallery is an artful distraction from the surrounding city bustle. It hosts exhibitions by local and international artists, and the permanent collection includes works by Louis Morère, a French artist who lived in Morocco for many years.


CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES


The Church of Our Lady of Lourdes (Église Notre-Dame de Lourdes) (Rond-Point d’Europe, tel. 0522/263 537, free) is a strange hulk of 1950s design, one of the last large-scale buildings under the French protectorate era, and not the prettiest. However, the stained glass inside is remarkable and captures the sunlight in arrays of colors, the immensity reminiscent of the Parisian Sainte-Chapelle. The church still functions, serving the 20,000 Roman Catholics who call Casablanca home.


QUARTIER HABOUS


Sometimes called the “new medina,” the Quartier Habous (Blvd. Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah) is something of an anomaly. The French constructed this medina to combat the overcrowding in the old medina and throughout the rest of the city in the 1930s. Though modeled on the design of Moroccan medinas, it incorporated modern plumbing and obeyed city planning ordinances and public health regulations in its construction. For a long time, Habous was neglected, though a revival effort has taken place in the last few years, really cleaning up its streets. Now there are traditional crafts and bazaars, making this a less-authentic, though more-desirable, alternative to touring the old medina thanks to its relaxing atmosphere and general cleanliness.


MUSEUM OF MOROCCAN JUDAISM


A bit east from the city center in the neighborhood of Oasis is the only known Jewish museum in an Islamic country, the Museum of Moroccan Judaism (Musée de Judaïsme Moroccain) (81 Rue Chasseur Jules Gros, Oasis, tel. 0522/994 940, www.casajewishmuseum.com, summer Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm, Sun. 11am-3pm, winter Mon.-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sun. 11am-3pm, 40Dh). The museum highlights the link of Morocco with its long, and proud, Jewish past. Religious texts, traditional garments, and sacramental artifacts make up much of the collection, with connections to the various mellahs (Jewish quarters) around Morocco. Much of the information is in French, though English versions are available—just ask. The museum is within walking distance from the Oasis train station.


ENTERTAINMENT AND EVENTS


Bars and Lounges


If you’re looking for smoky dive bars, seedy all-male clientele, and rampant prostitution, then the local bars of Casablanca have that in spades. For most travelers, though, these are places to be avoided. Of the dive bars, perhaps the most interesting is Le Petit Poucet (86 Blvd. Mohammed V), famed for a number of French patrons, but most of all for Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, the author of The Little Prince, who stopped here often between flights as he was working for the French postal service as a pilot.


For a Spanish-themed evening, La Bodega (123 Rue Allal Ben Abdellah, tel. 0522/541 842) has a full bar, though drinking is not cheap. Cocktails typically run north of 50Dh, with tapas starting at 60Dh. The clientele is a mix of locals, tourists, and hardened expats. The atmosphere is perfect for knocking back some suds with your amigos.


Live Music


Hop into Hollywood and belly up to one of the best gin joints in Morocco at Rick’s Café (248 Rue Sour Jdid, tel. 0522/274 207, www.rickscafe.ma, daily noon-3pm and 6:30pm-1am). Drinks are not inexpensive, but the jazz piano, if a little loud sometimes, keeps the mood going, and the bartender serves up anything from a gin fizz to a stiff Johnnie Walker on the rocks.


Nightclubs


Nightclubs in Casablanca should, by all accounts, be avoided. Like most of the bars around the city, they are generally the provenience for the less savory characters of Casablanca, and they’re expensive to boot. If nightlife is your thing, the more internationally friendly environs of Agadir, Marrakech, Rabat, and Tangier are more genial to late-night fêtes.


Most large-scale hotels in Casablanca have their own nightclubs, making these a good place to foray out into the midnight urban jungle without having to travel too far away from home. The party never starts in Morocco until after midnight, with ladies and gentlemen often showing more skin than in most places in the United States or Europe. If you’re traveling out, take taxis back and forth, as these are the hours to avoid walking the streets.


Performing Arts


Ground has finally broken on the Casablanca Grand Theater (slated to be open in 2017) in the Park of the Arab League near Place Mohammed V. This theater, like its sister theater in Rabat, will house performances from around the world, including concerts, dances, and theater performances.


Cinema


For a trip back through time, dive into one of the art deco relics of the French protectorate at the terrifically renovated Cinéma Rialto (35 Rue Mohammed el Qori, 35Dh) or the underappreciated Cinéma ABC (39 Blvd. Mohammed V, 35Dh). Movies are typically Moroccan or French with either French language or subtitles. It’s worth checking out for those with some French or Arabic fluency or who are looking for more language immersion.


The IMAX Movie Theater (Blvd. de la Corniche, Morocco Mall, www.moroccomall.net, 70Dh) is the one place for movie buffs who can’t get enough of cinema in 3D. The theater typically offers screenings of the latest Hollywood blockbuster, though it is only the one theater, so generally only one or two movies are running at any given time. For cinephiles who aren’t Francophones, every Thursday movies are shown in English.



Events



Events, large and small, take place throughout the year. Check with the local tourist information center or your accommodation for the most up-to-date information.


CASABLANCA BOOK FAIR


Book nerds can salivate at the rows and rows of books on hand at the annual Casablanca Book Fair, better known in Francophone-speaking circles as Salon International de l’Edition et du Livre (SIEL) (www.salonlivrecasa.ma). It’s held every February in La Foire International of Casablanca, an event space across from the Hassan II Mosque. This is one of the largest book events in Africa, with over 700 publishers attending and visiting authors from around the world. Titles are on hand, though they veer toward Arabic and French.


JAZZABLANCA


Of the festivals in Morocco, Jazzablanca (www.jazzablanca.com) has been one of the more successful. The Anfa Hippodrome plays host to most of the headliners, though there are plenty of sideshows throughout the city, at various hotels and restaurants. Sometimes jazz musicians gather at the Aïn Diab beach for a jam in the sand. This festival is at the end of March/beginning of April every year and features some of the biggest names in jazz from around the world. Tickets are reasonable at 200Dh.


AMAZIGH THEATER FESTIVAL


For about one week every May, the city of Casablanca hosts the Amazigh Theater Festival. These staged productions vary from horror to comedy and romance. The languages of the theater are different dialects of Amazigh, put on by those who claim their tribal Moroccan heritage. Even if you don’t understand a word of Amazigh, it’s still worth attending just to catch a glimpse into the culture and cultural pride of the people putting on the performances. Check with the tourist information center or your accommodations for more information, as the festival does not currently have a website and runs mostly by local advertising and word-of-mouth.


SHOPPING


Quartier Habous


If Casablanca’s medina proves to be a bit too much for the senses, head to Quartier Habous (Blvd. Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah). This neighborhood, modeled on the design of Moroccan medinas, was constructed during the 1930s by the French to combat overcrowding in the city. The selection of traditional crafts and bazaars makes this a less-authentic experience than shopping in the dusty souks of Marrakech or Fez, though it’s a more desirable alternative to the grubby medina of Casablanca for those looking for traditional Moroccan goods.



S Morocco Mall



It might seem a little strange to come all the way to Casablanca only to head to the mall, but this is what the hip, trendy, and petit bourgeois of Morocco are doing. The Morocco Mall (Blvd. de la Corniche, tel. 0801/001 230, daily 10am-9pm), at the end of the Aïn Diab beach, is a modern architectural treat. Opened in 2011, this is the largest indoor mall in Africa, with a curvy design by architect Davide Padoa that incorporates elements of the ocean that borders it. The entire structure is reminiscent of something Frank O. Gehry might have designed. The outdoor musical fountain lights up at night, its classical score underscoring all the high-end retailers found here, such as Fendi and Gucci, as well as the more quotidian brand names, such as American Eagle and Starbucks. There is an Adventureland for kids, a three-story aquarium with an elevator plunging into its midst (Sun.-Thurs. 10am-9pm, Fri.-Sat. 10am-11pm, 50Dh), and a contemporary take on the Moroccan souk. The attached IMAX movie theater shows 3D movies and English-language films on Thursday.



SPORTS AND RECREATION



Running


Though Casablanca is rife with car traffic seemingly at all times of the day and night, there are a few good places for a run. The Park of the Arab League offers a few flat crisscrossing trails, though the area around it has narrow sidewalks, so likely you’ll be pushed into the street at some points because of obstacles. Luckily, early in the morning traffic is low so you can have some roads almost to yourself. This can be a great way to discover the neighborhoods around the park and take in some of the colonial art deco architecture.


For those staying closer to the beach, the 4-kilometer strip of Boulevard de la Corniche from the Hassan II Mosque to the Morocco Mall is a good beach run, and the boulevard itself has a nice, wide sidewalk for joggers and walkers. This is a great spot for a sunset run. A slight slope runs downhill from the mosque to the mall.


Golf


With the economic affluence around Casablanca, it’s no surprise that the local Royal Golf d’Anfa (Lice d’Anfa, tel. 0522/365 344 or 0522/361 026, www.rgam.ma, 300Dh) is one of the busier golf courses in Morocco. Rental clubs, carts, and caddies are all available.


Hammams


Casablanca has hammams and spas throughout the city, though Marrakech, Fez, and a few other places have much better local hammams for a more authentic Moroccan hammam experience.


Hammam Ziani (59 Rue Abou Rakrak, Benjdia, tel. 0522/319 695, www.hammamziani.ma, 50Dh) offers a reasonable experience for a reasonable price, including a body scrub (20Dh) that will leave you feeling fresh and invigorated.


In the boutique Gray Hotel, Spa Cinq Mondes (corner of Rue Aïn el Aouda and Abou al Kacem el-Kotbari, tel. 0522/427 800, www.grayhotelandspa.com, 400Dh) offers a full spa experience, with spa practices taken from all corners of the world. Treatments include a Japanese rose-petal bath, Moroccan exfoliation, and Thai massage. Packages are available for anywhere from 30 minutes to a few days.


O-Spa (Twin Center, Blvd. Zerktouni, tel. 0522/978 066, www.kenzi-hotels.com, 400Dh) in the Kenzi Tower Hotel offers up traditional massages using argan oil, hot stone massages, and Shiatsu body massages as well as a more typical Moroccan hammam ritual (1hr, 270Dh). Access to a private hot tub, swimming pool, and sauna is also possible.


The on-site spa at Le Doge Hotel & Spa (9 Rue de Docteur Veyre, tel. 0522/467 800, http://hotelledoge.com, 500Dh) is one of the most luxurious spas in Casablanca and includes a refined traditional hammam as well as a hot tub, steam room, and rooms for manicures, pedicures, facials, and other treatments.


FOOD


Casablanca has one of the best food scenes in Morocco, which is to be expected given that it is the business hub of the country. Restaurants offer everything from traditional Moroccan dishes to French haute cuisine. Most restaurants still don’t have a non-smoking section, so this can be a problem for travelers sensitive to cigarette smoke.


Cafés


Café de France (Pl. des Nations Unies on Ave. Hassan II) is the best spot in town for people-watching, on the patio beneath the arcade, though you might have to fight off a few street vendors. This is a good haunt for literary types looking for a little inspiration as they watch the people from Casa breeze by across the busiest plaza in the city. For a thick hot chocolate worthy of its name, ask for a chocolat fondant (22Dh).


Perhaps no café channels the Parisian café tradition better than Café Bon Delice (corner of Rue Roger Burger and Rue Abou Soufiane). This is a no-frills café with a covered sidewalk patio that rounds the corner. It’s a handy place to duck out of the sun or occasional rain and turn back the clock a few years with a café au lait.


If you’re spending the day at the Park of the Arab League, the nearby Oliveri Café (Pl. Mohammed V on Ave. Hassan II) is a 1950s-styled ice cream parlor café, with a long wood bar and leather-backed chairs completing the look. This is a great stop for the kids, or the kid inside you, for an ice cream, sorbet, or milk shake. You might find a few of these cafés sprinkled around Casablanca. It’s becoming a local tradition of sorts.


Tucked off the Place des Nations Unies, Maryliz Delices (53 Ave. Hassan I) features some of the most delicious pastries in town, including buttery croissants and spinach quiche for a quick pick-me-up to take to the park or to the beach.


Restaurants


MEDINA


If you’re wandering the medina, ask around for La Sqala (129 Rue Allah Ben Abdellah off Blvd. des Almohades, tel. 0522/260 960, daily 9am-11pm, 90Dh), a café and restaurant housed in the middle of the ruins of the old Portuguese fortress. For first-timers to Morocco, this is a great place to get familiar with different types of Moroccan cuisine, including the famous tajine, though the pumpkin soup and meat-filled pastries are not something to miss out on for those looking to dig into a tasty traditional Moroccan dish. Service can be a little bit slow, but this just gives you more time to take in the setting—eclectic traditional with a touch of modern. Take a look at the old black-and-white photos of Casablanca on display for a real sense of history. Breakfast is also served with an array of Moroccan crêpes, honey, confiture, and eggs, a spread fit for a king for less than 50Dh.


A stop in Casablanca is somehow incomplete without hearing Sam croon “As Time Goes By” at S Rick’s Café (248 Rue Sour Jdid, tel. 0522/274 207, www.rickscafe.ma, daily noon-3pm and 6:30pm-1am, 250Dh)—or rather, Issam, as the piano player is known in this Hollywood-come-to-life restaurant and bar. For those in love with the movie and wanting a dash of romance, Rick’s Café does a wonderful job of re-creating the world of Bogie and Bergman. The menu features fresh vegetables and fish selected from the local markets and expertly thrown together. Goat cheese salads featuring perfectly ripe figs and perfectly seared swordfish steaks are menu staples. The rooftop terrace has views over the port, though likely you’ll want to spend time in the gallant interior of this remarkable replica. If you’re coming for a slice of the big-screen Casablanca, then be sure to pack your fancy shoes, as the dress code is strictly enforced, and even with a reservation, you’ll likely be turned away at the door if you’re wearing sneakers and a baggy sweatshirt. Gentlemen will want to wear a button-down and slacks, and ladies should put on their fanciest threads! Of course, if dinner doesn’t suit your palate, you could always just belly up to one of the finest gin joints in Morocco at the expansive bar.


CORNICHE


If you’re looking for a little belly dancing to go with your tajine, Basmane (corner of Blvd. de l’Océan Atlantique and Blvd. de la Corniche, tel. 0522/797 532, www.basmane-restaurant.com, daily 7pm-midnight, 300Dh) has just the spin for you. Set inside a traditional Moroccan house full of ornate stucco and complex zellij work, Moroccan tajines and heaps of couscous are served alongside the nightly entertainment, a parade of professional belly dancers who gyrate around the room, bringing the local male clientele to a near faint. This is the closest thing to a striptease you’ll likely see on your journey. Food is bland, but that’s not the main draw anyway. It’s popular with internationals and locals alike, both men and women, looking for something fantastical.


Offering great dining just a short walk down the boulevard from the Hassan II Mosque, the classic French brasserie Le Relais de Paris (Blvd. de la Corniche, Hotel Villa Blanca, daily 10:30am-midnight, tel. 0522/391 510, 200Dh) should be visited on a warm day to enjoy a lunch of foie gras, seafood pasta, magret de canard (duck breast), or chateaubriand paired with one of the fantastic Moroccan wines on offer. The interior, though replete with white linens and fine woods, easily gets a bit crowded, and the tables are a bit too close for any real privacy.


DOWNTOWN


La Bodega (123 Rue Allal Ben Abdellah, tel. 0522/541 842 or 0522/312 203, www.restopro.ma/bodega, daily noon-4pm and 7pm-1am, 150Dh) has a full bar, though at a price, including the most expensive bottle of Budweiser you’ll likely ever have. Tapas start at 60Dh. The best deal is the “express midi” menu at 100Dh, which is large enough to serve two and includes a starter, main, and dessert. This is the place to go to throw a bit of an olé zest into your stay in Casablanca or it you have a hankering for some great Iberico ham.


The lovingly rustic Italian S Au Four à Bois (20 Jean Jaures, tel. 0522/221 718, daily noon-3pm and 7pm-11pm, 100Dh) features pasta made in-house, and the meat is chargrilled au four à bois (French for “wood oven”). This is the house specialty, from where the restaurant takes its name. Decor is adopted from an Italian trattoria with tribal African touches. Orange lighting and a mix of large round tables and smaller nooks make this place perfect for groups as well as more intimate dinners. Like most other Casablanca restaurants, this one is smoking friendly and does not have a non-smoking section. Reservations are recommended for dinner. Pizzas are highly recommended. To avoid the smoke and still get a delicious pizza, order from the Au Four à Bois Express (42 Omar Slaoui, tel. 0522/485 656, daily noon-11pm), which offers delivery to your hotel.


Not far from the Park of the Arab League, the wonderful Italian restaurant Bocca di Lupo (161 Blvd. Rachidi, tel. 0522/229 879, www.boccadilupo.ma/restaurant.html, daily 11am-midnight, 150Dh) offers up a fine menu of pizzas and pastas while featuring the only covered outdoor terrace in Casablanca. Even better, there is usually a nice corner to avoid the cigarette smoke. The menu includes carpaccios, salads with argan oil, and Italian favorites such as spaghetti alla Bolognese and carbonara. There is also a full-service bar for those wanting their refreshments served a bit more on the stiff side. The name Bocca di Lupo literally means “in the jaw of the wolf,” an idiomatic Italian expression meaning “good luck.”


The popular Le Cardinal (11 Blvd. Mohammed V, tel. 0522/221 560, daily noon-10pm, 95Dh) is a French-style brasserie, though with surprisingly great service, which somehow takes away from the Parisian-style dining, though perhaps in a good way. The restaurant is small and often full of smokers. Entrecôte (steak) with grilled mushrooms and a gratin of spinach and freshly caught fish highlight the menu.


If you want to travel back in time, Le Petit Poucet (86 Blvd. Mohammed V, tel. 0522/490 060, daily noon-11pm, 80Dh) is a French restaurant with a long history of famous patrons, including Albert Camus, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, and Edith Piaf, left over from the French protectorate era. The food, all classic French diner fare, comes rolling to your table on a silver trolley, as it has for decades. The bar next door is typical of Moroccan bars, generally male clientele and hard drinkers, though foreign females are welcomed. This is where Antoine de Saint-Exupéry used to wet his whistle between mail runs. A completely authentic experience, if not a bit edgy for most.


Just off the Boulevard Mohammed V, behind the Marché Central, the Brasserie la Bavaroise (133 Ave. Allal Ben Abdellah, tel. 0522/311 760, Mon.-Sat. noon-3pm and 7:30pm-11:30pm, 250Dh) has a well-earned reputation for serving the best steaks in Morocco. The beef is sourced from locally grown, groomed, and herb-fed cattle indigenous to the Atlas Mountains. Entrecôte, New York, and T-bone steaks are all grilled to perfection in these rich confines. With oysters from Dakhla in the Western Sahara and fish caught right off the coast, this is the long-established classic steakhouse of Casablanca. Meat lovers should not miss out.


If you’re feeling a little heavy from the tajines and couscous, or if you’re a vegetarian looking for a break, rejoice and head to the S Garden Bar and Restaurant (corner of Rue Mahmoud Akkad and Rue Commisaire Ladeuil, tel. 0522/200 333, daily 11am-11pm, 70Dh) for a wide selection of salads, bagel sandwiches, and fresh juices. The few rope swing chairs will channel your inner child, and the good vibes will leave you feeling light, energetic, and ready to explore. The non-smoking atmosphere is a welcomed retreat from the smoke-heavy restaurants in the city.


Another wonderful stop for a quick soup and salad is Khos (44 Rue Annoussour, tel. 0522/273 716, www.khos.ma, Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5pm, Sun. 10am-3:30pm, 40Dh), close to the Park of the Arab League, near the hospital. The fresh salads and delicious soups on offer, all served in an incredibly hygienic atmosphere, are a good change-up from the heavier meals generally found around Casablanca. The Sunday brunch is worth a look if Saturday was a long night out.


ACCOMMODATIONS


Accommodations can be had in Casablanca at virtually every price point imaginable, though as in most other major cities, accommodations tend to be more expensive, with decent accommodations at budget prices difficult to find. Most of the budget options cater more toward illicit activities, such as prostitution, than they do toward travelers. Of all the cities in Morocco, Casablanca is perhaps the best choice for stretching your budget, not necessarily for what is offered so much as for the lack of availability of other types of accommodations.


Under 400Dh


One of the best deals in the city is Hotel Astrid (12 Rue 6 Novembre, tel. 0522/277 803, 160Dh). The simple rooms have Wi-Fi and en suite bathrooms and are generally clean, though they can suffer from problems with moisture during the winter. (Those sensitive to molds should avoid the hotel during this time.) The location near Place Mohammed V makes it great for exploration. Breakfast will set you back an extra 35Dh.


The well-located Hotel Central (Pl. Ahmed el-Bidaoui, old medina, tel. 0522/262 525, 200Dh) is within walking distance of most of the major attractions, as well as the Casa Port train station. This hotel is easy enough to find in the old medina, though first timers to the medina should consider taking a taxi, which can drop you close to the front door. A few of the rooms have balconies facing out toward the small square and Wi-Fi reception. The top-floor rooms open out with views over the medina and port, though Wi-Fi doesn’t seem to reach all the way up. This is a good spot for single travelers to meet friendly faces also traveling Morocco.


400-800Dh


Hotel Manzil (35 Rue des Français, Qu. Roches Noires, tel. 0522/242 020, www.manzilhotels.com, 450Dh) is a bit out of the way from most of the major attractions, though taxis are available and can get you to the nearest train station, Casa Voyageurs, for about 10Dh. Rooms are clean, with Wi-Fi, air conditioning, and television, and the beds are comfortable. The friendly staff can help you call taxis and navigate around the city, though taxis summoned to the hotel will cost more (typically a “pickup” charge of 30Dh or so). Breakfast is reasonable at 37Dh.


The tired Hotel Prince de Paris (Blvd. de Paris, tel. 0522/465 565, www.princedeparis.com, 800Dh) is right along the busy Boulevard de Paris, a quick walk to the tram and the pedestrian-friendly streets of Avenue Hassan II and Mohammed V, though that is about all it has going for it. The not-so-faint odor of cigarettes lingers everywhere, and it is one of the noisier hotels in Casablanca. For half the price, this would be worth the stay. As it is, save this for emergencies only.


Over 800Dh


Even if you don’t stay at the opulent Kenzi Tower Hotel (Twin Center, Blvd. Zerktouni, tel. 0522/978 000, www.kenzi-hotels.com, 1,200Dh), it’s worth a visit to the top-floor Sky Bar 28 (daily 9am-1am) for panoramic views over Casablanca that will make you dizzy. Located in one tower of the Twin Center, the hotel has prompt, professional service befitting its stature as one of the tallest buildings in Casa. Though cigarette smoke is everywhere, the ventilation system is good enough that, for the most part, this is unnoticed. The beds are downy plush and rooms have floor-to-ceiling windows that make the most of the view. Conveniently, there is a buffet breakfast and lunch, as well as an independent gastronomic restaurant by the name of Sens, though these all have à la carte costs and are not included with your stay. Amenities such as a full-service spa, business center, fitness room, swimming pool, and sun room make this worth a luxurious splurge.


For accommodations along the corniche, Hotel Club Val d’Anfa (corner of Blvd. de l’Océan Atlantique and Blvd. de la Corniche, tel. 0522/797 070, 1,800Dh) is one of the least pocket-gouging options. During slower periods, it is sometimes possible to get ocean-facing rooms for the same price as a standard double room, as well as other reduced rates. This is a modern hotel with all the mod-cons, including minibars, flat-screen TVs, and Wi-Fi, and each room has a private terrace. The courtyard rooms look out over the pool. Rooms generally come with an outstanding buffet breakfast. Lunch and dinner can be had at one of the hotel’s restaurants, which specialize in international and Moroccan cuisine. For a quieter night of sleep, stay as far away from the on-site nightclub as possible and avoid rooms facing the street (particularly the main boulevard, as it seems to busy nearly at all hours).


If boutique hotels are more your thing, S Le Doge Hotel & Spa (9 Rue de Docteur Veyre, tel. 0522/467 800, http://hotelledoge.com, 1,700Dh) is wonderfully maintained with Jacuzzi-sized tubs, rich wood furniture, plush beds, and art deco-period touches sprinkled throughout the hotel. The on-site spa is one of the most luxurious in the city. The salon is a private library with plenty of comfy seats to curl up with a book around the fireplace, while the fifth-floor garden terrace provides plenty of green space to catch some rays. The pampering available at Le Doge is well worth it.


INFORMATION AND SERVICES


Visitor Information


The Tourist Information Center (Délégation Régionale du Tourisme de Casablanca) (60 Ave. Hassan II, tel. 0522/206 266, www.visitcasablanca.ma, Mon.-Thurs. 9am-12:30pm and 2:30pm-6:30pm, Fri.-Sat. 9am-12:30pm and 3pm-6:30pm), right at Place Mohammed V, has some maps and updated information about city events, particularly about the numerous festivals and gallery showings.


The Syndicate d'Initiatives de Tourisme de Casablanca (98 Blvd. Mohammed V, tel. 0522/221 524, Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-4:30pm) also carries free information on events and happenings, though sometimes the brochures are a bit outdated. Malika is usually behind the desk. She speaks some English, is very friendly, and can help you find your way around Casa.


U.S. Consulate


U.S. citizens who need consular services or assistance, such as in the case of a lost or stolen passport, should contact the U.S. Consulate (8 Blvd. Moulay Youssef, tel. 0522/264 550, appointment only) in Casablanca. The U.S. Embassy (tel. 0537/637 200) in Rabat is largely diplomatic. For emergencies, contact the American Citizen Services hotline (tel. 0522/642 099 Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm, tel. 0661/131 939 after hours).



Telephones



The city code for Casablanca and the area is 22.


SIM cards and prepaid cell phones are available at INWI, Maroc Telecom, or Meditel branches located throughout the Ville Nouvelle. Along Boulevard Mohammed V, near the Place des Nations Unies and in the Derb Omar neighborhood, you will find multiple branches of these cell phone providers.


Post Offices and Courier Services


There are several post offices scattered around Casablanca, including Place Mohammed V, Boulevard Mohammed V, and Place Zallaqa. Post offices keep the same hours (Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm, Sat. 9:30am-noon, with abbreviated hours during Ramadan). FedEx (313 Blvd. Mohammed V, tel. 0522/541 212, Mon.-Fri. 8am-noon and 2pm-6:30pm, Sat. 8am-12:15pm) has its headquarters in Casablanca.


Money


Cash machines are ubiquitous around Casablanca, though they only distribute 100- and 200-dirham notes.


At the Place des Nations Unies tram stop you’ll find a handy Attijarwafa Bank (Mon.-Fri. 8:15am-3:45pm, Ramadan 9:15am-2:30pm) and Wafacash Currency Exchange with Western Union (Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm and Sat. 9am-4pm) as well as the Banque Populaire (Mon.-Fri. 8:15am-4:30pm) and BMCI (Mon.-Fri. 8:15am-6:30pm, Sat.-Sun. 9am-6pm, Ramadan 9am-5pm). Right on Place Mohammed V there is a Bank Al-Maghrib (Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-3pm).


For travelers checks, foreign currency exchanges, and other services, it’s best to use BMCE. The most convenient location for most travelers is across from the Cathédrale Sacré Coeur. Near the Hassan II Mosque you can find BMCE, Al Barid, and Banque Populaire (as well as a post office) on Rue Sanhaja.


Hospitals, Clinics, and Pharmacies


If necessary, head directly for Hospital Dar Salaam (728 Blvd. Modibo Keita, tel. 0522/851 414) for emergency services. There are pharmacies seemingly on every street in Casablanca. All keep posted hours for off-hour pharmacies. The Grande Pharmacie Commerciale (Pl. des Nations Unies, Mon.-Fri. 9am-12:30pm and 3:30pm-8pm, Sat. 9am-1pm) is one of the more conveniently located pharmacies, just off the Place des Nations Unies in the heart of the city.


GETTING THERE


Air


The Mohammed V International Airport (Nouasseur, about 30min south of Casablanca via the A7 or N9, tel. 0522/539 040, www.casablanca-airport.com) is the primary international airport in Morocco, though it is small by international standards, with only a couple of terminals servicing flights in and out of the country.


After arriving, you will be asked to fill out a customs form and likely have to wait for about an hour to make it through customs and sometimes even longer to retrieve your luggage. You may be asked to pass your luggage through a scanner for additional security measures.


There are money exchange offices and ATMs just beyond the customs area. It’s a good idea to exchange for some local currency before heading out of the airport.


The train connects the airport directly with Casa Voyageurs and Casa Port, the main train stations in Casablanca. Trains leave every hour daily 3:55am-11:45pm (30min, 2nd/1st-class 43Dh/64Dh). You will find the station downstairs from the arrivals hall. This is the most convenient way in and out of the airport. If you’re staying in Casablanca, consider debarking at the l’Oasis stop to connect with the tram.


Taxis are always available to shuttle travelers into the city (250Dh) and will be found just outside the arrivals gate.



FROM EUROPE



Casablanca is extremely well connected with nearly all major airports in Europe. Flying from most European cities is 3-4 hours. However, other airports around Morocco, including Agadir, Fez, Marrakech, Rabat, and Tangier, connect directly with European transport hubs via low-cost airlines such as Easy Jet (www.easyjet.com), Jet4You (www.jet4you.com), and Ryan Air (www.ryanair.com). For those wishing to bypass Casablanca, these airports are all viable alternatives to Casablanca and generally involve a lot less waiting time with customs, check-in, and luggage retrieval.


FROM NORTH AMERICA


Most flights from North America connect with European travel hubs, with many of the least expensive flights connecting in Spain at either Madrid or Barcelona for a short layover. Direct flights to and from North America are available only via Royal Air Maroc (tel. 0522/489 751, www.royalairmaroc.com), with service to Montreal and New York City. For budget travelers and those looking to break up their trip in Europe, it’s sometimes worth booking a less expensive round-trip ticket to and from Europe, often Madrid, and then purchasing a separate ticket via one of the low-cost carriers directly into one of the other destinations in Morocco, such as Marrakech or Fez.


Car


Coming by car, Casablanca is a short distance from Rabat (90km/56mi, 1hr), Marrakech (245km/153mi, 3hr), Meknes (232km/144mi, 2.5hr), Fez (292km/181mi, 3.5hr), and Tangier (335km/208mi, 4hr) and well connected by the tolled autoroutes.


Bus


Traveling by bus, the CTM (tel. 0800/0900 30, www.ctm.ma) shuttles to and from stops all over Morocco. The central station (23 Rue Léon l’Africain) is well located in the middle of town, near several hotels and the tram and not far from the Casa Voyageurs train station. Check the scheduled information online or at the station for specific departure information and for “premium” buses that are a bit more comfortable and come with onboard Wi-Fi service. Premium buses tend to be about 30Dh more. Some of the more popular bus runs include: Agadir (7.5hr, 15 daily, 200Dh), El Jedida (2hr, 7 daily, 45Dh), Essaouira (7.5hr, 2 daily, 140Dh), Fez (5hr, 13 daily, 90Dh, premium available), Marrakech (4hr, 16 daily, 80Dh, premium available), Meknes (3.5hr, 9 daily, 85Dh), Oualidia (3hr, 3 daily, 75Dh), Ouarzazate (9hr, 4 daily, 140Dh), Rabat (1.5hr, 26 daily, 35Dh), Safi (4.5hr, 8 daily, 100Dh), and Tangier (6hr, 6 daily, 130Dh, premium available).


Train


Casablanca is a train hub, with the local ONCF (tel. 0890/203 040, www.oncf.ma) operating two major train lines, one following the coast from Tangier to Marrakech (this line gave rise to the popular “Marrakech Express”) and another running from Casablanca northeast through Meknes, Fez, and distant Oujda at the northeast corner of the country.


There are several train stations in Casablanca, with Casa Voyageurs and Casa Port being the most popular; both stations connect with the train that serves Mohammed V International Airport. From the Casa Voyageurs station (at the eastern end of Blvd. Mohammed V), some of the more popular train lines run to and from Tangier (5hr, 10 daily, 2nd/1st-class 125Dh/185Dh), Rabat (regular train 1.5hr, rapid train 1hr; trains leave every 30min daily 5:10am-12:30am, sometimes with a train change at Sidi Kacem, check for the direct trains; regular train 2nd/1st-class 37Dh/69Dh, rapid train 47Dh/96Dh), Fez (4hr, 19 daily, 110Dh/165Dh), and Marrakech (3.5hr, 9 daily, 90Dh/140Dh). It connects with the Mohammed V International Airport every hour, just after the hour, 3am-10pm (30min, 19 daily, 43Dh/64Dh). The other major train station, the more centrally located Casa Port station (on the north end of Blvd. Felix Houphouët-Boigny, at the junction with Blvd. des Almohades), is within walking distance to downtown Casablanca.


GETTING AROUND


Car


If you have a car, Casablanca is a place to park it and leave it for a few days. Navigating the city with its intense 24-hour traffic, aggressive drivers, and road signs that are not at all obvious to the uninitiated (or even to the initiated). Most hotels have guarded parking available, and street parking is generally safe, though likely you’ll be asked to tip 5Dh or so to the guardian.


Petit Taxi


The notorious red petit taxis of Casablanca are generally the quickest way around town, though taxi drivers are aggressive, both in driving and business. They often try to charge foreigners 3-4 times the going rate. Ask the taxi to use the counter. As with other taxis around Morocco, prices go up by 50 percent at night. If you’re having trouble getting drivers to use the counter, even the “rip-off” rates are generally not exorbitant, with rides costing 50-100Dh.
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the red petit taxis of Casablanca





Tram


The clean, new, eco-friendly tram line (tel. 0522/998 383, www.casatramway.ma) is the friendliest way to get around town. The tram will take you near most major destinations. It runs daily 5:30am-10:30pm, with trains passing every 15 minutes or so. Purchase a ticket at any tram stop using the ATM-looking machines. Fares are 6Dh per trip (plus 1Dh for a rechargeable card that you can use for up to 10 trips), 60Dh for a weekly pass, and 230Dh for a month, plus 15Dh for the card itself. Change and credit cards are accepted (no cash), and instructions are available in English, though stops are signed only in French and Arabic. The tram connects with the national train line at the l’Oasis and Casa Voyageurs stations, making train connections around the country, and to and from the airport, fairly easy.



South of Casablanca



AZEMMOUR


أزمور


The name Azemmour derives from the Tamazight azemmur, meaning “olives.” There are still olive groves in the region, though most visitors come here to get away from it all. Azemmour was once a Portuguese-held fortress, as evidenced by the stone fortress walls surrounding the old medina. The Portuguese used this stronghold to control the river, Oum er-Rbia, along which it perches.
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the old Portuguese town of Azemmour





It’s a strange, though picturesque, town with a crumbling old kasbah and a small mellah (Jewish quarter) set inside a 16th-century Portuguese fortress, much like Essaouira to the south or Asilah to the north, though what makes this little corner of Morocco a bit strange is that it really hasn’t been exploited for tourism. A few hotels are owned by Europeans looking to establish a boutique riad away from the crowds, which might appeal to some. Several others have bought crumbling ruins and land in the medina with hopes of restoration and development. Soon, this might be Morocco’s new hot spot, but right now it’s all speculation.


This is perhaps an interesting stop down the coast, but there is little to really do or see here. You can tour the medina in less than an hour. Starting from the north in the old medina, you begin at the old mellah. Notice the numerous Stars of David above the doors. Azemmour had a thriving Jewish community until the mass exodus after Moroccan independence in 1956 and the subsequent recruitment of Jewish citizens by the newly established country of Israel. An old synagogue is well kept and a sort of pilgrimage for Moroccan Jews from Israel. They also sometimes return to visit the small shrine of Rabbi Abrahim Moul Niss, a venerated, saintly figure in local Jewish lore. The kasbah is just south of the mellah. The gates are generally closed and it’s slowly being left to ruin, though it is safe to walk around. The guardian in charge will let you in; he is usually around in the morning and for a couple of hours after lunch. After the kasbah, take a walk along the riverside, to the east, and take in the beautiful view over the river. If you’re traveling along the coast, this is about as off the beaten track as it gets.


Food and Accommodations


All of the riads in the medina serve meals, and there are cheap eateries across the street from the medina.


There are a few accommodations in Azemmour built by Europeans looking to find a cozy medina to house their B&B. Riads predominantly target French tourists, and, somewhat surprisingly, there are no decent budget accommodations in town. If you’re planning on spending a night or two in this quiet backwater, you’ll pay a little bit for the privilege, but this is a great alternative to Casablanca or nearby El Jedida. A couple of well-restored riads give an authentic medina experience for half the cost of Marrakech.


One of the better options is the quaint Riad 7 (2 Derb Choutka, tel. 0523/347 363, www.riad7.com, 350Dh), lovingly restored and set in a traditional Moroccan house (dar). The small courtyard gives way to simple rooms that are cleaned regularly. It’s not as elaborate as some of the other riads you might see around Morocco, but the modern decor provides an interesting contrast to the otherwise traditional setting. The rooftop terrace makes good use of the views over the river. Breakfast is included. Traditional Moroccan tajines are available for dinner on request.


L’Oum Errebia (25 Impasse Chtouka, tel. 0523/347 071, www.azemmour-hotel.com, 800Dh) is popular with the trendy French, with eclectic, vibrant paintings, sculptures, and books tastefully placed throughout the riad and spacious rooms in lots of beiges and creams, giving the impression that you’re staying in a something of an art gallery. The terrace views over the river, especially as the sun sets, are divine. It’s a good getaway, if that’s what you’re looking for. Food is less Moroccan than French-fusion. The rate includes breakfast. Dinners are possible.


Getting There and Around


By car, Azemmour is easily reachable from Casablanca (89km/55mi, 1hr) and El Jedida (16km/10mi, 15min). Grand taxis also shuttle back and forth between Casablanca (1hr, 89km, 40Dh) and El Jedida (15min, 16km, 15Dh).


The ONCF (tel. 0524/888 566 or 0524/885 632, www.oncf.ma) has services to the Gare Ferroviaire Azemmour station outside of town. From there, it is a short 25-minute walk (2km) into town, or you can catch one of the petit taxis at the station for 10Dh.


EL JEDIDA


الجديدة


This is a town with a lot of unrealized potential. The location is ideal, about 100 kilometers (60mi) southwest of Casablanca, hugging the Atlantic Ocean. A commanding Portuguese-era fortress sits atop a hill, commanding stellar views of the area. The feel is unlike any other city in Morocco, particularly for the wide views over the ocean, but El Jedida is somehow disappointing as it caters to day and weekend tourists who live in Casablanca. What tourism has been developing has been swinging ahead at a rampant pace, with golf resorts and beachfront hotels being built along the coastline. Much of the old Portuguese city has been neglected, left to fall into ruin. However, El Jedida has a couple of the more historically interesting sights to see in the area.


Outside of the walled Portuguese fortress a wide beach runs northeast just beyond the fishing port and the small Parc Abdelkarim el Khattabi (often filled, like so many of the green spaces in Morocco, with families picnicking) along Avenue de Suez and its sandy beach. The beach is family friendly, though trash can be an issue and unaccompanied women are likely to get hassled. From this northeast corner near the beach, the new city spreads south. The new city is where most restaurants, hotels, pharmacies, and cash machines can be found.



Sights



Better known in the 16th century by the Portuguese name Mazagan, the fortress is an “early example of the realization of the Renaissance ideals integrated with Portuguese construction technology,” according to UNESCO, which certified the old Portuguese city (Cité Portugaise) as one of its World Heritage Sites in 2004.


Thick-hewn stone walls with wide ramparts surround the old Portuguese city. These have all been restored and make for a nice walk, with an expansive terrace overlooking the ocean and usually some kids playing soccer nearby. The crumbling city holds a few bazaars selling traditional Moroccan goods and postcards, as well as two of the more important constructions from the Portuguese era in Morocco.



S PORTUGUESE CISTERN



Constructed to store water, the cavernous Portuguese Cistern (Citerne Portugaise) (Rue Hachmi Bahbah, daily 10am-noon and 3pm-sunset, 10Dh) is a bit eerie, and you can see why scenes from Orson Welles’s Othello were filmed here. The design of the cistern building is attributed to João Castilho, the resident architect of old Mazagan. This Manueline-styled, late-gothic cistern is a basic square plan. There are three halls, to the north, east, and south sides, as well as four towers. The partially underground central hall, built of thick stone and brick, once held thousands of gallons of water, which made their way to the cistern through a complex irrigation system throughout the fortress. This cistern’s construction reflected a blend of Portuguese and Arab knowledge which ensured the water for the fortress, an incredibly important function for a fortress of this size and era.
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the 16th-century Portuguese Cistern





CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION


The Church of the Assumption (Rue de Carreira) dates from the beginning of the 16th century. Heavy rains and deterioration led to the roof collapsing many years ago—luckily nobody was injured. The church was recently restored, keeping the details and respecting the architecture of this period. After the Portuguese left in the 17th century, the church passed into secular use and was used as a town hall and meeting center. Decisions are still being made as to what to make of this wonderful representation of the architecture for this period.



Golf



El Jedida has a growing reputation as a golfer’s vacation destination, with easy access to and from the airport at Casablanca as well as some of the most beautiful palm-lined courses north of Marrakech, including Morocco’s longest, the Gary Player-constructed 7,484-yard Mazagan Golf (Km7, Route de Casablanca, tel. 0523/388 076, greens fees 750Dh).


Food


At the S Morini Café (Blvd. Al Nasr, tel. 0523/343 455, www.morini-eljadida.com, daily noon-3:30pm and 7pm-10pm, 80Dh), you can relax on the oceanfront terrace with a fruit juice, nibble on a petit pain (roll), or indulge in a delectably fresh seafood salad. The seats next to the rolling waves of the Atlantic are unbeatable. The staff is friendly and the service prompt. (If you’ve been eating out a lot in Morocco, you’ll know this is something almost strange, but welcomed all the same.) The café has Wi-Fi and, remarkably, is non-smoking.


The old standard in town, La Portugaise (Rue de Suez, tel. 0523/371 241 or 0660/401 398, daily noon-3pm and 7pm-10pm, 50Dh), in the old Portuguese city, serves savory, unpretentious Moroccan favorites, such as beef tajine with prunes and chicken with olives and candied lemon. Red-and-white checkered tablecloths and the incredibly friendly staff will make you feel right at home.


For a touch of fine dining in the heart of the old Portuguese city, head to La Capitainerie (Hotel l’Iglesia, tel. 0523/373 400, daily noon-3:30pm and 7pm-11pm, 100Dh) at the Hotel l’Iglesia. The hotel sits inside the 19th-century Spanish church of Saint Antoine of Padoue, while the dinner is served in the courtyard of the old U.S. Consulate, attached to the church. As interesting as the old consulate might be, it’s the afternoon lunch on a sunny day, lounging on the terrace at the foot of the ramparts, that’s the draw. Fresh fish straight from the port, French bistro specialties including saumon aux poireaux (salmon with leeks), and traditional Moroccan tajines are all rushed steaming to your table by the jovial waitstaff. Quality is something of an issue, as sometimes meals are wonderful and other times leave a lot to be desired. Considering the price and location, it’s worth it as long as you’re going for lunch on the terrace. Reservations are required.


Le Prive (41 Ave. des FAR, tel. 0523/373 665, www.lepriverestaurant.com, Mon.-Sat. noon-3:30pm and 6:30pm-1am, Sun. 10:30am-3:30pm and 7pm-1am, 200Dh) adds a touch of class to El Jedida. The shock of white and red adds a bit of Manhattan to the modern decor, while the tapas bring a little Spanish flavor and the duck à l’orange is a classic French staple. The chef rotates the menu every three months according to the season (though it doesn’t offer much for the vegetarian palate). This is an interesting option for those looking to break out of the mostly basic dining around town.


Accommodations


Consider staying in nearby Azemmour. The accommodations in El Jedida tend to veer toward the modern resort crowd, and there are few authentic-feeling riads or dars.


Check out the rather exuberantly named Maison d'Hotes de la Cité Portugaise d'El Jadida (9 Rue 8, tel. 0523/341 231, www.chambres-hotes-eljadida.com, 375Dh). As in other houses right on the water, the rooms can be a bit damp in winter, but during the warm months, this guesthouse is a fine value, with many new furnishings adding an eclectic modern-decor touch to this otherwise traditional Moroccan house. Hassan, the manager, will make sure you have a happy stay. Breakfast (35Dh), lunch, and dinner are available—something to think about while lounging on the terrace, listening to the surf crash against the stone walls below.


The award-winning Hotel l’Iglesia (Eglise Saint Antoine de Padoue, tel. 0523/373 400, www.liglesia.com, 700Dh) is housed in the refurbished 19th-century church of Saint Antoine of Padoue, right in the heart of the old Portuguese city. It is evident at once that a lot of work went into the restoration of the church and retrofitting of it into a hotel. Stone archways give way to ornate faux-Roman pillars, wide bathrooms in granite, cement tiles, and ornate vintage touches. Air conditioning, Wi-Fi, heating, and breakfast are all included. There are plenty of public spaces, including the rooftop terrace, for unwinding. It’s pleasant, though perhaps a touch modern for some. The hotel also houses the restaurant La Capitainerie and the Café Do Mar.


For beach bums and budget travelers, S Dar el Breija (4 Rue Tizi Oussli, tel. 0662/753 348, 295Dh) is one of the best deals in town. Just off the beach, about a 15-minute walk southeast of the old city, this quaint Moroccan dar makes up for whatever is lacking in the amenities with friendly service and familial warmth. The neighborhood can sometimes be a bit noisy and the beds perhaps a bit small, but the breakfasts (included with your stay), Wi-Fi, en suite bathrooms, price, and conviviality are unparalleled in El Jedida.


Tucked inside the popular neighborhood across the busy Avenue Moulay Abdelhafid from the old Portuguese city is the splendid Riad Soleil d’Orient (131 Derb El Hajjar, tel. 0523/350 242, www.riadsoleildorient.net, 900Dh). The rooms are spacious, with beds fit for a king or queen, and include private seating areas, TV, air conditioning, and Internet access. Every room gives out over the interior courtyard with its giant banana trees. Olivier, the owner, will be happy to tell you all about growing banana trees and make sure that you are comfortable in your rooms. Dinner here is one of the best in town; make sure to reserve ahead of time, as seats are limited.




[image: image]


inside the Riad Soleil d’Orient guesthouse in El Jedida





About 7 kilometers northeast of El Jedida, just off the road leading to Azemmour, you’ll find S Dar Al Manar (Route Haouzia, tel. 0523/351 645, www.dar-al-manar.com, 800Dh). This guesthouse is a true work of passion constructed from the ground up by Fatima, the resident owner and manager. This is one heck of a retreat, located off the coast on a rolling hill, much of it fenced in where cows, sheep, and goats graze, and overlooking the not-too-distant Atlantic Ocean. Rooms are tastefully decorated and airy and feature plenty of coffee-table books to flip through while lounging in your private seating area, in the backyard, in the courtyard, or next to the fire in the living room on one of the cooler winter nights. The ripest fruits and vegetables are picked from the garden to be included with the meals, prepared in a kitchen that would be the envy of most house chefs. Breakfast is expansive and features fresh breads made in-house. Lunches and dinners (150-250DH) are on request and highly recommended, with wine available.


Information and Services


The Syndicate d’Initiative de Tourisme (33 Pl. Mohammed V, Thurs.-Tues. 9am-12:30pm and 3pm-6:30pm) keeps updated information on the city, surrounding events, and even restaurant recommendations.


There are handy BMCI and Banque Populaire branches along the busy intersection of Avenues Mohammed V, Mohammed VI, and Hassan II, just one block inland from the fishing port.


Getting There and Around


By car, El Jedida is a short drive from Casablanca (105km/65mi, 1.5hr) and nearby Azemmour (16km/10mi, 15min). Oualidia (79km/49mi, 1.5hr) and Safi (147km/91mi, 2hr) are both relatively short drives, while Essaouira (268km/167mi, 4hr) and Marrakech (199km/124mi, 3hr) are more distant. The coast can be a pretty drive, but drivers, especially around Casablanca, can be very aggressive, and driving at night should be handled with extreme caution.


Grand taxis shuttle back and forth between Casablanca (1.5hr, 105km, 50Dh), Azemmour (15min, 16km, 15Dh), Oualidia (1.5hr, 79km, 45Dh), and Safi (2hr, 147km, 60Dh) regularly.


The bus station is on Avenue Mohammed V, about a 10-minute walk from the beach and a 15-minute walk from the old city. The CTM bus (tel. 0800/0900 30, www.ctm.ma) has connections with Casablanca (2hr, 9 daily, 45Dh), Oualidia (1.5hr, 3 daily, 30Dh), Safi (2hr, 8 daily, 60Dh), Essaouira (5.5hr, 3 daily, 110Dh), and Agadir (8hr, 2 daily, 170Dh).


Trains connect with Casablanca (1.5hr, 9 daily, 35Dh/50Dh) via the ONCF (tel. 0524/888 566 or 0524/885 632, www.oncf.ma) railways, though there is no direct service on to other destinations.


OUALIDIA


الوليدية


From El Jedida, the drive to Oualidia is replete with leisurely beauty. Fields of wild vegetation and cultivation plunge straight into some wilder beaches. Fishing boats linger just off the coast, and on the beach fishers cast out with long lines. After you pass a couple of big resort hotels, you arrive at the town of Oualidia itself, which hugs a small lagoon, while along the sea there is a solid rock shore that might look more in place on the moon. The effect is at once romantic and otherworldly. The Atlantic Ocean beats against the shore, forming pockets of water throughout the rocky landscape.
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the beachside of Oualidia





Over the last few years Oualidia has really grown. It’s no longer the small resort town it once was. This is a very popular weekend and holiday destination for those living in and around Rabat and Casablanca. During the summer it fills with holiday goers, and outside of the summer weekenders are increasingly flooding the town. Otherwise, this is still a tranquil spot on the coast, though with a few eyesores along the beachfront.


The coastal lagoon, one of the finest in Morocco, houses migratory birds, and the long stretch of beach is popular with jet-setters and those looking to ameliorate those tan lines. Popular activities focus on the lagoon, beach life, and enjoying the surf, with surfboards and lounge chairs available for rent. The coolest thing possible, though, is to kayak through the lagoon. Plancoët Canoë-Kayak (Ave. Hassan II, tel. 0622/514 934, http://canoekayakplancoet.free.fr) offers canoe and kayak rentals from 100Dh an hour, making a picnic in a boat on the lagoon a real possibility. Check that off your bucket list!


Nearby Cap Beddouza can be an interesting diversion should the crowds of Oualidia prove too much, with generally quieter, less-populated beaches and surf spots.


Food and Accommodations


Across from the coast cheap eats include sandwiches, fries, and tajines. Generally, better food is in the upscale resorts and hotels, but even that can be hit-or-miss.


One of the better restaurant bargains in town is L’Initiale (Oualidia beach, tel. 0523/366 246, daily noon-3pm and 7pm-11pm, 100Dh). The fruits de mer (seafood) comes heaping, with a plate of clams, mussels, prawns, shrimp, oysters, and other seafood goodies available for 150Dh and big enough for two seafood lovers to split. Other options include pastas and pizzas, though they’re understandably not the house forte as this is a seafood restaurant. Staff is friendly, the decor unpretentious, and the terrace a lovely place to sip on a glass of vin blanc. Reservations are recommended. The little whitewashed villa-hotel offers small though somewhat charming rooms, at a relative bargain for the area (450Dh, includes breakfast).


Araignee Gourmande (Oualidia beach, tel. 0523/366 447, www.araignee-gourmande.com) has wonderful terrace views right over the beach and surf and a popular restaurant specializing in seafood. The hotel has basic rooms (300Dh) with en suite bathrooms, though the decor is tired and sometimes there is a bit of mustiness to the rooms during lower travel times. The restaurant (150Dh) is somewhat underwhelming, though acceptable. Come for the views and stick with the fried fish, as other preparations all seem to be bland.


Right on the lagoon, the deluxe Oualidia Auberge (121 Rte. Secondaire, near the entrance of Oualidia, tel. 0523/366 697, www.aubergeoualidia.com, 850Dh) is one of the more quaint resorts. Rooms are draped with modern decor and textiles, adding a pop of color to the sweeping views over the lagoon and out to the water. Ask for a seaside view for this reason. Of the beach resorts, service is more personalized here and the experience more charming. Breakfast, air conditioning, and Wi-Fi are all included. The friendly staff can help to arrange activities in the area, and if you need an escape from the crowds on the beach, the terrace pool provides the perfect respite.


Getting There and Around


By car, Oualidia is a short drive from El Jedida (79km/49mi, 1.5hr) along the coastal route (R301) that runs south from Casablanca (184km/114mi, 3hr). From Safi (59km/37mi, 1hr) or Essaouira (181km/113mi, 3hr), follow the R301 north.


For those traveling to Oualidia by public transport, the most convenient option is the grand taxis that leave regularly from El Jedida (1.5hr, 79km, 45Dh). It’s possible to arrive via the CTM bus (www.ctm.ma) from Casablanca (2 daily, 3hr, 75Dh).






	
Safi


	آسفي







Set along the banks of the Chaaba River, Safi (also: Asfi) is one of the busiest ports in Morocco, as it has been for generations, leading the sardine industry and exporting phosphates, textiles, ceramics, and other goods, adding to the city’s heavy sense of commercialism.


Safi is one of the oldest cities in Morocco. It is old enough that experts are not able to agree on approximately when it was founded, though some historians argue that it was founded by the Carthaginians, possibly on a previous tribal settlement. This was one of the more sought-after ports along Morocco’s Atlantic Coast, prized for its access to the river and for the towering cliffs along the coast, from where it was easy to stage a defensive position. The fortress atop the cliff is a leftover from the short Portuguese rule (1488-1541). The Portuguese abandoned the city because, though it was defensible to attacks from the sea, it proved difficult to fend off attacks from the land, which were numerous during the Saadian era.


Similar to El Jedida, there is a lot of unrealized potential in Safi. There are a few interesting attractions, and the locally handcrafted and -spun pottery is one of the better known examples of Moroccan pottery. However, perhaps because of the rapid expansion of the city, now with a population quickly nearing 300,000, or because of a lack of interest in really building the tourist industry, the overall effect is underwhelming. Most of the sights can be seen in a day, and the local beach, often dirty, is one of the more unpleasant beaches in this part of Morocco for women, as they are constantly hassled. This is a place best visited in an afternoon, perhaps while following the stunning coastal road north toward Casablanca or south toward Essaouira.


SIGHTS


Sea Castle


The Sea Castle (Palais de la Mer) (Pl. de l’Indépendance, daily 9am-noon and 2:30pm-6pm, 10Dh) makes for stunning photos and is the icon of Safi. The castle dates from the late 15th century when Safi was under Portuguese rule, similar to Azemmour, El Jedida, and Essaouira. This fortress was used to secure the Portuguese commercial interest in the region, which included gold and spices as well as slave ships. It includes quarters for the Portuguese governor and a dungeon for prisoners. From the top of the castle you can take in views over the medina across from the seaside Route du Port and over the busy port as well as spectacular coastal views. From the ramparts you look down over the waves crashing into the cliff.


Medina


Across from the Sea Castle is the walled medina. You can enter the medina through Bab Lamassa just off the coastal road, Route du Port. From here, the main street, Rue du Souq, cuts northeast through the middle of the medina. Most of the bazaars, spice shops, and street cafés and grills are along this road. To the south shortly after the entrance at Bab Lamassa you can find the Portuguese Cathedral (daily 9am-noon and 3pm-6pm, 10Dh). Construction of the cathedral was begun by the Portuguese, though never finished. It’s a small diversion and not really worth the price of admission.


National Ceramics Museum


If you’re interested in learning more about the artisan pottery of Morocco, check out the National Ceramics Museum (Musée National de Ceramique) (Dar Sultan, tel. 0544/463 895, Wed.-Mon. 8:30am-6pm, 10Dh). Housed in a citadel built by the Almohad dynasty in the 12th century, with commanding views over the medina, port, and sea, the building itself is well remodeled, and it alone is worth the price of admission. Under the Alaouite dynasty in the 18th century, the prince Moulay Hicham, the son of Sultan Mohamed Ben Abdellah, took over this fortress as his palace, likely the reason why the fortress is now better known as “Dar Sultan” rather than the original title, “Kechla.”


The collection of pottery on display has been taken from different sites in Morocco and comprises different eras. There is pottery from neolithic and medieval eras, as well as rural pottery and wonderful examples of the rich traditional pottery found in Fez and Meknes. Unsurprisingly, a large part of the collection focuses on the pottery of Safi and its history and tradition, as well as contemporary examples from both Fez and Safi, the two indisputable pottery capitals of Morocco. Some information is available in English, though the majority is in Arabic and French. Still, this is worth stopping through before shopping for a piece of pottery of your own.



S Safi Pottery



Safi pottery is recognized around Morocco as some of the best, generally vying with Fez. Whereas the pottery of Fez uses white clay and traditional design, the pottery of Safi uses red clay, and the artisans here are more experimental. Often, local artisans in Safi will create a series of traditional designs and then experiment with some more commercial pieces featuring the likes of Spiderman, Mickey Mouse, and other contemporary figures, as well as pieces that look heavily influenced by the works of Pablo Picasso. Most of the artisans are on Potter’s Hill (Colline des Potiers), just outside of Bab Chaaba to the north of the medina on Rue du Souq.
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Safi pottery





The potters are generally nice, though touts tend to be more aggressive. Be prepared to be firm. The hill itself is fairly small, and you won’t need a guide to wander up and down it, popping into the different shops and watching the artisans spinning, firing, or painting clay. If invited to watch or take photos, it is customary to give a small tip (5-10Dh), though it’s better to buy something. Most items run 20-100Dh, with some of the larger clay bowls, plates, and vases going for 200-300Dh. Depending on the potter, sometimes the first price quoted is outrageous. A common tactic is to quote 800Dh for a medium-size plate or bowl, something which is almost never more than 100Dh, and even that assumes really good quality. Ashtrays are generally 30-70Dh, depending on size and style. Teacups, plates, and tableware can all be had generally for 20-40Dh apiece. Bargain accordingly.


FOOD AND ACCOMMODATIONS


Plenty of snack joints serve sandwiches and barbecued meats around town, though higher-end restaurants haven’t yet made headway into Safi. Though Safi is not a huge tourist destination (most travelers stop for an afternoon), there are a few accommodations. Mostly these are for travelers who need a place to stay for one night as they make connections up and down the coast.


Near Potter’s Hill, just a few minutes’ walk outside the medina from Bab Chaaba, is S Chez Hosni (7 Bis, Rue des Forgerons, tel. 0660/052 323, daily 11am-10pm, 80Dh), generally regarded as one of the better tajine restaurants along the Atlantic Coast. Fish, chicken, and lamb tajines are all available, though save room for the dessert, a warm fruit tajine that will have your head swimming. This unassuming little restaurant, with an open kitchen and stacks of clay-fired tajine dishes piled around the chef, has seating outside on patio furniture. This is the place to go for warm hospitality and to tuck in to a mouthwatering tajine.


The Riad Safi (16 Derb Kanissa, tel. 0524/464 695 or 0614/050 211, www.riadsafi.fr, 450Dh) is right in the heart of the medina near Bab Chaaba, with a rooftop restaurant and terrace that looks out over the ocean. The staff will kindly greet you with one of the better Moroccan mint teas you’ll have on your journey. The riad is set around the traditional courtyard with a bubbling fountain and potted plants accenting the deep blues and crisp whites. Rooms are small, and with no air conditioning they can get warm in the midst of summer. Breakfast is included with your stay.


Another good option in the medina is Riad le Cheval Blanc (26 Derb el Kaouss, tel. 0524/464 527, www.riad-cheval-blanc.com, 350Dh) near the Bab Boudhab. The owners spent years to restore this riad, and the attention to detail shows. Intricate zellij tile work and rough stone arches are accented with local artists’ work and traditional textiles. The rooms are airy, and the terrace views over the medina, ocean, and castle are splendid. Olivier, the owner/manager, will make sure you are comfortable in your stay. Breakfast is included. Dinners are available on request. The boulette de sardine tajine, a traditional tajine of sardine balls, seldom found in restaurants in Morocco, is generally available and always delicious.


INFORMATION AND SERVICES


The bustling Place de l’Indépendance lies just between the medina and the Sea Castle and has a conveniently located post office and banks, including BMCI and Credit de Maroc. You can find Bank al-Maghrib and Banque Populaire just off the perpendicular Rue Abdelmoumen Ben Ali. The Mohammed V Hospital is just across the street from the gare routière along Avenue John Kennedy, along which you can find pharmacies.


GETTING THERE


Safi is easily reached along the coastal road (R301) from Oualidia (59km/37mi, 1hr) and Essaouira (122km/76mi, 2hr). From Casablanca (239km/149mi, 3hr) and El Jedida (145km/90mi, 2hr), you can follow National Road 1 (N1) before following signs along a secondary road (R202). The coastal drive along R301 is prettier, though the N1 to R202 is quicker. From Marrakech (152km/94mi, 2.5hr), National Road 7 (N7) gives way quickly to the secondary road (R204), where you follow signs for Ras el Aïn and Chamaia before reaching Safi.


Grand taxis shuttle regularly to and from Oualidia (1hr, 59km, 28Dh), El Jedida (2hr, 147km, 60Dh), and Essaouira (2hr, 125km, 60Dh).


CTM (tel. 0800/0900 30, www.ctm.ma) runs buses to and from Safi regularly from Casablanca (4hr, 6 daily, 100Dh), El Jedida (2hr, 7 daily, 60Dh), and Essaouira (2hr, 3 daily, 50Dh) and connects at the gare routière (Rue Ibn Khaldoun just off Ave. John Kennedy).


ONCF (tel. 0524/888 566 or 0524/885 632, www.oncf.ma) runs trains from Casablanca (5hr, 2 daily, 75Dh/120Dh) and Marrakech (3hr, 2 daily, 65Dh/97Dh), though you’ll have to transfer at Benguerir. The train station is along the waterfront south of the old medina and port along Avenue Sidi Ouassel.



GETTING AROUND



Most travelers will need only a decent pair of walking shoes to get around the old medina, Sea Castle, and Potter’s Hill. These are all within walking distance of each other. Those spending a bit more time in Safi will likely be making much use of the petit taxis. As in other cities in Morocco, the taxis are regulated by meter, with most rides costing 10-20Dh.






	
Essaouira


	الصويرة







Once popular with artists and the hippie crowd, Essaouira has diversified in recent years, pulling in more travelers looking to escape from the crush of Marrakech and searching for a sleeping village in the south. Though no longer the sleepy village it once was, Essaouira has maintained its diversity, its love for art, and, yes, its hippie crowd. There’s a little something for everyone, and for most people traveling through this region, this city itself is a real highlight. The distinct cry of seagulls descending on the fishing boats entering the port, the chipped paint and weathered stone, the quiet mornings and lively evenings—these are just a few of the memories travelers come away with.
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Essaouira’s fishing port





Within the old medina, you can feel history emanate from the walls that give shape to the city. These walls were first built under Portuguese rule in the 16th century, when Essaouira was known as Mogador. (This name was perhaps a linguistic corruption stemming from the name Sidi Megdoul, as the city had been known before, or from the local Amazigh name of Amaqdūl.) Before the Portuguese, this city had a long history with evidence of inhabitance from prehistoric times. In the 5th century BC, as the Carthaginians were spreading up and down the coastline of Morocco, a navigator by the name of Hanno established a trading colony. Later, in the 1st century AD, the Berber king Juba II established a factory that processed the famous purple dye prized by Roman emperors and royalty, using the murex (a type of sea snail) and shells that naturally occur at the wisely named Îles Purpuraires, the Purple Islands, just off the beaches of Essaouira.




Essaouira in Pop Culture


Essaouira first memorably popped into the consciousness of Hollywood in 1952 with a selection of memorable scenes filmed by the renowned Orson Welles in his adaptation of Shakepeare’s Othello. Since then, Essaouira has been featured in Terry Gilliam’s cult classic Time Bandits as well as Ridley Scott’s Gladiator and The Kingdom of Heaven, in which it was transformed into Jerusalem, and more recently it has served as the background to the popular series Game of Thrones, in which it was thrust into the more imaginary realms of Astapor and King’s Landing.


Popular myth has it that Jimi Hendrix penned “Castles Made of Sand” while on the beaches of Essaouira, though in fact he didn’t visit Essaouira until a couple years after “Castles Made of Sand” was recorded. Still, Essaouira’s place on Morocco’s hippie trail during the 1960s and 1970s was firmly established, with local musicians joining with visitors, such as Cat Stevens, to create music that had never before been heard.





At the beginning of the 16th century, when the region came under Portuguese rule, Mogador prospered shortly as a major fishing port, as it is today, as well as a strategic military post. It was part of the Portuguese holdings along the Atlantic Coast of Morocco, along with the cities of Asilah, Azemmour, and El Jedida, before quickly falling to the local Regrara tribe. For a time, like Salé to the north, Mogador was known for its trade in sugar and molasses, though it was the pirate trades and slavery that brought in the most wealth.


During the reign of Mohammed III in the 18th century, Mogador was transformed as the sultan oversaw a vast plan to reinforce the walls, add to the fortification of the city, and direct trade from Marrakech through the port, thus bypassing Agadir, whose inhabitants were seen as rebellious. The Jewish community was encouraged to relocate here for business. Nearly 40 percent of the population at this time was Jewish, as evidenced today by the large mellah, with stone carvings of the Star of David over many doors, the many synagogues, and the immense Jewish cemetery.


It wasn’t until the 1960s and the more recent Arabization of Morocco that Mogador became commonly known by its Arabic name: Essaouira.


Today, Essaouira is better known as the Windy City for the near constant wind that cuts over the beach. It might now be better called “Windsurfer City,” as this most favorite pastime of a few locals and Europeans has come to define the beachfront south of the fortified walls.


There is a real international feel to the city, despite the medieval surroundings, and tourism can be felt, though sometimes this is a good thing, especially when looking for a nice place to dine. The salt air is a crisp respite after a few days in Marrakech, the heat of the desert, or the clutter of Casablanca.


ORIENTATION


Essaouira is relatively easy to navigate, despite its maze-like medina, where most visitors will likely spend more of their time. For those not used to the medinas of Morocco, the narrow, often dark, pedestrian streets can come as a shock. However, the medina itself is very safe, unless you count the occasional nagging shopkeeper, and is a great medina to explore. Many nooks and crannies provide pleasant, unexpected surprises.


The medina is surrounded by 18th-century walls and divided roughly into the neighborhoods of the kasbah, Bani Antar, the mellah, Bouakhir, Chbanat, and Ahl Agadir. The kasbah is in the southwest of the city and is the area just around the tall citadel that watches over the harbor. Sometimes this is further divided into the “old” kasbah toward the north and the “new” kasbah on the southernmost corner of the medina. From the kasbah, you can easily walk along the ramparts or out of the medina to the port. Following the ramparts to the north, the neighborhood of Bani Antar to the northwest has many cafés and restaurants. The mellah, like the kasbah, is sometimes divided into “old” and “new.” It runs adjacent to Bani Antar between the main thoroughfares of Avenue Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah and Avenue d’Istiqal—which turns into Avenue Mohamed Zerktouni before exiting through the north gate, Bab Doukkala. There are riads in the mellah as well as the heart of the medina, Souk Laghzal. The largely residential neighborhoods of Bouakhir, Chbanat, and Ahl Agadir lie to the east, farthest away from the ocean. There are a few larger riads here, and the streets of Rue Chbanate and Rue Mohammed el Qori host a number of shops. Bab Marrakech is a popular exit to the east, along Rue Mohammed El Qori, and where most buses pick up and drop off.

OEBPS/graphics/002-01-00_01_morocco.jpg
MOROCCO

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

OArrecife

Canary
Islands

nmuo/r —7

(

[( ,
Dawra #k ) e
L..w%{ {
& ) ~

///{/ (






OEBPS/graphics/014-02-00_essaouiracarpets_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/010-01-00_kittyathassan_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/035-01-01_02_casablanca.jpg
Atlantic
Ocean

HASSAN II
MOSQUE

BwDBATL
'MOHAMED BEN MEKK)*
SEE <
“DOWNTOWN >
CASABLANCA” 5
MAP 4

BECHES-
OIRES
Yassir

B

b vousser g
F————CL BEN Taq,
SN Ay

Boulevard
Mohamed Fo
Diouri
0
e

* Marche
 Central

Riviora 3/
e

T

|z 1t
</,INDJ¢MD_&_LL[A7’ s
- MosauE:
3 ESSOUNA

| Abdeimoum;
__BIYD ANOUAL

IrvHN3s Hvii308Y

RUE [ Gare Oasis/ |7,
" ascUonst [ Gare Oasis |

o

7 -
A\ )
ONE "Panoramique
| s

) \ o ud : 95/
'Technopark \\\. /\( \ 3 ‘/‘“‘wq. S

T

NOKAM!QUE






OEBPS/graphics/024-01-00_aitbenhad_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/018-01-00_essramparts_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/013-01-00_teapots_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/038-01-01_03_dt_casablanca.jpg
Downtown Casablanca
N0






OEBPS/graphics/036-01-01_hassanii_casa_h.jpg







OEBPS/graphics/006-01-00_disc1.jpg









OEBPS/graphics/027-01-00_breadoven_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/009-02-00_disc10.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/029-01-01_opener1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/042-01-01_casaartdeco_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/017-01-00_hassanramadan_h.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/016-01-00_casablancastreet_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/039-01-01_03_dt_casablanca.jpg
—— ——
[l
L)

&
.&D
i
f
1}/
i
i
/1
IS
/
/1
/1
/7
1/
/
/
/
=
8
. 3
253
K
% =
H
)

“posT
OFFICE
DI

O






OEBPS/graphics/040-01-01_casaclock_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008-01-00_disc7.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/015-01-00_camel_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/001-01-00_titlepage.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/9781631211584.jpg
€EEEETCLLLCTETLLLECELULLLLE

AAARAAA AR R R






OEBPS/graphics/003-01-00_01_morocco.jpg
S50l SEAINENC,

Marbella

ALGERIA






OEBPS/graphics/012-01-00_jemaaelfnaa_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/022-01-00_taghazoutbeach_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/moon.jpg
MOON






OEBPS/graphics/025-01-00_adrenalin_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/032-01-01_01_casablanca_chpt.jpg
Casablanca and the South Atlantic Coast

MOROCCO MALL £ R
HASSAN Il MOSQUE £3-{
CASABLANCAG,
rorTUGUESE Rommani
CISTERN —
ATLANTIC L3
El Jedid:
OCEAN G
Settat
— (%8
Vh / Khouribga'
%A \ l \
o 30 mi \
BENI MELLAL.
0 0 safi oty \
7 /
T =
W \
{3 WINDSURFING, /
KITESURFING, \
AND SURFING CD
. MARRAS ) ik
=] ,781m
Essaouira /%/v/‘/v s Ao
MGoun
¢ Anchomer
3,607m
Toubkal L
4,030
5 N d \Q /
AT %ulnoukrim HS(ZS}Z?@/
/ 4,088m /\K\
A / Ny\:
Taroudant
N
AGADR ‘o
)/k/_/ © AVALON TRAVEL






OEBPS/graphics/020-01-00_desertcamp_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/009-01-00_disc8.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/064-01-01_essaouiraboats_hb.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/053-01-01_casa_taxis_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/006-02-00_disc2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/065-01-01_04_essaouira.jpg
<v\{;szz SAM

Essaouira

AVE DU 2 MARS

VETRAING
5
=z
:
]
3
z
\4
0 300 yd KITE e
= Morocco || [P2201]
. To
0 300 m CLUBMISTRAL ' Marrakech
To Agadir / i
© AVALON TRAVEL

O %
MADADA MOGADOR/ 4
OLATABI.E MADADA
%,
% N

o W ATELIER
S5 peL m'é DETISSAGE %
5 e i ] TRADITIONAL 7
&5 &3 2 e
RUEYVEMEN - & »05% oo(/ g % o Y
%) % 2 g 5
& 3 R H ATANTIC  cuoup 2
& RIAD' (4 g HOSTEL _ FiNp %
SV pThiskaLa WATIER Ly WOODSTOCK, @ osTec S
RIAD ‘.1;2 %, 7SI sAID's
i MALAIKAL g5 ", SPOESHOP & PROJECT
‘<o§nvlzsmo AN » @& O $ . 9
% % S Ll
v OMUSEE 7 {58 NS & pi!
.- SIDI MOHAMED & i re MASHI 2
. X" BEN ABDALLAH & o ESSAOUIRA MUSHKI &
X SHYADMA'S Ry < YOUTHHOSTEL ~ pian’
Atlantic A~ VEGAN FOOD & “8aziy . ‘AND SOCIALTRAVEL gyparate O
S »
AN < _LE BIBLIOPHILE % %, CASA LILA %
Ocean LR i o, MTELAND SR e e 7
& XN £ W MOURABIT goge BiEY
P - X &
& Lorronre, A IR aue fo %
) YRESTO AND GALERIE &‘ I [ o 50 ST
/ on “BENYOUSSEF L& miRa 0%
LOUBANEY 4 ELIZIR %,
$ P
& . %,
< PALAZZO. v
e IR
" DESDEMONA ~TouRism oricE ¢ /
L ASSOCIATI
\ OF oo =DESART
& 58 0
W e & S
(%, oamcaarD \ &
%,
%,
8%

2
%
® “
%, o@ .4
2, HURCH OF
% UR LADY OF
L. > THEASSUMPTION






OEBPS/graphics/014-01-00_marrakechsouk_v.jpg
s
i
i
e






OEBPS/graphics/019-01-00_highatlas_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/043-01-01_casachurch_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/056-01-01_eljadidacisterns_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/041-01-01_hassanii_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/029-02-21091620_l.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/007-02-00_disc6.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/026-01-00_chowaratanneries_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/054-01-01_azzemour_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/034-01-01_02_casablanca.jpg
Casablanca

Casablancag

0 30km

Atlantic

Ocean

3 WINDSURFING,
KITESURFING,
AND SURFING.

COOKING E3
CLASSES

Facultes
Terminus






OEBPS/graphics/021-01-14795663.jpg
AR AN RANANES

;:,‘:f!»'h?l‘,‘s‘"l'l'92’1?3?3‘{'2?3"‘«‘122’:'35%flfi‘?'&lfl&l'}'}‘i‘ml‘&ms
W





OEBPS/graphics/030-01-01_00_casablanca_hl.jpg
Casablanca Y
Hassan Il Mosque

Morocco
/Z

ATLANTIC
OCEAN






OEBPS/graphics/027-02-00_medinalamps_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/059-01-01_oualidia_hb.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/009-03-00_disc9.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/058-01-01_eljadidariad_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/023-01-00_volubilis_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/028-01-00_ergchabbi_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/011-01-00_02_morocco_regions.jpg
SPAIN

seo
Mediterranea™

Tangier and the
| |Mediterranean Coast
Atlantic Rabat and the g
Ocean North Atlantic Coast

MOROCCO {

! ?
-
Ouarzazate and the
Southern Oases

N
by

- ALGERIA

Canary

Tslandy I

(Spain)
0 100 mi

i 0 100 km

. © AVALON TRAVEL






OEBPS/graphics/007-03-00_disc5.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/062-01-01_sifipottery_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/006-03-00_disc3.jpg





