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      THE WOMAN


WHO WAS TIED UP


AND FORGOTTEN


      

      

      Sandra and Brian are a middle-aged couple. Sandra is a statuesque blonde with a purposeful stride. She has been an architect

         for a long time and, like many people lucky enough to be focused early in life, she is now rich thanks to regular clientele

         and some astute property investment.

      


      

      Brian made his money specialising in orthodontics, and has found a niche amid zinc fillings, metal wire and plastic plates.

         His patrons are the rich matrons of Double Bay who sit in his surgery clasping the hands of their bucktoothed offspring, and

         find Brian’s brown suits strangely comforting.

      


      

      Sandra and Brian have a routine to their love-making. It begins with a series of signals. The first comes from Sandra, who puts on her flannel nightdress after a regime of skin care. It reminds her of boarding school. It makes her feel

         naughty. She then reclines on the bed and switches off the bedside lamp. Brian, dressed in his cotton shorts, obediently follows

         her cue.

      


      

      The second signal involves Sandra suddenly wrapping her leg over Brian’s torso, inadvertently brushing the tip of his penis.

         In the ensuing silence Sandra mounts the compliant Brian and rides him until she reaches orgasm. Brian’s climax, a high-pitched

         whimper, usually follows a second later. Afterwards she likes to get up to brush her teeth.

      


      

      Sandra is larger than Brian and likes to be in control; Brian likes to think he enjoys being dominated. This is their equilibrium.


      [image: image]


      

      Sandra has just placed a tender with the Sydney City Council to design a museum to house firefighting equipment dating from

         the beginning of the colony. She has spent months drawing up her design. The council is to announce its decision about the

         museum that evening.

      


      

      Sandra and Brian are dressed for the opera: Brian has donned a light summer suit in an unfortunate shade of beige and Sandra

         is in pink organza. Sandra sits by the phone, waiting. The heat makes her glisten. A fan spinning in the corner blows her hair away from her face. Her portfolio

         lies open on the desk. The drawing of the museum is a collision of swirling red arches and stark vertical chimneys thrusting

         up into a charcoal sky. It looks like fire, as if the building itself is struggling with the elements.
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