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How to use this book


Explanation and Comment


The main text explains all the content clearly and the Comment boxes provide extra information to put events in context or highlight other issues that you should be aware of.


Key terms


These boxes help you to learn the essential vocabulary by providing you with difficult or new words and giving a definition of their meaning. These are specialist terms that might be used in an exam without any explanation so you need to be able to understand them and use them confidently in your own writing. You could make your own glossary in your notebook.


Revision tasks


Use these tasks to make sure you have understood every topic and to help you record the key information about each topic. These tasks help you to think about the content rather than simply read it.
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Exam practice


These boxes provide sample exam questions for each topic. You can check your answers against sample answers online at www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory to help to improve your grades.


Exam tips


These tips accompany the Exam practice questions. They give you extra tips on how to answer the questions successfully in order to get the best grades possible.


Key content (end of each chapter)


This is a revision checklist. Be sure you know about each term or phrase in this key content summary. You can also check your knowledge of each topic with our free ‘Quick quizzes’ which you can find online at www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory.




Introduction


You will soon be taking your GCSE in The Making of the Modern World. Your aim is to get the best grade that you can. Our aim in this book is to help you get that grade.


To improve your grade you need to:





•  get organised – this book will help you make a revision plan and stick to it



•  know the content – this book will help you learn the core content for your course



•  apply your knowledge – this book will help you apply what you know to actual examination questions.





How to revise


There is no single way to revise, but there are some golden rules everyone should follow.





1  Know the objectives of your course: ask your teacher for full details of the specification. This book is geared to Edexcel’s specification A, The Making of the Modern World.



2  Make a revision plan and stick to it: start your revision early – the earlier the better. Revise regularly – regular, short spells are better than panicky six-hour slogs until 2a.m.



3  Revise actively: be a scribbler; make notes as you learn. You will need an exercise book for most of the Revision Tasks but you can also write in this book.





The rest of this introduction is about how to apply these rules to your revision and make sure that you get the grade you are aiming for.


1. Know the objectives of your course


Assessment objectives for GCSE History





1  Recall, select and communicate knowledge and understanding of history.



    You have to be able to recall and select knowledge, and be able to communicate it in a way that shows you understand what you are writing.


    This means:








•  using your knowledge of a topic to back up what you say in your answer



•  organising this knowledge to answer the question that has been set.








2  Demonstrate understanding of the past through explanation and analysis of:









•  key concepts: causation, consequence, continuity, change and significance within a historical context




•  key features and characteristics of the periods studied and the relationship between them.



   This means organising your answer in order to:



•  show the ability to analyse when this is asked for, rather than to describe



•  show understanding of causation, etc.








3  Understand, analyse and evaluate:








•  a range of source material as part of an historical enquiry



   This means using any kind of material, including photographs, diaries, books, recorded interviews and films from the period you are studying.


   You are expected to:



•  extract what is important information from the source



•  interpret what is being said and make inferences



•  decide how useful or reliable the source is.



•  how aspects of the past have been interpreted and represented in different ways as part of an historical enquiry



   This means that you have to be able to analyse and interpret how and why historical events, people and situations have been interpreted and represented in different ways.


   You are expected to:



•  decide how fair or accurate an interpretation is



•  compare different representations of an event.





In all this, remember that the examiner is interested in seeing how much you can think for yourself and apply your knowledge and understanding to the question set.


2. Make a revision plan


You not only need to plan your revision for History, but you need to fit it in with the revision for all your other GCSE subjects. You could use this table to plan your overall revision.
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You could then construct another table, like the one below, to plan your History revision. In your plan, aim to come back to each topic several times so that you revise in stages:


Stage 1: Put the date that normal school-based work on a topic is due to be/was completed.
Stage 2: Put the target date for finishing your own summary of the key points for each topic.
Stage 3: Decide when you will give yourself memory tests.
Stage 4: Schedule time for fine-tuning your revision (for example, final memorising work and/or practice examination questions).
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3. Revise actively


When faced with revising for GCSE History, most students say:
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The ideas in this book are aimed at helping you to remember the core content.


Use the revision tasks in this book


The best way to remember information is to use it – to revise actively. To take an everyday example: to start with it is difficult to remember a new telephone number, but the more you use it the easier it is to remember it.


Throughout this book, you will find revision tasks. Don’t miss them out. If you do the tasks you will have to use the information in the book. If you use the information you will remember it better. The more you use the information the better you will remember it.


Use the ‘key words’ method


Think of your brain as a computer. To read a file on a computer you need to know the name of the file. The file name is the key, and if you do not have this key you cannot get to the file, even though the computer has the file in its memory.
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Your brain works in a similar way. When you read something it goes in, but to get the information out again you need the key to unlock your memory. So, one way to jog your memory is to use a ‘key words’ method. This is how it works.





1  As you read through each paragraph, highlight one or two key words. For example, when answering the question:


    ‘What were the main political and economic features of the USA during the 1920s?’








•  It had a democratic system of government. The President and Congress of the USA were chosen in free democratic elections.



•  It had a capitalist economy. Business and property were privately owned. Individuals could make profits in business or move jobs if they wished. However, they might also go bankrupt or lose their jobs.



•  The USA was the world’s wealthiest country, but under capitalism there were always great contrasts – some people were very rich, others were very poor.








2  You can then use cue cards, or the key content list at the end of each chapter, to summarise your key words for each subheading. In this way you can summarise a whole topic on one sheet.



3  Later on, return to your revision plan and see whether you can recall or rewrite important paragraphs using just the key words to jog your memory.





Other revision ideas


Different people revise in different ways and you may have your own ideas on how to work. Here are some other techniques that students have used.





•  summarising events in diagrams or pictures



•  making a recording of the text and playing it back



•  using acronyms or mnemonics



•  working with friends:







    – testing each other


    – comparing your answers to practice questions.





How to succeed in Edexcel Modern World History


You will be examined on three units. Here is a summary of the content and assessment for the three units you will have to study.






	Unit 

	Content 

	Examination 






	1

	

•  How did the Cold War in Europe develop? 1943–56


•  Three Cold War crises: Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia c.1957–69


•  Why did the Cold War end? From Détente (1972) to the collapse of the Soviet Union (1991)





	

75 minutes


53 marks









	2

	

One from:




•  Germany, 1918–39


•  Russia, 1914–39


•  The USA, 1919–41






	

75 minutes


54 marks









	3

	

One from:




•  War and the transformation of British society c.1903–28


•  War and the transformation of British society c.1931–51


•  The transformation of British society c.1951–79






	

75 minutes


53 marks










How to succeed in Edexcel Unit 1


This is the unit which examines your knowledge and understanding of international relations.


Content


You will need to revise these three units:





1  How did the Cold War in Europe develop? 1943–56 (pages 11–20)



2  Three Cold War crises: Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia c.1957–69 (pages 21–25)



3  Why did the Cold War end? From Détente (1972) to the collapse of the Soviet Union (1991) (pages 26–31)





The examination


In this examination, you will answer six questions. The six questions will always be of the same types (see below) and appear in the same order.


Question 1: understanding source material




Give two reasons from Source A why relations between the Allies continued to worsen at the time of the Potsdam Conference.


(2 marks)








•  Read the source carefully.



•  Pick two items mentioned in the source which relate to the question (worsening relations between the Allies) and write a short sentence on each.





Question 2: brief description




Outline two issues on which the Allies agreed at the Potsdam Conference.


(4 marks)








•  Describe one issue in a short sentence.



•  Add a sentence bringing in relevant extra detail which develops the issue.



•  Describe the second issue, with extra relevant detail.





Question 3: judging the usefulness of a source




How useful are Sources B and C as evidence of the reasons for the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979?


(10 marks)








•  Be sure to write about both sources.



•  Comment on the usefulness of the sources based on what they say. Do they tell you about the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan? What do they not tell you?



•  Use the nature, origin and purpose of the sources to comment on their reliability or typicality.



•  Use this evaluation to compare the usefulness of each source.





Question 4: brief description of key features


You have a choice in Question 4: answer 4(a) or 4(b).




Describe the key features of the Marshall Plan (1947).


(6 marks)








•  You will need developed statements about at least two key features: this means giving the feature and then explaining it. Remember this can include causes, events or consequences.



•  Ensure your key features are in the right sequence.



•  You will get higher marks for more precise explanations.





Question 5: brief descriptions of significance




Explain the importance of three of the following in the Cold War:





•  The Berlin Airlift, 1948–49



•  The Warsaw Pact, 1955



•  The Prague Spring, 1968



•  The Helsinki Agreements, 1975





(5 marks for each part – 15 marks)








•  Think carefully and choose the three items you know most about.



•  Write a brief sentence describing one of the events.



•  Add another sentence explaining in detail why it was important in the Cold War.



•  Do the same for the other two items you have chosen.





Question 6: essay explaining causation




Explain why relations between the USA and the Soviet Union changed in the years 1980–1985. You may use the following in your answer:





•  The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.



•  The election of Ronald Reagan as President of the USA.





You must also include information of your own.


(13 marks)








•  Underline the key items from the question. Here they are: ‘relations between USA and Soviet Union’, ‘changed’ and the dates: 1980–85.



•  Plan your answer; remember to include a brief introduction and conclusion.



•  Don’t just describe the reason you’ve chosen, explain clearly why it led to change.



•  You need at least three reasons, add one more reason from your own knowledge.



•  Develop each reason in detail.



•  For best answers, don’t just stick with the two items you’ve been given; add one of your own.



•  Make links between one reason and the next. Use link words and phrases such as ‘furthermore’, ‘moreover’, ‘however’, ‘in addition’, ‘as a result of’ and ‘this led to’.



•  Make judgements about the importance of each of your three reasons.





How to succeed in Edexcel Unit 2


This is the unit which examines your knowledge and understanding of one of the depth studies.


Content


You will need to revise one of the following chapters:





4  Germany, 1918–39 (pages 32–45)



5  Russia, 1917–39 (pages 46–58)



6  The USA, 1919–41 (pages 59–70)





Make sure that you only revise the chapter that covers what you have studied!


The examination


In this examination you will answer six questions.


Question 1(a): an inference question




What can you learn from Source A about Nazi attitudes towards the churches in Germany?


(4 marks)





This question is asking you to read between the lines of the source and to get a message from the source.





•  Make at least two inferences.



•  Begin your answer with ‘This source suggests…’. This should help you focus on the question.



•  Support your inferences by reference to the source. In other words, use a quotation from the source.





Question 1(b): a brief description from your own knowledge




Describe the measures taken in the Treaty of Versailles to limit German power.


(6 marks)





This is asking you to describe at least two factors.





•  Give the factors.



•  Describe the factors, bringing up relevant detail.



•  Remember to focus on key words in the question.





Questions 1(c) and 1(d): causation and consequence in context




Explain the effects of the Reichstag fire in 1933.


(8 marks)


Explain why Hitler carried out a policy of persecution of the Jews and other minority groups in the years 1933–39.


(8 marks)








•  Underline key points in the question.



•  Ensure that you focus on causes/consequences. Begin each paragraph by stating the cause and then fully develop each cause you give. Use precise knowledge which will impress the examiner.



•  Aim to write about at least two causes/consequences.



•  Make links between one cause and the next. Use link words or phrases such as ‘furthermore’, ‘moreover’, ‘however’, ‘in addition’, ‘as a result of’, and ‘this led to’.



•  In your conclusion prioritise the importance of the causes or consequences. In other words decide which was the most important and explain why.





Question 2(a) or 2(b): change






  (a)  Explain how Germany recovered from its economic and political difficulties in the years 1924–29 under Stresemann’s leadership.





(8 marks)





Or






  (b)  Explain how the position of young people changed in Germany in the years 1933–39.





(8 marks)








•  Highlight key words, events, dates, etc. in the question.



•  You will need to explain a minimum of two changes.



•  Aim to write two paragraphs.



•  At the beginning of each paragraph focus on the idea of change, e.g. ‘The first change was…’.



•  Make a link with the next change.



•  Write a conclusion in which you prioritise the changes, e.g. which change do you think was the most important and why OR overall how much change was there?





Planning grid for causes, consequence and change questions:






	First factor/change 

	


•  Introduce the factor/change



•  Fully explain it



•  Make a judgement on its importance



•  Make a link with the next factor/change


   Use link words or phrases such as ‘moreover’, ‘however’, ‘therefore’, ‘as a result of’, ‘this led to’, ‘consequently’











	Second factor/change

	


•  Introduce the factor/change



•  Fully explain it



•  Make a judgement on its importance










	Conclusion

	


•  Begin with ‘Overall’



•  Again link the two factors/changes



•  Prioritise – put the factors/changes in order of importance and explain your decision











Question 3(a) or 3(b): scaffolding question


You will be given a choice of two questions, each of which will have two points (known as scaffolding) to help you answer the question.






  (a)  Was the effect of reparations the main reason why the Weimar Republic found it difficult to govern Germany in the years 1919–24? Explain your answer.


        You may use the following in your answer:







         •  the effects of reparations


         •  attacks on the Government by left- and right-wing political parties.







         You must also include information of your own.





(16 marks)








•  Start by making a quick plan for your answer before you write anything.



•  Focus on the key words in the question. In this question it is ‘why the Weimar Republic found it difficult to govern’.



•  Make use of each part of the scaffolding. For best marks, you need to add at least one more cause from your own knowledge.



•  Remember to make a judgement about the importance of each factor.



•  Write a conclusion that gives your overall judgement on the question. Remember, you need to make a decision on the relative importance of all the causes. You could decide that all were equally important or some were more important than others. Give a reason for your judgement.





Planning grid for scaffolding questions:






	First paragraph 

	


•  Introduce the first reason, which should be the first bullet point.



•  Fully explain this reason why the Weimar Republic found it difficult to govern Germany.



•  Make a judgement on the importance of this reason.



•  Make a link to the second reason.










	Second paragraph

	


•  Introduce the second reason, which should be the second bullet point.



•  Fully explain why this reason made it difficult for the Weimar Republic to govern Germany.



•  Make a judgement on the importance of this reason.



•  Make a link to a third reason from your own knowledge.










	Third paragraph

	



•  Introduce the third reason.



•  Fully explain this reason for the difficulties of the Weimar Republic.



•  Make a judgement on the importance of this reason.





Some examples of other reasons might be:





•  Weimar politicians were blamed for signing the Treaty of Versailles.



•  Germany had lost territory under the terms of the Treaty.



•  The German people had little experience of democracy and many wanted a return to monarchy.



•  The Weimar constitution produced lots of small parties, which led to unstable, changing governments.











	Conclusion

	


•  Begin with ‘Overall’.



•  Make a final judgement on the relative importance of all three reasons.











How to succeed in Edexcel Unit 3


This is the unit which examines your source skills as well as your knowledge and understanding.


Content


You will need to revise one of the following three chapters:





7  War and the transformation of British society c.1903–28 (pages 71–86)



8  War and the transformation of British society c.1931–51 (pages 87–102)



9  The transformation of British society c. 1951–79 (pages 103–124)





Make sure that you only revise the chapters that cover what you have studied!


The examination


In the examination, you have to answer five source questions.


Question 1: inference




What can you learn from Source A about events at Little Rock High School in 1957?


(6 marks)





This question is asking you to read between the lines of the source and to get a message – an inference – from it.





•  Make at least two inferences.



•  Begin your answer with ‘This source suggests…’. This should help you focus on the question.



•  Support each inference with a quote from the source.





Question 2: source analysis




Study Source C and use your own knowledge. What was the purpose of this representation? Use details from the source and your own knowledge to explain your answer.


(8 marks)








•  Begin by explaining what the source is suggesting.



•  Fully explain the purpose of the source. In other words, what it is trying to make people think or do. Support this with evidence from the source.



•  Support the purpose of the source from your own knowledge: what else do you know about the event which adds to this understanding of the purpose of the representation?





Question 3: explanation




Use Source C and your own knowledge to explain why the German Schlieffen Plan failed.


(10 marks)








•  Make a brief plan before you write anything.



•  Write a short introduction, listing all your reasons for the failure of the Schlieffen Plan.



•  Start with a detailed analysis of the source. What reasons does it suggest for the failure of the Plan?



•  Add some details from your own knowledge to support the reason suggested by the source.



•  Now write another paragraph, using your own knowledge to give a second reason. Explain in detail how it led to the failure of the Plan.



•  Then add a third reason, with a detailed explanation, in a third paragraph.





Question 4: reliability questions




How reliable are Sources D and E as evidence of Haig’s ability as a general? Explain your answer using Sources D and E and your own knowledge.


(10 marks)





This table will help you to plan your explanation of the reliability and limitations of each source.






	 

	Reliability 

	Limitations 






	Content

	The source is reliable because of what it tells you about the event or person. It contains facts such as…

	


•  It only provides a limited view of the event. It does not tell us…



•  It is not accurate because…



•  It is mainly opinions, such as…, rather than facts.










	Nature

	The source is reliable because it is a newspaper, poster, photograph or…

	


•  The photograph only gives one limited view of the event.



•  The poster/newspaper exaggerates the event.










	Who wrote it

	It was written by someone whose views are worth knowing. Why?

	The author is very one-sided and/or did not witness the event.






	When was it written

	


•  It was written at the time by an eyewitness. It gives the feelings/views of that time.



•  It was written later and the writer had the benefit of hindsight.





	


•  It was written at the time and so does not have the benefit of hindsight.



•  It was written later and the author has forgotten important events…










	Purpose

	It reflects the purpose of the author, e.g. propaganda.

	It does not give a balanced view because its purpose is to win the support of the reader for…







Question 5: reaching a judgement on an interpretation




Study Sources A, C and F and use your own knowledge.


‘Source C suggests that it was their plans for the future which were the reason for the victory of the Labour Party in the 1945 General Election.’


How far do you agree with this interpretation? Use your own knowledge, Sources A, C and F and any other sources you find helpful to explain your answer.


(16 marks)








•  This is the highest-scoring question on the paper, so it will need a planned answer.



•  Read the interpretation – the statement in quotation marks – carefully. You need to use the sources and your own knowledge to show agreement and disagreement with what the interpretation says.



•  You must deal with Sources A, C and F because they are listed in the question.



•  You can use other sources too if they help your answer.



•  For best marks you should evaluate the sources, commenting on their reliability to reach a judgement on whether their evidence is strong or weak.



•  You should bring in information from your own knowledge which adds to your argument.



•  Use the grid below to prepare your plan.
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Online resources





•  This revision guide is supported by representative example answers to every kind of Exam practice question from all of the chapters – covering both core and depth content – which are available online at www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory.



•  Along with the example answers, a comment is also given. Reading through these against your answers will help you to build your confidence, improve your answers and, ultimately, your grades.



•  Quick quizzes are also available online at www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory to test your knowledge of the key content. These accompany the Key content boxes found at the end of each chapter, which allow you to tick off each area as you learn them.







[image: ]


Unit 1: International Relations: The Era of the Cold War, 1943–91


Chapter 1: How did the Cold War in Europe develop? 1943–56


[image: ]


During the Second World War, the USA and the USSR had fought together as allies against Germany and Japan. Once this war was won, relations between the two ‘superpowers’ quickly deteriorated. A new war began – a war of ideas – and so it was known as the Cold War.
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Key topics


These are the key topics you need to revise. As with all examination topics you first need to learn the content so you know it well enough to answer a range of questions on this topic.





•  Why did the Cold War begin?



•  the development of the Cold War, 1945–48



•  the development of the Cold War, 1948–56



•  Hungary: the tightening of control.
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1.1 Why did the Cold War begin?


The Cold War was a new kind of conflict, in which America and the USSR never declared war on each other. Instead there was a stand-off between the two superpowers which included an arms race and a propaganda war.


Conflicting ideologies


The two superpowers had very different ideologies.


The USA


What were the main political and economic features of the USA?




•  It had a democratic system of government. The President and Congress of the USA were chosen in free democratic elections.


•  It had a capitalist economy. Business and property were privately owned. Individuals could make profits in business or move jobs if they wished. However, they might also go bankrupt or lose their jobs.


•  Americans believed firmly in the freedom of the individual and in government by consent.





In the 1920s and 1930s, the USA had followed a policy of isolationism. Now, faced by Communism extending into eastern Europe, the American Government was prepared to help and support people and countries who wanted democratic states with capitalist economies.


The USSR


The USSR was a Communist state.




•  People could vote in elections for the Supreme Soviet, but they could only vote for members of the Communist Party and the Supreme Soviet had no real power. In the Communist system, people’s lives were controlled closely.


•  The rights of individuals were seen as less important than the good of society as a whole.


•  The USSR had a planned economy. The Government owned all industry and planned what every factory should produce.
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Key terms


Ideology: a set of beliefs and characteristics.


Congress: the American representative assemblies (the equivalent of Parliament in Britain). There are two houses, the Senate and the House of Representatives.


Isolationism: withdrawing from international politics and policies.


Supreme Soviet: an elected body of representatives (the equivalent of the British Parliament), but which had no real power. It only met for two weeks a year. It was the Communist Party under Stalin that made the important decisions.
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Unlike the USA, the USSR had been attacked many times in the past. Germany had invaded Russia in 1914 and again in 1941. Stalin was determined that this would never happen again. In his view, the USSR could only be safe if the countries on its borders were controlled by Communist governments.
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Revision tasks





1  Choose six key words to summarise the USA’s system of government. Then choose six key words to summarise the USSR’s system of government.



2  Compare the two in a table with the following headings:









	USA

	USSR
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Exam practice





1  Outline TWO ways in which the ideologies of the two superpowers differed in the years after 1945.





(4 marks)





[image: ]





[image: ]






Exam tip


The Exam practice question above is an example of a question 2 from Unit 1. You need to:




•  give two examples of ways the ideologies of the two superpowers differed


•  give one extra sentence for each, giving relevant details.
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The breakdown of the Grand Alliance


This was set up in 1941 between Britain, the USA and the USSR to defeat Hitler and the Nazis. It was an alliance of convenience between three superpowers which had little in common.


The Teheran Conference, 1943


At the Teheran conference the Big Three – Stalin (leader of the USSR), Roosevelt (US President) and Churchill (British Prime Minister) – agreed that the Soviet Union could have a ‘sphere of influence’ in Eastern Europe.


However, there were differences of opinion over Germany’s future:




•  Stalin wished to punish and severely weaken Germany with reparations


•  Churchill and Roosevelt wanted to rebuild Germany. They remembered the mistakes of the Treaty of Versailles.
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Key term


‘Sphere of influence’: an area under Soviet control, which meant countries in Eastern Europe.
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The Yalta Conference, February 1945


At the Yalta Conference, the Allied leaders (Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin) got on well together. The following points were agreed.




•  Germany would be divided into four zones. These would be run by the USA, France, Britain and the USSR.


•  Germany’s capital city, Berlin (which was in the Soviet zone), would also be divided into four zones.


•  The countries of eastern Europe would be allowed to hold free elections to decide how they would be governed.


•  The USSR would join in the war against Japan in return for territory in Manchuria and Sakhalin Island.
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Exam tip


Candidates often confuse the key features of these two conferences of 1945. Ensure you know who attended and what was agreed at each conference.
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The Potsdam Conference, July–August 1945


In April 1945 President Roosevelt died, so at the Potsdam Conference the USA was represented by a new President, Harry Truman. During the conference, Churchill was replaced by Clement Attlee as British Prime Minister. The new leaders did not get on as well with Stalin as Roosevelt and Churchill had done.


There was agreement on some points.




•  The Nazi Party was to be banned and its leaders would be tried as war criminals.


•  The Oder–Neisse (two rivers) line was to form part of the border between Poland and Germany.





However, there were disagreements on other issues. There were clear signs that Stalin did not trust the USA and Britain and that they did not trust him.
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Tensions at Potsdam





1  Britain and the USA denied Stalin a naval base in the Mediterranean.







    •  They saw no need for Stalin to have such a base.


    •  Stalin saw this as evidence that his allies mistrusted him.








2  Stalin wanted more reparations from Germany than Britain and the USA did.







    •  The USA and Britain did not wish to cripple Germany; they had seen the results of harsh reparations after the First World War.


    •  Stalin was suspicious about why his allies seemed to want to protect Germany and even help it recover.








3  Stalin had set up a Communist government in Lublin, the capital of Poland. Britain preferred the non-Communist Polish Government, which had lived in exile in Britain throughout the war. Truman and Attlee were very suspicious of Stalin’s motives in setting up a Communist government.





The atom bomb further worsened relations between the USA and USSR during the Potsdam Conference. Stalin had been told about the atom bomb by Truman at the start of the Potsdam Conference and was furious that it had been kept a secret. The use of the atom bomb increased rivalry between the superpowers:




•  Stalin was convinced that the USA was using the bombs as a warning to the USSR.


•  Truman was convinced that the USA had the ultimate weapon and this made him even more determined to stand up to Stalin and prevent further Soviet expansion.


•  An arms race emerged with the USSR determined to develop its own atom bomb.
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Exam practice





1  Describe the key features of the Yalta Conference.





(6 marks)
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Revision tasks





1  Make a copy of the table below and add notes on what was agreed/where there was disagreement.









	Conference

	Points agreed

	Areas of disagreement






	Teheran

	 

	 






	Yalta

	 

	 






	Potsdam

	 

	 










2  What important changes had occurred between the Teheran and the Potsdam Conferences?
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Exam tip


This is a question 4 from Unit 1. You will need to give at least two precise developed statements to achieve full marks.
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1.2 The development of the Cold War, 1945–48


By the end of 1945 it became clear that Europe had been divided between capitalism in the west and Communism in the east. The countries of eastern Europe became Soviet satellite states.
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