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    This Early Reader eBook is best viewed in portrait and serif font in the default size provided.
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  For Nat (of course)


  and for Chris and Chris as well -


  with much love
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  There are lots of Early Reader stories you might enjoy.





  Look at the back of the book or, for a complete list, visit www.orionbooks.co.uk
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  The Blood and Guts Café was open.
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  Big Billy Bones, the owner, was snoring behind the counter.




  Cruncher the dog was asleep under a table.




  Hank was staring out of the window.
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  There were no customers.




  Hank opened the door and looked out. The street was empty.




  “That’s weird,” said Hank.




  





  




  He looked up at the sign in the window.
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  Hank wiped the sign with a cloth. Big Billy Bones didn’t like girls.




  Hank agreed. He had five sisters, and he had to wait to use the bathroom every single morning.
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  He gave ‘Absolutely No Girls’ an extra polish, then looked out of the door again. The street was still empty.
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  “VERY weird,” said Hank.




  





  




  He shut the door and went into the kitchen.




  The stew was bubbling on the cooker. The pies were in the oven. The rats’ tail pizzas were laid out in rows. The worms were wriggling in a bowl.
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