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Warning!


The information contained in this book can be highly dangerous if it falls into the wrong hands, i.e. your mum’s.


To prevent this from happening you should take one of the following precautions:


1. Memorise every word in the book and then eat it.*


2. If you are a girl, disguise the nature of this book by slipping it inside a copy of your algebra homework folder — Mum will never look in there.


3. If you are a boy, hide this book in your gym bag — Mum will never look in there.
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* TV chef Jammy Owl-Liver suggests you try the following recipe if you do decide to eat this book. Extra Whopper Book Burger (i) Place book in a stale sesame seed bun. (ii) Place book-filled bun on a plate. (iii) Add two tablespoons of extra hot chillies. (iv) Eat (the bun, not the napkin).










How To Handle Your Mum:


Stage One


Why it’s important to be able to handle your mum – NOW!


Ask yourself this question:


 


What’s the difference between your mum and a mountain bike with square wheels and 57 reverse gears?


 


Tricky one, this, so here’s a picture to help you.
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Did you see the gears on that bike? What a laugh! Now look at the gear on that mum — what an even bigger laugh! But to get back to the question: the difference between your mum and a mountain bike with square wheels and 57 reverse gears is that you can’t take your mum back to the shop! If you could, it would be dead easy to find a model that was easy to handle. No. You’ve got to learn to handle the mum you’ve got.


It’s important to be able to handle your mum now, because the older you get, the more difficult it becomes. In fact, the only people who don’t need to learn how to handle their mums are newborn babies. They’ve got it (or rather her) completely and absolutely worked out. Take the following scenes. Done that? Now put them back in the book and read them!




Scene 1





[image: images]






YOU: (Slamming the front door behind you and yelling at the top of your voice)


Hey, Mum! Mum!!!


I wanna Coke!


 


YOUR MUM: Come back in again like a civilised human being, speak properly and remember the magic word…


 


YOU: (Coming in again, this time closing the door quietly and speaking in hushed tones)


Mum? Could I have a Coke, please?


 


YOUR MUM: No, you can’t. We’re just about to have dinner.
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(Result: You don’t
get your Coke.)





 


 




Scene 2


NEWBORN BABY: (Hammering fists on Mum’s chest)
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MUM: Ooo…my little darling. Do you want a drink?
(Result: baby gets a drink.)


 


Scene 3


It is half past nine in the morning. You are lying down on your bed, taking a well earned, post-breakfast rest, kind of half-dozing, half-daydreaming about how much better your life will be when you finally become a World-Beating Number One Sports Superstar. Suddenly a tornado blasts into the room. It’s…


 


YOUR MUM: Oh, for goodness’ sake, (insert your name here)! Get up, you great schlummock and go and do something useful like learning to play the clarinet or hoovering your room or visiting your grandmother.


(Result: either you learn to play the clarinet, tidy up your room and visit your grandmother, or you reach a compromise and learn how to hoover up your grandmother with a clarinet.)
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Scene 4


It is half past nine in the morning. The newborn baby is lying down in its cot, taking a well-earned rest, half-dozing, half-daydreaming under his Kipper the dog mobile. Suddenly a kind and gentle breeze wafts into the room. It is —


 


MUM: Aaahhhh… Does my little darling want to go to sleepy-byes?


(Sings) Bye, Baby Bunting, etc., etc.
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