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How to get the most out of this book



This book will help you revise for the modern depth study Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91.


Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





1  revised and understood each topic



2  completed the activities



3  checked your answers online.





The content in the book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the content in the specification. The left-hand page on each spread has the key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or to learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities can be found on pages 39–46. Quick multiple-choice quizzes to test your knowledge of each topic can be found on the website.


At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 32–38) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Key topic 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58
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The Cold War began in 1945–46 following the Second World War. Ideological differences between the superpowers led to clashes over Berlin and the formation of rival military blocs. The Cold War intensified with the Soviet invasion of Hungary in 1956.
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1 Early tension between East and West 1


1.1 The ideological differences between the superpowers


Ideological differences caused mistrust between the superpowers, and meant they had different aims about post-war Europe. The USA feared the spread of communism; the Soviet Union wanted communist satellite states to prevent future invasions.






	 

	Communism (Soviet Union)

	Capitalism (USA)






	Politics

	Only one political party – the Communist Party

	Several parties – voters choose and change their governments






	Economy

	All industry and businesses owned by the state for the benefit of everyone

Everyone equal



	Most industry and businesses privately owned

Some will be wealthier than others








	Influence

	Encourage communism in other countries

	Encourage trade with other countries







1.2 The Grand Alliance


The leaders of the Grand Alliance met in three conferences, where differences emerged.
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Key terms


Cold War War waged against an enemy by every means short of fighting each other. Used to describe the relationship between the USA and Soviet Union 1945–91


Grand Alliance Alliance of the Soviet Union, USA and Britain during the Second World War


Reparations Compensation to be paid to other countries by Germany after the Second World War


Superpower A country or state that has great global power – in 1945, the USA and Soviet Union


United Nations Organisation International body set up in 1945 to promote peace and international cooperation and security
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The Tehran Conference, 1943


The first meeting of the Big Three – Stalin (leader of the Soviet Union), Roosevelt (US president) and Churchill (British prime minister). It was agreed:





•  A second front would be opened in France in May 1944.



•  The Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan after Germany’s defeat.



•  A United Nations Organisation would be set up after the war.



•  Poland’s post-war borders would be along the Oder and Neisse rivers; adding an area of eastern Poland to the Soviet Union.





The Yalta Conference, February 1945






	Agreements at the conference

	Disagreements at the conference






	The Declaration of Liberated Europe – to aid all peoples liberated from Nazi control

The Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan after Germany’s defeat


To divide Germany and Berlin into four zones


To hunt down and try Nazi war criminals


To allow free elections in countries liberated from German occupation


Setting up a United Nations Organisation



	Stalin wanted a higher figure of German reparations than Roosevelt or Churchill

Stalin wanted the Polish border to be further west and a ‘friendly’ Polish government. But he agreed to free elections









The attitudes of Stalin, Truman and Churchill





•  Roosevelt died in April 1945 and the new president, Truman, distrusted Stalin. He was convinced that the Soviet Union intended to take over Europe and he was determined to stand up to Stalin.



•  Stalin suspected that the West did not want a strong Soviet Union. He wanted Soviet-controlled communist governments in Eastern Europe as a defence against future attacks. Before the Potsdam Conference the USA had successfully tested the atomic bomb. Stalin was furious that Truman hadn’t consulted him. He thought that the USA was using the bomb as a warning.



•  Churchill was suspicious of Stalin’s motives. He thought that Soviet troops would remain in the Eastern European countries they had liberated from the Germans.





Clement Attlee replaced Churchill as British prime minister during the Potsdam Conference.
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Exam tip


Students often confuse the key features of the Yalta and Potsdam conferences. Ensure you know who attended and what was agreed at each.
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The Potsdam Conference, July 1945






	Agreements at the conference

	Disagreements at the conference






	To divide Germany and Berlin into four zones

Germany to pay reparations in equipment and materials


De-Nazification: Nazi Party banned; Nazis removed from important positions; leading Nazis put on trial for war crimes


To move Poland’s border west – along the Oder and Neisse rivers


Full participation in the United Nations Organisation



	Stalin wanted massive compensation from Germany. Truman refused, seeing a revived Germany as a possible barrier to future Soviet expansion

Truman wanted free elections in Eastern European countries occupied by Soviet troops. Stalin did not
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Memory map


Create a memory map to show the main ideological differences between the USA and the Soviet Union. Add some key words from the information on page 4 and your own knowledge to a copy of the diagram in this box. Highlight which differences you think were most important in causing the Cold War.
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