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Want to Perform the Play?


Play groups interested in performing the play need the playwright’s permission. Please write to the publisher for contact details (c&r.editorial@hachetteindia.com), or leave a message at the author’s blog: www.marginalien.blogspot.com, or on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/manjula.padmanabhan.94.




Cast List


Human Representatives (REPs)


 









	VIJAY
	Representative of United Asia (R.U.A.)




	ASTRID
	Representative of United Europe (R.U.E.)




	MUSTAFA
	Representative of All Africa (R.A.A.)




	SPITTING BULL
	Representative of North America (R.N.A.)




	MARIA
	Representative of South America (R.S.A.)




	ANDY
	Representative of Australia & New Zealand (R.A.N.)




	NANOOK
	Representative of the Unified Poles (R.U.P.)




	YOKO
	Representative of All Island Nations excluding England and the United Pacific Islands (R.A.I.N.)




	AKU-AKU
	Representative of United Pacific Islands (R.U.P.I.)




	TONY
	Representative of England (R.E.)




	ALPHA
	Representative of Moon Colony (R.M.C.)






Non-Human Representatives (NHRs)


 









	BILLIE
	Cat




	BOWZER
	Dog




	NANDI
	Bull




	MITTOO
	Parrot




	RAUF
	Polar Bear




	FLIT
	Federation of All Insects (F.A.I.)






 









	ANNOUNCER-BOT
	Mechanical Device








Author’s Note


This play is set in the future, in a time when contact with alien cultures has taken place. The characters in the play wear stylized costumes similar to today’s folk-dancers wearing masks and ‘traditional dress’. Even their skin colours are exaggerated in order to create a colourful splash at an important Intergalactic Conference.


It’s important to understand that the costumes are deliberately inaccurate. For instance, Indians do not wear peacock feathers in their turbans nor do Native Americans paint themselves red! Similarly, there are (to my knowledge) no Pacific Islanders who use nose-discs, Australian Aborigines with dreadlocks or Africans with chicken-feather topknots. My aim is to suggest that NO-ONE is the ‘norm’; ALL the delegates need to look equally bizarre.


The characters argue with one another using a number of jokey-rude terms that are very commonly heard on school playgrounds. These are meant to be funny, but they are also intended to emphasize one of the themes of the play: the unthinking biases many of us maintain, based on skin colour, ethnicity, physical appearance and age-old notions of beauty. Though the play is set in the future, the shadows onstage belong firmly to the present as well as to the past.




Cast Gallery


The costumes displayed in this Gallery don’t have to be interpreted literally; they are only meant as a guide. In a few cases, the costume plays a role in the story, so it’s worth paying attention to those details. Bubble wrap, thermocol, cardboard and crêpe paper (the kind used to make streamers) form the basis of most of the costumes.


VIJAY


Representative of United Asia


Middle-aged man, BROWN skin, wearing a gorgeous silk brocade robe, with a giant bright pink turban, complete with a waving peacock feather.
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ASTRID


Representative of United Europe (R.U.E.)


Young woman, BLANK WHITE skin (including white eyebrows, lashes and mouth, so that the face is blank when her eyes and mouth are shut) with a huge mane of white-blonde hair, wearing orange leather boots, giraffe-skin-print tights, all-leather black jacket covered in chains and rivets, with black leather gloves covering her hands.
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MUSTAFA


Representative of All Africa (R.A.A.)


Young man, very tall, SHINY BLACK skin, wearing flowing robes in extremely bright contrasting colours, with a big, bold design (white, red and blue diagonal stripes, for instance) all over it. His head is shaved smooth except for a topknot of bright red chicken feathers. Wears a large, sturdy necklace.
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SPITTING BULL


Representative of North America (R.N.A.)


Young man, medium height, BRIGHT RED skin, bare to the waist, wearing a feather headdress and leather pants with heavy tassels on the sides. Wears a large, sturdy necklace.
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MARIA


Representative of South America (R.S.A.)


Middle-aged woman of enormous size, PURPLE skin, with flamboyant makeup (i.e., bright red mouth, giant eyelashes, and so on), wearing a flowing gown in screaming blue and pink colours, with a huge hooped skirt covered in spangles and trailing ostrich feathers. Plunging neckline and high-heeled shoes, of course.
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ANDY


Representative of Australia & New Zealand (R.A.N.)


Young man, bare-skinned*, covered head-to-foot in BLACK AND WHITE STRIPES, to simulate body-painting. Very little can be seen of his features, and he carries a massive, highly decorated boomerang in his hand. Wears a large, sturdy necklace.


(*He is not actually naked, of course, but wearing a skin-fitting bodysuit.)
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NANOOK


Representative of the Unified Poles (R.U.P.)


Middle-aged man, PALE BLUE skin, wearing a heavy winter suit of tan-brown leather, with the characteristic thick fur ruff around the face, huge heavy gloves and boots. Wears a big, sturdy necklace.
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YOKO


Representative of All Island Nations excluding England and the United Pacific Islands (R.A.I.N.)


Young woman, BRIGHT YELLOW skin, wearing a gorgeous traditional Japanese kimono, with the elaborate lacquered headdress and the wooden sandals that only geishas wear, which look a little like stilts and cause the wearer to shuffle forward with tiny steps.
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AKU-AKU


Representative of United Pacific Islands (R.U.P.I.)


Middle-aged man of enormous size, ORANGE skin, bare chested, barefoot, wearing a gigantic grass skirt and a headdress that looks like a bird of paradise sitting on a pumpkin, with trailing feathers cascading down the man’s back. He has a flat round disc hanging from the middle of his nose, which he has to lift up whenever he speaks. Wears a large, sturdy necklace.
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TONY


Representative of England (R.E.)


Young man, BRIGHT PINK skin, clean-shaven, wearing a bowler hat, black pinstripe suit and Union Jack tie, carrying an umbrella and a briefcase.
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ALPHA


Representative of Moon Colony (R.M.C.)


Young woman, SHINY SILVER skin, wearing a huge glass dome over her head (representing a helmet) and a metallic pressure suit. She wears heavy boots typical of low-gravity situations and her suit bristles with antennae and radio-communication devices (suggestion: use old cell phones as decoration!).
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BILLIE


Cat


Domestic cat, ordinary black and white colouring, with a long tail, green eyes and long black whiskers.
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BOWZER


Dog


Big brown dog, no particular breed, with a collar and floppy ears.
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NANDI


Bull


Big white bull with prominent hump and imposing horns. Sits quietly in one corner, chewing straw, then gets up and shifts to another corner, moving slowly.
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MITTOO


Parrot


A brightly coloured parrot, flaps around the room, repeating key words from the conversations of the other delegates. His/her lines are not meant to be taken seriously – but they must be well-timed or else they will drown out the lines of the other speakers.


RAUF


Polar Bear


Sleeps stage front, holding a small stuffed seal-doll to his chest.
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FLIT


Federation of All Insects (F.A.I.)


A giant dragonfly, hangs from the ceiling, with a single spotlight trained on him. His eyes are made from dozens of tiny mirrors stuck onto two tennis balls.


ANNOUNCER’S VOICE


Metallic sounding, gender non-specific, faint accent − whatever’s not local to the play. The device is placed in a central location, at a height. It is stationary and seems like a lifeless piece of furniture. When an announcement is in progress, it pulses with bright light, then goes dead again.
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SFX:


	(PA system) . . . calling all representatives of Zeta Prime . . . Zeta Prime representatives . . . please stand by for immediate transport to the Hall of Decisions, level three-six-seven, sub-section eleventh . . . (repeats as it fades out)






[AKU-AKU darts out in front of the curtains from stage left, hurrying to stage right. The moment he stops, he begins to rummage within the mass of his grass skirt, pulling out a length of green wire hidden among the grass strips. Meanwhile, NANOOK also appears at stage left, sees AKU-AKU and dashes across the stage towards him.]
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AKU-AKU


Ah – (removes his nose-disc and tucks it into the back of his waistband. Sees NANOOK) THERE you are – hurry up, for goodness’ sake! Anyone else coming? (continues pulling out wires. Each wire is about two metres long, folded in half)
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NANOOK


No – we’ll go with Plan B – that is, I’ll take the wires and distribute them –
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AKU-AKU


I didn’t get a chance to talk to the others on the Shuttle on our way here. (quickly arranges the wires) Did everything get through?
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NANOOK


(undoes the front of his jacket) Yes, but we’re all afraid of being punished –
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AKU-AKU


Ah – you worry too much! (he has five wires now) We made it this far, didn’t we?
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NANOOK


Yoko’s changed her mind about delivering the speech –
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AKU-AKU


Never mind Yoko! (hands the wires to NANOOK) What matters most is Andy’s boomerang. Did it get through safely?
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NANOOK


(tucks the wires under his jacket in such a way that he can easily reach in and pull them out one at a time) Everything arrived safely – it’s quite amazing there was no security whatsoever at the space port! By the way: Mustafa wants to know when he should make his move.
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AKU-AKU


Tell him to watch me. I’ll give the sign by raising my nose-disc above my head. We’ll have to be quick with our preparations. There’s probably very little time before the presentation begins.
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