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Rick Steves Walk:


TOWER OF LONDON
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Tower of London Tour


Map: Tower of London Tour


Orientation


The Tour Begins


1 Entrance Gate


2 Traitor’s Gate


3 White Tower


4 White Tower Museum


5 Tower Green


6 Scaffold Site


7 Beauchamp Tower


8 Crown Jewels


9 Bloody Tower


10 Medieval Palace


11 Walk the Wall


12 Ravens


William I, still getting used to his new title of “the Conqueror,” built a castle tower here (1077-1097) to keep the Londoners in line. Over the centuries, his successors built more walls and towers around it to create this complex, which today covers 18 acres. The heavily fortified Tower served as a royal residence, the Royal Mint, the Royal Jewel House, and, most famously, as the prison and execution site of those who dared oppose the Crown.


The Tower represents the ultimate power of the monarch. See the execution site where Henry VIII axed exes. Ogle the crown jewels, the richest on earth. See prisons that held the likes of Sir Walter Raleigh, Queen Elizabeth, and the Nazi Rudolf Hess. Tour halls of armor and weapons and take a meaty Beefeater tour. You’ll find more bloody history per square inch than anywhere else in Britain by touring this original tower of power.
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Map Key


1 Entrance Gate


2 Traitor’s Gate


3 White Tower


4 White Tower Museum


5 Tower Green


6 Scaffold Site


7 Beauchamp Tower


8 Crown Jewels


9 Bloody Tower


10 Medieval Palace


11 Walk the Wall


12 Ravens






ORIENTATION



Cost: £22.


Hours: March-Oct Tue-Sat 9:00-17:30, Sun-Mon 10:00-17:30; Nov-Feb Tue-Sat 9:00-16:30, Sun-Mon 10:00-16:30; last entry 30 minutes before closing.


Advance Tickets: To avoid the long ticket-buying lines, buy your ticket at the Trader’s Gate gift shop, located at the Tower Hill Tube stop. (As you exit the station, go down a flight of steps—the low-profile souvenir store is tucked away at the foot of the stairs.) Similar, discounted “Fast Track” tickets are also sold at other locations in London. You can also buy tickets at the Tower Welcome Centre (to the left of the normal ticket lines, credit card only), by phone (tel. 0844-482-7799 within UK or tel. 011-44-20-3166-6000 from the US, £2 fee), or online (hrp.org.uk, £1 discount, no fee).
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