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How this book will help you in AQA GCSE History



It will help you to learn the content


Is your main worry when you prepare for an exam that you won’t know enough to answer the questions? Many people feel that way. And it is true you will need good knowledge of the main events and the detail to do well in this British depth study. This book will help you acquire both the overview and the detail.


The text explains all the key content clearly and comprehensively. It helps you understand each period and each topic, and the themes that connect the topics.
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We use lots of diagrams, maps and figures to help you to visualise, understand and remember topics. We also encourage you to draw your own diagrams – that is an even better way to learn.
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SOURCE 4


Thomas Becon, a Norfolk clergyman, in 1554.


Thou hast set to rule over us a woman, whom nature hath formed to be in subjection to man… Ah, Lord, to take away the empire from a man and give it to a woman seemeth to be an evident token of thine anger towards us Englishmen.
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This book is full of brilliant sources. This course deals with some big issues but sources can help pin those issues down. History is at its best when you can see what real people said, did, wrote, sang, watched, laughed about, cried over and got upset about. Sources can really help you to understand the story better and remember it because they help you to see the events and ideas in terms of what they meant to people at the time.
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THINK





1  Why do you think such harsh punishments existed for vagrants?





[image: ]





Throughout the book there are tasks which are designed to build your understanding of a period or issue step by step. Think questions direct you to the things you should be noticing or thinking about. They also practise the kinds of analytical skills that you need to improve in history and they will help prepare you for the Focus Tasks – see opposite.
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KEYWORDS


Make sure you know what these words mean and are able to use them confidently in your own writing. See the glossary on page 94 for definitions.





•  Circumnavigation



•  Colony



•  Empire



•  Galleon



•  Nationalism



•  New World



•  Ottoman Empire



•  Printing press



•  Privateers



•  Renaissance
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Keywords. Every subject and topic has its own vocabulary. If you don’t know what these words mean you won’t be able to write about the subject. So, for each topic we have provided a keywords list. These are the kinds of words or terms that could be used in sources or in an exam question without any explanation, so you should aim to understand them and use them confidently in your writing. They are all defined in the glossary on page 94. But we also want you to create your own keywords list – write down each word with your own definitions.
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TOPIC SUMMARY


Elizabeth’s background and character





•  The Tudors were a relatively new dynasty, having only come to power with Elizabeth’s grandfather at the end of the Wars of the Roses in 1485.



•  Elizabeth’s father, Henry VIII, had broken with Rome in order to marry her mother Anne Boleyn.



•  Elizabeth was declared illegitimate but was later restored to the succession in the 1540s.



•  Elizabeth was highly intelligent and well educated, with firm Protestant views.



•  Elizabeth had an awkward and dangerous position during the reigns of her siblings, facing two separate allegations of treason.



•  Elizabeth succeeded her Catholic half-sister, Mary, in 1558 at a time of crisis in England.
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Finally there is a Topic Summary at the end of every topic. This condenses all the content into a few points, which should help you to get your bearings in even the most complicated content. Some people say it is good to read that summary before you even start the topic to know where you are heading. Associated with each summary is a Tip that suggests where you should start when revising this topic.
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It will help you to apply what you learn



The second big aim of this book is to help you apply what you learn, which means to help you think deeply about the content and develop your own judgements about the issues, and make sure you can support those judgements with evidence and relevant knowledge. This is not an easy task. You will not suddenly develop this skill. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then selecting from all that you know the points that are really relevant to your argument. One of the most important skills in history is the ability to select, organise and deploy (use) knowledge to answer a particular question.
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The main way we help you with this is through the Focus Tasks. These are the big tasks that appear at the start and end of each topic. They bring together your learning and help you turn it into something memorable and creative. Focus Task A (at the start of each Topic) helps you make notes and gather information as you read; Focus Task B (at the end of each Topic) gets you to use your notes to analyse what you have learned and complete some written work. We have tried to make this work interesting and creative rather than giving you an essay or exam question every time but there are also Practice questions as well. Both stages are important – gathering and organising the information and using it to show your understanding of it.
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FOCUS TASK A


Elizabethan culture


Complete a table like this using the information on pages 34–44.
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FOCUS TASK B


The ‘Golden Age’


You have been compiling a table about culture in Elizabethan England.





1  Which aspect of culture do you think saw the most significant developments? Explain your choice.



2  ‘The Elizabethan Age was a cultural ‘Golden Age’. How far do you agree with this statement? Write a balanced answer using evidence from your table.



3  Use your table to write a travel guide for travellers visiting Elizabethan England.







    •  Point out the must-see cultural highlights. Give background information and practical advice about how best to enjoy the sights and sounds of the Elizabethan world.


    •  There might also be certain dangers to warn the tourists of in order to keep them as safe as possible.


    •  Pictures, maps and diagrams would be useful.
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It will help you to prepare for your examination


If you read all the text and tackle all the Focus Tasks in this book you will find you are well prepared for the challenges that exams present, but you will probably also want something more exam-focused – you will want to see the kinds of questions you will face in an exam and how you might go about answering them.
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Practice Questions are provided at the end of each topic to help you develop your skills.


Review at the end of each chapter explains the aims of each question type and helps you practice the skills which can be useful to answer them.
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REVIEW of Chapter 2


Life in Elizabethan times


Here is another opportunity to review your learning using practice questions. You will be set FOUR questions on the British depth study.


Question 1 will be on interpretations. The interpretation could be a picture or a written source. For example:
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Assessment Focus on page 90 takes you through each question type and provides sample answers and comments so you can see what a possible answer might look like.
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ASSESSMENT FOCUS


Elizabethan England c1568–1603


How the British Depth Studies will be assessed


The British Depth Studies will be examined in Paper 2. All four British Depth Studies will be on the same paper so make sure you pick the right one! The questions could be on any part of the content so you should aim to revise it all.
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Introduction



A few things you need to know before you start
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England and Wales





•  Ruled over by the Tudors from 1485, after a long period of civil war known as the Wars of the Roses.



•  The monarch had a lot of power, but there was also a parliament and the nobility were powerful, too. Government became far more BUREAUCRATIC and modern in this period.



•  The Church was rich and powerful, but it lost its political independence after England underwent a REFORMATION when it broke away from the Catholic Church in the 1530s. The Church became state-controlled and the power of the monarchy grew as a result.



•  As part of the English Reformation, the monasteries were dissolved in the 1530s. This led to a huge rebellion in the North called the Pilgrimage of Grace.



•  The break with Rome was followed by a lot of religious confusion and deep divisions between Catholics and Protestants.



•  At the start of the sixteenth century, there were about 2.7 million people living in the country. The population had risen to over 4 million by the end of the Tudor period. Most people lived in the south east of England.



•  Woollen cloth was England’s most important industry and export product.



•  About 9/10 of people lived in rural areas and most worked the land. The growing trend was to enclose the land so it could be used for sheep farming rather than growing crops.



•  There were a few towns, such as York and Norwich, but they were small by modern standards, only containing a few thousand inhabitants. London was the most important settlement and its population quadrupled in the sixteenth century, to about 200,000 people.



•  Communications were very slow and the roads were terrible. The North, the West Country and Wales were difficult to govern because of their distance from the capital.



•  Although most people were illiterate, education was growing. There were two universities in England (Oxford and Cambridge) and Elizabeth founded Trinity College in Dublin. A growing number of grammar schools were set up.



•  The invention of the printing press aided the spread of new ideas and books became more affordable.
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Spain





•  A newly unified nation, Spain was the wealthiest and most powerful European country in the sixteenth century.



•  Its ruler during the Elizabethan period was Elizabeth’s brother-in-law, King Philip II.



•  Spain built a large overseas empire in Central and South America.



•  It had close ties to the Holy Roman Empire.



•  It ruled over other territories, including the Low Countries, parts of Italy and, from 1580, Portugal. It was strongly Roman Catholic.



•  Spain had been a traditional ally of England but this changed and it became England’s main enemy during Elizabeth’s reign.
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Scotland





•  Ruled over by the Stuarts. Although their royal family was closely related to the Tudors, Scotland was a traditional enemy of England, and the two countries had been at war many times.



•  Henry VIII had spent huge amounts of money on an invasion of Scotland in the 1540s.



•  Scotland’s main ally was France (the Auld Alliance).



•  The Protestant Reformation had spread there by the late 1550s.



•  When Elizabeth became Queen, Scotland was ruled over by her young cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots.
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The Netherlands





•  Just across the English Channel, the Low Countries were ruled by the Spanish Habsburgs.



•  Many English merchants sold their goods here. The cloth market at Antwerp was particularly important to England’s economy.



•  The Protestant Reformation spread here, as elsewhere in northern Europe, and there was a long period of rebellion against Spain in which England became involved.
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Ireland





•  The English King had ruled as Lord of Ireland since the twelfth century. Henry VIII took more direct control in the 1540s, declaring himself to be the King of Ireland.



•  In reality, the English only ruled a small area around Dublin known as The Pale, with local chieftains retaining a lot of power.



•  Most Irish people were Roman Catholic, so Ireland could easily be used by the enemy as a base for attacking England.



•  There were a number of rebellions here in the Tudor period.



•  English Protestant settlers began to colonise Ireland in so-called ‘PLANTATIONS’.
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France





•  A powerful country and England’s traditional enemy. English monarchs historically claimed to be the rightful rulers of France, and the French intermittently paid a ‘pension’ – a kind of bribe – to England. Henry VIII went to war against France a number of times. The French had a strong alliance with Scotland.



•  Although the Roman Catholic Church remained strong here, Protestant ideas spread.



•  France was preoccupied with religious wars for much of Elizabeth’s reign.
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The Papacy





•  The Pope was the head of the Roman Catholic Church. He lived in the Vatican in Rome.



•  The Catholic Church was enormously powerful and wealthy, and it was also corrupt. People such as Martin Luther started to criticise the Catholic Church in the early part of the sixteenth century.



•  This led to the Reformation. Those who protested became known as Protestants. The Church in Western Europe split, with many northern European countries becoming Protestant. England broke away from Rome in the 1530s under Henry VIII.





[image: ]





Where did the Tudors come from?


In the fourteenth century, King Edward III and his dutiful Queen, Philippa of Hainault, had produced no less than five surviving sons. Although producing ‘heirs and spares’ has always been a marker of royal success, Edward and Philippa’s marriage had been almost too fruitful for the good of England. The huge royal family descended into a power struggle between two branches, the House of Lancaster and the House of York. The Wars of the Roses, or the Cousins’ War as it was called at the time, raged for 30 years, triggered by Henry VI’s descent into madness in the 1450s. The final Yorkist king was Richard III. Richard has gone down in history as an evil man, allegedly involved in the murder of his two nephews, the Princes in the Tower, in order to gain the crown for himself.
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You can see from the family tree that Henry Tudor’s claim to the throne was weak, but he was the only Lancastrian left standing. In August 1485 he landed in Wales and marched to meet Richard in battle at Bosworth Field. Richard was killed. This battle finally ended the long civil war.


Henry Tudor was crowned Henry VII and the Tudor DYNASTY was founded. Henry was mindful of the weakness of his situation and did all he could to shore up his position. He married Richard’s niece, Elizabeth of York, to cement his control. This united the two warring families. This was symbolised through the red and white Tudor Rose.


Henry VII was unfairly regarded as a miser. Actually, he was a shrewd financial manager who avoided costly wars abroad and amassed great wealth at home, not really out of greed but as a means of maintaining his control. He negotiated brilliant alliances with both Spain and Scotland through marrying off his children. By the time of his death, although deeply unpopular, Henry VII left a secure and prosperous inheritance for his successors.





1 Elizabeth and her government
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In November 1558 church bells rang out in celebration of a new reign. England had a new Queen, named Elizabeth. She had been born 25 years earlier, the product of Henry VIII’s notorious marriage to Anne Boleyn. Elizabeth inherited a weakened kingdom. England was in the grip of a deep and prolonged crisis. It had been ruled in succession by a paranoid tyrant, a delicate child and a fanatical HERETIC hunter. The economy was in ruins. The people had suffered repeated harvest failures and recurrent epidemics of disease. The timely ACCESSION of this young and beautiful woman was greeted with almost universal relief, but few at the time expected greatness of her. They would have been astounded to know that the accession date of ‘Good Queen Bess’ would be celebrated as a public holiday, Queen’s Day, for hundreds of years to come. This chapter investigates how this happened.
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1.1 Elizabeth’s background and character
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FOCUS


Elizabeth I, the younger daughter of Henry VIII, was only the second QUEEN REGNANT to rule in England. She became Queen after the brief reign of her half-sister Mary Tudor. She inherited the throne at a very tricky time, yet maintained her authority for a reign that lasted almost 45 years. In topic 1.1 you will:





•  examine Elizabeth’s background and personality



•  consider how far her character was shaped by her early experiences



•  judge how well-prepared Elizabeth was for her role as Queen.
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FOCUS TASK A


Elizabeth’s early life


As you read the next five pages draw up a simple timeline to summarise the main events in Elizabeth’s life up to her accession in 1558. Include any dangers that she faced and events that affected her:





•  relationship with her parents



•  relationship with her siblings



•  religion



•  education.





You could illustrate it or turn it into a story strip.
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SOURCE 1


The family of Elizabeth I, painted in c.1545. Henry VIII is in the centre. His wife Jane Seymour is to the right of Henry and his son Edward is to the left, although in reality Jane actually died giving birth to Edward. Further to the left is Henry’s elder daughter, Mary, and further to the right is his younger daughter, Elizabeth.
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THINK





1  Why do you think Henry VIII asked for his family to be painted as shown in Source 1 towards the end of his life?
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Henry VIII’s Great Matter


Henry VIII was married to his first wife, the Spanish princess Catherine of Aragon, for more than twenty years. Unfortunately, the marriage failed to produce a surviving male HEIR. A tragic series of miscarriages, stillbirths and infant deaths had left just one heir to the throne, a daughter, called Mary. The only historical precedent for this situation did not bode well. The last time England had had a female heir was in the twelfth century. This heir had been named Matilda, the daughter of Henry I. When her father died, her male cousin had taken the throne, triggering long and bloody civil war. At a time when the Tudor dynasty was still relatively new and with civil war within living memory – the Wars of the Roses had only ended in 1485 – Henry saw the situation as a disaster. He convinced himself that his marriage to Catherine was invalid and that God had punished the royal couple for their sin by denying them any surviving sons. Not only this, but Henry also become infatuated with another woman, an unconventional and manipulative lady at the Court named Anne Boleyn. Henry saw the young Anne as the solution to all of his problems, as he had every confidence that she could provide him with a son and heir.


Years and years of diplomatic pressure and bullying failed and the Pope refused to grant Henry the divorce he needed. When Anne fell pregnant, Henry took the drastic step of breaking with Rome and making himself the Supreme Head of the Church of England. This allowed Henry to free himself of his first wife and marry Anne Boleyn as his second. It was imperative that he married Anne before the birth of the child she was carrying so that it would be regarded as a legitimate heir to the throne. Much to Henry’s anger, Anne gave birth to a girl. The baby was born on 7 September 1533 at the Palace of Greenwich and she was named Elizabeth in honour of her two grandmothers. In spite of the setback, an Act of Succession was nevertheless passed that confirmed the baby Elizabeth as the new heir to the throne. The law also declared Henry’s elder daughter, Mary, to be ILLEGITIMATE.
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PROFILE


Elizabeth’s father: King Henry VIII
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•  Born June 1491, the younger son of Henry VII and Elizabeth of York, he became heir to the throne on the death of his older brother, Arthur, in 1502.



•  Became King in 1509, aged seventeen. He was very popular, and regarded as handsome and intellectual when young.



•  Married six times. His wives were Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anne of Cleves, Catherine Howard and Catherine Parr.



•  Had three surviving legitimate children – the future Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I.



•  Broke from Rome in the early 1530s, setting up the Church of England, and dissolved the monasteries in the later 1530s.



•  Had a reputation for laziness, often relying on the work of chief advisors, such as Wolsey and Cromwell.



•  Went to war repeatedly against France and Scotland.



•  Executed many of his close friends and relatives, such as Thomas More, Thomas Cromwell and Margaret Countess of Salisbury, for opposing him. As many as 72,000 people were executed in what has been referred to as a ‘reign of terror’. By the end of his reign, he was a bloated, paranoid tyrant.



•  Died January 1547, aged 55.
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PROFILE


Elizabeth’s mother: Anne Boleyn
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•  Born c.1501, the daughter of Sir Thomas Boleyn and Elizabeth Howard. Related to the English nobility.



•  Lady in waiting at the COURT to Catherine of Aragon.



•  Spent much of her youth in France.



•  Very well educated, Anne had Lutheran (Protestant) sympathies.



•  Began a liaison with Henry in the mid-1520s.



•  Refused to become Henry’s mistress, demanding to be his wife.



•  Charismatic, ambitious, arrogant and manipulative.



•  Became Henry’s second wife. They were married for three years.



•  Had one daughter, Elizabeth.



•  Accused of adultery, TREASON and witchcraft.



•  Executed May 1536.
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The King’s daughter



Henry’s marriage to Anne Boleyn quickly unravelled after the disappointment of the birth of another daughter. In May 1536, when Elizabeth was aged just two and a half, her mother was executed on trumped-up charges of treason, incest, adultery and witchcraft. Elizabeth herself would have no memory of her mother. A Second Act of Succession declared Elizabeth, like her older half-sister, to be illegitimate with no right to inherit the throne. The birth of a male heir the following year to Henry and his third wife, Jane Seymour, seemed to relegate Elizabeth to a position of political irrelevance. As Henry VIII aged, his style of government became more tyrannical. In the late 1530s and early 1540s, many of Elizabeth’s remaining Yorkist cousins were arrested and executed, as the paranoid King felt his position and that of the dynasty to be threatened. Exiled from Court, lonely and isolated from her family, Elizabeth rarely saw her father – meeting him only a few times throughout her life – but this distance only served to strengthen the immense love and admiration she appears to have felt towards him.




[image: ]


SOURCE 2


A portrait of the teenage Elizabeth (attributed to Guillaume Scrots).
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Although lacking a normal family life, Elizabeth was far from alone in these years. She lived with her own household in various royal residences in the country, the most significant being Hatfield in Hertfordshire. Initially, Elizabeth was taught by a governess, Kat Ashley, who became a lifelong friend. Later, despite being a woman, Elizabeth was given a brilliant education and was able to share some of the tutors employed to school her brother. The greatest intellectual influence on Elizabeth was undoubtedly her tutor, the Cambridge scholar Roger Ascham who replaced her previous tutor, William Grindal, when the latter died of plague. Ascham himself revelled in teaching such a conscientious and talented student as Elizabeth, and her love of learning gave her a reputation for seriousness. She was taught to use the modern italic style of handwriting, as favoured by Ascham, that had been developed in Italy during the RENAISSANCE. It contrasted sharply with the ‘secretary hand’ used by most people in England at the time, and it demonstrated how modern and advanced an education she had received. An accomplished linguist, by fourteen she could speak French, Italian, Spanish and Latin fluently, and was able to read Greek. Elizabeth was good at history and enjoyed writing poetry. Nor was Elizabeth just an intellectual. She was musical, athletic – being an accomplished horsewoman and dancer – and was skilled at needlework too.
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publisher is ultimately responsible for the editorial control and quality of this digital book.
Please note that when teaching the AQA GCSE History course, you must refer to

AQA specification as your definitive source of information. While this digital book has been written to
match the specification, it cannot provide complete coverage of every aspect of the course.

A wide range of other useful resources can be found on the relevant subject pages of our
website: www.aga.org.uk.
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