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Get the most from this book


This book will help you revise for the WJEC GCSE History Route A specification, which can be downloaded from the WJEC website www.wjec.co.uk. Follow the links to GCSE History Specification.


This book covers the Depth Studies of Russia in transition, 1905–1924, The USA: a nation of contrasts, 1910–1929 and Germany in transition, c.1919–1947 and the Development Study The development of the USA, 1930–2000.


The exam practice questions are based on the questions in the WJEC specification.


You can use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





1. revised and understood a topic



2. answered the exam practice questions



3. checked your answers online.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. Be a scribbler, make notes as you learn. You will need an exercise book for most of the revision tasks, but you can also write in this book.


Track your progress
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Exam practice


Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Go online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try out the quick quizzes at www.hodderplus.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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Exam tip


Throughout the book there are examiner’s tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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Key issues


Key issues from the specification are listed on the first page of each chapter. You need to have a good knowledge and understanding of these key issues.
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Revision tasks


Use these tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you think about what you are revising. If you do the tasks you will have to use the information in the book. If you use the information you will remember it better. The more you use the information the better you will remember it.
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Key terms


Key terms are highlighted the first time they appear, with an explanation nearby in the margin.
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Introduction


How to revise


There is no single way to revise, but here are some good ideas.


1. Make a revision timetable


For a subject like history, which involves learning large amounts of factual detail, it is essential that you construct a ‘revision plan’:





•  Start early – you should start by looking at the dates of your exams and work backwards to the first date you intend to start revising, probably 6 to 8 weeks before your exam.



•  Be realistic – work out a realistic revision plan to complete your revision; don’t try to do too much. Remember that you have to fit in your history revision alongside your other GCSE subjects. Plan to include breaks to give yourself a rest.



•  Revise regularly – regular, short spells of 40 minutes are better than panicky six-hour slogs until 2a.m.



•  Plan your time carefully – give more revision time to topic areas you find difficult and spend longer on the sections you feel less confident about.



•  Track your progress – keep to your timetable, and use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to tick off each topic as you complete it. Give yourself targets and reward yourself when you have achieved them.





2. Revise actively


Different people revise in different ways and you will have to find the methods which best suit your learning style. Here are some techniques which students have used to help them revise:




[image: ]




How to prepare for the exam


1. Decode the exam question – look for the ‘command’ words


To perform well in the exam, you will have to answer the questions correctly. The key to success is understanding what the question is asking – look for the key command words which will tell you the type of answer you should write.


Common command words and what they mean:






	Explain

	Provide a number of reasons, showing how or why each contributed to the event named in the question.






	Describe

	Provide specific factual detail upon the key issue named in the question.






	
How important …?
How successful …?
How far …?


	Provide a judgement upon the named event/person supported by reasons, explanations and evidence.







2. Look at how the mark schemes work


All your answers on the exam paper will be marked by using a level of response mark scheme. In the low tariff questions (3–4 marks) there will normally be two levels, for the medium tariff questions (5–7 marks) there will be three levels and for the higher tariff questions (8–12 marks) there will be four levels. The more detailed, informed and well reasoned your answer is, the higher up the level of responses you will advance.


A typical level of response mark scheme will look like this:


Level 1: Generalised points, not fully focused upon the topic area being examined; the general points will not be supported by accurate or relevant factual details or examples.


Answers at this level will be very simplistic and contain little factual support.


Level 2: A number of relevant points with some focus upon the question; these points will be supported by accurate factual detail, although the range might be narrow or some points might not be fully developed.


Answers will display good focus, will be supported with relevant detail and demonstrate an argument which goes some way to answering the question.


Level 3: A range of relevant points which clearly address the question and show understanding of the most important factors involved; a clear explanation which is well structured and supported by detailed and accurate factual information.


Answers at this level will be thorough and detailed; they will clearly engage with the question and provide a balanced and reasoned argument that reaches a well-supported judgement.


About the Route A course


You are required to study four units, each having a weighting of 25% towards your final GCSE grade:





•  Unit 1 – a study in depth focusing on source evaluation and historical interpretations. This book covers the following depth studies: The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910–1929 and Germany in Transition, c.1919–1947.



•  Unit 2 – a study in depth focusing on key features and key concepts of history. This book covers the depth study: Russia in Transition, 1905–1924.




•  Unit 3 – an outline study focusing on change and continuity in the twentieth century. This book covers the outline study: The Development of the USA, 1930–2000.




•  Unit 4 – an investigation into an issue of historical debate or controversy.





Units 1–3 are assessed through three written examinations (each being 1 hour 15 minutes); Unit 4 is the controlled assessment which is completed in class.


Unit 1


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding through the evaluation of historical sources and interpretations of the past. You will have to answer all three sections, each testing particular skills.


Section A – Source evaluation / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 1(a) is worth 4 marks and asks you to select and organise information from two sources:
a) What do Sources A and B suggest about…?








    – Pick out at least two points from the sources and use your knowledge to expand upon them.


    – Make sure you refer to both sources in equal measure to produce a balanced answer.








•  Question 1(b) is worth 6 marks and asks you to use source material and your own knowledge to explain a development:
b) Use Source C and your own knowledge to explain why…








    – Pick out at least two details from the source and explain them in your own words.


    – You must demonstrate your own knowledge of this topic by providing at least one additional factor that is not mentioned in the source.








•  Question 1(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the utility of two sources:
c) How useful are Sources D and E to a historian studying…?








    – Look at the content, origin and purpose of both sources:







        • Content – What does the source say?


        • Origin – Who said it? When did they say it?


        • Purpose – Why was it said? Who was it said to and why? Is it biased?







    – Make reference to the usefulness of both sources to the historian – what are the limitations? Has any important information been left out?


    – Remember that a source can be useful even if it is not reliable; what might it be useful for?





Section B – Source evaluation / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 2(a) is worth 4 marks and requires you to demonstrate specific knowledge of a historical event:
a) Describe the…








    – You must identify and describe at least two key features.


    – Only include information that is directly relevant.


    – Be specific; avoid generalised comments.








•  Question 2(b) is worth 6 marks and requires you to explain the reasons for the creation of a primary source at a particular time:
b) Why was Source F produced in…?








    – You must refer to the content of the source, explaining what it shows.


    – Use your knowledge to say what was happening at the time the source was produced.


    – You must make use of the attribution as this can help to identify motive and help explain why the source was produced at that time.








•  Question 2(c) is worth 10 marks and requires you to discuss different historical interpretations:
c) One interpretation is that…How far do you agree with this interpretation?








    – You need to identify which source(s) support the interpretation and which source(s) provide alternative interpretations.


    – You need to discuss the content of the sources and their attributions to help you explain how and why these interpretations have been formed.


    – You need to provide a clear judgement upon the value of the given interpretation.





Section C – Essay writing / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer the essay question in this section.





•  Question 3 is worth 12 marks, with 3 additional marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG). It requires you to evaluate a key development through the construction of a two-sided argument:
To what extent was…?
Was…the most important reason/development…?








    – You need to develop a two-sided answer: discuss the key feature mentioned in the question and follow this by discussing other important factors.


    – Avoid generalised comments: give specific detail and ensure that you cover a range of factors/key issues.


    – Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction, several paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement on the question set.





Unit 2


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding of the key developments in each of the three sections of the course you will have studied. You will have to answer three sections, each testing particular skills.


Section A – Source evaluation and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 1(a) is worth 3 marks and asks you to use source material and your own knowledge to describe an aspect of history:
a) Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe…








    – You must pick out several facts from the source and its caption.


    – You must use your own knowledge of this topic area to expand upon what is shown/said in the source and to provide any relevant additional information.








•  Question 1(b) is worth 6 marks and asks you to explain why something happened during this period:







    b) Explain why …



    – You must aim to give a variety of well-explained reasons.


    – Try to include specific details such as names, dates, events, organisations and activities.


    – Always support your statements with examples.








•  Question 1(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to use source material and your own knowledge to discuss different viewpoints:
c) Why do Sources A and B have different views about…?








    – You must comment on both sources, in each case making reference to the content and the author.


    – Remember to explain why the two sources have different views – the attributions provide the clues to help you identify the reasons for the differing viewpoints.





Section B – Recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 2(a) is worth 4 marks and asks you to use your knowledge to describe a key feature or event:
a) Describe… (or) How did…?








    – You will need to identify and describe at least two key features.


    – Only include information that is directly relevant.


    – Be specific; avoid generalised comments.








•  Question 2(b) is worth 6 marks and asks you to explain why something happened during this period:
b) Explain why… (or) Why did…?








    – You must aim to give a variety of well-explained reasons.


    – Try to include specific details such as names, dates, events, organisations and activities.


    – Always support your statements with examples.








•  Question 2(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to evaluate why a person, event or development was significant, successful or important:
c) How important was…? (or) How successful was…?








    – You must evaluate the importance or significance of the named individual, event or issue.


    – You need to support your observations with specific factual detail.


    – Remember that you need to provide a judgement, giving specific reasons in support.





Section C – Essay writing / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 3(a) is worth 4 marks and asks you to outline the main features of an historical development:
a) Outline briefly…








    – Aim to cover a range of factors/points.


    – Remember to support each factor/point with specific factual detail, avoiding generalised comments.








•  Question 3(b) is worth 12 marks, with 3 additional marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG). It requires you to evaluate a key development through the construction of a two-sided argument:
 b) Has…been the most important development in…? How far did…change…?








    – You need to develop a two-sided answer: discuss the key feature mentioned in the question and follow this by discussing other important factors.


    – Avoid generalised comments: give specific detail and ensure that you cover a range of factors/key issues.


    – Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction, several paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement upon the question set.





Unit 3


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding of the key changes and developments in each of the sections of the course you will have studied.


Section A – Recall and deployment of knowledge / comprehension of sources


Three questions will appear in Section A – you have to answer two. They will each follow a similar format of questions.





•  Question 1(a) is worth 5 marks and asks you to use your knowledge to describe a key feature or development:
a) Describe the… (or) Outline the…








    – You will need to identify and describe at least two key features.


    – Only include information that is directly relevant.


    – Be specific; avoid generalised comments.








•  Question 1(b) is worth 7 marks and asks you to identify change or lack of change, using your own knowledge to place each source into context:
b) Explain why…had changed…








    – You must make direct reference to the content of each source, describing and expanding upon the key points, showing the change that took place.


    – You must provide context by bringing in your own knowledge of this topic area, highlighting the changes and the reasons for those changes.








•  Question 1(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to evaluate why a person, event or development was significant, successful or important:
c) Why was…a turning point? (or) How successful / important was…?








    – You must evaluate the importance or significance of the named individual, event or issue.


    – Make sure you discuss the key word in the question – importance, significance or turning point.


    – Remember that the question requires you to make a judgement and to support it with specific factual detail.





Section B – Essay writing / recall and deployment of knowledge


You are required to answer one essay question from a choice of three: questions 4, 5 or 6.





•  The essay question is worth 12 marks, with 3 additional marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG). It requires you to identify and discuss change and development over time:
How far had…changed/improved between…and the present day?
How important/successful has…been between…and the present day?
Have methods of…always been successful between…and the present day?








    – You must include information from across the whole time period. Do not spend too long on one time period, for example, the 1960s.


    – You must show how things have changed or stayed the same, remembering that some time periods will show a faster pace of change than others – make sure you explain the reasons for this.


    – Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction, several paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement upon the question set.
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Section 1 Russia in transition, 1905–1924


Chapter 1 The causes and impact of the Revolutions of 1917
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Key issues


You will need to demonstrate good knowledge and understanding of the key issues of this period. These are:





•  What were the causes of the revolutions of 1917?



•  What were the main developments during the Bolshevik seizure of power?



•  What were the consequences of the revolutions of 1917?
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1.1 What were the causes of the revolutions of 1917?


Russia in 1905


In 1905 Russia was ruled by Tsar Nicholas II who had absolute power. It was a vast country which covered one-sixth of the world’s surface. This made it difficult to rule and Nicholas faced increasing political, economic and social problems. Russia’s entry in the First World War made these problems worse.
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Key terms


Autocracy – rule by one person who has complete power


Okhrana – the Tsar’s secret police
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The growth of opposition to the rule of the Tsar






•  The character of Tsar Nicholas – he was not a strong ruler and refused to share power, believing that he had been chosen by God to rule; he failed to realise the nature and extent of the growing opposition to Tsarist rule.



•  The influence of Rasputin – after 1907 the Tsar and Tsarina came to rely upon a holy man, Gregory Rasputin, to help control the blood disorder that their son Alexis suffered from; the aristocracy disliked the influence Rasputin exercised over the royal family.



•  The impact of the 1905 revolution – the revolution of 1905 was caused by a combination of long- and short-term causes: increasing economic hardship for both the peasants and industrial workers; the growing desire for political reform, especially from the middle classes; the impact of Russia’s defeat in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904–05; and the events of Bloody Sunday (22 January 1905). On Bloody Sunday a crowd of c.200,000, led by Father Gapon, gathered outside the Winter Palace. The crowd were calling for better working conditions but soldiers opened fire on them killing hundreds. This was followed by a wave of strikes, demonstrations and uprisings across Russia causing the Tsar to respond by issuing the October Manifesto which promised freedom of speech, an end to censorship and the calling of a Duma.



•  Stolypin’s policies of ‘Repression and Reform’ – Nicholas appointed a hardline politician, Peter Stolypin, to reverse the October Manifesto and reduce the power of the Duma.







    •  Repression – Stolypin cracked down on discontent by setting up special courts to try critics; thousands were sent to prison camps in Siberia or were hanged.


    •  Reform – Stolypin introduced reforms in an attempt to win support: peasants were allowed to buy land; educational provision was improved; a social security scheme was set up; the building of factories was encouraged and conditions in the armed forces were improved. Stolypin’s assassination in 1911 ended this reform programme.








•  The failure of the Dumas – Nicholas quickly took action to reduce the power of the Duma; the four Dumas elected between 1906 and 1914 had little influence, a factor that fuelled opposition.



•  Industrial unrest – rapid industrialisation had created poor living and working conditions and resulted in a wave of strikes, one of the largest being in the Lena goldfields in 1912; strikes became more and more common before 1914.



•  Growth of political opposition – after the 1905 revolution political parties became legal and they increasingly demanded change in the way Russia was governed. The main parties were:
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Key terms


Bloody Sunday – the day in January 1905 when a group of peaceful demonstrators standing outside the Winter Palace in St Petersburg were fired upon by the Tsar’s soldiers


October Manifesto – issued by Tsar Nicholas in 1905 it promised constitutional reform


Duma – a representative assembly that the Tsar consulted, but which had little power


Mensheviks – believed in a mass party in which power was spread among as many members as possible; they were prepared for gradual change


Bolsheviks – believed that a small party elite should organise and force a revolution
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	Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs)

	Formed in 1901, they aimed to seize power by revolution and wanted the land to be taken from the wealthy landowners and given to the peasants; Alexander Kerensky eventually led the SRs.






	Social Democratic Party

	
Formed in 1898, the party followed the teaching of Karl Marx and aimed to use a revolution to bring about a communist system of government; in 1903 the party split into two:





•  the Mensheviks, led by Julius Martov and Leon Trotsky



•  the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin.










	The Liberals

	
Mostly from the middle classes, the Liberals wanted to bring about peaceful political change; they wanted a democratic system in which the Tsar shared power with an elected Duma; after 1905 they split into two groups:





•  the Octobrists, led by Alexander Guchkov, who were moderate and were satisfied by the promises made by the Tsar in the October Manifesto



•  the Constitutional Democrats (Cadets), led by Paul Milyukov, who wanted to push for further constitutional change.











[image: ]






Revision task


Make a copy of the following table. Use your knowledge of this section to explain how each of the following factors led to the growth of political opposition within Russia.






	 

	How they contributed to the growth of political opposition within Russia






	Autocratic rule of the Tsar

	 






	Industrialisation

	 






	Legalisation of political parties
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Russia’s military experience in the First World War



In 1914 Russia entered the war on the side of Britain and France against Germany and Austria-Hungary. The war did not go well for Russia and by the end of 1916 she had suffered defeat after defeat:





•  26–29 August 1914 – Battle of Tannenberg: the Russian army was overwhelmed by German forces; 70,000 soldiers were killed and wounded, 50,000 taken prisoner.



•  5–9 September 1914 – Battle of Masurian Lakes: German army defeated the Russian forces; 100,000 Russians killed or wounded.



•  May 1915 – joint Austro-German forces pushed the Russians back and by the end of 1915, Germany and Austria-Hungary controlled 13 per cent of the Russian population (16 million people).



•  August 1915 – Tsar Nicholas moved to the front line to take personal command of Russian forces.



•  June 1916 – Russian counter-attack (the Brusilov Offensive) regained land lost in 1915.



•  Winter 1916–17 – the Germans were able to stop the advance and push the Russians back; all gains from the Brusilov Offensive were lost.





Why did Russia suffer so many defeats?


The main reasons were:





•  poor leadership of the generals: they were overconfident, proved to be incompetent and used outdated tactics



•  poor leadership of the Tsar: he lacked military experience and was blamed for the many defeats



•  weak infrastructure: poor roads and an inadequate railway system meant that essential supplies could not reach the front line



•  a lack of supplies and equipment: many soldiers had to share weapons and they were short of bullets, boots, winter coats and medical supplies.





The effects of the war upon Russia





•  Continued news of military defeats and hardship at the front lowered morale and caused increasing numbers of soldiers to desert.



•  The Russian economy was badly affected; inflation rose sharply; there was a shortage of peasants to work the land and workers to staff the factories; production levels fell and resulted in shortages of food and fuel; rationing only added to the growing discontent.



•  The severe winter of 1916–17 caused further hardship with temperatures falling below –30oC.



•  The decision of the Tsar to move to the front and leave the running of the country in the hands of his wife, the Tsarina Alexandra, only increased opposition to the royal family; she dismissed capable ministers and refused to accept the advice of the Duma; her increasing reliance upon Rasputin for guidance together with her German background made her more and more unpopular.



•  There was growing social misery in the towns and cities due to low wages and rising prices; a poor transport system worsened food and fuel shortages; discontent was mounting.



•  The murder of Rasputin in December 1916 did not end the discontent and support for the Tsar continued to diminish.



•  By the end of 1916 Russia was in a chaotic state; in Petrograd there were strikes and people began to demand food.
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Revision task


‘Russia’s poor performance in the First World War was the reason for growing unrest across the country.’ How far do you agree with this statement? Copy and complete the table below:






	Arguments in favour

	Arguments against
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Exam practice
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Source A: A cartoon of 1917 showing Tsar Nicholas and Tsarina Alexandra sitting on the knee of Gregory Rasputin
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Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe Rasputin’s influence over the Russian royal family.


[3 marks]


Answers online
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Exam tip


In this type of question you need to use information from the source and add your own knowledge to provide historical context. In this instance the source suggests that Rasputin had control over the Russian royal family and he was able to manipulate them. From your knowledge you could add that the royal family respected him because he was able to control the blood disorder of their son, Alexis.
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first letters of each item to make

up a complete word, or you can
use those letters to make up a new
phrase which is easier to remember.
For example, LAMB on page 62 wil
remind you of the terms of the
Treaty of Versailles: Land,

Army, Money, Blame.

Make summaries of information
For each key topic make

summary lists on one side of A4 or
on “crib cards’, using bullet points,
highlighting important

revision points.
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Difficult to govern
Russia was a vast country and its
population of 130 million was made

up of over 20 different ethnic groups.

Emerging economy
Agriculture — backward farming
methods resulted in low crop yields.
Industry — Russia was undergoing
industrialisation but undeveloped
roads and railways hindered growth.

Divided society

Main
features of
Russian
politics,
economy
and society

Russian society was divided by a rigid class system:

Power of the Tsar

Russia was an autocracy. All power
was in the hands of the Tsar. The
Okhrana suppressed all opposition.

Power of the Orthodox Church
The Church was wealthy and
conservative. It exercised a powerful
influence in Russian society. It
supported the Tsar.

Avristocracy (rich landowners) — comprised 1 per cent of the population but owned one-quarter

of all the land. They were very rich.

Middle class (e.g. bankers, merchants, factory owners) - were beginning to emerge helped by

developments in industry.

Working class

~ peasanits accounted for 80 per cent of the population; they lived in poor conditions

and had a low life expectancy.

— industrial workers: many peasants had moved to the towns to work in the new
factories; they lived in over-crowded slums and worked long hours for low wages.
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1.1
12
13

21
22
23

3.1

The causes and impact of the Revolutions of 191

What were the causes of the revolutions of 1917

What were the main developments during the Bolshevik seizure of power?....15

What were the consequences of the revolutions of 19177 ...

The causes and impact of the Civil War, 1918-1921....

What were the principal causes of the Civil War?..

What were the main developments during the Civil War?...
Why were the Reds able to win the Civil War?..

The development of the Communist state, 1921-1924
Why did Lenin introduce the New Economic Policy and how






