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            Purpose Awakening is dedicated to my three miracles who motivate every good thing I do. Ren, Teya, and Isaiah—I love you and here’s to you!
            

         

      

	

    
	
		
         
            Part I

            THE YOU 
BEFORE YOU
            

         

      

	

    
	
		
         
            Chapter 1

            YOU WERE AN EPIC IDEA BEFORE YOU WERE BORN
            

         

         Chances are if you picked up this book based on the title and are reading these words, you’re likely someone who has already begun to question what the purpose of your life is. You’ve probably read books, been to seminars, and even had someone stand in front of you—all smiles—making purpose-finding seem so easy. But even after you’ve tried those things, you’re more than likely still in the same place at the end of the day, saying, “When is it really going to happen for me?” You’re serious about doing whatever it takes to find your purpose, but up to this point you haven’t discovered the meaning of your life.
         

         If this is you, I’d like for you to consider something. What if the reason you haven’t found your purpose has to do with the way you’ve gone about looking for it? Maybe you’ve been taught, like so many others, that in order to discover your purpose in life, you have to take into account: (1) what you currently like, (2) what you are currently motivated by, or (3) what you presently feel. Perhaps you’ve been led to believe that somehow there were clues to discovering your purpose in each of these.

         What if I told you that your purpose may not have anything to do with those things or what you are currently inclined to do? What if I told you that finding your purpose is really about discovering the thought that was in God’s mind before you were born? A thought so amazing, it was His sole inspiration for bringing you forth. When you discover this thought, you will have found your purpose.

         The Before

         
            “Before I formed you in your mother’s womb, I knew you.” (see Jeremiah 1:5)

         

         When it comes to discovering your purpose, it’s important that you understand from the onset that the plan of you predated the birth of you. You began as a brilliant thought in the mind of God. This thought was so profound that it alone motivated Him to bring you into this world. When He thought about you, who you would become, and what you would do, He smiled within Himself and said, “Now that’s good!”
         

         Everything in life has a before. It all has to start somewhere. This is even evident in all areas of science. If you think about it, to progress forward in science is really to look back with more precision. Science teaches us that in order to understand what presently is, we must attempt to look back and discover what was. As knowledge in science increases, we come to understand what took place in the before and why.
         

         Just as the world has a before, so do you. We often get so preoccupied with the here and now that we fail to consider that our life has a before. It’s in this realm of the before that we find the plan for our life—the blueprint, and the schematic containing everything that is, was, and will ever be. As we lay hold of these plans, it enables us to skillfully navigate the here and now.
         

         Before the Before

         At the beginning of everything that is, was, and will ever be is God, the embodiment of flawless brilliance. The Creator, being motivated by a passion to extend His essence to an unformed world, does so with meticulous detail. He created the world we now see, and the pinnacle of that creation is you! God is the ultimate craftsman. He has shaped each of us with a precision that transcends anything that can be found. Nothing about you was created in vain or lacks significance. You have been designed with perfect intentionality.

         David says it best in one of his Psalms:

         
            You formed the whole of me, inward and out. I am awesomely and wonderfully created. Your creations are spectacular. You skillfully designed me. You saw the essence of me before I was formed. Before I existed, all of my days were written in Your book. (see Psalm 139:13–16 NIV)
            

         

         Not only did God fashion you, but He knows you more intimately than anyone else.

         Although the two of you may have yet to be introduced, you are no stranger to God. The One who formed you is perfectly acquainted with all that you are, all that you were, and all that you will ever be.

         God is intimately acquainted with the idea of you that predated you. After all, it was His idea to begin with. God has seen your beginning, He has seen your middle, and He has seen your end. He knows your life inside and out.
         

         It’s kind of like people who become huge fans of a celebrity. This type of fan knows all about the person they admire. They know where she shops, what she wears, what she drives—even down to what she likes for breakfast. They are into all the details of that celebrity’s life. They follow her childhood, they know about past relationships, schools she attended, and the list goes on. Sometimes these fans know more about the celebrity than even her closest confidantes. This level of knowledge and familiarity creates an intimacy, even though in this case the celebrity doesn’t know the fans. Believe it or not, it’s the same thing between God and us. Even when we don’t know God, He knows us. He is our biggest fan. He knows every strand of hair on our head, He knows our entire story, and He longs for the day that we awaken to His friendship.

         Not only does God know you, but as the earlier passage points out—He has ordained you. To be ordained means to be divinely designed for something. When God ordains something, He is exercising His divine prerogative to bring about what He desires. Everything God ordains, Heaven backs up. That thing you’ve been ordained for is guaranteed to work—if you do it. It is your unique shape that is distinct from any other shape on the planet. There’s a space in the universe that fits you perfectly. It’s your divine DNA strand. It is your eternal fingerprint. “This is going to work!” God exclaims as He puts the final touch on your design. As a matter of fact, it’s the only thing that will work, anyplace, anytime, for all your days. This is the It Factor concerning you. This is the thing that sets you apart from everyone else. This is your calling card. This is your uniqueness. This is Heaven’s interpretation of you. And in your unique identity, there is provision and divine resources. All of creation is waiting for you to find your purpose and live it out. Discovering what you have been ordained for opens up the resources of the universe to you. If God ordained it, there is nothing that can stop it. It has to happen. It must work. It will work. And that is why you must find it.
         

      

	

    
	
		
         
            Chapter 2

            LOST IN TRANSLATION
            

         

         Purpose is a very powerful, yet mysterious, concept. It’s the underlying question we all have deep down inside. There are no easy answers to the question of purpose, and it will never be a “quick fix” in life. It’s so much more than that. Discovering your purpose is everything.
         

         It’s not my intention to sell you a pipe dream or prescribe a five-step guide to discovering your purpose. I am not interested in taking you on a ride that leads you nowhere. We get enough of that in life already. Pay close attention to these next three words: purpose isn’t easy. Purpose will challenge you. It often requires letting go of former ways of thinking. There may be ways you’ve felt about yourself that you’re going to have to change. There may be things you’ve come to learn about life that you are going to have to unlearn. There may even be ideas you’ve had about God that are going to get challenged. The truth is, discovering your purpose may cost you everything. But it’ll be worth it. Whatever you have to go through, whatever you have to give up, and whatever ideas you have to cast aside won’t compare to the life you’ll experience when you find out what you’re here for.

         Now, this chapter gets a little deep, so you’re going to have to stay with me. If you stick with it through the end, insights about your purpose will open up like never before. All right—let’s go for it!

         The easiest way for me to illustrate the concept of purpose is to bring you into a dream.

         Imagine you go to sleep at night just like any other night. But tonight your dream-life takes you on an unexpected journey that will change your life forever. In your sleep you’re taken on a high-speed ascent, higher and higher until it seems like it will never end. Just when you think you can’t go any higher, you burst through a clear film and immediately come to an abrupt stop. On the other side of this film, you find yourself in an atmosphere of overwhelming peace, calm bliss, and an awakening like you’ve never experienced before. You have literally broken through, from one plane to the next, and have transcended into an entirely new realm. In an instant your mind is opened. Your state of awareness becomes a profound knowing. With this knowing you find yourself reconnected to something that you had lost. But before this encounter you didn’t even know that what you found had been missing. After this moment of absolute peace, joy, and clarity, you feel yourself being grounded back to earth again, and suddenly you wake up. Now, in your real life, you wake up enlightened, empowered, and radically changed forever. Where there were countless questions before, now there are none. You feel whole and complete. You have a clear understanding of why you’re here and what you’re supposed to do in life.
         

         This is a dream I actually had that awakened me to my purpose and changed my life forever. But I’ve found that my dream wasn’t just about me. It was also about helping others come into their own awakening.

         Let’s look at the dream again. Remember that part when you broke through the film and immediately were reconnected to something you had lost, but didn’t know it was lost until you found it? Well, what had been lost but later found was purpose. When you broke through the film after your high-speed ascent, the new realm you entered into was the before. This is where the original thought about your life was conceived.
         

         Before you were born, you were in perfect union with God’s idea of you. This means that the discovery of purpose is actually a reuniting between you and your purpose. That’s why, as the dream illustrates, once you and your purpose were reconnected, everything made sense, and all of the mystery surrounding your existence disappeared. The truth is, all the answers to every question about your life are contained in the knowledge of your purpose, which is found in the before.
         

         When I experienced this breakthrough for myself, a newfound confidence emerged. I came to realize that everything around me has meaning, and now nothing is irrelevant. I’m inspired in every moment of every day because I know there’s a connection between my present circumstance and my purpose in life.

         Understanding the Two Realms

         Finding purpose is about getting back to that place where you and purpose were one. When God says, “Before I formed you in your mother’s womb I knew you,” He speaks of two different realms; the before realm and the present realm. The before realm is the eternal, invisible, timeless realm. This is the realm where creation exists, but only in thought-form. The present realm is the visible realm of creation in physical-form after the thought has been manifest. Creation in physical-form is the world we live in. Here we can actually see and touch the things that are around us. It’s important to understand that our visible world first began in the invisible realm.
         

         Scripture illustrates this point when it says,

         
            By faith we understand that the worlds were created by the word of God, so that the things we now see were made by things we cannot see. (see Hebrews 11:3)

         

         The things we see in our world today were created by things we don’t see. This passage confirms that there are two realms that each play an essential part in the process of creation. The invisible realm, where creation begins, and the visible realm, where creation materializes.
         

         
            Purpose gets misplaced in the process of our translation from existing solely in thought-form to being manifest into physical-form.

         

         Let’s understand this process of translation. First, we know that everything begins as a thought in God’s mind in the invisible realm. This thought determines the what and the why of what is being created. When you are a thought in God’s mind before you are born, He knows the cause of your life and who you will be. His idea concerning you is your purpose. It’s the epic idea that motivated your birth.
         

         This means that all of our lives began as a purpose. When God looks at you He sees His purpose for creating you. He doesn’t just see you as your name or your job or how others may look at you. From God’s perspective, there’s more to each of us than our credits, résumé, or our birth name. He sees His epic idea, which is the sum total of who we’ll become in life, and refers to us accordingly. Our truest identity is our purpose.

         The Geography of Purpose

         Although our purpose began in the heavens, it was always intended to be carried out on the earth. In order for this to take place, we, at some point, had to take on a physical form. The translation that causes our birth is a process in which a physical form is “put around” our invisible purpose, allowing us to enter into this physical world and accomplish what we were designed to do. This is the process where our purpose gets misplaced.
         

         Here’s why…

         Before we were born, we were solely connected to purpose in thought-form. In the before realm there was no physical world to compete with our awareness of our purpose. Our purpose got lost in translation because once we were born we began to connect more to the physical world by our physical senses. The five senses (sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell) limit us because they only connect us to the things that exist in the physical realm, not in the invisible realm where purpose is clear.
         

         The physical world is a catch-22. On one hand it’s the stage where our purpose must be played out. On the other hand it’s an environment that often distracts us from the very reason we were brought here in the first place.

         Remember, the knowledge of purpose is found in the before. This is where faith comes in. Faith allows us to see beyond the physical world and into the invisible one. It’s like a sixth sense that transcends the natural realm and allows us to see into the spiritual realm where purpose began.
         

         Rediscovering Purpose

         Somehow, we’ve come to believe that purpose is something we must discover for the very first time. The truth is, we don’t really discover purpose, we are awakened to it. It’s always been there.

         
            It’s not really purpose that gets lost in translation, but our awareness of it.
            

         

         The fact is, purpose has never gone anywhere. It’s been with us since the inception of the idea of us. We may have been lost to it, but it has never been lost to us. In fact, the One who gave us our purpose has hidden the knowledge of it deep down in the heart of each of us.
         

         Solomon illustrates this point masterfully.

         
            I have seen the God-given task with which we are to be occupied. God has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in our hearts. (see Ecclesiastes 3:10–11)

         

         There are three main ideas about purpose within this passage. The first idea is that God has placed our purpose in our hearts. In this verse God is describing our purpose as eternity. He’s referring to the entirety of our lives and how our past, present, and future all come together to fulfill the epic idea for which we were born. He places purpose within our hearts to be His access point to us, similar to a homing device just waiting to be awakened. God did not invest His epic idea in us unwisely. His commitment to instill purpose into the very fabric of our hearts is His guarantee, that no matter how lost we may get, we’ll always have a way back to His epic idea for us.
         

         The second idea seen in the passage is that God challenges each of us with the task of discovering what that purpose is. There will always be nagging questions inside of us: What is my purpose in life? Why am I here? Am I living out the life I’m supposed to live? Am I doing the thing I was born to do? Is this my destiny? And even those people who don’t realize they are asking purpose-related questions will ask, Am I doing what’s right or am I missing something? Until you know what your purpose is, these questions will be endless. It’s every person’s duty to find out why they are alive.
         

         Lastly, the most encouraging part of this verse is when God says, “He made everything beautiful in its time.” This means that the fulfillment of “making everything beautiful” takes time. It’s not something that happens overnight. As a matter of fact the epic idea itself spans your entire lifetime. When God says, “Before I formed you in your mother’s womb I knew you,” He’s speaking of knowing the entirety of you and all your days. This is how He sees you. Not only by who you are at five years old, thirty-five years old, or seventy years old, but His definition of you is the entirety of you. Knowing that everything is beautiful in its time is an encouragement to all of us. Even if we haven’t discovered our purpose yet or don’t know how one scene in our life connects to another, in the grand scheme of things everything will be made beautiful. The epic idea concerning you is a masterpiece. Once all has been discovered, realized, and carried out, the end result is everything God intended for you.
         

         The Spiritual Birth

         There is one last point here that I think is very important. This point was made in the dream at the beginning of this chapter. Remember the part when we ascended upward and finally broke through the film that brought us into this new atmosphere of overwhelming peace? Breaking through that film resembled the process of the water breaking in a natural birth. This is a significant parallel to understanding the process of discovering purpose.

         Think about the process of your creation. It begins with the thought in God’s mind concerning you, then leads to God placing you in your mother’s womb, and finally results in you being born into this physical world. This is the natural birth. It begins in the spiritual and is born into the natural. However, there is a second type of birth that must occur in order to awaken you to purpose. This birth begins in the natural, but then awakens you to the spiritual. It’s like a birth in reverse. This is illustrated in the dream when we broke through the film on our upward ascent into a new realm of awareness. This is the spiritual birth. It is critical because it brings you back into the awareness of the before realm, where you and purpose were perfectly one. Even Jesus spoke of this as the Scripture records Him telling us to be “born of the spirit” (see John 3:5–8).
         

         Everyone discovering purpose will experience not only a natural birth but also this spiritual birth. I’ll explain this spiritual birth in more detail later; however, it ultimately happens as a result of a person’s authentic hunger for God and His plans for their life. If you haven’t experienced it yet, at the perfect time, God will draw you to receive this amazing gift.

         This is the beginning of your purpose awakening. It positions you to perceive specific instructions about your purpose and allows you to participate in walking out God’s epic plan for your life.

      

	

    
	
		 
         
            Chapter 3
 
            THE BOOK OF YOU
            

         
 
         No one goes to a movie just to see the end. In fact, you don’t even think about the ending of a movie until it draws near. What makes a movie exciting is what you experience while you’re watching it. You get into the characters, you enjoy the storyline, the challenges and obstacles keep you interested, and most of us appreciate a triumphant conclusion.
         
 
         Similarly, you don’t read a book just for the end. You read a book for the journey. What makes a book great is when its story stimulates you and keeps your interest. The story of your life is no different. Just like there is an awesome idea concerning your life, there is an equally awesome story to go along with it.
 
         There are Scriptures that tell us that all of our days have already been written. One passage brilliantly illustrates this idea by capturing its essence within the lyrics of this song of David.
 
         
            Your eyes saw my substance before it was formed. And in your book all the days fashioned for me were written, when as yet there were none of them. (see Psalm 139:16)

         
 
         In the before realm there is a book that contains every detail of your life. This book is God’s master plan for fulfilling His epic idea for you. He didn’t leave you here without instructions to guide you, but it’s your job to find your book, read it, and apply it to your life. This will keep you from a lifestyle of randomness, and instead, you’ll experience a fulfilled life with the satisfaction of being in purpose.
         
 
         One awesome thing about your book is that it’s a success story. It contains the winning formulas for your life. God is the author, and He has made you the hero of the story. Your book is fail-proof and was written for you to prosper. God said Himself,
         
 
         
            “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11 NIV)
            

         
 
         Your story is already written, your stage has been set, and the intentions for you are good. The only thing left for you to do is find your book, read it, and apply it.
 
         Finding Your Book
 
         Every book ever written came from the mind of its author. The thoughts of the author were then written out to create the book. The Book of You is the story that God specifically wrote for your life. The only difference is, God doesn’t write your book on paper; it’s written in His thoughts. Therefore, in order to discover your story, you must tap into the mind of God.
         
 
         Now you might be thinking, “Wait a minute, isn’t this close to blasphemy? Can a human being really know the brilliant mind of the all-knowing God?” That’s exactly what I’m saying. According to Scripture, the answer is yes.
 
         
            God reveals to us through His Spirit. Now, we have received the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. (see 1 Corinthians 2:10, 12)

         
 
         This verse lets us know that the primary role of the Spirit is to reveal the things that God has written for our lives. When we enter into relationship with God, the first thing we receive is His Spirit. It is His Spirit that remains with us forever, leading and guiding us into all truth in every circumstance and season.
 
         The Spirit of God is what gives us the unique ability to hear God’s voice. For some, the whole idea of hearing God’s voice is a mysterious thing. Many people live their entire lives thinking God never talks to them. This is far from the truth. The fact is God speaks to us all the time. We just have to learn how to recognize His voice.
 
         What I’ve discovered is that hearing God’s voice is a natural part of us. We experience it throughout our entire life. It’s just that we often call it something else. Sometimes we call it intuition, sometimes we call it our conscience, and other times we just call it a “knowing.” It’s so much a part of the fabric of our existence that it just is. When we connect that “knowing” to the fact that it’s God’s voice, we can then apply His instructions with confidence. As we do this consistently we build a healthy relationship with the voice of God.
         
 
         Although there are many people who are experiencing a healthy relationship with the voice of God, I’ve also found that there are others who are more inclined to fall into one of these three categories: (1) those who hear from God but don’t know they hear from Him, (2) those who hear from God but question whether or not they heard from Him, and (3) those who hear from God but don’t want to hear from Him. Those who don’t want to hear from Him usually are those that lack an understanding of the character and person of God.
         
 
         The most misunderstood and largely misrepresented person in the whole universe is God Himself. I have a standing joke among my friends and congregation that God has the worst PR ever.
 
         God is often perceived as one who wants to take away your freedom, keep you from having fun, and make you the most boring person on the planet. There is nothing farther from the truth. I learned this for myself when I surrendered to God’s voice for my own life. I now live the most exhilarating, adventurous, and liberated life that a person could live. I’ve never been happier, I’ve never known more joy, and I feel no sense of loss whatsoever—only tremendous gain.
 
         Yet when most people think of the word surrender they envision something completely different. They see themselves giving up freedom and personal liberties. Take for example what happens when people surrender to the authorities. They are taken into custody, locked up, and have their freedoms restricted. This is the exact opposite of what happens when we surrender to God’s voice for our lives. When we do so, we surrender into liberty, freedom, and a life of open doors and endless possibilities.
         
 
         God doesn’t have a hidden agenda. He makes it very clear that His ultimate desire is to see all of His children succeed. There’s no other reason for God to be in our lives. His commitment to us is indescribable. He blesses us, He protects us, and He guides us. He wants to see us whole in every way. Our challenge, however, is to trust Him enough to allow Him to be the captain of our ship.
 
         God doesn’t want to restrict us. His purpose is to free us. He wants to show us infinite possibilities. When we follow God’s voice, it unlocks our potential, unfolds our destiny, and allows us to realize His epic plan for our life.
 
         
            Finding the Book of You is about finding the voice of God.
            

         
 
         God Speaks to Everyone
 
         There are people today that believe God has never spoken to them and feel they have never heard His voice. There’s nothing that God wants more for us than to know that He speaks to us. On the other hand, there’s nothing that doubt wants more than to convince us that God doesn’t.
         
 
         Think about this. God gave us eyes that allow us to see His majesty in creation, ears to hear sounds and melodies that stir our hearts and souls, and mouths to taste fine foods of the earth that delight the heart. This all communicates that God is consumed with us. When we consider the great lengths He goes through to reveal His splendor to us, it becomes unfathomable to think that He would decide not to speak to us.
 
         Just look around and you’ll see His majesty in a sunset, a sunrise, all the beauty on dry land, and all the treasures of the sea. These creations reveal God’s fingerprints on everything around us. He is so infatuated with us and so longs for us to know Him that He puts a reflection of Himself in every part of creation. When you consider all of this, it is impossible to believe that He would have us live our entire lives without saying anything to us.
 
         Just because we feel that God has never spoken to us doesn’t mean He hasn’t. It’s just a matter of recognizing His voice and learning the ways He communicates with us.
         
 
         Your “Inner-Knower”
 
         Everyone has what I like to call an “inner-knower.” This is your organ of perception. Just as we have organs that cause our physical body to function properly in the physical world, God has given us a spiritual organ that allows our spiritual body to function properly and perceive spiritual truths. Your organ of perception is what connects you to God’s voice.
         
 
         All of us have it, but we must recognize it, develop it, and utilize it or it will lay dormant. Too many people live their entire lives full of unrealized potential because their organ of perception is ignored.
 
         This spiritual organ is your built-in discerner of God’s voice. Check out this eye-opening passage on the subject:
 
         
            Those who are mature, and who by reason of use, have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (see Hebrews 5:14)

         
 
         The first thing I’ll point out here is the root meaning of the word translated as senses in the passage. It comes from the ancient Greek word aistheterion (a-hee-shtay-tay′-ree-on). The literal translation of this word is “organ of perception.” This word has only been used one time in the entire Bible. I believe this speaks to the unique and rare nature of our organ of perception.
         
 
         As we look further in the passage we see a connection being made between our organ of perception and spiritual maturity. This is because discerning God’s voice requires a commitment to spiritual growth. Confidently perceiving God’s voice clearly doesn’t happen overnight or by mistake. It requires effort and intentionality. It’s a process that doesn’t come cheap, and it shouldn’t—it’s an endowment to be cherished. We’re talking about divine intelligence here. With just one word, God can release revelation and knowledge that give us keys to unlock amazing things in our lives.
 
         Sometimes what is holding a person back is their inability to unlock the mystery in a situation that is hindering them. Often the greatest source of frustration in life isn’t a particular problem, it’s our inability to understand it and solve it. It’s in these moments when God’s voice becomes the problem-solver. There are times where we may feel stuck and unable to progress, but when His word is spoken to us, it becomes the key that unlocks that scenario and allows us to move on to the next level in life. That’s why knowing that we have access to God’s voice gives us confidence and assurance. It means that no matter what circumstance we find ourselves in, all we have to do is find His voice and He will give us the best advice on what to do next.
 
         Discerning God’s Voice
 
         The first step to discerning God’s voice is the commitment to the idea that you can. As I mentioned earlier, there is nothing that God wants you to believe more than that He speaks to you. At the same time there’s nothing doubt wants more than to get you to believe that He doesn’t. You can hear from God, but you have to overcome the thought in your mind that tells you that you can’t.
         
 
         There’s a passage that says, “As a man thinks in his heart, so is he” (see Prov. 23:7). In order to be a discerner of the voice of God, you are going to have to become a thought-regulator. God’s voice will always have to compete with other thoughts and ideas that will attempt to bombard your mind. To be a successful discerner of God’s voice you will have to develop a lifestyle of fighting against every other competing thought. Now right here is where you might ask the question, “Well, if I have all these competing thoughts, how do I know which one is God’s voice? How do I know it’s not my own thought? How do I know it’s not doubt speaking? How can I decipher between the voices?”
 
         The answer is simple. You have the organ of perception. God has placed within you the ability to perceive His distinct voice. He’s made this promise very clear in Scripture.
         
 
         
            My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. (John 10:27)

         
 
         You will always have a way to connect to the voice of God. You just have to be diligent in silencing the other thoughts.
 
         Fine-Tuning Your Hearing
 
         Growing in your ability to discern God’s voice happens through the process of trial and error. There will be times when God speaks to you, yet you are uncertain about whether or not you heard properly. Depending on how you respond to what you hear will determine the outcome. If you hear properly and follow accordingly, you will experience a favorable outcome. At other times you may be unclear or fail to heed the message. In this instance the outcome can be less than what you would desire. These outcomes become God’s training ground that teaches you how to best discern and follow His voice. Ultimately, sharpening your ability to perceive God’s voice happens after countless times of hearing it, responding to it, observing the outcomes, and adjusting accordingly.
 
         I recall a time when I first started my church and God spoke an unusual instruction to me. At the time, the church was only two years old and had grown to become a whopping thirty-member megachurch! We were located in the greater Los Angeles area when God spoke to me and told me to uproot from that region. The only problem was all of my members lived and worked there. The new area was in a completely different part of town, where most of my members almost never visited. If there was ever a time for selective hearing, this was it. I sat on this information for a while until I recognized that God’s instruction wasn’t going anywhere. I wasn’t getting past “Go” unless I did what He said. In every place I turned and in every conversation I had, I could hear the voice of God reminding me of what He was asking me to do. Finally after a couple of months, I preached a sermon about how all of us need to step out in faith. After the sermon was over, I conveniently introduced my intentions to move the congregation out of the area. You could hear a pin drop. I’m a pretty fiery speaker, and I’m used to getting a lot of “amens” and “hallelujahs.” On that day, all I heard was crickets. Nevertheless a huge burden had been lifted off of my shoulders. I knew no matter how difficult the decision was, it was the right thing to do because God told me to do it. I stepped out in faith, and the fruit of that decision was an enormous growth in our membership and the ability to reach far beyond what I could have ever expected.
 
         All this happened as a result of making one decision to follow one instruction I was able to hear because I tapped into God’s voice. In addition to learning how important it is to hear God’s voice and follow it, I also realized that God’s plans for us are so beyond what we can see for ourselves. If we are willing to relinquish our own dream, trusting that God’s dream is bigger, He will show us things that are far beyond what we can ask for or even imagine.
 
         Lastly, I want to point out that there are numerous ways your organ of perception can tap into God’s voice. God has placed His voice in many things that are all around you. God has a million ways to speak to you. I have even experienced God’s voice coming to me through the saying of a three-year-old child. When we are able to recognize God’s voice in whatever channel He chooses, and are committed to following that instruction, we will then experience a fruitful existence of success and fulfillment as we seek out His epic plan for our life.
 
      

	

OEBPS/images/9781455548385_title_online.png
PURPOSE
AWAKENING

Discover the Epic ldea That Motivated
Your Birth

TOURE ROBERTS

) _ 2
Gl
?Z):méo

New York Boston Nashville





OEBPS/images/9781455548385_online.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781455548385_cover_epub.jpg





