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Chapter 1

In 1666 London was already a big city. Half a million people lived there, and it had grown out beyond the old city walls.
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The summer of 1666 was very dry. Londoners were working as usual. But it was so hot, and the streets were filthy.
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Tall wooden houses made the narrow lanes airless and dark. There was almost no room for the carts to pass through.

“Oi, look what you’re doing!” cried a raker. “We don’t want the plague back this summer!”
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