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When you invest time each day in your relationship with the Father, you will see great results. In the LIFE IN THE WORD DEVOTIONAL, bestselling author Joyce Meyer shares her personal insights and favorite Scriptures to strengthen you to face the day. Take the time to energize, encourage and refresh yourself spiritually with her brief teachings as you learn how to keep your joy and peace in the midst of obstacles and frustrations.
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Introduction


Joyce Meyer’s life serves as an example of the magnitude of God’s capability to fulfill His plan in our lives no matter how unlikely the possibility may seem. In this book you can learn how to experience the same type of victory in your life that Joyce Meyer has experienced in hers. You will glean from the knowledge she has gained of God and His Word on her God-led journey from “ashes” to “beauty” as you read these devotions covering a wide variety of subjects.


Joyce teaches that progress is made as we consistently keep doing what we know to do in God. By reading and applying one devotion in this book at a time on a regular basis, God will use these scripturally based teachings to show Himself to you. He will show you how much He loves you and wants you to learn how to open yourself up to receive all the blessings He has for you.


God wants you to have the type of life He sent Jesus to provide for those who will believe in Him and receive it. Jesus said, …I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows) (John 10:10).


As you spend time with God, you can know that He is working to bring the changes you desire in your life. Begin walking on the path, in the plan, God has for you today!


— The Publisher


God's Love and Presence



God Loves You!


For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.


— JOHN 3:16


John 3:16 tells us that God so loved the world that He gave His only Son as a sacrifice for it.


God loves you! You are special to Him. God doesn’t love you because you are a good person or do everything right. He loves you because He is love. Love is not something God does; it is something He is. It is His nature.


God’s love is pure and ever flowing. It cannot be earned or deserved. It must be received by faith.


In Ephesians 3:19 Paul prays that we may come to really know this love. When we do, we are strengthened in our inner man. When we are strengthened inwardly, outward difficulties cannot defeat us.


Unless you have received it yourself, you cannot give love away. Let God love you. Receive His love for you. Bathe in it. Meditate on it. Let it strengthen you. Then give it away.


Say This:


“God loves me. I am special to Him. I receive His everlasting love today and am strengthened in my inner man.”



Beauty for Ashes


To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes.…


— ISAIAH 61:3 KJV


Multiplied thousands of people have been hurt severely in their lives. They come from broken relationships or abusive backgrounds that are still producing bad fruit in their personalities.


God wants to send the wind of the Holy Spirit into our lives (Acts 2:1-4), to blow away the ashes that are left from Satan’s attempt to destroy us, and to replace those ashes with beauty.


The Lord has taught me that consistently bad fruit comes from a bad root. No matter how much we may try to get rid of the bad fruit, unless the root is dealt with, more bad fruit will crop up somewhere else.


God created us to be loved. He wants to love us; He wants us to love each other, and He wants us to love and accept ourselves. Without this foundation of love and acceptance, there will be no joy and peace.


Some of us need to be transplanted. If we started out in the wrong soil, Jesus will transplant us so that we can get rooted and grounded in His love, as the Bible teaches.


Know that you are valuable, unique, loved, and special. When this is your foundation and your root, you will produce good fruit.


Ask God to give you beauty for ashes.


Say This:


“I was created for love. God loves me and wants me to love Him, love others, and love and accept myself.”



Do You Feel Rejected?


All whom My Father gives (entrusts) to Me will come to Me; and the one who comes to Me I will most certainly not cast out [I will never, no never, reject one of them who comes to Me].


— JOHN 6:37


God gave me a word for a meeting I was preparing to lead. It is for anyone who needs to receive it:


“Many of My people are in prison because they won’t accept themselves. Many of them are gifted and talented, but they won’t express themselves because they fear rejection. They fear man. They fear what people will think.


“I want to love My people, but they hold Me at arm’s length and won’t let Me really love them because they have been hurt by others. They fear I will reject them, as others have, because of their weaknesses. But I will never reject them.


“Tell them I love them.


“Tell them to stop trying so hard to be acceptable to Me and to realize I accept them as they are. Tell them I don’t want perfect performance from them. I simply want them to love Me and let Me love them.”


God will not reject you because of your weaknesses or mistakes. He desires to heal you from past hurts caused by rejection. He wants you to know He will never reject you.


Pray This:


“Father, I thank You that You love me. I thank You that I am always accepted and never rejected. In Jesus’ name, amen.”



Love Is…


“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”


— JOHN 13:34 NIV


Love is the new commandment Jesus gave under the New Covenant. The love walk is a liberating lifestyle because it sets us free from self.


Love is a sacrifice — it costs. Every time we love someone, it costs us something. Time, talent, money, or pride may be the cost.


Forgiveness is love; it costs pride to forgive. The flesh is basically lazy and passive; it always wants effortless benefits. Love is effort.


There seems to be a lack of joy among God’s people; one of the major reasons is that we often become passive, looking for an effortless lifestyle.


Love is involvement. It is impossible to have true relationship without involvement. Involvement requires commitment; commitment requires work; work is effort.


Love is an effort; it is an effort to walk in love.


Love is involvement, not isolation. Love requires reaching out. Love says, “I’m sorry,” first and initiates the move that can bring restoration and understanding.


Love involves sacrificial giving. Love doesn’t do the right thing to get something; love does the right thing because it is right. Love is healing; love restores.


Say This:


“Love is the new commandment Jesus gave. I walk in love, and it sets me free from self. Forgiveness is love, so I forgive.”



Living Beyond the Veil


Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil.…


— HEBREWS 10:19,20 KJV


We can have a close, intimate relationship with God! To enjoy and be assured of God’s presence in our lives, we need to spend time with Him daily, fellowshipping and growing closer in our understanding of Him.


We can do things to help us experience His presence or we can do things to hinder that blessing. For example, if we walk in peace and in the love of God — both receiving His love for us and allowing it to flow to others — we experience His presence more.


The Lord will teach anyone who truly desires to know Him how to know Him better. We should find out what draws us closer to God and do those things.


We can veil or block our awareness of God’s presence by following our own fleshly desires and plans without consulting Him and by striving to make ourselves acceptable to Him.


Our striving should be in seeking God, seeking to know Him better, to hear His voice more clearly and to walk in obedience to His instructions.


We can experience His presence or the pressures of the world, His presence or desires of the flesh, His presence or religious bondage due to legalism.


Life beyond the veil is wonderful…enter in!


Pray This:


“Father, I want Your presence in my life. Teach me specific ways to learn to know You better. In Jesus’ name, amen.”



Seek God


You have said, Seek My face [inquire for and require My presence as your vital need]. My heart says to You, Your face (Your presence), Lord, will I seek, inquire for, and require [of necessity and on the authority of Your Word].


— PSALM 27:8


If we want to truly know the Lord, we need to choose to be where He would be, think what He would think, go where He would go, treat people the way He would treat people.


We must seek after the right thing. We need to take an inventory and be sure we are seeking God and not just the things He can do. We must seek His face, not just His hand!


Have you ever spent a lot of time, energy, prayer, and faith on a project only to discover it was an empty well and you were still just as thirsty as before?


I spent many years as a Christian with one faith project after another I thought would surely be “the thing” that would make me feel fulfilled, happy, and contented. I have finally found the one thing that satisfies my soul — the Lord.


Our quality of life does not consist in what the world has to offer, but in God’s presence, in His will, in knowing Him and knowing His ways.


Do This:


Take inventory: Are you seeking God and placing His desires first in every area of your life?



In His Presence Is Fullness of Joy


You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy, at Your right hand there are pleasures forevermore.


— PSALM 16:11


There are many wonderful benefits from simply spending time with God. The presence of the Lord is always with us, but we do not always recognize it or take time to be conscious of it.
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