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Preface

I believe we are in the last of the last days. It’s time to move into a closeness with God where you live separated unto Him and obey Him in all the areas of your life. Jesus said, “If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask what you will and it will be done.” (See John 15:7.) That’s living in fellowship with God. And it produces a great reward.

If you want to know God, you will have to spend time with Him. Knowing Him requires a lifestyle of talking to Him and communing with Him. That’s living contact. It’s listening to Him and obeying what you hear in your heart and what you see in the written Word. Learning to live in the place where God can talk to you at any moment and you hear and obey is the secret to living an overcoming life.

To know Him should be, without question, the number one priority in every person’s life. It is the key that opens every door.

Daily communion with God—being intimate with Him—strengthens you and undergirds your faith. It’s the way love works. A living connection with God produces the anointing that enables us to lay hold of all the wonderful things God has provided for us through Jesus Christ.

What you will have in your life tomorrow will be determined by what is in your heart today. So, when you fill your heart with the Word and the voice of God, you will abide in Him every day and feast your heart on His promises and His presence, and your future will be one of joy and prosperity, healing and health. Instead of chasing after the blessings of God, you’ll find they’re chasing you and overtaking you at every turn! Understanding this message has changed my life forever.

Gloria Copeland






CHAPTER 1

First Things First

During my years of walking with the Lord, He has taught me many wonderful things. He has taught me about faith and righteousness, healing and prosperity. He has taught me so many vital truths from His Word for which I am very grateful. And He’s teaching me more every day.

Yet, if you were to ask me to name the most important principle of Christian living that I’ve learned, I could answer you without hesitation.

It is the secret of maintaining a living connection with God.

Staying in daily communion with Him is, without question, the number one priority of the Christian life. It is the key that opens every door to this life and the next.

If we don’t really know God, it doesn’t matter how much information we have about Him. We can be full of knowledge about faith. We can understand how it comes, what it does and how to release it. We can study about love until we have memorized every love scripture in the Bible. We can know the steps to healing and prosperity backward and forward. But we won’t have the momentum to put those things into action unless we spend time with God and maintain a living connection with Him.

When all is said and done, it’s not what we know that counts; it’s what we actually do. And without vital, continual union with God, we won’t be spiritually strong enough to do what we know to do! As Philippians 2:12–13 says:

Therefore, my dear ones, as you have always obeyed [my suggestions], so now, not only [with the enthusiasm you would show] in my presence but much more because I am absent, work out (cultivate, carry out to the goal, and fully complete) your own salvation with reverence and awe and trembling (selfdistrust, with serious caution, tenderness of conscience, watchfulness against temptation, timidly shrinking from whatever might offend God and discredit the name of Christ). [Not in your own strength] for it is God who is all the while effectually at work in you [energizing and creating in you the power and desire], both to will and to work for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight. (AMP)

It’s amazing how many Christians don’t realize that. They rush around trying to do things in their own strength. They run from one good thing to the next, trying to serve the Lord. But because they don’t maintain a living connection with God, they end up tired, frustrated and defeated.

They are like Martha on the day Jesus ministered in her home. Instead of sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to Him teach the Word as her sister, Mary, was doing, Luke 10:40–42 says:

But Martha [overly occupied and too busy] was distracted with much serving; and she came up to Him and said, Lord, is it nothing to You that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me [to lend a hand and do her part along with me]! But the Lord replied to her by saying, Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; There is need of only one. . . . Mary has chosen the good portion [that which is to her advantage], which shall not be taken away from her. (Luke 10:40–42, AMP)

An Awesome Privilege

As you can see from Mary’s example, there is nothing complicated about establishing a living connection with Jesus. Even the newest believer can do it. Abiding with God is simply fellowshiping with Him. It’s staying in touch with Him. It’s talking to Him and listening to Him. It’s setting aside the distractions and demands of life and taking the time to commune with Him in His Word and in prayer.

Some people say, “Well, I’d like to do that, but my schedule just won’t permit it.”

Actually, I don’t believe they would say that if they realized what an awesome privilege it is to fellowship with Almighty God. If they had a genuine revelation of the fact that the Creator and Ruler of the entire universe has made Himself available to personally meet with them every day, they would change their schedules. They would find some way to make time for Him.

Think about what an amazing opportunity it is to personally commune with God. Adam and Eve had that opportunity in the Garden of Eden. God would come and walk with them in the cool of the day. But then they sinned and lost their ability to have that kind of contact with God. They died spiritually, so they were unable to respond to Him as they once had done.

When God came calling for them, instead of standing righteous and unashamed in His presence, they ran and hid because they were full of shame and condemnation.

What a loss! What a tragedy that was!

Because of their sin, for 4,000 years afterward, mankind was locked out of the presence of God. Even the Israelites—God’s special people—were unable to fellowship freely with Him. When they needed divine help or healing, they had to go to the priest. And though the priest had the anointing of God on him, even he couldn’t go boldly into God’s presence whenever he wanted. Only the high priest could go behind the thick veil of the temple into the Holy of Holies where the presence of God dwelt. And he could only go there once a year with great precaution and always with the blood of an animal to atone for his sin as well as for the sins of the people.

But hallelujah, when Jesus went to the cross for us, all that changed! He paid the price for our sins. He shed His own blood not just to atone for sin, but to remit it. His sacrifice of Himself for us restored man’s lost fellowship with God when we choose Him as our Lord and Savior.

Now as born-again believers, we “have full freedom and confidence to enter into the [Holy of] Holies [by the power and virtue] in the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19, AMP). God is accessible to us once again. He has made us new creations and put His own Spirit inside us so that we ourselves can be temples of the living God. He has given us His righteousness so that instead of hiding from the presence of God, we can “come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

My, what a privileged people we are! We can commune with Him any time of the day or night.

God has flung open to us the door of fellowship. He has said, “I’m here for you. Just draw near to Me and I’ll draw near to you. I’ll give you the wisdom you need. I’ll strengthen you and equip you and help you in every area of your life.”

Yet how many Christians are daily taking advantage of this wonderful privilege? Too few. They’re too busy with the affairs of life to take the time for Him.

“Well, Gloria,” you might say, “considering how much we have to do these days, that’s understandable.”

Is it? Think about it from another perspective for a moment, and I think you’ll change your mind.

Suppose you wake up one morning, walk into your kitchen and Jesus is sitting at the table. “Well, Jesus!” you would say with surprise. “I’m thrilled You came by. I’ve really been wanting to see You. I have some serious problems and I need Your help. I wish I had time to talk to You about them right now, but I have to run. I’m having lunch downtown and I have to take care of some business. Maybe we’ll have time to talk awhile when I come home tonight.”

When you arrive home, your son has a Little League game, so you rush out the door saying, “I’m sorry, Jesus. I have to go to the game right now. We’ll spend a few minutes together before I go to bed tonight, OK?”

But when you return from the Little League game, you are so tired. You think, I just need to watch a little television to relax. Then you fall asleep in front of the television, while Jesus continues to sit and wait for you at your kitchen table. Finally, the day has slipped completely away, and you have missed your opportunity to be with Him.

Of course, you probably think you would never do such a thing. If Jesus physically came to your house, you’d stop everything just to be with Him. Yet, when you understand how real the spirit realm is, when you fully realize that His precious Holy Spirit is right there inside you, waiting for you day after day, you’ll see that it’s just as foolish to neglect your daily fellowship with Him in the Word and in prayer as it would be to leave Jesus sitting alone at your kitchen table.

It is my prayer that as you read this book, the Holy Spirit will give you a deeper revelation of that truth and that He will strengthen you in your commitment to put first things first and make a living connection with Jesus every day.

I know from experience, it will forever change your life.




CHAPTER 2

Living to Know Him

Of course, even after you make Jesus the Lord of your life, it takes more than a few casual contacts with God to learn how to be an overcomer. It takes a lifestyle of communing with Him and spending time with Him. If we truly want to see what God can do, we can’t be content to run to Him only in the hard times or when we’re in desperate need. We can’t be satisfied just to work Him into our schedules when it’s convenient. We must build our schedules around our time with Him. We must seek God in prayer and the Word every single day—when things are hard and when they’re easy, in good times and in bad.

If you think about it, it’s just plain smart.

After all, God is the only One who has all the answers. He knows where you need to go in life and how to get you there. He has the solution for every problem. He has the master plan for your life!

Generally, He won’t run you down to get your attention so He can give you those solutions. No, He will wait for you to do your part. What is your part? To draw near to Him. If you’ll do that, He’ll draw near to you in return. He gave us His Word on it: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you” (James 4:8). Hebrews 10:22 says, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. . . .”

When you call on God, you will never be answered by “voice mail.” You’ll never hear a recording, as you do so often when you make phone calls these days. You’ll never hear Him say, “Hello, this is God. I’m away from the throne right now. Please leave a message and I’ll return your call as soon as I can.”

No, He is always there for you. If you feel like He hasn’t been talking to you lately, you had better check up on yourself and see how much you’ve been talking to Him. If you don’t feel like He’s been paying enough attention to you, then start paying more attention to Him!

The moment you turn to God, He’ll be there for you. Don’t wait until trouble comes to turn to Him. Develop a lifestyle of fellowshiping with God and becoming more intimately acquainted with Him. Fellowship with the Lord daily, even when things are going well, and you will avoid most trouble. If trouble does come, you’ll be spiritually strong enough to overcome it. Jesus said that in the world we will have tribulation. (See John 16:33.) It doesn’t matter who you are or how rich or well educated you are or even how much faith you have. In this life you will face some tests and trials. The devil is roaming around this earth seeking someone to steal from, kill and destroy, and you will have to deal with him. So you’d better be ready to fight the good fight of faith at any time. A good fight is a fight you win! In the same verse, Jesus, our Champion and Savior, also said, “I have overcome the world.” When we stay in vital union with Him, we will always have victory, even in a time of trouble.

You may not be in a desperate situation today, but as long as you live on this earth, you will need your faith. This is a crazy world, and this is a critical hour. If you want to survive in it successfully, you’ll have to latch onto the power of God and walk in His ways.

This is not the time to be a lukewarm, lazy Christian. This is the time to be on fire for God, because nothing else will work. The closer we approach the end of this age, the less dependable natural things will become. In the days ahead, there will be more diseases that medicine can’t cure. There will be financial problems and social problems that men can’t solve.

In times like these there is just one sure source of supply and that’s God. And only by letting Him be God in our lives will we be able to walk through these troubled times in triumph. Only by making Him number one and putting time with Him ahead of ourselves, our families, our careers and everything else will we have victory in our lives.

It has surprised some people to hear me say that. They think we teach that you won’t have any problems if you live by faith. But, if that’s what they think, they obviously have never listened to us, because we don’t say you won’t have any problems. We just say that when the problems come, you’ll have an answer for them.

Everyone has trouble, sinners and saints alike. The difference is that when a Bible-believing, Spirit-filled child of God faces trouble, he doesn’t face it alone. God says, “I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him” (Psalm 91:15).

Who is with you in trouble makes the difference. If your only help is your own natural strength and resources, you might come out of that trouble all right or you might not. But if God is with you, you can be sure you’ll come out victorious!

The Victory Is in Your Heart

It is important that you make it your priority to spend time in prayer and in the Word during good times. Then you can be sure that in the hard places you’ll be so accustomed to looking to Him, you won’t let the feelings or circumstances of the moment pull you away from your dependency on Him. You want to be strong in your communion with God so that you have the assurance and the power to cast down the fears and imaginations and threats of the devil that come during times of trouble.

You also want to daily develop your ability to hear from Him so that when you’re in a desperate place, you’ll be able to hear His voice.

Just one word from God can change your whole situation in a moment. Ken and I have experienced that again and again through the years. We’ve been in times of deep trouble. We’ve faced situations that looked impossible. But God has always helped us and brought us through in victory.

On one particular occasion, we fell behind on our television bills and found ourselves almost $6 million in the red. (That might not seem like much money to you, but to us it was serious! We aren’t used to owing anybody anything. Everything in our ministry—including all of our buildings—is debt free.) With every day that passed, those television bills kept rolling in, and we just kept falling further behind. Month after month went by with no improvement. Naturally speaking, we made every adjustment we knew to make. Yet, nothing seemed to help.

So, Ken and I just kept walking by faith, staying in contact with God day after day in prayer and in the Word. There were times when even that didn’t appear to be making any difference. But we live by faith and not by sight, so when we would become tired and want to faint, we would just pick ourselves up and feed our faith with God’s Word. We would get back to that place of faith where He could sustain us by His strength and power.

Then one day something happened inside of us. The Spirit of God moved in our hearts and we received the breakthrough. Aggressive faith took hold, and despite the fact that the bills were still unpaid, we knew in our hearts the money we needed was ours.

Sure enough, within just a few months, that impossible-looking debt was paid!

Once we had the victory on the inside, the circumstances had to bow their knee, because victory on the inside always brings victory on the outside. That’s a spiritual fact. Once you lay hold of deliverance, healing or prosperity in your heart, all the devils in hell can’t stop it from coming to pass in your life.

We stayed current for about ten years and the same thing happened again. This time, we had experience to help us. We were like David when he stood before Goliath. We remembered the lion and the bear. We remembered how God had delivered us the last time. We took the high ground of faith again. “The victory that over-cometh the world, even our faith” brought us out again (1 John 5:4)!

Daily communion with God is absolutely vital to your success—because victory is won first in the heart and then in the circumstances.




CHAPTER 3

Surprise! God Is Good—Not Angry

In building a day-to-day relationship with God, it’s important to know that He loves you and only has good in mind for you. Your picture of God has everything to do with your relationship to Him. A wrong picture produces a wrong relationship.

The wrong picture has been painted for thousands of years. All over the world, confused and misguided people have offered up sacrifices, trying to appease one “angry god” or another. It may surprise you to discover that even today people are still doing things to try to turn what they think is God’s anger from them. And this is happening not just in remote, primitive corners of the earth. In fact, many Christians fall into a similar trap. I hear it all too frequently.

People talk as if the God we serve is angry and vengeful. They speak as if God is their problem. If anything bad happens to them, they’re sure God is thumping them on the head because they got out of line; or that He is bringing heartache into their lives “to teach them something.”

Far too many church-going people are “serving God” sacrificially because they believe He is basically mad at them and must be appeased. It always saddens me to hear God’s people talk this way because it is so far from the truth. It’s no wonder they have trouble receiving from God! They have not developed their faith. If only they would look to His Word and discover the good news they would see the right picture.

Jehovah the Good

Everything we receive from God, we receive by faith. And nothing is more faith building than discovering (or being reminded) that our heavenly Father is good. Absolute good!

One of my favorite reminders is found throughout the Old Testament in the very name of God. In fact, in 2 Chronicles 30:18, the words translated “the good Lord” in English are actually in the original Hebrew title for God: “Jehovah the Good.”

I’m here to tell you from experience that the more you come to know Jehovah the Good, the easier it is for you to receive all the good things He promises you in His Word. After all, 1 John 3:21–22 tells us: “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him. . . .”

Many of God’s people never have any confidence before Him because they’ve never received the revelation of His goodness. When you know someone is good and kind, you trust him and have confidence when you approach him for something you need.

We see another great picture of “Jehovah the Good” in Psalm 145:5–9:

I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness. They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness. The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.

I want everyone I meet to know that “the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.” Gracious means “disposed to show favors.” Compassion is “an eager yearning to do good.” That’s the God I’ve come to know—the One who is “good to all.”

My God has vast treasure houses of His goodness stored up for us, and His greatest desire is to pour it out in our lives!

That’s not just an exciting thought. That’s what the Bible teaches.

Psalm 31:19 says, “Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!” A Hebrew translation says God has “treasured” so much goodness for those who honor and reverence Him—so much goodness that others will be able to see it.

The Great One Within

Now I want you to see another confidence-building aspect of the goodness of God.

When Ken and I first came into the things of God, there was a scripture that literally became a lifesaver for us. Whenever it seemed we were about to be overwhelmed by circumstances or pressure, we would run to this verse and shore up our faith and trust: “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

What a wonderful, saving scripture this has been for us! Whenever it seemed the manifestation of God’s promise was slow in coming . . . whenever it seemed that there was no way we were going to win . . . we would turn to this truth about the “Greater One” living within us and we would receive the strength to stand. This truth is a wonderful place to run when it looks like all is lost.

Of course, all is never lost if you will refuse to quit believing and trusting God. This is a vital necessity for enjoying victory that we have learned. If you don’t quit believing and trusting, victory is assured.

I also like what the next two verses say: “They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us” (1 John 4:5–6).

The good news from the verses above is that we are not of the world. We are “of God,” and that is why we can be sure that “God heareth us.”

We have the peace and confidence that come from knowing that the Greater One is living within us. He is greater than anyone or anything in the world and He hears us when we speak. That confidence grows even stronger as we receive revelation of His goodness.

Love Never Fails

One of the best ways to get the revelation of God’s goodness is to discover more about His love for you.

It’s important to note that the Bible never explicitly says, “God is power,” although He certainly is awesomely powerful. It never says, “God is truth,” although we know He is the source of all truth and can never lie. But the Bible does tell us in 1 John 4:8 that “God is love.”

The Word says so again a few verses later: “And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world” (verses 16–17, New American Standard).

This Scripture is saying to us that because we’ve been born of His Spirit, we can love with His love and be like Him.

Notice that these verses talk about “believing” the love God has for you. It tells us that believing in God’s love gives you “confidence” before Him. If you don’t believe the love of God, you won’t have confidence in Him to help you when you need it. You won’t have confidence in Him to see you through hard days or difficult situations.

Because God is love, He wants only the best for us. You really begin to understand the depth of that truth when you look at the Bible’s definition of “love” in 1 Corinthians 13.

We usually apply these verses to ourselves, using them as a standard by which we can compare our behavior and check our love walk. But since “God is love,” we can also look at these verses and get a clearer picture of how God is going to respond to us.

Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily. . . . Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening]. Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end]. (1 Corinthians 13:4, 7–8, AMP)

Since God is love, then He must be perfect and complete in loving us in the way described in these verses. God “endures long” with you. He is “patient” with you and “kind” to you. God is “ever ready to believe the best” about you.

“Love never fails.” And since God is love, that means He will never fail you.

Doesn’t getting a revelation of God’s love and faithfulness have a powerful impact on your heart? Do you feel your confidence in His goodness rising as you read about His love? I know mine does.

If you will dare to believe the Word of God and see the true picture of God, your confidence in Him will soar. As it does, so will your ability to receive from Him. Confidence in God is a definition of faith.

“Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised” (Hebrews 10:35–36 nasb).

Don’t throw away your confidence. Increase it by keeping the love and goodness of God in your heart and in your mouth.

Always remember: you’re not trying to appease an angry God! You can have peace in your heart and mind because you serve a heavenly Father who loves and cherishes you. When you know that, you’ll want to spend time with Him every day. You will abide in Him with joy.




CHAPTER 4

Abiding in the Vine

In John 15, Jesus reveals to us just how important abiding in Him truly is. He considered it such a crucial matter that He spoke to His disciples strongly about it just before He went to the cross. Therefore, we should pay serious attention to the words He said.

You may have read them many times before, but take a moment and read them again carefully as if you were reading them for the first time.

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit . . . (John 15:1–8)

To understand what Jesus was saying there, you must realize that He was not just instructing us to enjoy occasional times of fellowship with Him. He was telling us to abide in Him. The word abide has a sense of permanency about it. It doesn’t mean “to come in and go out.” It refers to the place where you remain and dwell continually.
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