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Although the Steel City is world-renowned for its industrial past, almost no vestiges of that era remain today. At the beginning of the 21st century, Pittsburgh is nothing less than a remarkable model of Rustbelt Renewal. Visitors are often astonished to discover not only acres of green parkland and miles of biking and jogging trails, but also fresh air.

The renewed and revitalized Pittsburgh is about much more than just greener flora and healthier fauna. During your exploration of the city’s distinct neighborhoods, you can expect to encounter contemporary art galleries, high-end eateries, and million-dollar sports stadiums.

The Carnegie Museum of Natural History is famous for its Dinosaurs in Their Time exhibit. The Andy Warhol Museum is a fascinating tribute to one of the city’s most famous sons and the largest single-artist museum in the United States. And the city’s historical funiculars, the Monongahela and the Duquesne Inclines, continue to shuttle tourists and local commuters up and down Mount Washington.

Whether it’s ancient history or postmodern culture you’ve come to explore, you’ll find what you’re looking for in today’s Pittsburgh. This is a city that honors its blue-collar history and yet keeps an eye on the future. It continues to be one of America’s most tenacious and unusual urban landscapes.


Planning Your Trip


Where to Go

Downtown

Also known as the Golden Triangle, Pittsburgh’s Downtown is where you’ll find the Cultural District, which offers Broadway-style entertainment and the occasional concert. Downtown is also home to its fair share of highly regarded eateries, contemporary art galleries, and a few museums, the largest by far being the August Wilson Center for African American Culture. Following a massive renovation, the grandeur of Downtown’s Point State Park has grown even more awe-inspiring. Downtown is also where you’ll find the bus and train stations, the Welcome Pittsburgh visitors center, and probably your hotel.

Strip District

A formerly industrial area filled with warehouses and loft buildings, the Strip District plays two separate but important roles in the life of the city. During the day, the area is visited largely for its produce dealers and ethnic restaurants, which line the parallel thoroughfares of Penn Avenue and Smallman Street. But once night falls, clubgoers fill the district’s bars and dance clubs in full force. Saturday morning is the time to see the Strip at its best.

North Side

Situated just across the Allegheny River from Downtown, the majority of the North Side’s main attractions can be found in the area known as the North Shore, which is spread out alongside the river. The Pirates and the Steelers have been battling it out on their respective fields for years, although the North Shore is also home to the Andy Warhol Museum, the Carnegie Science Center, and Rivers Casino. Head a bit farther into the heart of the North Side to visit can’t-miss attractions like the National Aviary, the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh, and the Mattress Factory.
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  the National Aviary



Oakland

Sometimes referred to as Pennsylvania’s third-largest “downtown,” Oakland is the city’s university district. Carnegie Mellon University and the University of Pittsburgh are the best known of Oakland’s institutions of higher learning. The main branch of the Carnegie Library can be found here, along with the Carnegie Museums of Art and Natural History, behind which you’ll find the urban playground of Schenley Park. Forbes Avenue, the neighborhood’s main drag, is home to dozens of retail outlets, bars, and fast-food joints.

South Side

One of Pittsburgh’s most eclectic and interesting areas, the South Side stretches along the Monongahela River from Station Square to SouthSide Works, a former steel mill turned shopping mall. East Carson Street, alternately referred to as Pittsburgh’s Bourbon Street and the country’s longest uninterrupted stretch of bars, runs the length of the district. Vintage clothing stores, art galleries, cafés, and ethnic eateries can also be found there.
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  SouthSide Works



Mount Washington

Sitting atop the city’s South Side, Mount Washington exists in the mind of the average Pittsburgher for two reasons only: the breathtaking views along Grandview Avenue, which every visitor to the city should see, and the expensive eateries of Restaurant Row. Near to the Monongahela Incline, which ferries its passengers from Station Square to Mount Washington’s peak, is the mini-commercial district of Shiloh Street.

Shadyside

Just east of Oakland, Shadyside is one of the city’s most prestigious and image-conscious neighborhoods. Walnut Street forms the area’s commercial core; you’ll find both big-name and boutique shopping and a near-steady stream of pedestrian traffic. Running parallel to Walnut Street is Ellsworth Avenue, where many of Shadyside’s better bars and restaurants can be found.

Squirrel Hill and Point Breeze

Home to one of the largest Jewish communities in the Mid-Atlantic region, Squirrel Hill begins at the eastern end of Carnegie Mellon University and is sandwiched comfortably between Schenley Park and Frick Park. Its two major thoroughfares, Forbes Avenue and Murray Avenue, offer grocers, movie theaters, synagogues, kosher eateries, and cafés.

On the opposite side of Frick Park, Point Breeze and the small district of Regent Square are Squirrel Hill’s somewhat upscale neighbors to the east. Although largely residential, both areas have small commercial strips.

Bloomfield and Lawrenceville

Also known as Pittsburgh’s Little Italy, the East End neighborhood of Bloomfield is a tightly knit residential community and a popular shopping district. Liberty Avenue, the neighborhood’s heart and soul, is home to a charming medley of boutiques, cafés, grocery stores, and restaurants.

Lawrenceville, one of Pittsburgh’s largest neighborhoods, stretches along the river from the Strip District to Morningside. A recent influx of artists and independent boutiques along the main drag of Butler Street has raised Lawrenceville’s profile considerably.

East Liberty and Garfield

Formerly known only for their reputations as gang-inflicted danger zones, both East Liberty and Garfield have experienced major bouts of gentrification over the past decade. Garfield is notable primarily for the art galleries and cafés that run the length of its Penn Avenue Arts Corridor, while East Liberty is home to a wide variety of popular bars, restaurants, and boutiques. East Liberty is also where you’ll find the Bakery Square and EastSide retail complexes.

Greater Pittsburgh

The outlying suburbs and small towns of Greater Pittsburgh have much to offer the curious traveler, from the high-end retail district of Sewickley to the historical settlement of Old Economy Village. Other highlights include West Mifflin’s Kennywood Amusement Park and the pioneering DIY arts community being built in Braddock.

When to Go

Choosing the perfect time to visit is really nothing more than a matter of personal inclination. When snow falls, the winter season (late December-early April) is absolutely gorgeous, yet the months of January and February can be unbearably cold; even native Pittsburghers tend to hibernate during this time of the year.
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  winter city lights



Pittsburgh’s summers are often scorching hot and dripping with humidity, although this is also the season when the city comes alive with the most dynamism and excitement. What’s more, a score of important festivals and events take place during the summer.

Spring and fall are both ideal seasons to visit Pittsburgh. Fall is especially lovely, complete with leaf-peeping opportunities and pleasant weather, with days that are cool but not cold and evenings that might best be described as light-jacket weather: sharp and brisk.


The Two-Day Best of Pittsburgh


Although a thorough exploration of Pittsburgh and its environs would require at least a week, the city is compact enough that its most important sights and activities can be experienced easily in two days. The following itinerary assumes a Saturday-morning arrival in Pittsburgh; with the exception of a visit to the Strip District, which is at its best on Saturday mornings, the following activities can easily be shuffled around at will.

Day 1

3 Start your visit with an early-morning trip to the Strip District. Stop by Pamela’s Diner for breakfast and then join the throngs of shoppers searching for kitschy souvenirs along Penn Avenue.
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  the Duquesne Incline



3 Spend an hour or two at the Senator John Heinz History Center, and browse in the gift shop on your way out; you’re unlikely to find a better selection of books about Pittsburgh anywhere else in the city. If the weather is cooperating, treat yourself to a trip up Mount Washington on the Duquesne Incline—there’s a gift shop and small museum in the upper-level station—and then to one of the best views of the city along Grandview Avenue. The eastward walk along Grandview is one of the nicest strolls in town. Continue on for just under a mile, pausing to enjoy the view from the large lookout platforms, to reach the Monongahela Incline, which you can ride back down to street level. Upon reaching the bottom, you’ll see Station Square just ahead—it’s a perfect pit stop for coffee or lunch. Should you find yourself in the mood for fine dining, head to Station Square’s historical Grand Concourse.
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the Senator John Heinz History Center



3 Afterward, make your way down East Carson Street toward the South Side Flats for a bit of late-afternoon shopping.

3 Head back to the heart of the South Side Flats and end your day with a nightcap. Rowdy Buck boasts a fun faux-Western theme (complete with lumberjack bartenders and DIY s’mores), or relax with a margarita on the rooftop deck at Local Bar + Kitchen, which also serves good pub grub.

Day 2

3 Weekend brunch at trendy Bar Marco is a good way to start your day. But if you’re only in the mood for a latte, wander over to Marty’s Market instead and belly up to the outdoor coffee bar.

3 When it’s time to start moving again, take a long and leisurely stroll through Downtown and into Point State Park, stopping off at the ToonSeum or the PNC Legacy Project along the way. After you’ve seen the Point State Park fountain, use the pedestrian walkway on the Fort Duquesne Bridge to cross over the Allegheny River and into the section of the North Side known as the North Shore.

3 Head to the nearby Andy Warhol Museum, the largest single-artist museum in the United States. The Warhol has a great gift shop and a surprisingly good basement café, a great choice for lunch.

3 Next, head to the National Aviary in West Park, the only nonprofit bird zoo in the country. Before leaving the North Side, stop off at Rivers Casino to try your luck.



  FUN AND CHEAP: PITTSBURGH ON A BUDGET
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Center for PostNatural History


Operating on a shoestring budget? You’ve come to the right city. Budget living is practically a religion in some quarters of Pittsburgh, where a night on the town costs as little as $20, and a day exploring the urban jungle can be had for almost nothing at all. For both year-round and seasonal cheap-skate suggestions, visit www.livingpittsburgh.com.

SIGHTSEEING

For budget sightseeing, take a self-guided tour of the Nationality Classrooms inside Pitt’s Cathedral of Learning. After exploring the nearby Schenley Park, stroll the length of the Three Rivers Heritage Trail on the North Shore, which has lately turned into something of an outdoor sculpture garden. And don’t worry about public transit: As long as you stick to the four stops within the Golden Triangle itself and the two North Shore stops, rides on the city’s light rail, known locally as the T, are always free.

FOOD

Due to its dead-broke student population, Oakland is replete with restaurants serving half-priced food after 11pm. Try Fuel and Fuddle for American pub grub, or Mad Mex for huge, toothsome burritos. And many of the food stalls in Oakland’s Schenley Plaza are dirt cheap, yet of surprisingly high quality.

SHOPPING

For budget souvenir shopping, make the scene on Penn Avenue in the Strip District, where everything from fake Steelers T-shirts to Peruvian finger puppets is on offer. Parking in Downtown is free on Sundays.

THE ARTS

During summer, free movies are screened outdoors in seven different parks, including Schenley Park in Oakland and Grandview Park in Mount Washington. For movie listings and times, call Cinema in the Park (412/422-6426). Mattress Factory offers half-price admission on Tuesday, while admission to the Andy Warhol Museum is half off on Friday 5pm-10pm. Entrance to the Center for PostNatural History in Garfield is always free. Unblurred, the first Friday gallery crawl in the Penn Avenue Arts Corridor, is also free.

RECREATION

Kayak Pittsburgh offers fantastic ways to experience the city from a duck’s-eye view; kayaks, canoes, and even hydrobikes and stand-up paddle boards can be rented for roughly $8-16 an hour. The Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation offers scores of free walking tours, including one through Downtown’s Old Allegheny County Jail Museum; click the “Tours & Events” tab at www.phlf.org for details.



3 Spend the rest of the afternoon exploring the Oakland neighborhood. Take a self-guided tour of the Nationality Classrooms in the Cathedral of Learning. If you need a quick bite to eat, head across the street to the lovely Schenley Plaza to see what’s cooking at the Conflict Kitchen. If the sun is shining, visit Schenley Park and its Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens.
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  Phipps Conservatory



3 For dinner, head back into Downtown. Take a cab if the weather is chilly, or if you’re still on the North Side, go by foot across one of the Three Sisters Bridges. Your dining destination is Meat & Potatoes, a gastropub that dishes out simple but excellent American fare and legendary Prohibition-era cocktails.
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  gastropub Meat & Potatoes



3 After dinner, take in a show in the Cultural District. Pick up a free copy of the Pittsburgh City Paper to see what’s going on. If nothing grabs your interest or you’d prefer a less expensive and more intimate entertainment option, head back to the South Side via taxi and stop in at Club Café, which usually offers two pop or folk concerts nightly. (Ask your cabbie to take the 10th Street Bridge from Downtown, which can also be crossed on foot.)


BAR HOP LIKE A LOCAL

The Steel City doesn’t call itself “a drinking town with a football problem” for no good reason: Most true-blue Pittsburghers genuinely love to drink. So if your aim is fitting in, you’ll want to plan on regularly touring some of the city’s finest taprooms and alehouses.

• Order a mai tai at the city’s only Polynesian-themed bar, the Tiki Lounge, and then head down the street to its sister pub, the cavernous Lava Lounge, which seems to have been carved out of volcanic detritus.

• Head to Lawrenceville, where hipster outposts like New Amsterdam, Brillobox, and the Round Corner Cantina draw eclectic crowds on a nightly basis.
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  New Amsterdam



• The university district of Oakland is always good for a bit of late-night prowling. Wash down the big game with a microbrew at Fuel and Fuddle, or join the college kids for a mountain of French fries and a cheap six-pack at the Original Hot Dog Shop.

• Head to the Sharp Edge Beer Emporium in Friendship for happy hour; it’s known as one of the finest Belgian beer bars in the country. If you’re staying in Downtown, visit its sister pub, Bistro 922 Penn, which is popular with out-of-towners and the after-work crowd.

• Take a trip to Deutschland without ever leaving the city limits: The South Side’s Hofbräuhaus Pittsburgh was modeled after an authentic Munich beer hall, while the North Side’s Penn Brewery has authentic oompah music and some of the city’s best beer, brewed right on the premises.

• Church Brew Works in Lawrenceville is not only a top-notch brewpub serving phenomenal wood-fired pizzas—it’s also located inside an actual church.

• Traveling on two wheels? Lock your bike to a metal rack outside the South Side’s Over the Bar Bicycle Café, which acts as something of a clubhouse for the city’s hardcore bicycle obsessives.

• Looking for something a bit stiffer than beer? Pay a visit to Wigle Whiskey in the Strip District, which offers distillery tours and free samples of the goods. And thanks to a new state law, you can even buy a bottle here.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Look for S to find recommended sights.

S Most Impressive Monument: With its uniquely designed exterior and wide-ranging schedule of concerts, lectures, exhibits, and more, the August Wilson Center for African American Culture is the city’s most promising and inspirational new cultural endeavor (click here).

S Coolest Mini-Museum: One of only three cartoon-art museums in the country, ToonSeum is a fascinating tribute to the art of cartooning (click here).

S Best History Lesson: The Senator John Heinz History Center documents the history, culture, and attendant struggles of the Southwestern Pennsylvania region. And while much of the museum is serious business, there’s plenty to keep kids amused (click here).

S Best Modern Art Museum: Controversial, shocking, and endlessly entertaining, the North Side’s Andy Warhol Museum is the largest official space dedicated to a single artist in the United States. The novelty-packed gift shop is practically a pop art museum in its own right (click here).

S Most Intimate Animal Experience: Thanks to its multimillion-dollar renovation, the North Side’s National Aviary is more exciting, educational, and interactive than ever. Get up close and personal with all manner of feathered fowl and winged friends (click here).

S Best Educational Museum: Although Oakland’s Carnegie Museum of Natural History is most famous for its Dinosaurs in Their Time exhibit, it’s also home to a staggering array of both permanent and changing exhibits that educate visitors about the world and its many and varied inhabitants (click here).

S Best Gothic Landmark: The Cathedral of Learning, one of Pittsburgh’s most beloved structures, is the second-tallest educational building in the world. Don’t skip a visit to its multicultural classrooms (click here).

S Best Way to Commune with Nature: A peaceful, meditative urban oasis located in Schenley Park, the Victorian greenhouse known as the Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens includes a 12,000-square-foot tropical forest wonderland (click here).

S Best Mountainside Ride: Pittsburgh’s cable-powered Duquesne and Monongahela Inclines shuttle passengers back and forth between Mount Washington and the South Side. It’s not a journey for the faint of heart (click here).

S Most Historic Amusement Park: One of the oldest operating amusement parks in the country, Kennywood Amusement Park features acres of thrill rides, an unmatched collection of wooden and steel coasters, and oodles of deep-fried junk food (click here).



Before beginning your exploration of the hilly and often-circuitous city of Pittsburgh, consider this: Even locals enjoy joking about how easy it is to get hopelessly lost on the town’s twisting and turning roads. The war correspondent Ernie Pyle probably explained it best in a 1937 column that appeared in the Pittsburgh Press: “Pittsburgh is undoubtedly the cockeyedest city in the United States,” he wrote. “Physically, it is absolutely irrational. It must have been laid out by a mountain goat.”

There’s a perfectly good reason for all this, of course: Pittsburgh’s topography consists largely of steep hills, deep valleys, and three proud rivers—the Allegheny, the Monongahela, and the Ohio—all of which weave their way in and out of Pittsburgh’s multihued quilt of neighborhoods, creating chaos and confusion for motorists and pedestrians alike. But spend a day or two exploring the nearly vertical neighborhood of the South Side Slopes, or strolling the historical bridges that span the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers, or breathing in the natural beauty of Schenley and Frick Parks, and decide for yourself if all the confusion isn’t actually worth it. While Pittsburgh’s sights and scenery may at first appear to be little more than a jumbled-together collection of industrial-era ephemera, a closer inspection reveals something much more uncommon: one of America’s most charming small cities, which just happens to offer all the amenities of a major metropolitan town.

Which isn’t to say that the Steel City’s charms are intended to be any sort of a well-kept secret. On the contrary, since the early 1980s Pittsburgh has been consistently ranked as one of America’s most livable towns. And much to the contentment of locals, who knew it all along, National Geographic Traveler magazine recently ranked Pittsburgh as one of its must-see, can’t-miss international destinations of the year, alongside such exotic locales as Sri Lanka and Croatia.

In fact, it might make sense to think of poking around Pittsburgh as something akin to an urban scavenger hunt. It’s true that finding what you’re looking for won’t always be easy. Getting from here to there may be even tougher still. But once you arrive, your reward will almost always be singularly unique.



	
Downtown

	Map 1 (tap here)




ALLEGHENY COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND OLD JAIL

Designed in 1883 by the much-imitated architect Henry Hobson Richardson, the Allegheny County Courthouse, which was the third courthouse to be built in the county, is one of Downtown Pittsburgh’s most recognizable and historical sights. The granite structure is virtually impossible to miss—just keep your eyes peeled for the truly ancient-looking block building that sticks out like a sore thumb (albeit a very attractive and smartly designed thumb) among Grant Street’s more modern skyscrapers.

One of the building’s most interesting features is its arching stone bridge, which locals frequently refer to as the Bridge of Sighs. This bridge connects the courthouse to the adjoining jail, which is no longer in operation. Yet during its time, convicts were simply transferred to the jail by means of the bridge following their courthouse sentencing. It’s also worth noting that some of the old jail’s individual granite blocks weighed more than five tons each. (The current jail, should you care to see it, is also in Downtown, at 950 2nd Ave., not far from the First Avenue T station.)

It is possible to enter the courthouse to look around, although you must pass through a metal detector first. A model of the entire courthouse complex is on display beneath glass on the second floor; also note the many rounded arches built into the courthouse’s interior. Construction of the complex cost approximately $2.25 million, which was not a particularly small sum in the late 19th century.

Interestingly, the main building was designed with an interior courtyard at its center. Richardson considered this detail of his design to be particularly clever, as fresh air and light could then reach even the offices that weren’t lucky enough to have street-facing windows. Today, the courthouse is a decent location for a midday picnic; anyone is welcome to join the nine-to-fivers who gather around the outdoor fountain in the courtyard. The Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation occasionally leads free tours.

Map 1: 436 Grant St., 412/350-4636; Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-4:30pm; free


S AUGUST WILSON CENTER FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE


For years, the August Wilson Center for African American Culture was a cultural center in name only. Since 2003, the group had been offering a wide-ranging schedule of educational and performance programs throughout the city—including dance, music, and spoken word—that celebrated the cultural advancements and achievements of all African Americans. But finally, after a number of financial false starts, the center’s architecturally stunning and LEED-certified building on the edge of the city’s Cultural District opened to the public in September 2009.

The center’s mission involves “preserving, presenting, interpreting, celebrating, and shaping the art, culture, and history of African Americans in Western Pennsylvania and people of African descent throughout the world.”

To that end, the center offers an impressively wide range of programming, events, and exhibitions. Live musical performances in the 486-seat theater range from jazz to hip-hop to experimental; lectures by African-American luminaries are regularly scheduled as well. The center is also home to an impressive collection of ongoing and changing exhibits that document and celebrate the African American experience throughout Western Pennsylvania and beyond.

The 65,000-square-foot center also sponsors a number of especially promising “cultivation” and family programs, during which members of the local African American community are encouraged to meet, mingle, and discuss the issues that most affect their populace today. Visit the center’s website to stay current on its regularly changing schedule of programs and events.

Map 1: 980 Liberty Ave., 412/258-2700, www.augustwilsoncenter.org; Tues.-Sat. 11am-6pm; free (special exhibitions on second floor $8 adult, $4 senior and student, $3 child)

THE CULTURAL DISTRICT

A 14-square-block area in the heart of the Golden Triangle, Pittsburgh’s Cultural District encompasses 50 restaurants, nearly 100 retail establishments, and eight public parks. Yet none of those amenities have much to do with why tourists and locals alike flock here in droves on weekend afternoons and evenings. Instead, the expensively dressed crowds you’ll spot clutching playbills in this compact region of Downtown come mostly to visit the area’s four performing arts theaters. Each year, in fact, roughly 1,400 performances take place in the area—everything from chamber music and ballet performances to opera, drama, film screenings, and pop concerts.


Pittsburgh: City of Firsts

When Pittsburgh bridge-builder George W. Ferris built his very first wheel—a Ferris wheel, for the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair—he couldn’t have possibly imagined that he’d given birth to a Steel City tradition of invention and innovation that continues today. A Latrobe-area pharmacist by the name of Dr. David Strickler, for instance, is responsible for creating the country’s first banana split. That was way back in 1904. And Pittsburgh is also to blame for the now ubiquitous Big Mac—franchise owner Jim Delligatti debuted the sandwich at his Uniontown McDonald’s store in 1967. Even the very first Internet emoticon, the smiley, was created by a Carnegie Mellon University computer scientist in 1980. Here’s a look at a few other Pittsburgh famous firsts.

FIRST WORLD SERIES—1903

The Pirates were bested by the Boston Pilgrims in the eight-game series, four of which were played in a field not far from the current location of PNC Park.

FIRST MOTION PICTURE THEATER—1905

The Nickelodeon on Smithfield Street, Downtown, was the world’s first theater devoted exclusively to the moving motion picture.

FIRST GAS STATION—1913

Gulf Refining Company built the country’s first auto service station, which still sits in Friendship today. Look for it on Baum Boulevard.

FIRST COMMERCIAL RADIO STATION BROADCAST—1920

After first installing a radio transmitter in his Wilkinsburg garage, a Westinghouse engineer sent a KDKA signal from a location in East Pittsburgh. The station still transmits today.

FIRST BINGO GAME—EARLY 1920S

After creating the game and then taking it to carnivals nationwide in 1924, Pittsburgher Hugh J. Ward penned an official book of bingo rules in 1933.

POLIO VACCINE—1953

Dr. Jonas Salk and his staff developed the critical vaccine while at the University of Pittsburgh.



Some of the district’s most historically popular events are the concerts given by the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra at Heinz Hall (600 Penn Ave., 412/392-4900, www.pittsburghsymphony.org). The orchestra has long been noted by both stateside and international music critics as being one of the best orchestras in the country, and any visitor to Pittsburgh with the time and money would be wise to squeeze in a performance. In fact, merely sitting alone in an empty Heinz Hall could qualify as a cultural experience: The theater, which today has 2,261 seats, has a rather unique history.

The first structure to be built on the site was the St. Clair Hotel, which in 1880 changed its name to the Hotel Anderson. And although that hotel existed until 1927, during the end of the 19th century it was known for hosting mostly traveling theater companies, including Shakespearean actors.

The Anderson next became the Loews Penn Theater. One of the great American movie houses, the Penn Theater was known locally as the “Temple of the Cinema” and was considered the best and most ornate cinema between Chicago and New York City. But thanks in part to the invention of television, the theater was forced to close its doors in 1964. Slated to become a parking lot, the building was saved only by the intervention of the Pittsburgh Symphony itself, which at the time was performing in too-small halls in the university district of Oakland. Five years and $10 million later, construction was completed at the newly named Heinz Hall for the Performing Arts. An open-air Grand Plaza, complete with a small waterfall, was built adjacent to the hall in 1982. And then in 1995, the hall was given the gift of yet another facelift, during which it received a new orchestra shell, new wallpaper, paint, and carpeting, and new acoustical risers, among other improvements. The total cost: $6.5 million.

Of course, the Cultural District doesn’t consist of simply old and historical structures. Modern architecture buffs in particular will want to pay a visit to the O’Reilly Theater (621 Penn Ave., 412/316-1600, www.pgharts.org/venues/oreilly.aspx), a $25 million state-of-the-art performance venue designed by the ultra-famous Michael Graves, who has since given up on buildings and today focuses almost entirely on product design.

The O’Reilly sits on the former site of the Lyceum Theater, a vaudeville house that was deemed unusable following a 1936 flood. The new structure, where the Pittsburgh Public Theater and touring stage actors perform, is especially notable for its unique thrust stage, which is surrounded by the audience on three sides. The effect is such that shows feel particularly intimate, sometimes uncomfortably so.

After observing the O’Reilly, followers of architect Michael Graves’s work should examine the nearby Agnes R. Katz Plaza, which sits at the corner of Penn Avenue and 7th Street. Featuring possibly the most eclectic public sculptures in the Golden Triangle, the plaza is a striking example of Pittsburgh’s ongoing bid to become a serious arts town. It’s also rather tough to miss: Just look for the open square filled with a half dozen granite benches that resemble giant human eyes.

The plaza was a collaboration between artist Louise Bourgeois (who created the eyeball seats), landscape architect Daniel Urban Kiley (who designed the backless granite benches), and the aforementioned Michael Graves. The square’s focal point is a 25-foot bronze fountain, also designed by Bourgeois.

But even those who couldn’t care less about fine art and design will find much to like about the plaza. Not only is it perfect for people-watching, it’s also a convenient place to take a break or meet friends in between theater- or restaurant-going.

Also notable in the Cultural District is the Byham Theater (101 6th Ave., 412/456-6666, www.pgharts.org/venues/byham.aspx), a structure built in 1903 that was originally known as the Gayety Theater. Like the Lyceum, the Gayety was a vaudeville house—one of the country’s most well known, in fact. Although somewhat faded, a masterfully designed tile mosaic featuring what must have been the Gayety’s logo can still be seen on the floor of the Byham’s entry. Sometime in the 1930s, the Gayety became known as the Fulton, which soon after transformed into a movie house. The building didn’t become known as the Byham until the mid-1990s.

The Benedum Center for the Performing Arts (719 Liberty Ave., 412/456-2600, www.pgharts.org/venues/benedum.aspx), however, holds a distinction entirely unique from the district’s other venues: After a $43 million restoration by H. J. Heinz II (who restored the center to its former glory of 1928—it was then known as the Stanley Theater), the Benedum was added to the National Register of Historic Places.

Other venues in the Cultural District include the August Wilson Center for African American Culture, a massive museum and cultural center celebrating the artistic contributions of African Americans nationwide; SPACE (812 Liberty Ave., 412/325-7723, www.spacepittsburgh.org), a contemporary arts gallery; the ToonSeum, one of only three cartoon and comic art museums in the country; and the Harris Theater (809 Liberty Ave., 412/682-4111, www.pghfilmmakers.org), an independent cinema house where stage performances occasionally take place.

Map 1: Bordered by Fort Duquesne Blvd., 10th St., Liberty Ave., and Stanwix St.; www.pgharts.org

FORT PITT MUSEUM

It’s certainly fitting that the two-story, 12,000-square-foot Fort Pitt Museum is just a stone’s throw from the confluence of Pittsburgh’s three rivers. As the site of the French and Indian War, the Point, as the confluence is known, is also where the history of Pittsburgh itself first began being written. The museum uses dioramas and historical artifacts to tell the story of the war, the outcome of which was much more important than most Americans realize. (If Fort Pitt had ultimately fallen to the French, for instance, guess what language this guide would probably be written in?) Next door is an authentic blockhouse; it’s the city’s oldest building.

Map 1: 101 Commonwealth Pl., Point State Park, 412/281-9285, www.heinzhistorycenter.org; daily 10am-5pm; $6 adult, $3 child (ages 6-17), $5 senior
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clockwise from top left: PNC Legacy Project; ToonSeum; the August Wilson Center for African American Culture
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MARKET SQUARE


Today, the relatively small area known as Market Square isn’t much more than an open-air square-shaped block of restaurants and retail establishments with a small park at its center. What’s more, the majority of the square’s historical businesses have long since fled for the suburbs.

The good news, however, is that the once neglected and relatively unexciting Market Square has recently changed in a major way, thanks to a $5 million reconstruction process that officially kicked off in mid-August 2009. The crux of this seriously ambitious plan involved transforming Market Square into something of a European-style piazza, complete with a more pedestrian-friendly layout. Traffic, in other words, is no longer a part of the decidedly relaxing and carefree Market Square plan, which is now open only to pedestrians, who are free to lounge at the square’s many outdoor tables and to take advantage of the free Wi-Fi access. Visit the Market Square website for news and updates about special events that occasionally take place.

The original market, designed by John Campbell in the late 1700s, was a covered and enclosed building generally referred to as the Diamond. It soon became the commercial center of the city. The buying and selling of foodstuffs took place there, and the city’s courthouse, its jail, and its first newspaper, The Pittsburgh Gazette, were also housed inside.

Business continued as usual until the early 1900s, when a fire permanently destroyed the Diamond. A new market house was soon built in its place; it encompassed 11,000 square feet and reached all the way to the road now known as Forbes Avenue. Yet five days after Christmas in 1960, the final enclosed market house was demolished, due largely to unbearable overhead expenses.

Thankfully, a small number of the market’s older businesses have been restored and may be visited. If you have the time to visit only one, make it the 140-year-old Original Oyster House (20 Market Sq., 412/566-7925, www.originaloysterhousepittsburgh.com, Mon.-Sat. 10am-10pm, Sun. 11am-7pm), a veritable Pittsburgh tradition offering enormous fish sandwiches and fried oysters. You might also try the much newer local legend known as Primanti Brothers (2 S. Market Pl., 412/261-1599, daily 10am-midnight, www.primantibros.com), where hearty meat sandwiches are served with French fries inside.

Map 1: Bordered by Stanwix, Wood, 4th, and 5th Ave.; www.marketsquarepgh.com

PNC LEGACY PROJECT

It may not look like much from the outside, and the inside looks sort of like an odd contemporary art museum. But the PNC Legacy Project is in fact a fantastic multimedia exhibit that celebrates Pittsburgh’s history while honoring many of its most important visionaries, personalities, and entrepreneurs.

Part of the project’s mission involves showcasing and celebrating the region’s transformation. And if you spend enough time here, you’ll definitely leave with a much better understanding of—and an appreciation for—what makes Pittsburgh the city it is today.

Pick up one of the handsets hanging from the ceiling to hear one of a series of oral histories from Pittsburgh’s cultural and community leaders. Spend some time with the interactive video exhibit, which is filled to overflowing with historical images of nearly the entire Pittsburgh area in the mid-20th century.

As PNC explains it, the real purpose of the Legacy Project “is to honor, document, and preserve the history of its predecessor banks, their employees, and the communities they served.” (Similar Legacy Projects exist in Washington, D.C.; Baltimore; Cleveland; Annapolis; Fredericksburg; and Rocky Mount, North Carolina.) This particular location does a fantastic job of achieving that goal. If you truly want to understand how the fabric and spirit of modern-day Pittsburgh came to be, passing an hour or so here is one of the best ways to do so.

Map 1: Lantern Building, 600 Liberty Ave., 412/762-3380, www.pnclegacyproject.com; Mon.-Fri. 11am-3pm; free

POINT STATE PARK

It’s easy enough to think of the triangle-shaped and recently renovated Point State Park which opened in the 1970s, as Pittsburgh’s answer to Central Park: a grassy, seemingly secluded respite from the urban grind. But the 36-acre area, now used solely as a recreational park, has a bloody history of some national significance.

Originally known as Fort Pitt, this was the site of the French and Indian War, which was won by General John Forbes (and an army of 6,000) for the British Empire in 1758. The Fort Pitt Museum and its accompanying Fort Pitt Blockhouse, both inside the park, tell the story of this crucial epoch in American history. During your exploration of the park, look out for the 23 monuments and commemorative markers detailing spots of historical importance.

No interest in battlefield lore, however, is necessary to appreciate Point State Park’s pivotal location at the axis of the city’s three rivers: Not only do the Allegheny, the Monongahela, and the Ohio converge where the park begins, but a hidden “fourth river”—properly known as the Wisconsin Glacial Flow—streams lazily underneath them all. In fact, visitors who make their way to the westernmost tip of the park when its fountain is in operation will be able to view the fourth river themselves: That’s it, shooting into a 30-foot-tall plume above the fountain’s 200-foot-diameter concave bowl, in which children can often be seen frolicking. During the spring, summer, and fall, the fountain, which was dedicated in 1974, is in operation 7:30am-10pm, weather permitting.

The Point is also a place where Pittsburgh comes to play, especially during the summer months. It is also an outdoor concert venue, theater, and visual arts gallery during Pittsburgh’s annual Three Rivers Arts Festival. In addition to the arts festival, the Three Rivers Regatta and the Fourth of July Fireworks take place here.

A lengthy and extensive multimillion-dollar renovation of Point State Park is finally coming to its conclusion. The park is now greener and more gorgeous than ever, with new amenities that include bike racks, better lighting, new park benches, and improved seating around the famous fountain. A new eatery offering snacks and light meals, Cafe at the Point (Mon.-Fri. 9am-4pm, Sat.-Sun. 11am-6pm), sits on an expanded terrazzo patio immediately off the city-side lawn, offering lovely views.

Map 1: 101 Commonwealth Pl., 412/471-0235 (park), 412/281-9284 (museum), www.pointstatepark.com, www.dcnr.state.pa.us; daily sunrise-11pm; free

PPG PLACE

Completed in 1984 and designed by the legendarily influential architect Philip Johnson, PPG Place is easily the most noticeable and modern complex (some would say postmodern) within the confines of the Golden Triangle. Wander toward Downtown’s Market Square to separately view the six structures of PPG Place, or simply look skyward as you approach: PPG’s massive tower, covered in a reflective glass skin, rises skyward. At its top are jagged, “Glassy Gothic” spires with triangular and pointed tips. The remaining five buildings, while of a much smaller stature, are also covered in a glass skin and sport Gothic spires; in total, there are 231 spires in the complex.

Sometimes referred to as “the crown jewel of the Pittsburgh skyline,” PPG Place is an unusual and somewhat bizarre series of edifices, to be sure, especially when compared to the immediate area’s other corporate buildings, the majority of which are architecturally plain (except, of course, the few remaining historical structures, such as Henry Hobson Richardson’s Allegheny County Courthouse).

So how exactly did the design for PPG Place come about? As critic Peter Blake put forth in the February 1984 issue of Progressive Architecture:

If you are an architect asked to design a complex that will house the Corporate Headquarters of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company (plus other tenants), you will, obviously, design a glass building. The question is—what sort of glass building? And what sort of image will you try to project?

Blake goes on to suggest that Johnson might have designed something resembling one of Mies van der Rohe’s sketches for skyscrapers in glass. But instead, Johnson chose to essentially create a miniature Rockefeller Center, complete with arcaded sidewalks that join all six buildings. Yet the complex also includes the magnificent, 13,000-square-foot Wintergarden, clearly a nod to the 17th-century gardens of Italy and France. And perhaps most exciting (and most interactive) for tourists are the 60- and 90-degree angles of glass that cover the facades of each face: Because of the way the plates of glass reflect upon each other, and upon the gritty scene of urban Pittsburgh surrounding them, the images appearing in the structure’s reflections make for incredible photographs.

Should you grow tired after exploring the structure, simply drop into any of the adjoining cafés or descend to the ground floor of the complex, where a food court can be found.

A gingerbread house display and competition takes place each winter, which is also when the plaza between 3rd Avenue and 4th Avenue transforms into a popular ice-skating rink, The Rink at PPG Place (mid-Nov.-mid-Feb.; admission $8 adult, $7 senior and child, $3 skate rental).

Map 1: 200 Three PPG Place, 412/434-1900 (events), 412/394-3641 (ice-skating rink), www.ppgplace.com

SMITHFIELD STREET BRIDGE

Anyone walking from Downtown Pittsburgh to Station Square, which sits on the opposite side of the Monongahela River, does so by strolling along one of the two footpaths of the Smithfield Street Bridge, a span often referred to locally as the “Kissing Fish Bridge” (view the bridge from afar and you’ll understand the reference). Anyone interested in viewing a particularly striking Pittsburgh city skyline should give it a shot. As you cross, pause periodically along the way and observe the view in front of you, behind you, and even beneath you; a tugboat or even a coal barge might pass.

Constructed between the years 1881 and 1883, the Smithfield Street Bridge is actually the third such structure to exist on the site. The first, built in 1818, was the Monongahela Bridge, which was also the very first river crossing in Pittsburgh. Its construction put the city back only $102,000, although it was rendered unusable during the Great Fire of 1845.

The second bridge constructed on the site was designed by John Roebling, who also created both the Brooklyn Bridge and the span that was replaced by Pittsburgh’s Roberto Clemente Bridge. Increasing loads of heavy traffic soon led to this second bridge’s closure and then to the construction of the bridge we see today, which has been designated a Historic Landmark by the Department of the Interior, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation.

Designed by Gustav Lindenthal—who was also responsible for the creation of Hell Gate Bridge, which connects Astoria, Queens, to Randalls Island in New York City—the Smithfield Street Bridge is a truss-style span over which streetcars once passed. But to create room for more traffic flow, that practice ended in the summer of 1985, and the streetcars were moved to the nearby Panhandle Bridge, which you’ll cross today should you ride the T from any of Downtown’s four streetcar stops to Station Square.

As you cross beneath the portals of the Smithfield Street Bridge on foot, pay close attention to the detailed lamps, as well as to small, intricate moldings representing the city’s legendary industrial prowess.

Map 1: Smithfield St. between Fort Pitt Blvd. and W. Carson St., www.pghbridges.com; free

THREE SISTERS BRIDGES

Although nearly all of Pittsburgh’s Downtown spans are visually striking and historically significant, probably no trio of bridges means more to the city than those known collectively as the Three Sisters. And because all are identically designed and painted a rather striking shade of yellow known as Aztec gold, it’s quite likely that these bridges are the first you’ll notice when exploring the Golden Triangle. The Three Sisters are the only identical trio of side-by-side bridges in the world. They were also the very first self-anchored suspension spans built in the United States.

Today known as the Roberto Clemente Bridge (formerly the 6th Street Bridge, built in 1928), the Andy Warhol Bridge (formerly the 7th Street Bridge, built in 1926), and the Rachel Carson Bridge (formerly the 9th Street Bridge, built in 1927), all three bridges cross the Allegheny River to reach the North Side.

The Andy Warhol bridge was renamed on March 18, 2005. It earned its new name as part of a 10th anniversary celebration for the Andy Warhol Museum, which sits just steps from the north end of the bridge. The celebration for its renaming was, appropriately enough, probably the most Dionysian of the three. A number of the city’s most left-of-center artists were in attendance, and students from a nearby performing arts high school gave a brief drama and dance show.

Perhaps even more interesting, though, is the Warhol Bridge’s immediate neighbor to the west, the Roberto Clemente Bridge. The Roberto Clemente gained its new name on April 8, 1999, the day after a groundbreaking ceremony took place on the bridge’s northern end for PNC Park, which became the new home of the Pittsburgh baseball club two years later (Clemente was a legendary Pirate who played from 1955 until his death in a plane crash in 1972). The bridge’s proudest moment probably came in 1928, the year it was erected. This was when the American Institute of Steel Construction named it the year’s most beautiful steel bridge. And while each of the Three Sisters replaced a former bridge, the Roberto Clemente replaced a notable span built by the once-famous John Roebling, probably best known for creating New York City’s Brooklyn Bridge.

The Rachel Carson Bridge was renamed on April 22, 2006, which was also Earth Day. It was quite an appropriate time for the renaming, as Carson was a pioneering environmentalist who authored the classic tome Silent Spring and remains known as one of Southwestern Pennsylvania’s most influential natives. (Born in 1907, Carson was raised in Springdale at a site now known as the Rachel Carson Homestead, which is open to visitors.)

The renaming of the bridge happened largely due to the efforts of Esther Barazzone, the president of Chatham College, where Carson matriculated in the 1920s, when Chatham was still known as the Pennsylvania College for Women. Barazzone initially had her sights set on a statue of Carson, which would have been the city’s first statue of a woman, but those plans were dashed due to Pittsburgh’s financial problems.

Map 1: Roberto Clemente Bridge, 6th St. between Federal St. and Fort Duquesne Blvd.; Andy Warhol Bridge, 7th St. between Sandusky St. and Fort Duquesne Blvd.; Rachel Carson Bridge, 9th St. between Anderson St. and Fort Duquesne Blvd.; www.pghbridges.com; free


S TOONSEUM


As one of only three museums in the country dedicated exclusively to cartoon art (the other two are located in Manhattan and San Francisco), the ToonSeum is a fairly small gallery that nevertheless manages to pack in an incredible amount of original comic and cartoon art. It was formerly located in a small corner of the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh on the North Side, but the ToonSeum now resides in the city’s downtown Cultural District, where its smartly curated exhibits change every couple of months. And because the museum’s very mission involves promoting a deeper understanding of cartoon artists and their work, a wide range of original programming and hands-on educational workshops happen on a regular basis. The gift shop is worth a visit for its wonderful selection of comics, graphic novels, and cartoon-related ephemera.

Map 1: 945 Liberty Ave., 412/232-0199, www.toonseum.org; Mon. and Wed.-Thurs. 10:30am-3:30pm; Fri. 10:30am-7pm, Sat. 10:30am-5pm, Sun. 11am-5pm; $6
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PITTSBURGH PUBLIC MARKET

Formerly located in the Produce Terminal Building on Smallman Street, the Pittsburgh Public Market recently relocated into a much larger and more welcoming nearby space. The Public Market has consistently been one of the city’s most popular tourist attractions since it originally opened in 2010; it’s also the first public market the city has seen in nearly five decades. Dozens of merchants and vendors offer everything from fresh fruit and veggies to wine, fine cheeses, handmade housewares and clothing, microbrewed beer, pasta, cookies, candies, and high-end deli products. Street artists and musicians are often spotted performing as well. And as the market continues to grow into its new space, there’s no telling what or who you’re likely to bump into.

Map 1: 2401 Penn Ave., 412/281-4505, www.pittsburghpublicmarket.org; Wed.-Fri. and Sun. 10am-4pm, Sat. 9am-5pm


S SENATOR JOHN HEINZ HISTORY CENTER


Certainly one of the city’s most educational and culturally viable additions to the museum scene, the seven-story Heinz History Center acts as a nearly exhaustive record of Western Pennsylvania life and culture spanning more than 250 years. It is housed inside the former headquarters and warehouse of the Chautauqua Lake Ice Company.

Because so many exhibitions are hands-on and creatively curated, the museum is also enjoyable for children. Young visitors will find much to capture their attention in the Western Pennsylvania Sports Museum, which celebrates the achievements of area athletes and allows youngsters to play along. And on the museum’s third floor is Discovery Place, a hands-on historical exhibit specifically designed for younger guests. Kids also love sitting in the driver’s seat of the restored 1949 streetcar trolley, which is in the ground floor’s Great Hall, where you’ll find Kidsburgh, a small play area built above Reymer’s Old-Fashioned Deli. And yet the History Center might best be described as a can’t-miss attraction for folks of any age, assuming they carry even a passing interest in the development of the region and its people.

Although the museum opened its doors to the public in 1996, it didn’t come into its full glory until late 2004, when a new wing affiliated with the Smithsonian Institution was completed. That process also established the center as the largest history museum in the state. Two recent additions to the Smithsonian wing are the aforementioned Sports Museum and the superbly curated Special Collections Gallery, which takes an especially close look at the immigrant communities that flocked to Pittsburgh at the turn of the 20th century. You’ll find artifacts used by the immigrant laborers, such as cigar-rolling supplies and tools that were used in the area’s mines. There’s also a life-size recreation of the inside of a typical laborer’s home. Some of the more recent artifacts include the headgear and uniforms used by the steel miners of the 1970s; you’ll also see an actual steel miner’s locker, decorated in now-faded Pittsburgh Steelers stickers.

Map 1: 1212 Smallman St., 412/454-6000, www.heinzhistorycenter.org; daily 10am-5pm; $15 adult, $6 student, $6 child (ages 6-17), free for children 5 and under, $13 senior

ST. PATRICK CHURCH AND ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA CHURCH

The St. Patrick-St. Stanislaus Parish consists of two historical Catholic chapels of the same name, both in the heart of the tourist-friendly Strip District.

Known to area residents as “Old St. Patrick’s,” St. Patrick Church was Pittsburgh’s very first Catholic parish. And while the church building itself wasn’t constructed until 1936, the parish was founded way back in 1808 by a group of Irish immigrants. This most likely explains the structure’s stone tower, built to resemble the towers of Irish monasteries in medieval times.

Today, St. Patrick’s is probably best remembered by older generations of Pittsburghers because of Father James R. Cox, an astonishingly altruistic man who acted as the church’s priest throughout the Great Depression. Among other good deeds, Cox helped the city’s homeless and unemployed population construct a ragged but livable Shantytown along stretches of Liberty Avenue.

Old St. Patrick’s also has something of a national reputation; it’s one of the very few churches in the world to own a replica of the famous Holy Stairs, which represent the number of steps Jesus climbed on the day Pontius Pilate condemned him to death. Visitors may climb the 28 steps during normal church hours, except during the noon hour on Mondays and Thursdays, when Mass is held. Do keep in mind, however, that ascending the steps must be done on one’s knees. (Walking down the steps is allowed.)

As for St. Stanislaus Kostka, it was consecrated in the summer of 1892 and was built using a blend of Romanesque and Baroque styles, with Byzantine influences. It can easily be spotted from blocks away, thanks to its front-facing Great Rose Window, which symbolizes God and the rays of the sun. In 2002, over $67,000 was spent to fully restore the window. The church is also home to a number of Munich-style stained glass windows; experts have proclaimed them to be some of the finest examples of their kind in the country. Especially impressive are the church’s paintings, such as those found in the semi-dome over the main altar.

Map 1: St. Patrick, 1711 Liberty Ave.; St. Stanislaus Kostka, 57 21st St.; 412/471-4767, www.saintsinthestrip.org; daily 8am-3:30pm (visit website for weekly Mass schedule); free

WIGLE WHISKEY

American whiskey, it could be argued, was actually born in Pittsburgh. And at this relatively young distillery, located in an industrial space, visitors will hear the history of the Whiskey Rebellion as seen from the viewpoint of Philip Wigle, the local man who unwittingly helped launch it. One-hour tours include a whiskey cocktail and a seated straight tasting; visitors will also learn how the various whiskeys distilled here are created. Children under 12 can’t join the tour, but there is a gift shop of sorts on-site where Wigle beverages and other souvenirs can be purchased. Private tours for 12 or more people are $25 per person.

Map 1: 2401 Smallman St., 412/224-2827, www.wiglewhiskey.com; Tues.-Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-4pm; distillery tour $20
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S THE ANDY WARHOL MUSEUM


As the country’s largest museum dedicated to a single artist, the Andy Warhol Museum is a particularly unique feather in Pittsburgh’s cap. To explore the building properly, start on the top floor; this is where temporary exhibitions are generally held. As you work your way slowly down, you’ll encounter work both obscure (Jesus punching bags, oxidation paintings made of urine) and familiar (Campbell’s soup cans, Brillo boxes). Definitely don’t miss the Silver Clouds room, where aluminum balloons are kept afloat by fans. A theater that regularly screens films by and about Warhol and his entourage is on the ground level; in the basement sits a café and the city’s only vintage photo booth. An archival collection housing thousands of pieces of Warhol’s personal ephemera is also on-site.

Map 1: 117 Sandusky St., 412/237-8300, www.warhol.org; Tues.-Thurs. and Sat.-Sun. 10am-5pm, Fri. 10am-10pm; $20 adult, $10 student, $10 child 3-18, half-price Fri. 5pm-10pm

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Built in 1890 by residents of the North Side’s so-called Millionaires Row, which can still be visited today in the Allegheny West Historic District (www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/wt/html/allegheny_west.html), Calvary United Methodist Church is probably best known for its stained-glass windows. Large and wonderfully gorgeous, the triple-lancet, Tiffany-produced windows are still considered the finest and most elaborately detailed examples of religious stained glass ever created by the company. Calvary’s exterior is also notable: Many claim its set of gargoyles to be among the city’s best.
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clockwise from top left: Pittsburgh Public Market; Randyland; Senator John Heinz History Center
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Andy Warhol’s Pittsburgh

So you’ve come from far and wide to visit the Andy Warhol Museum, and now you’d like to discover some of the sites that transformed the shy Pittsburgh boy into a pop art superstar? The following suggestions, adapted from a tour that was once offered by the Greater Pittsburgh Convention and Visitors Bureau, will take you to a number of locations essential to young Andy’s growth as an artist. For even more tips and ideas, visit the incredibly useful and comprehensive Andy Warhol Family Album at www.warhola.com.

Your first stop on the DIY Warhol Tour should absolutely be the Warhola family home in South Oakland, which still sits at 3252 Dawson Street. After falling into serous disrepair some years ago, the house was purchased by Andy’s oldest brother, Paul, who is currently renovating the home. But don’t expect much—just a typical row house with a collection of hedges. The Warholas were a family of especially modest means—Andy’s father Andrei toiled as a construction worker during the Depression and was often without gainful employment.

If you’re particularly adventurous, you could try to find Andy’s former elementary school, which was alternately known as Holmes Elementary and Oakland Public School. It’s somewhere near the corner of Dawson Street and Edith Place, very near to Andy’s childhood home; it’s also said to be on the National Register of Historic Places.

Another easy walk from the Warhola home is Schenley High School (4101 Bigelow Blvd.). Warhol was a student here, and this is also where some of his earlier artistic efforts first flourished. You might also consider visiting the home where Andy was born; it’s at 73 Orr Street in the Uptown neighborhood, which is also known as Soho.

In between Oakland and Squirrel Hill is the campus of Carnegie Mellon University, which was known as Carnegie Tech when Andy Warhol attended as a student in the department of painting and design.

Just south of Schenley Park is Greenfield and the Four Mile Run area, where you’ll find St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church (506 Saline St., www.sjcbcc.com). The church is where the Warhola family worshipped regularly; Andy was also baptized there. Visit the church’s website for service schedules or, if you’re so inclined, log onto the chapel’s Church Cam, where you can watch the proceedings in real time. You’ll find a link to the camera at www.war­hol.org/fig­ment, where you can also log onto a camera that shows a live feed of Warhol’s gravesite.

Regarding that gravesite, you’ll need a car to reach it. St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cemetery is in the South Hills neighborhood of Bethel Park, at the corner of Route 88 and Conner Road, and not far from South Hills Village Mall. Warhol is buried here next to his parents. The tombstone, located on a sloping hillside, is very modest and is sometimes decorated with a Campbell’s soup can or two.

In the somewhat rough-and-tumble neighborhood of McKees Rocks is the Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church (1437 Superior Ave.), where Warhol’s funeral service took place.

Two of Andy Warhol’s nephews, George and Marty Warhola, who both continue to live in Pittsburgh, are currently operating competing scrap metal businesses within three miles of each other on the North Side. Marty runs Northside Scrap Metals, Inc. (825 Pennsylvania Ave., www.northsidescrapmetals.com, formerly Paul Warhola Scrap Metals) and George owns AJ Warhola Recycling Inc. (203 Chesboro St.).

On March 18, 2005, with much fanfare, the 7th Street Bridge was renamed the Andy Warhol Bridge. Start on the Downtown end and walk across for a beautiful view of the city and the Allegheny River. Once you reach the North Side you’ll be within spitting distance of the Andy Warhol Museum (117 Sandusky St., 412/237-8300, www.warhol.org) itself.



Also interesting is the architecture of the Gothic-style church, which was constructed in the shape of a cross. The famous industrialist Charles Scaife, among scores of wealthy Pittsburgh merchants, was a member of the church’s building committee. The uniquely curved pews, in fact, were constructed by the Joseph Horne Company, which sold dry goods in the city for decades.

Wrote Franklin Toker about Calvary United in Pittsburgh: An Urban Portrait: “Everything about the church inside and out is rich, textured, and above all, comfortable. To enter it is to intrude on a sumptuous private drawing room.”

The Allegheny Historic Preservation Society is currently working to preserve the sections of this historic landmark that have fallen into disrepair. To make a contribution, contact the AHPS at 412/323-1070.

Map 1: 971 Beech Ave., 412/231-2007, www.calvarypgh.com; group tours given by appointment only; free

CARNEGIE SCIENCE CENTER AND HIGHMARK SPORTSWORKS

Filled with kid-friendly and hands-on exhibits, the Carnegie Science Center approaches an often-tedious subject with a rather honorable mission: “To [inspire] learning and curiosity by connecting science and technology with everyday life.” In other words, gaining an understanding of the world in which we live can be a blast here, where permanent displays include the Kitchen Theater, which looks at science through the art of cooking, and SeaScape, a 2,000-square-foot aquarium. Visitors also flock to the Science Center for its four-story Omnimax Theater, as well as for its Buhl Planetarium & Observatory, regarded as one of the world’s most technologically sophisticated. (On Friday and Saturday nights, the planetarium plays host to a series of laser shows accompanied by classic rock soundtracks.) And docked in the Allegheny River just behind the Science Center is the World War II-era USS Requin, a Navy submarine that can be boarded and explored.

One of the center’s newest attractions is Roboworld, known as the world’s largest permanent robotics exhibition. And then there’s the phenomenal Highmark SportsWorks facility, a wonderfully interactive experience where kids young and old are encouraged to learn about the mysterious workings of the body by engaging in physical activity. There are nearly 30 different interactive experiences, where visitors, for instance, can race a virtual Olympic sprinter, climb a 25-foot rock wall, or attempt to pitch a fastball. SportsWorks, in fact, is the very best sort of museum: It’s practically a guaranteed good time.

Map 1: 1 Allegheny Ave., 412/237-3400, www.carnegiesciencecenter.org; Sun.-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat. 10am-7pm; $17.95 adult, $11.95 child (including Science Center exhibits, Highmark SportsWorks, planetarium shows, and USS Requin; Omnimax films and laser shows are extra)

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF PITTSBURGH

After a massive expansion project transformed the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh from a relatively insignificant structure into something of a youth-oriented educational town square, Pittsburgh now has bragging rights to one of the most pioneering and novel museums for kids in the country. Even better is the building’s environmentally friendly focus: Designed and constructed with sustainable materials, the museum is an officially LEED-certified “green building.” Now four times as large as the previous museum, with part of the building located in a disused U.S. Post Office and part in the former Buhl Planetarium, it holds 12 permanent exhibits, including a replica of the television world seen on PBS’s Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood; the Makeshop, a DIY maker space where kids and families can explore woodworking, circuitry, and sewing; and the fantastic Waterplay exhibit, where children can pump, move, channel, and dam various flows of water. (Bring bathing suits for this one!)

There is an excellent collection of interactive exhibits built around a philosophy quite similar to that of the Carnegie Science Museum: The house’s official mantra is “Play with Real Stuff,” and it means that by playing and experimenting, as opposed to simply looking and listening, kids will be more excited to learn about the world that surrounds them. For instance, the museum includes an art studio offering printmaking, paper-making, and painting. There’s a garage where machinery and engines can be tinkered with. And definitely don’t miss the Attic, with its oddly tilted Gravity Room, or the TapeScape, a massive indoor landscape made from 168 rolls of clear packing tape.

Map 1: 10 Children’s Way, Allegheny Square, 412/322-5058, www.pittsburghkids.org; daily 10am-5pm; $13 adult, $12 child and senior

HOUSE POEM AND CITY OF ASYLUM

The tiny wooden row house known as House Poem is owned by the Pittsburgh chapter of the international City of Asylum organization, which provides sanctuary to writers who have been persecuted in their own countries. The Chinese poet Huang Xiang was House Poem’s first writer-in-residence, and he’s also the person responsible for the striking Chinese characters that cover the home’s facade, literally from the curb to the roof.

Wander down the small road toward 324 Sampsonia Way, which houses the City of Asylum/Pittsburgh headquarters, and you’ll stumble upon other unusually painted houses: 324 Sampsonia, for instance, was covered with a wrap-around mural featuring Pittsburgh cityscapes and traditional Burmese images when the Burmese writer Khet Mar and her husband, the painter Than Htay Muang, took up residence there.

Currently, the City of Asylum organization is in the process of constructing a literary center known as Alphabet City on the Garden Theater Block of West North Avenue, which is just a few blocks south of Sampsonia Way. Projected to open in the spring of 2014, the three ground-level storefronts of Alphabet City will house a bookstore, a recording/broadcast-enabled performance space, a restaurant, a free book-distribution program, and more.

Map 1: 408 Sampsonia Way, 412/323-0278, www.cityofasylumpittsburgh.org; free

MATTRESS FACTORY

Not only is the Mattress Factory an internationally recognized organization that focuses singularly on installation art, but it also hosts a truly unique residency program. Over the past three decades, more than 250 artists have lived at the museum while creating new work. And while any given year sees a regular rotation of such new (and temporary) installations, the museum owns many permanent pieces as well. Some of the most stunning are James Turrell’s odd and unsettling works of neon and light. Don’t miss Pleiades, an entirely dark room where a presence of light may or may not appear. Another can’t-miss is Yayoi Kusama’s Infinity Dots Mirrored Room; entering it may just change your perspective on reality itself.

Admission is free for children under 6, and for CMU, Pitt, and Point Park students. Every Tuesday, the museum offers half-price admission (with the exception of group tours).
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clockwise from top left: the National Aviary; the Andy Warhol Museum; Carnegie Science Center
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Map 1: 500 Sampsonia Way, 412/231-3169, www.mattress.org; Tues.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 1pm-5pm; $15 adult, $10 student, $10 senior, half-price admission on Tues.


S NATIONAL AVIARY


As home to more than 600 exotic birds of more than 200 species—many of them endangered—it’s no wonder the National Aviary is known as one of the most important bird zoos in the country. Along with its extensive and many-hued flock, however, much of the aviary’s deserved popularity is derived from the glass building’s interior design: Visitors can choose to stroll through the two open rooms where birds fly freely among them, or they can venture into a more traditional viewing locale where birds and humans don’t mix. (In these areas, a thin mesh-wire sheet is used to cage the creatures.) Yet completely unlike the traditional zoo environment, it is possible to literally get face-to-beak with a flamingo or a parrot. And while some visitors may find this setup surprising, or even frightening, young children often seem to mix quite naturally with the animals. What could possibly be a more exciting way to educate a preschooler or elementary school-age child about the wonders of the natural world?

Some of the many birds you may see include the bald eagle, the gray-winged trumpeter, the king vulture, the military macaw, the toco toucan, the African penguin, the speckled mousebird, and the white-crested laughing thrush. Feedings and various demonstrations take place throughout the day; visitors can even participate in the daily tropical forest and wetlands feedings of the truly glorious feathered fowl who call this special place home.

The aviary recently completed a massive, $17.5 million renovation and expansion, and new exhibitions have since been unveiled in the space, which is now LEED Silver certified and fully ADA accessible. The Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone Theater, for instance, is an indoor, 125-seat space where free-flight bird shows take place. Penguin Point, meanwhile, is the new home of the aviary’s 16 African penguins; it offers up-close, 360-degree views of the flock.

Map 1: Allegheny Commons West Park, 412/323-7235, www.aviary.org; daily 10am-5pm; $13 adult, $11 child, $12 senior (shows are $5 extra)

PHOTO ANTIQUITIES MUSEUM

A 2,500-square-foot museum dedicated to the preservation of historical photography, the Photo Antiquities Museum is decorated with a quaint Victorian interior and boasts an archive of more than 100,000 negatives and prints. Beginning with the very earliest days of photography, the collection spans not only images, of which roughly 3,000 are always on display, but also cameras and other photographic accessories. The era of the earliest daguerreotype (roughly 1839) is documented, as is every important photographic era, including the digital cameras of the 21st century. The relatively small museum has literally hundreds of historical photographs on display, and at the on-site gift shop, visitors can purchase reproductions—from 8 by 10 to mural-sized—of any of the museum’s images. Lectures and tours are occasionally given by volunteers; call or visit the website for upcoming schedules.

Map 1: 531 E. Ohio St., 412/231-7881, www.photoantiquities.org; Mon. and Wed.-Sat. 10am-4pm; $10 adult, $8 child, senior, and student

RANDYLAND

Although he claims not to be an artist, Pittsburgh native Randy Gilson has nevertheless spent more than 20 years transforming his three-story North Side home into what is commonly referred to as the most colorful building in the city. Indeed, stumbling across this improbably cheerful parcel of land, which sits smack-dab in the heart of the rough-and-tumble Central North Side, is certainly one of Pittsburgh’s happiest surprises. The house itself is coated in shining-bright primary colors and covered in murals, vintage signs, and random tchotchkes of all sorts, including a handmade 3-D map of the North Side. Over the years, Gilson has also painstakingly applied his creative touch to a roughly 30-block area around his home, a process that has resulted in more than 800 Day-Glo street gardens and 50 vegetable gardens cropping up around the Mexican War Streets neighborhood.

But what exactly is Randyland? For the time being, at least, it’s nothing more than a seriously unusual corner of Pittsburgh; there’s nothing to buy, in other words, and nothing much to do. That is, unless you’d like to call Randyland home—Gilson is currently renting the space for $1,000 per month. Visit the website for details.

Map 1: 1507 Arch St., 412/321-7776, www.visualvitamin.com; free

RIVERS CASINO

Located right on the shores of the Ohio River, roughly halfway between Heinz Field and the West End Bridge, the always-open, steel-and-glass-encased Rivers Casino has been home to a certain degree of controversy for a number of years now—long before its license to operate had even been granted by the city, in fact.

Its most vehement detractors, predictably enough, cited the many negative ramifications such a business would almost certainly stir up in an economically teetering city such as Pittsburgh: gambling addiction, growing levels of crime and prostitution, increased poverty. But despite the years of political hard-balling and liberal hand-wringing that preceded its arrival in August 2009, Rivers Casino is now a seemingly permanent addition to the North Shore’s landscape. And what a truly enormous and world-class addition it is, reminiscent of the glamorous and higher-end mega-casinos that line the length of the Las Vegas strip.

The 120,000-square-foot gaming floor, for instance, features nearly 3,000 slot machines, and the covered parking lot has spaces for 3,800 visitors. There’s also an outdoor amphitheater, a half dozen contemporary lounges and eateries, and a private club for high rollers. Special ventilation units clean and refresh the casino’s air every 12 minutes, as smoking is allowed on parts of the gaming floor. Penny slots are abundant, and Pennsylvania’s solitary $500 slot machine can be found here. And while table games were initially all electronically operated, that’s since changed; visitors will find everything from craps and roulette to Pai Gow poker and mini baccarat, all staffed by actual dealers and croupiers. There’s even a dedicated 30-table poker room.

There are, in fact, a number of casino anomalies: The gaming floor features a massive wall of windows, which offers a brilliant view of the Ohio River outside. And LCD TV screens, mostly featuring professional sports, are abundant. It appears as if Rivers will remain a permanent part of the Pittsburgh story. For the time being, at least, the casino is nothing if not a fascinating cultural addition to a city that has always been lacking in extravagances. Don’t leave Pittsburgh without at least paying it a quick visit.

Map 1: 777 Casino Dr., 412/231-7777, www.theriverscasino.com; daily 24 hours
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CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

After Scottish immigrant Andrew Carnegie made his fortune in the steel industry and then became one of the world’s most famous philanthropists, he gave quite a bit back to the city of Pittsburgh, where buildings and institutions named after him seem nearly ubiquitous in some quarters.

Carnegie Mellon University was founded by Carnegie himself in 1900, who first dubbed it Carnegie Technical School; it later became known as the Carnegie Institute of Technology. Today, the university is considered a worldwide leader in the fields of robotics and computer engineering and, to a lesser extent, in fine arts and business administration.

To pay a visit to the campus, which is on Forbes Avenue just up the hill from the University of Pittsburgh, start by wandering the grassy, parklike expanse known as “the cut”; to its left sits the University Student Center (www.cmu.edu/university-center), where a convenience store, the student bookstore, a food court, and a café can be found. Once inside the Student Center, the Information Desk (412/268-2107, Sun.-Thurs. 8am-midnight, Fri.-Sat. 8am-2am), which is actually a walk-up window, should be your very first stop. The CMU student staffing the desk will respond to queries about where to go, what to see, and what to do while on campus. Detailed campus maps and handbills advertising upcoming events are available. To view an even wider collection of notices, such as flyers announcing upcoming rock concerts, cars for sale, and roommates wanted, ask the student to point you in the direction of the bulletin board down the hall.
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