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Introduction



Spanish Grammar You Really Need to Know has been designed as a reference book for those who, with or without the help of a teacher, need to revise all the essentials of Spanish grammar. It will also be useful as a companion to your Spanish course. A particular feature of the book is its two-fold approach to the language, from a communicative perspective as well as from a purely grammatical one.


The communicative element of the course draws its contents from your own needs as a non-native speaker of Spanish, covering all the most important language uses, which in turn are linked to the grammatical constructions that you will need in order to express them.


On the contents page, each unit lists both language uses and grammatical terms, which will allow you to approach the book from either perspective. If you are using this as a reference book to study or revise particular grammatical points, you will be able to do this by looking them up in the index at the back of the book.


Whether you are new to Spanish or already have some knowledge of it, I will be guiding you through all the essentials of the language, starting with the most basic forms and moving on to more advanced ones, giving you all the elements you need to communicate with Spanish speakers correctly and with confidence.
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How to use this book


The following procedure is suggested for working through each unit:


Read the section headed In this unit you will learn …, which gives information about the language uses that are studied in the unit, for example how to say who you are and state your nationality, among other language functions in Unit 1. Then read the Language points, which list the constructions associated with those language uses, for example subject pronouns and present tense of ser to be in Unit 1. You can then study the Key sentences and their English translations, which are intended to ease your way into the Grammar summary which follows. The language content of the unit is explained here in terms which you should find easy to follow; each point is illustrated by means of further examples, all with their English translations. The vocabulary has been kept simple, so that you can focus your attention on the grammar rather than on the meanings of single words. Try fixing the new language constructions in your memory by writing further examples of your own. Use the Spanish–English vocabulary and the English–Spanish vocabulary to find new words to adapt the sentences in the unit. In the grammar section, as in other parts of the unit, you will find Insights containing further information on language points, as well as useful hints on how to deal with some of them. A few of these notes refer to cultural aspects related to Spain or Spanish America.


Language always functions within a context, so the purpose of the In context section, which follows the Grammar summary, is to show you how the grammar you have learned in the unit can be used. Read the dialogues and other texts here, paying special attention to the points highlighted in earlier parts of the unit. Key words are listed under each dialogue or text.


To help you consolidate what you have learned, each unit includes a Practice section, containing both grammatical and communicative exercises. Go through these without looking at the preceding notes, checking your answers in the Key to the exercises if necessary. Each unit ends with a Test yourself section, a form of self-assessment of the key elements in the unit. The answers to the test will be found in the Answer key. If most or all of your answers are right, and you feel confident with the new language, proceeed to the next unit in a similar way. However, if you still feel uncertain, go back through the unit again, checking also the Grammar reference, where you may find further information. The list of Irregular verbs may also be of help. If you wish to expand on what you have learned, consult the Taking it further section, where you will find references to other grammar books as well as other useful information related to Spanish, such as websites, access to media, including newspapers, television and radio, language courses and organizations.


Although most words used throughout the units are listed in the Spanish–English vocabulary and English–Spanish vocabulary at the end of the book, a good pocket dictionary should help you with those which are not, and will also be useful when building up sentences or texts of your own.
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The alphabet












	a

	a

	Ana






	b

	be

	Bilbao






	c

	ce

	Cuba, gracias






	d

	de

	día






	e

	e

	Elena






	f

	efe

	Francia






	g

	ge

	Gloria, Algeciras






	h

	hache

	hasta






	i

	i

	Isabel






	j

	jota

	Juan






	k

	ca

	kilo






	l

	ele

	Londres






	m

	eme

	María






	n

	ene

	no






	ñ

	eñe

	mañana






	o

	o

	Colombia, poco






	p

	pe

	Perú






	q

	cu

	que, quinto






	r

	erre, ere

	perro, Río, París






	s

	ese

	Susana






	t

	te

	Tarragona






	u

	u

	Murcia






	v

	uve

	Venezuela






	w

	uve doble

	Washington






	x

	equis

	taxi






	y

	i griega

	yo, Paraguay






	z

	zeta

	Cádiz







Until fairly recently, ch and ll were considered separate letters of the alphabet, but this is no longer the case. You may still find separate entries for them in some monolingual dictionaries, but most recent bilingual dictionaries treat ch within c and ll within l. Many speakers, however, still consider them as separate letters so you should be aware of their names:












	ch

	che

	Chile






	ll

	elle

	calle
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Pronunciation guide


The aim of this pronunciation guide is to offer hints which will enable you to produce sounds recognizable to Spanish speakers. It cannot by itself teach you to pronounce Spanish accurately. The best way to acquire a reasonably good accent is to listen to and try to imitate native speakers. Listed below are the main elements of Spanish pronunciation and their approximate English equivalent. Only information on those sounds which may cause difficulty to English speakers has been included.


 


VOWELS












	a

	like the a in answer but shorter (British English)

	






	

	like the u in but (American English)

	
Ana







	e

	like the e in red


	
Elena







	i

	like the ea in mean


	
Rita







	o

	like the o in cost


	
poco







	u

	like the oo in moon


	
luna








CONSONANTS












	b

	
and in initial position and after n are

	
Barcelona,





	v

	pronounced the same, with lips closed, like the b in bar


	
invierno






	b

	
and in other positions are pronounced with the

	
Sevilla, Alba






	v

	lips slightly apart

	





	c

	before a, o, u: like the c in car
before e and i: like the th in think


	
coche
gracias,
Valencia






	

	(in Spanish America, Southern Spain and the Canaries, like the s in sink)





	g

	before a, o, u: like the g in get


	
Málaga






	

	before e and i: like the ch in loch


	
Gibraltar






	gu

	before e and i: like the g in get


	
Guernica






	h

	is silent

	
Honduras






	j

	like the ch in loch


	
Jamaica






	ll

	like the y in yes


	
paella






	

	(in Argentina, more like the s in television)





	ñ

	like the ni in onion


	
mañana






	qu

	like the k in keep


	
que






	r

	between vowels or at the end of a word, like the r in very


	
caro, calor






	

	in initial position, strongly rolled

	
Roma






	rr

	always strongly rolled

	
Tarragona






	v

	like b (see b above)

	





	w

	(in foreign words) like Spanish b and v (see above) or English w


	
wáter, Taiwán






	x

	between vowels: like the x in box


	
taxi






	

	before a consonant: as above or as s in Peninsular Spanish in a few words,

	





	

	like the ch in loch


	
México






	y

	like the y in yes


	





	

	(in Argentina, more like the s in television)

	
mayo






	z

	like the th in think


	
Zaragoza, Cádiz






	

	(in Spanish America, Southern Spain and the Canaries, like the s in sink)

	






The pronunciation of c before i and e, as in gracias and Valencia, and z, as in Zaragoza and Cádiz, are both pronounced like an s in Spanish America (as well as in parts of Southern Spain and the Canaries). This can be said to be the main difference in pronunciation between Latin American Spanish and that spoken in most parts of Spain.


 


STRESS AND ACCENTUATION



a  Words which end in a vowel, n or s stress the last syllable but one: Inglaterra England; toman you/they take; Estados Unidos United States.



b  Words which end in a consonant other than n or s stress the last syllable: Madrid; español Spanish; aparcar to park.



c  A written accent overrides the above two rules; the vowel with the written accent is stressed: allí there; invitación invitation; inglés English; difícil difficult; González.



d  A number of words are stressed on the third-from-last syllable, in which case the stressed vowel carries a written accent: América America; histórico historical; rápido quick, fast.



e  One-syllable words do not normally carry an accent (see exceptions in f below): dio he/she/you gave; fui I went/was; pan bread; ¡ven! come!.



f  A written accent is used to differentiate meanings between pairs of words which are spelt the same: de of – dé give (but deme/denos give me/us); el the – él he; mi my – mí me; se (one/him/her/your) self – sé I know; si if – sí yes; te (for/to) you – té tea; tu your – tú you.



g  Many educated speakers and Spanish grammar books use accents to differentiate words such as este/éste this/this one, ese/ése that/that one. The Real Academia Española (the body which regulates the spelling and usage of the Spanish language) has ruled that an accent on these words is not required, unless there is ambiguity, which is rarely the case. In this book, they have been used without accents.



h  Question words carry an accent: ¿cómo? how?; ¿cuál? which?; ¿cuándo? when?; ¿cuánto? how much?; ¿dónde? where?; ¿por qué? why?; ¿qué? what?; ¿quién? who? Accents are also used in exclamations: ¡qué bonito! how pretty!; ¡quién sabe! who knows?




i  Words ending in -án, -én, -és, -ín and -ón in the singular lose this accent when a syllable is added to form the plural, thus following rule a above: alemán/alemanes German/s; jabón/jabones soap. Similarly, words ending in -án, -és, -ín and ón in the masculine lose the accent in the feminine form: alemán/alemana German (m./f.); escocés/escocesa Scottish (m./f.).


 


ABBREVIATIONS


The following abbreviations have been used in this book: m./masc. masculine, f./fem. feminine, fam. familiar (or inf. informal), pol. (or formal) polite, sing. singular, pl. plural, L.Am. Latin America, Am.E. American English.




1


[image: image]


Asking for and giving personal information


In this unit, you will learn how to:


•  say who you are


•  state your nationality


•  say where you are from


•  say what your occupation is


•  give similar information about other people


•  ask for personal information


Language points


•  subject pronouns



•  ser in the present tense



•  gender of nouns


•  plural of nouns


•  adjectives indicating nationality


•  interrogative sentences


•  negative sentences
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Key sentences


The key sentences and grammar notes which follow will show you how to ask for and give simple personal information in Spanish. Look at the sentences and their English translation first then read the Grammar summary for an explanation of how the language works.


 


SAYING WHO YOU ARE










	Soy Antonio/Ana.


	
I’m Antonio/Ana.








 


STATING YOUR NATIONALITY










	Soy español/española.


	I’m Spanish. (man/woman)








 


SAYING WHERE YOU ARE FROM










	Soy de Madrid/Salamanca.


	
I’m from Madrid/Salamanca.








 


SAYING WHAT YOUR OCCUPATION IS










	Soy arquitecto/a.


	I’m an architect. (man/woman)







	Soy estudiante.


	
I’m a student.








 


GIVING SIMILAR INFORMATION ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE










	Él es Luis/chileno/profesor.


	
He’s Luis/Chilean/a teacher.







	Ella es de Barcelona/Londres.


	
She’s from Barcelona/London.








 


ASKING FOR PERSONAL INFORMATION










	¿Es usted Gloria?


	Are you Gloria? (formal)







	Usted es española, ¿no?


	You are Spanish, aren’t you? (formal/fem.)







	¿Eres inglés o americano?


	Are you English or American? (informal/masc.)







	No eres de aquí, ¿verdad?


	You’re not from here, are you? (informal)








Insight


Spanish has three words to designate an American: americano/a (male/female), norteamericano/a (male/female) North American and estadounidense (male or female) from the United States (Estados Unidos). The last one is the least frequent and it is usually found in the press. Note also that words for nationality are not written with capital letters in Spanish.
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Grammar summary


 


    1  SUBJECT PRONOUNS (I, YOU, HE, SHE, ETC.)



To say I, you, he, she, etc. in Spanish, we use the following set of words:










	Singular


	 






	yo


	I







	tú


	you (familiar)







	usted


	you (polite)







	él


	he







	ella


	she
















	Plural


	 






	nosotros/as


	we (masc./fem.)







	vosotros/as


	you (familiar, masc./fem.)







	ustedes


	you (polite)







	ellos


	they (masc.)







	ellas


	they (fem.)








Insight



Nosotras we is used by females when there are no males involved. Vosotras you is used to address two or more females.


Familiar and polite forms of address


Notice that Spanish uses familiar and polite forms of address. The familiar forms (tú and vosotros) are used very extensively in Spain today, even among people who have never met before. However, in business and official situations, it may generally be safer to use the polite form to start with and then wait and see what the other person is using and do likewise. In writing, usted and ustedes are normally found in abbreviated form as Vd. and Vds. or as Ud. and Uds.



Spanish-American usage


Spanish Americans do not use the familiar plural vosotros. Instead, they will use ustedes, without differentiating between familiarity and formality. Consequently, the verb forms to address a group of people will be those corresponding to ustedes. In the singular, the distinction between tú and usted still remains.


Omission of subject pronouns


Generally, subject pronouns are omitted in Spanish, except at the start of a conversation, to add emphasis or to avoid ambiguity, as with él, ella, usted (and their plural equivalents) which always share the same verb forms.










	Él es español.


	
He’s Spanish.







	Ella es española.


	
She’s Spanish.







	Usted es español.


	
You’re Spanish.








 


    2  SER (TO BE)




Ser is the verb most frequently used in Spanish when giving basic personal information, such as your name, nationality, place of origin and occupation. Here is ser fully conjugated in the present tense:










	Singular


	 






	yo soy


	I am







	tú eres


	you are (familiar)







	usted es


	you are (polite)







	él, ella es


	he, she is
















	Plural


	 






	nosotros/as somos


	we are (masc./fem.)







	vosotros/as sois


	you are (familiar, masc./fem.)







	ustedes son


	you are (polite)







	ellos, ellas son


	they are (masc./fem.)








Insight



Sois is not used in the Spanish-speaking countries of Latin America, where son is used in both formal and informal address: ¿Ustedes son españoles? Are you Spanish?



For other uses of ser, see Units 2, 3, 5, 6, 11 and the Grammar reference.


 


    3  GENDER OF NOUNS



Masculine or feminine?


All nouns in Spanish are either masculine or feminine. Nouns which refer to people, such as those indicating professions or occupations, will normally agree in gender with the person referred to. The following simple rules will help you to form the feminine of nouns denoting professions:


   •   Change the -o to -a.












	
Él es abogado.


	
He’s a lawyer.







	
Ella es abogada.


	
She’s a lawyer.











   •   Add -a to the consonant.












	Juan es profesor.


	
Juan is a teacher.







	
María es profesora.


	
María is a teacher.











   •   Nouns which end in -e do not normally change for masculine and feminine.












	
Pedro es estudiante.


	
Pedro is a student.







	
Carmen es estudiante.


	
Carmen is a student.











But there are exceptions:












	
Él es dependiente.


	
He’s a shop assistant.







	
Ella es dependienta.


	
She’s a shop assistant.







	
Él es jefe de ventas.



	
He’s a sales manager.







	
Ella es jefa de ventas.



	
She’s a sales manager.











   •   Nouns which end in -ista never change for masculine and feminine.












	
Él/Ella es dentista.


	
He’s/She’s a dentist.











With certain professions, you may still hear the masculine form used with reference to women, for example:










	Él/Ella es médico.


	
He’s/She’s a doctor.








However, new attitudes towards women in Spanish society are bringing about changes in this area of language usage, so you are more likely to come across:










	Él es doctor.


	
He’s a doctor.







	
Ella es doctora.


	
She’s a doctor.








Note that Spanish does not use the equivalent of a before a word indicating a profession or occupation, unless the noun is qualified:










	Es profesora de español.


	
She’s a Spanish teacher.








But:










	Es una profesora excelente.


	
She’s an excellent teacher.








A few nouns which designate people, among them the following ones, have different forms for males and females.










	el actor – la actriz


	actor – actress







	el alcalde – la alcaldesa


	mayor







	el rey – la reina


	king – queen







	el poeta – la poetisa


	poet







	el héroe – la heroína


	hero – heroine








While it is not always possible to determine the gender of a noun from its ending, there are a number of endings which can tell us whether a word is masculine or feminine. Words which end in -ción, -sión, -dad, -ie and -tud are normally feminine: estación station, decisión decision, ciudad city, serie series, juventud youth. Words that end in -aje, -ema, -ismo and -miento are normally masculine: aterrizaje landing, dilema dilemma, periodismo journalism, casamiento marriage.


There is more on the gender of nouns in Unit 2 and in the Grammar reference, paragraph 2.


 


    4  PLURAL OF NOUNS



As in English, nouns in Spanish can have singular and plural forms. The plural of nouns is normally formed by adding -s to the singular form, unless the word ends in a consonant, in which case you add -es.










	Él es arquitecto.


	
He’s an architect.







	Ellos son arquitectos.


	
They’re architects.







	Soy doctor.


	
I’m a doctor.







	Somos doctores.


	
We’re doctors.








See also the Grammar reference, paragraph 2.


 


    5  ADJECTIVES INDICATING NATIONALITY



Masculine or feminine?


Adjectives of nationality, like many adjectives in Spanish, have masculine and feminine forms. To form the feminine from a masculine adjective of nationality or origin, change -o to -a or add -a to the consonant, as in:










	John es británico.


	
John is British.







	Sarah es británica.


	
Sarah is British.







	Peter es inglés.


	
Peter is English.







	Ann es inglesa.


	
Ann is English.








Insight


The word inglesa follows the normal stress pattern of Spanish, whereby words which end in a vowel, -n or -s stress the last syllable but one. Words of this kind are not written with an accent. The stress in inglés falls on the last syllable, therefore it needs a written accent.


Singular and plural


The plural of adjectives, like that of nouns, is normally formed by adding -s to the singular form, unless the word ends in a consonant, in which case you add -es.










	John es británico.


	
John is British.







	John y Sarah son británicos.


	
John and Sarah are British.







	Peter es inglés.


	
Peter is English.







	Peter y Ann son ingleses.


	
Peter and Ann are English.








Notice that when the adjective refers to both male and female, the masculine form is used.


Adjectives which end in -i and -ú add -es to form the plural.










	Él es paquistaní.


	
He’s Pakistani.







	Ellos son paquistaníes.


	
They’re Pakistani.







	Ella es hindú.


	
She’s Hindu.







	Ellas son hindúes.


	
They’re Hindu.








Insight


In some Spanish-speaking countries, the word hindú is used instead of indio/a Indian to designate someone from India.


Adjectives which end in -z change -z into -c and add -es.










	Paco es andaluz.


	
Paco is Andalusian.







	Paco y Antonio son andaluces.


	
Paco and Antonio are Andalusian.








 


    6  ASKING QUESTIONS



It is possible to form questions in Spanish in several ways:


   •   Using the same word order as in a statement, but with a rising intonation.












	¿Usted es española?


	Are you Spanish?











   •   Reversing the order subject–verb.












	¿Es usted irlandés?


	Are you Irish?











   •   Adding either ¿verdad? (literally, true?) or ¿no? to the statement.












	Usted es escocés, ¿verdad?


	You’re Scottish, aren’t you?







	Ella es americana, ¿no?


	She’s American, isn’t she?











 


    7  NEGATIVE SENTENCES



Negative sentences are formed simply by using the word no before the verb.










	¿No es usted español?


	Aren’t you Spanish?







	No, no soy español.


	
No, I’m not Spanish.








Notice the double negative, as in English, in the second sentence.


 


 


    8  ASKING FOR AND GIVING INFORMATION ABOUT MARITAL STATUS



To ask for and give information about marital status, use the verb estar (also meaning to be). Estar is normally used when referring to states or conditions, such as the state of being single or married (see Unit 3).










	¿Está soltero/a o casado/a?


	Is he/she single or married?







	Está soltera.


	
She’s single.








But note:










	Es un hombre casado.


	
He’s a married man.







	Es una mujer divorciada.


	
She’s a divorced woman.








Definitions such as the above require ser rather than estar.


Latin Americans tend to use ser to express marital status.










	Carlos es casado.


	
Carlos is married.
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In context



1  Study these conversations between people who have just met and are getting to know each other. The first exchange is formal and the second one informal.


Which country is the man from?










	
a  Señor

	¿Es Vd. española?






	    Señora



	Sí, soy española, ¿y Vd.?







	    Señor



	Soy mexicano. Soy de Guadalajara.







	    Señora



	Yo soy de Madrid.










	QV






sí yes




y and



Which city does Carmen come from?










	
b  Carlos



	Hola. ¿Cómo te llamas?







	    Carmen



	Me llamo Carmen, ¿y tú?







	    Carlos



	Yo soy Carlos López. ¿Eres de Madrid?







	    Carmen



	No, no soy de Madrid. Soy de Salamanca.










	QV






hola hello




¿Cómo te llamas? What’s your name? (fam.)



Insight



Me llamo … means literally I call myself …, from llamarse to call oneself. To ask someone’s name in a formal way, use the phrase ¿Cómo se llama usted?




2  Look at this piece of writing which gives personal information:


Me llamo Alfonso González, soy español, de Sevilla. Soy estudiante de medicina …
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Practice



1  You are writing to a Spanish-speaking correspondent for the first time. Try putting the following information into Spanish.


       a   Say what your name is.


       b   Say your nationality.


       c   Say what town or city you are from.


       d   Say what your occupation is.


       e   Say whether you are single or married.



2  At a party, you are introduced to someone who only speaks Spanish. Can you supply your questions in this dialogue?


       –   Hola, ¿__?


       –   Me llamo Antonio.


       –   ¿ __?


       –   No, no soy español. Soy argentino.


       –   ¿ __?


       –   Sí, soy de Buenos Aires.


       –   ¿ __?


       –   Sí, soy estudiante. Estudio inglés y alemán.



3  What do these people do for a living? Match the names with the occupations listed below and write sentences saying what they do. Use the appropriate gender in each case.


	

médico/a estudiante taxista mecánico/a peluquero/a camarero/a (mesero/a, L.Am.)
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TEST YOURSELF


  1    Supply the missing subject pronouns.


– __ es español, ¿verdad?


– Sí, __ soy español, pero mi mujer no, __ es argentina. Y __, ¿de dónde sois?


  2    Replace each of the following by a suitable subject pronoun. a Carmen y yo b María c Andrés y usted d José e Patricia y tú


  3    Give the appropriate form of ser.


– ¿De dónde __ ustedes?


– __ de Bristol. Y tú, ¿de dónde __?


  4    Give the feminine for each of these occupations.



a ingeniero b escritor c dependiente d actor


  5    Give the feminine for each of these nationalities.



a español b mexicano c francés d alemán e andaluz


  6    Give the plural for each of these nationalities.



a americano b árabe c irlandés d andaluz e marroquí f hindú


  7    Give three alternatives in Spanish for this question.


Are you English? (formal/fem.)


  8    Translate this conversation into Spanish.


– Are you a lawyer? (inf./masc.)


– No, I’m not a lawyer, I’m a dentist.


  9    Translate this conversation into Spanish.


– Is she single or married?


– She’s divorced.



10   Complete the sentences with suitable words.


– ¿Cómo __ llamas?


– __ llamo Emilio. Soy __ Granada.


Check the Answer key if you feel uncertain about any of your answers. If most of them were correct, it means you are now able to give some important information about yourself and others. If any of your answers were wrong, make sure you revise the relevant sections of the unit before you go on to Unit 2.
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Identifying people, places and things


In this unit, you will learn how to:


•  introduce people


•  greet people when being introduced


•  identify people, places and things


Language points


•  demonstrative adjectives and pronouns


•  ser in introductions and identification



•  definite articles



•  question words ¿quién?, ¿cuál?, ¿qué?




•  possessives: mi, tu, su
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Key sentences


To introduce people and to identify people, places and things, you can use the Spanish equivalent of words such as this, that, these, those.


Questions leading to identification, for example Who’s that man?, What’s that?, require the use of question words.


The key sentences and grammar notes which follow will show you how to express these ideas in Spanish.


 


INTRODUCING PEOPLE










	Esta es Carmen/mi mujer.


	
This is Carmen/my wife.







	Este es Raúl/mi hermano.


	
This is Raúl/my brother.








 


GREETING PEOPLE WHEN BEING INTRODUCED










	Encantado/a.


	Pleased to meet you. (man/woman)







	Mucho gusto.


	
Pleased to meet you.







	Hola.


	
Hello.








Insight


The word encantado, literally delighted, said by a man, will change to encantada when said by a woman. Mucho gusto, literally much pleasure, is invariable. In more informal situations, use hola hello.


 


IDENTIFYING PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS










	¿Quién es esa señora/ese señor?


	Who’s that lady/gentleman?







	Es la señora Ruiz/el señor Bravo.


	
It’s Mrs Ruiz/Mr Bravo.







	¿Cuál es tu oficina/habitación?


	Which is your office/room?







	Es el número 202.


	
It’s number 202.







	¿Qué es esto/eso?


	What’s this/that?







	Es un despertador.


	
It’s an alarm clock.








Insight


Note the use of la the (fem.) before señora Mrs: la señora Ruiz. Before señor Mr, use el the (masc.): el señor Bravo. In direct address, la and el are not needed: Buenos días, señorita Lara Good morning, Miss Lara.
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Grammar summary


 


    1  DEMONSTRATIVES (THIS/THAT, THESE/THOSE)



Look at the preceding examples once again and study the Spanish equivalent of this, these and that, those. Unlike English, which only distinguishes between singular and plural, Spanish also makes a distinction between masculine and feminine.


Forms of demonstratives


This, these (next to you)










	
este señor (masc.)



	this gentleman







	
esta señora (fem.)



	this lady







	
estos señores (masc.)



	these gentlemen







	
estas señoras (fem.)



	these ladies








That, those (near you)










	
ese hotel (masc.)



	that hotel







	
esa habitación (fem.)



	that room







	
esos hoteles (masc.)



	those hotels







	
esas habitaciones (fem.)



	those rooms








Spanish also differs from English in having a separate set of words to identify or point at someone or something which is far from you. In English, however, the translation would still be that, those.










	
aquel chico (masc.)



	that boy







	
aquella chica (fem.)



	that girl







	
aquellos chicos (masc.)



	those boys







	
aquellas chicas (fem.)



	those girls








Adjectives and pronouns


In all the previous examples, the demonstratives have been followed by nouns (e.g. este señor, ese hotel, aquel chico), in which case words such as este, ese, aquel are functioning as adjectives.


But they may also be used to refer to a noun without mentioning it specifically, for example este (this one), ese (that one), aquel (that one over there). In this case, they act as pronouns.


Insight


Demonstrative pronouns are sometimes written with an accent, to distinguish them from adjectives. The Spanish Royal Academy (Real Academia Española), which is the body that regulates language usage in the Spanish-speaking world, has ruled that the written accent on demonstrative pronouns may be omitted, unless there is ambiguity, which is rarely the case. In this book, they have been used without the accent, but you may still find them with accents in some grammar books and literary texts, e.g. éste this one.


Neuter demonstratives


Neuter forms are used when we are not referring to a specific noun.










	
¿Qué es esto?



	What’s this?







	
¿Qué es eso?



	What’s that?







	
¿Qué es aquello?



	What’s that (over there)?







	
Quiero esto/eso.


	
I want this/that.








 


    2  SER (TO BE) IN INTRODUCTIONS AND IDENTIFICATION



Notice the use of ser (es for singular and son for plural) for identifying people, places and things.










	
Ese es el señor García.



	
That is Mr García.







	
Este es mi pueblo.



	
This is my town.







	
Aquellas son mis llaves.



	
Those are my keys.








If we are introducing or identifying ourselves, we need to use soy in the singular and somos in the plural.










	
Soy Paco Martínez.



	
I’m Paco Martínez.







	
Soy la señora Santos.



	
I’m Mrs Santos.







	
Somos los señores García.



	
We’re the Garcías.








Notice also the use of ser when enquiring about someone or something.










	
¿Quién es esa señorita?



	Who’s that young lady?







	
¿Cuál es el coche?



	Which is the car?








For the full forms of ser, see Unit 1.


 


    3  DEFINITE ARTICLES (THE)



As we saw in Unit 1, all nouns in Spanish are either masculine or feminine and, as in English, there are singular and plural forms. Likewise, the definite article (the) has different forms, depending on the gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural) of the noun it qualifies.










	
el hotel (masc. sing.)


	the hotel







	
la habitación (fem. sing.)


	the room







	
los hoteles (masc. pl.)


	the hotels







	
las habitaciones (fem. pl.)


	the rooms








But before a feminine noun beginning with a stressed a- or ha-, we must use el and not la.










	
el agua



	water







	
el arte



	art







	
el hambre



	hunger








The noun, however, is still feminine. Notice:










	el agua fría


	cold water







	las aguas


	waters







	las artes marciales


	martial arts








There is more on the use of the definite article in the Grammar reference.


 


    4  QUESTION WORDS QUIÉN, CUÁL, QUÉ


To ask questions in order to identify people, places and things, we may need words such as ¿quién? (who?), ¿cuál? (which?, what?) and ¿qué? (what?).


Quién – quiénes



Quién translates into English as who.










	
¿Quién es aquel muchacho?



	Who’s that boy?







	
¿Quién es aquella muchacha?



	Who’s that girl?








If we are referring to more than one person, we must use the plural form quiénes followed by the plural form of the verb.










	
¿Quiénes son esas personas?



	Who are those people?







	
¿Quiénes son esos niños?



	Who are those children?








Cuál – cuáles


The most usual translation of cuál into English is which.










	
¿Cuál es la maleta?



	Which is the suitcase?







	
¿Cuál es el equipaje?



	Which is the luggage?








The Spanish equivalent of Which are …? is ¿Cuáles son …?











	
¿Cuáles son los billetes?



	Which are the tickets?







	
¿Cuáles son las cartas?



	Which are the letters?








Notice also the use of cuál – cuáles in sentences where English would normally require the use of what.










	
¿Cuál es el problema?



	What’s the problem?







	
¿Cuáles son las ventajas?



	What are the advantages?







	
¿Cuál es tu dirección/email?



	What’s your address/e-mail?







	
¿Cuál es tu número de teléfono?



	What’s your telephone number?








Insight


The English construction What + to be + noun normally translates into Spanish as ¿Cuál es …?, ¿Cuáles son …?



Qué



Qué translates normally as what.










	
¿Qué es eso?



	What’s that?







	
¿Qué es esto?



	What’s this?








But when it functions as an adjective, it sometimes translates as which.










	
¿Qué libro es?



	Which book is it?







	
¿Qué habitación es?



	Which room is it?








Notice the use of the accent in all interrogative words: ¿quién?, ¿cuál?, ¿qué?, etc.


 


    5  POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES MI, TU, SU


The Spanish equivalent of my (as in my friend) is mi, which varies in number, depending on whether the noun which follows is singular or plural. There is no variation for masculine or feminine.










	
Esa es mi amiga Isabel.



	
That is my friend Isabel.







	
Estos son mis amigos chilenos.



	
These are my Chilean friends.








To say your, use tu (informal) or su (formal). Like mi above, tu and su add an -s when followed by a plural noun.










	
¿Es ese tu coche?



	Is that your car?







	
¿Son esas sus llaves?



	Are those your keys?









Su/s also stands for his/her/its.










	
¿Cuál es su email?



	What’s his/her e-mail?







	
¿Cuáles son sus libros?



	Which are his/her books?








For the full forms and usage of possessive adjectives and pronouns, see Unit 6.


 


    6  OTHER WAYS OF INTRODUCING PEOPLE



Here are some alternative ways of introducing people:


Informal










	Te presento a Juan.


	May I introduce Juan?







	¿Conoces a Ana?


	Do you know/Have you met Ana?








Formal










	Le presento a María.


	May I introduce María?







	¿Conoce Vd. a Isabel?


	Do you know/Have you met Isabel?








Insight


Note the use of the preposition a after presentar to introduce. This use of a before the name of a person or a noun referring to a person, for example mi marido/mujer my husband/wife, is a special feature of Spanish, which is known technically as ‘personal a’. Its use is explained in Unit 12.


[image: image]


In context



1  Study these conversations in which people are being introduced. The first exchange is informal; the second one is formal.


What nationality is Gloria?










	 a  Cristina

	¿Qué tal, Isabel?






	     Isabel


	Hola Cristina, ¿cómo estás?






	     Cristina


	Bien, gracias. Esta es Gloria, mi amiga argentina.






	     Isabel


	Hola.






	     Gloria


	Hola.









	QV






¿Qué tal? How are you? (informal)




¿Cómo estás? How are you? (informal)




Bien, gracias. Fine, thank you.


How is José related to Señora Gómez?










	 b  Señora Gómez


	Buenas tardes, señor Ramos. ¿Cómo está Vd.?







	     Señor Ramos


	Muy bien, ¿y Vd.?







	     Señora Gómez


	Bien, gracias. Este es José, mi marido.







	     Señor Ramos


	Mucho gusto, señor.







	     Señor Gómez


	Encantado.










	QV






¿Cómo está Vd.? How are you? (formal)




Muy bien. Very well.


Insight


Spanish has two verbs meaning to be, ser and estar, which are clearly differentiated by native speakers. In this and the previous unit, you have become familiar with some of the uses of ser. Estar is used to indicate a state, as in ¿Cómo está usted? How are you? (formal), but it has a number of other uses which are explained later in the course.



2  Getting to know people.










	Rodolfo


	¿Quién es aquella chica?







	Alvaro


	¿Cuál?







	Rodolfo


	Aquella chica de azul.







	Alvaro


	Esa es Marta. Es guapa, ¿no?







	Rodolfo


	Sí, muy guapa.










	QV






de azul in blue




guapo/a pretty, good looking
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Practice



1  Complete the sentences with suitable question words. Choose from the following: ¿qué?, ¿cuál/cuáles?, ¿quién/quiénes?



       a   ¿__ es ese señor?


       b   ¿__ es la idea?


       c   ¿__ son esos chicos?


       d   ¿__ es esto?


       e   ¿__ es tu habitación?


       f   ¿__ son las maletas?



2  Carmen is introducing her family to some friends. Complete the dialogue with suitable words and phrases.










	Carmen

	Hola José, ¿__?






	José

	Bien, gracias.






	Carmen

	Te __ a mi familia. __ es Juan, mi marido.






	José

	Mucho __.






	Juan

	Encantado.






	Carmen

	__ es Julia, mi hermana, y __ son mis hijos, Pablo y Luis.










TEST YOURSELF


  1    Give the correct ending for each of these demonstratives.


          a   Est__ es mi hermano Alberto, est__ es Sofía, est__ son mis padres y est__ son mis amigas Gloria y María.


          b   – ¿Es es__ tu casa?
– No, mi casa es aqu__.


          c   – Perdone, ¿qué es est__?
– Es una paella, un plato español.


          d   – Por favor, ¿es es__ el autobús para Málaga?
– No, el autobús para Málaga es aqu__.


  2    Supply the missing definite article: el, la, los or las.


          a   __ pensión, __ tema, __ posibilidad


          b   __ decisiones, __ gratitud, __ realismo


          c   __ agua, __ artes, __ hambre


          d   __ libertad, __ juventud, __ habitaciones


  3    Translate these sentences into Spanish.


          a   What’s your e-mail, Mrs Rojas?


          b   Which are your friends? (inf.)


          c   Who is that lady?
– She’s my mother.


          d   What’s that?
– These are my tickets.


These tests assess your knowledge of three important points: demonstratives, gender of nouns and question words. There aren’t very many demonstratives and question words, so you should have got most of them right. If you did, you can now go on to Unit 3, in which you will learn how to describe people, places and things, and to talk about the weather.
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Describing people, places and things


In this unit, you will learn how to:


•  describe people, places and things


•  describe the weather


•  ask what someone or something is like


Language points


•  ser in description



•  estar in description



•  adjectives



•  question word cómo



•  hacer in descriptions of the weather



•  tener in description
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Key sentences


The key sentences and grammar notes which follow will show you how to use ser and estar (to be) in the description of people, places and things. You will also learn to talk about the weather using a construction with hacer (literally to do, make).
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