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Lizzie Hearts and the Hedgehog’s Hexcellent Adventure


A Little Shuffle Story
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To Bob, who loves me even when I’m feeling as prickly as a hedgehog














At a very special school called Ever After High, in the dormitory room of the Queen of Hearts’s daughter, a little hedgehog named Shuffle was fast asleep.


In many ways, Shuffle was like other hedgehogs. She liked to snooze most of the day, usually curled up in a warm spot, hidden from view. She liked to forage most of the night, looking for yummy stuff to eat—anything with six or eight legs that crawled across the floor was acceptable, but sweet treats were preferred. When happy, she made soft grunting sounds, and when scared, she rolled into a tight ball and turned herself into a prickly pincushion—a literal royal pain!


But Shuffle wasn’t exactly ordinary, because she’d been born in Wonderland, an amazing, faraway kingdom where very little made sense and very much made no sense. As she napped, she dreamed about her homeland. She imagined the heart-shaped hedgerows outside the queen’s palace, where her family lived. Her mother and father were employed as croquet balls, which is not as painful as it sounds, mostly because the queen had terrible aim and was always missing.


As these memories filled her head, Shuffle snorted happily in her sleep, because Wonderland was where she’d developed her sweet tooth. Whenever the queen rode past, her card soldiers would toss treats such as frosted tea cakes, sugar hearts, and Cheshire chocolates to the flocks of flamingos. The hedgehogs would waddle between flamingo legs, snuffling the crumbs. Getting poked by a long flamingo beak was worth the risk because those treats were wonderlicious.


One day, while Shuffle foraged for tea cake crumbs with her family, her life changed forever. “Listen up! Listen up!” the Queen of Hearts bellowed. “My daughter, Her Royal Highness Princess Lizzie, wants a pet hedgehog! And what my daughter wants, my daughter gets! So line up, you portly little pricklebugs, or heads will roll!”


“Make sure your snouts are clean,” Mother Hedgehog told her twenty-seven children. “It’s an honor to be chosen by a princess. You’ll get to live in the palace.” While the queen glared at them, her face as red as the painted roses, the hedgehog siblings lined up.


“Go on!” the queen hollered in her shrill voice. “Choose one!”


Lizzie Hearts marched past the trembling hedgehogs, her red boots leaving imprints in the soft grass. “I want that one!” Lizzie said with a wave of her scepter. “No, wait, I want that one! No, I’ve changed my mind. That one!” Snuffle didn’t really care about the goings-on, because she’d spied a large crumb near one of the rosebushes. Her mouth began to water.


Forget this, Shuffle thought. That crumb has my name on it. And off she waddled.


“That one!” Lizzie cried. Before Shuffle could roll into a prickly ball, she was hoisted into the air. And before she could wiggle free, she found herself being put headfirst into a Puss-in-Boots Couture handbag. “She won’t fit!” Lizzie exclaimed. “Her belly’s too big.”


“Off with her head!” the Queen of Hearts ordered.


“Now, Mother, I don’t think that’s necessary. She simply needs to stop eating so much sugar.” Lizzie tucked Shuffle in the crook of her arm and patted her little spiky head. That was when Shuffle noticed the tower of luggage heaped on top of a nearby carriage. As it turned out, the palace wasn’t Shuffle’s destination. Lizzie was leaving for Ever After High, and Shuffle was going with her, like it or not. Good-bye, family. Good-bye, hedgerow.


Good-bye, tea cakes, sugar hearts, and Cheshire chocolates!


Shuffle’s dream about that fateful day faded away and was replaced by the image of a big bowl of Farmer-in-the-Dell brand granola. Granola was so boring! But ever since coming to Ever After High, Lizzie had insisted that Shuffle eat healthy snacks.
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