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Introduction


This revision book will help you to achieve the best possible result in your CfE Higher Modern Studies examination by explaining clearly what you need to know about the exam and what knowledge and skills you will need to display.


Access to the Hodder Gibson CfE Higher Modern Studies textbooks will enhance the use of this revision guide. Each of these books (and this How to Pass) has been endorsed by the Scottish Qualifications Authority.


The textbooks are:





•  Democracy in Scotland and the UK



•  Social Issues in the UK



•  International Issues.





You have already covered all or most of the skills and knowledge required to pass the exam but revision has a very important role to play. By working your way through this book you will find it much easier to understand what you need to display in your assessment answers. This will enhance your confidence and enable you to achieve your full potential.


You will also find advice about the assignment, in which you will apply research and decision-making skills in the context of a Modern Studies topic or issue of your own choice. This assignment is important as it will be marked by SQA and will contribute to your overall mark and grade.


We hope you will find this book of great value and support.


Good luck!




Part One: How you will be tested


The CfE Higher award is made up of internally and externally marked assessments. To achieve the award, you need to pass the internal assessment for each of the following units:





•  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom



•  Social Issues in the United Kingdom



•  International Issues.





You also need to pass the Added Value unit for CfE Higher. This is an externally marked assessment that consists of two parts:





•  Higher question paper (60 marks)



•  Higher assignment (30 marks).





Total marks available: 90 marks


The marks you achieve in the question paper and assignment are added together and an overall mark will indicate a pass or fail. From this, your course award will then be graded.




Chapter 1


The exam


The question paper


The question paper is worth a total of 60 marks, with up to 20 marks awarded for each of the three units. Essay questions will be allocated 44 marks in total. The duration of the exam is two hours and 15 minutes.


What types of questions will I need to answer?


There are two types of skills questions that you will have practised in class. These are:





1  Using sources of information to identify to what extent it is accurate to state that …




2  Using sources of information to identify what conclusions can be drawn.
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Remember


In your course exam, the knowledge and skills questions for International Issues will not refer to a particular country or a particular issue. You will be expected to base your answer on your knowledge and understanding of your studied world power or issue.
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In Part Five of this book we will look at examples of skills-based questions and students’ answers.


In the knowledge section of your exam you will answer four types of questions:





•  Discuss: 20-mark extended response, for example:


    A world power has influence and power in international relations.


    Discuss with reference to a world power you have studied.



•  To what extent: 20-mark extended response, for example:


    To what extent has a world issue you have studied been resolved by international organisations?



•  Evaluate: 12-mark extended response, for example:


    One aim of an electoral system is to provide fair representation.


    Evaluate the effectiveness of an electoral system you have studied in providing fair representation.


    You should refer to the electoral system used in Scotland or the United Kingdom or both in your answer.



•  Analyse: 12-mark extended response, for example:


    Analyse the different lifestyle choices that may result in poor health.
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Remember


In your exam, the skills-based questions can appear in any two of the three units.
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Do I have choice?


Your teacher will usually have chosen one topic from each of the three units for you to study and you will answer questions on these topics in your exam. In Democracy in Scotland and the UK there will be a mandatory (compulsory) section covering Scotland’s place in the UK political system and usually you will then concentrate on either the UK or the Scottish dimension. Your teacher will choose from the options listed opposite for each unit.






	Unit of the course


	Option one


	Option two







	Democracy in Scotland and the UK


	Democracy in Scotland


	Democracy in the UK







	Social Issues in the UK


	Social Inequality


	Crime and the Law







	International Issues


	World Powers


	World Issues
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Hints & tips


What makes a good knowledge answer?





•  One that answers the question and only provides knowledge and understanding and analysis/evaluation that is relevant to the question.




•  One that is an appropriate length. Use the number of marks assigned to each question as a guide to how much you should write and how much time to devote to the question. An answer to a 20-mark extended writing question should include greater higher-order skills of analysis and evaluation and a more structured answer than one to a 12-mark question.




•  One that uses up-to-date examples to illustrate your understanding of the question being asked.




•  One that includes a range of points, detailed explanation and description and accurate exemplification, analysis and evaluation.






What makes a bad knowledge answer?





•  One that does not answer the question, or tries to change the question being asked. This is sometimes called ‘turning a question’.




•  One that gives detailed description or explanation that is not relevant to the question.




•  One that contains information that is out of date (you should be especially careful of this in the International Issues unit).




•  One that simply consists of a list of facts with no development. You must tailor your answer to the question, and only give information that is relevant to what is being asked.
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Chapter 2


The assignment


Before your exam in May, you will carry out the assignment as part of your CfE Higher course assessment. Your teacher will probably plan to complete this during the spring term before you sit the exam.


What is the assignment?


The assignment will apply research and decision-making skills in the context of a Modern Studies issue. You can choose a political, social or international issue. The information collected should display knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue chosen. SQA recommend that you should devote about eight hours for the research stage, including preparation time for the production of evidence.


The results of the research will be written up under controlled assessment conditions and must be completed within one hour and 30 minutes. The assignment is very important as it is worth a total of 30 marks.


You are allowed to bring two single-sided sheets of A4 paper (containing your research evidence) into the exam to refer to during the write-up. This is referred to as ‘research evidence’ and consists of materials collected during the research stage of the assignment.


What type of issue should I choose?


With agreement from your teacher, you should choose a topic or issue that enables you to make a decision about an issue, for example: ‘The voting age in all Scottish and UK elections should be reduced to sixteen.’


Some possible other titles could include:





•  The House of Lords should be replaced by an elected second chamber.



•  Free prescriptions should be available to all UK citizens.



•  Russia should be allowed to retain Crimea.



•  The US Electoral College should be abolished.



•  The winter fuel allowance for elderly people should be means tested.



•  All Scottish police officers should be issued with Taser guns.





Where do I gather information from?


The information gathered for your research can be broken down into two parts: primary information and secondary information.


Primary information


Primary information is evidence that you have gathered by yourself and is unique to your personal research. The ways in which you gather primary evidence can vary greatly – some examples are given below:





•  surveys/questionnaires



•  interviews



•  emails



•  letters



•  focus groups



•  field study.





Secondary information


Secondary information is evidence that you have gathered from research that was carried out by others. You should use it to help support your personal research. There are vast amounts of secondary information available, in many different formats – just a few examples are below:





•  school textbooks, newspapers and magazines



•  internet search engines and websites



•  TV and radio programmes



•  mobile phone apps



•  social media such as Twitter



•  library books and articles.





How do I plan my research?


To carry out a successful piece of personal research, you need to plan it effectively. You will need to keep all evidence of your planning so that your work can be accurately marked.


You may wish to consider the following questions about your primary and secondary sources:





•  What useful information have I gained from this source to help me research my issue?



•  How reliable is the information gathered from the source?



•  Could the source contain bias or exaggeration?





How is the assignment marked?


The allocation of marks is based on the following criteria:





1  Identifying and displaying knowledge and understanding of the issue about which a decision is to be made, including alternative courses of action – up to a maximum of 10 marks.







     You should agree an issue to research with your teacher. It has to relate to one or more of the issues that you study in your course:







      •  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom


      •  Social Issues in the United Kingdom


      •  International Issues.








2  Synthesising and analysing information from a range of sources, including use of specified resources – up to a maximum of 10 marks.







     You will research a wide range of sources to provide contrasting views on your chosen issue. By linking information from a variety of sources and viewpoints, you will be able to enrich and synthesise the arguments that are developed in your report.
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Remember


Five of the 10 marks are available for referencing the sources in your research evidence A4 sheets. Without direct referencing, a maximum of 5 is all that can be achieved.
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3  Evaluating the usefulness and reliability of a range of sources of information – up to a maximum of 2 marks. To achieve 2 marks, a comparative judgement of the sources must be made.







     You will comment on the background and nature of the source. Does it provide only one point of view? Are its findings up to date, and so are its comments still relevant today?








4  Communicating information using the convention of a report – up to a maximum of 4 marks.







     Remember that you are not writing an essay; you are considering the arguments for and against a proposal. You should write in the form of a report and include subheadings.


     Here you should make conclusions relevant to the research issue. Try to avoid repeating findings you have already given.








5  Reaching a decision, supported by evidence, about the issue – up to a maximum of 4 marks.







     The decision should be based on the body of evidence you have provided in the report.
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Remember


The write-up of your research must be in the form of a report. You can include a summary of your findings in your notes that you bring into the exam as you must refer to these findings in your write-up, but you cannot simply copy them out.
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Remember


You should choose an issue with alternative viewpoints. For guidance, you could look at the old Higher Paper 2 Decision-making exam papers.
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Part Two: Democracy in Scotland and the UK
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What you should know


SQA requirements


To be successful in this section, you should know about:





[image: ] the constitutional arrangements of the UK, including the Scottish Parliament and other devolved bodies



[image: ] the impact of European Union membership on the UK



[image: ] representative democracy in Scotland and/or the UK



[image: ] the impact of voting systems and a range of factors that affect voting behaviour in Scotland and/or the UK



[image: ] the ways in which citizens are informed about, participate in and influence the political process in Scotland and/or the UK.
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Chapter 3


UK constitutional arrangements and voting system


UK constitutional arrangements


The UK is a parliamentary democracy with a constitutional monarch who has effectively no political power. The royal prerogatives held by the monarch, such as the power to dissolve parliament, are in actual fact held by the prime minister, who is in turn responsible to an elected House of Commons. The Queen is the head of state to the people of England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales and to the peoples of the fifteen realms of the Commonwealth. Figure 3.1 below illustrates the political system of the UK. Parliamentary sovereignty ensures all powers are vested in the UK parliament and the powers granted to the devolved governments can be returned to the UK parliament and the devolved parliaments abolished.
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Key words


Royal prerogatives: Powers of the monarch that are exercised in the crown’s name by the prime minister and government ministers.


Devolved: Powers that have been transferred from central government to local or regional administration.
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However, membership of the European Union and acceptance of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) places limits on parliamentary sovereignty (see pages 10–11).
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The UK central government has responsibility for national affairs, such as the economy, defence, foreign policy and the environment. In the UK, the prime minister leads the government with the support of the cabinet and ministers. Departments and their agencies are responsible for putting government policy into practice.



The role and powers of the devolved bodies


In Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, some government policies and public services are different from those in England. The UK central government has given certain powers to devolved governments, so that they can make decisions for their own areas. The Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for Wales and the Northern Ireland Assembly were established and took control in 1999. The arrangements are different for each, reflecting their history and administrative structures. The UK government remains responsible for national policy on all matters that have not been devolved, including foreign affairs, defence, social security and trade (see Table 3.1). The implementation of the Smith Commission proposals will lead to changes in the powers listed in Table 3.1.






	Reserved issues


	Devolved powers







	Constitutional matters


	Education and training







	UK foreign policy


	Health







	UK defence and national security


	Local government







	Fiscal, economic and monetary system


	Social work







	Immigration and nationality


	Housing







	Energy: electricity, coal, gas and nuclear energy


	Planning







	Common markets


	Tourism, economic development and financial assistance to industry







	Trade and industry, including competition and customer protection


	Some aspects of transport, including the Scottish road network, bus policy and ports and harbours







	Some aspects of transport, including railways, transport safety and regulation


	Law and home affairs, including most aspects of criminal and civil law, the prosecution system and the courts







	Employment legislation


	Police and fire services







	Social security


	The environment







	Gambling and the National Lottery


	Natural and built heritage







	Data protection


	Agriculture, forestry and fishing







	Abortion, human fertilisation, embryology and genetics


	Sport and the arts







	Equal opportunities


	 








Table 3.1 Reserved issues and devolved powers


Scottish Parliament


The Scottish Parliament debates topical issues and passes laws on devolved matters that affect Scotland. It also scrutinises the work and policies of the Scottish Government. It is made up of 129 elected Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) and meets at Holyrood in Edinburgh. Since 1999, the Scottish Parliament has held responsibility for the powers devolved to Scotland. These devolved powers, such as education, are listed in Table 3.1. However, more powers continue to be devolved to Scotland. As part of the 2012 Scotland Act, MSPs at Holyrood will be responsible for some tax powers, air guns and drink-driving limits (which came into force in December 2014). However, the SNP and members of the general public believe that Holyrood should hold even further powers, often referred to as ‘devo-max’. On 18 September 2014 the Scottish electorate voted to remain part of the UK by 55 per cent to 45 per cent.


Welsh Assembly


The National Assembly for Wales is the representative body that holds law-making powers on devolved matters. It debates and approves legislation. The role of the Assembly is to scrutinise and monitor the Welsh Assembly Government. It has 60 elected members and meets in the Senedd.


Northern Ireland Assembly


The Northern Ireland Assembly was established as part of the Belfast Agreement (also known as the Good Friday Agreement) in 1998. Devolution to Northern Ireland was suspended in October 2002 and restored on 8 May 2007.


The impact of EU membership on decision-making in the UK


The UK has been a member of the EU since 1973 and this membership has had a significant impact on the UK’s political system. Arguably the greatest impact on decision-making is that EU law takes precedence over UK law. This means that laws passed by parliament that conflict with EU law are illegal. This situation clearly contradicts the main principle of the UK constitution that parliament is sovereign. This also means that UK judges have a higher court – the European Court of Justice – to which they can refer suspected infringements of EU law. A further implication of EU membership on decision-making in the UK is that the prime minister is regularly involved in European Council or Summit meetings with other EU leaders. Also, members of the Cabinet take part in monthly Council of Ministers meetings. At every Council meeting, each country sends the minister for the policy field to be discussed, for example the environment minister will attend the meeting dealing with environmental matters, known as the Environment Council.
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Key word


Sovereign: Possessing supreme power.
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Critics argue that because the prime minister or Cabinet ministers make EU law in these meetings, this weakens the scrutiny function of parliament as it only has the power to approve or reject EU legislation that comes into force in the UK.


The UK government retains sovereignty over most areas of public expenditure, such as social security, health, housing and transport; however, in areas of single-market regulation (the free movement of goods, capital, services and people) the UK’s decision-making powers are constrained by EU membership.


EU membership is one of the main reserved powers of Westminster. This means that the Scottish Parliament and the Welsh and Northern Irish Assemblies have had a limited engagement with the EU. The main impact is that these assemblies are now responsible for implementing EU law where the power has been devolved to them.


Under pressure from UKIP, David Cameron has promised to hold a referendum on British membership of the EU if he is still in power after the 2015 General Election.
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Key word


Referendum: The electorate, not their representatives, vote to accept or reject a proposal.





[image: ]





Independence Referendum


Issues and debates around recent and proposed changes to the role and powers of the Scottish and UK Parliaments


On 18 September 2014 the people of Scotland were asked the question ‘Should Scotland be an independent country?’ in the Independence Referendum.


In the weeks and months leading up to the referendum, the ‘Better Together’ and ‘Yes Scotland’ campaigns debated the issue fervently. Debates over the issue of independence took place on television, in communities and within universities and societies.
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Better Together


The Better Together campaign was the pro-union and anti-independence campaign. It was officially launched on 25 June 2012 and was fronted by the former UK Chancellor Alistair Darling and supported by Labour, the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats. Its principal aim was to convince people living in Scotland to vote ‘no’ on 18 September 2014. In June 2014 Better Together adopted the slogan ‘No thanks’ in a bid to sound more positive about the UK remaining together; it also adopted the slogan ‘We get the best of both worlds as part of the United Kingdom.’
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Yes Scotland


The Yes Scotland campaign was headed by Alex Salmond and was officially launched on 25 May 2012. It was an alliance between the Scottish National Party, the Scottish Green Party and the Scottish Socialist Party. The campaign aimed to persuade those voting in the referendum that voting for an independent Scotland was the best decision.




[image: ]







[image: ]









	For


	Against







	National debt







	Alex Salmond stressed that Scotland would have been committed to honouring its share of the UK national debt but only if given a share of the assets, including the pound.


	Alistair Darling maintained that a currency union would not be possible in the event of independence and Scotland could not demand ‘the best of both worlds’.







	The NHS







	Sir Harry Burns, former Chief Medical Officer for Scotland, announced the week before the referendum that an independent Scotland was necessary to secure the future of the NHS, as NHS cuts, charging and privatisation become an ever-increasing aspect of the NHS.


	Better Together argued that as health is a devolved issue, Scotland will always be able to protect the NHS from privatisation. They argued that the Nationalists were scaremongering to win votes.







	Oil







	Alex Salmond argued that about £1 billion – one-tenth of the oil revenues – could have formed an oil fund similar to the one operated in Norway. Yes Scotland was convinced that Scottish oil estimates were accurate and that the revenue created would contribute to Scotland’s success as an independent country.


	Opponents of Scottish independence argued that Yes Scotland overestimated the wealth that could be created by North Sea oil. Sir Ian Wood, the oil billionaire, warned that the Yes Scotland campaign was wrong to say that 24 billion barrels are left and the figure is more likely to be 15–16 billion barrels.







	Currency







	The Scottish Government argued that it would be in the best interests of both an independent Scotland and the rest of the UK for Scotland to share the pound and retain the Bank of England as a lender of last resorts to bail out Scottish-based banks if needed. They pointed to the case of Belgium and Luxembourg, who have successfully been in a currency union for decades.


	The UK Coalition Government, along with the Labour Party, ruled out the possibility of a currency union with Scotland. Instead, they suggested that Scotland could either use the pound in the same way that Panama uses the US dollar, set up a new currency or use the euro.







	The European Union







	Nationalists argued that Scotland would not have to reapply to join the EU as citizens would continue to be EU citizens after a period of negotiation of Scotland’s new terms.


	Unionists argued that if Scotland had voted to leave the UK, it would have voted to leave an EU member state and would therefore have to reapply as a new member state, relying on the support of governments such as Spain, which would not support such an application.







	Nuclear weapons/defence







	Yes Scotland argued that an independent Scotland would be free from nuclear weapons, which are currently stored on the Clyde. They also argued that Scotland would join NATO but focus a new Scottish army’s effort on humanitarian work.


	It was argued that storage of nuclear weapons on the Clyde provided jobs for people in the local community and that in the event of a Yes vote it would be extremely expensive for these to be relocated. Better Together also argued that a nuclear-free Scotland would not be granted NATO membership.
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