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[image: ] You will fall in love with New Zealand. It’s filled with wonderful surprises—scenery beyond belief, an energetic Maori culture, super-friendly locals, and a tourism infrastructure equal to that of any country in the world.

New Zealand is in the South Pacific Ocean, across the Tasman Sea from Australia and a 12-hour flight from the west coast of the United States. Lying between latitudes 34 and 47 degrees south, the country comprises two long, narrow main islands. North Island, with its golden beaches, ancient kauri forests, lakes, volcanoes, thermal areas, and large cities (including Wellington, the national capital), is the more densely populated. South Island, with its snowcapped mountains, glaciers, lush native bush, and fiords, is the larger of the two, proudly called “the mainland” by residents (though North Islanders are quick to disagree).

New Zealanders are addicted to the outdoors, and it shows. “Tramping,” as walking or hiking is known, is by far the most popular pastime with both locals and visitors. No part of the country is more than 140 km (87 mi) from the ocean, so it’s natural that water sports such as kayaking, surfing, and ocean fishing are popular, especially in the north, where the east coast is lined with beach after golden beach. In the last two decades, New Zealand has gained a well-deserved reputation for high-adrenaline activities. The adventurous can rappel into a cave, raft through underground rivers, or go bungy jumping and jetboating.
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While the scenery and outdoor recreation get top billing with most visitors, the people of New Zealand will also make your trip memorable. Numbering a little over four million, New Zealanders mix mostly two cultures. The original inhabitants were Maori, descendants of Polynesians from the South Pacific. Europeans, at first from England and Scotland, came much later. While Maori culture stands strongly on its own, the country’s residents come together as Kiwis.

New Zealand offers so much to see and do that fitting it all into one vacation can be a challenge. Mix city sights with off-the-beaten-path adventures. Sample local cuisine. Mingle with the locals. Most important of all, take the time to enjoy the unique experiences afforded simply by traveling through one of the world’s most exciting tourist destinations.
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North Island

AUCKLAND

If it’s been a few years since you’ve touched down in Auckland, be prepared to be amazed. Instead of picking up a rental car and zooming off into classic New Zealand scenery, you’ll want to spend some time in the country’s largest and most dynamic city. Perched on a magnificent harbor, museums and performing arts facilities beckon the culturally minded, while parks, islands, and a mass of waterways appeal to the more energetic.

NORTHLAND

Within easy reach of Auckland, the northern reaches of the Northland have lots of sunshine, endless beaches, and lots of opportunities for water sports. The epicenter of the touristy action is the Bay of Islands, where azure waters and uninhabited islands create the perfect place to go cruising. The region also boasts an interesting natural and human history, with the chance of seeing kiwis (birds), exploring an ancient kauri forest, and visiting the site of the treaty signing that created the seed of a nation.

WAIKATO, COROMANDEL, AND THE BAY OF PLENTY

Originally settled by Maori, the central section of the North Island lies directly below Auckland and within easy day-tripping distance. In the west is the Waikato, a rich farming district with the city of Hamilton at its heart and attractions such as New Zealand’s premier surf spot and the underground maze of Waitomo Caves. East of Hamilton is the Coromandel Peninsula, attractive for its forested mountain range and a seemingly endless stretch of bays and beaches.

GEOTHERMAL HEARTLAND

As the name suggests, this is a thermally active region and one that you shouldn’t miss. It is one of the most concentrated and active thermal regions in the world, with the city of Rotorua on top of most of the action. Visit the most active areas, soak in hot pools, and explore the lunar-like setting of Mount Tarawera. South from Rotorua is Taupo, where the blue waters of Lake Taupo fill an ancient crater. Continuing south is the volcanic wilderness of Tongariro National Park.




IF YOU HAVE …
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Otago


	
ONE WEEK: Spend your time in Auckland, Northland, and Hawke’s Bay.

	
TWO WEEKS: Add Wellington, Abel Tasman National Park, and Christchurch.

	
THREE WEEKS: Tour both islands.
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EASTLAND AND HAWKE’S BAY

The eastern portion of the North Island is dominated by unspoiled scenery that merges native forest with a wildly beautiful coastline. The drive around the East Cape is a great way to experience the way New Zealand was before the tourism boom. Gisborne is a prosperous yet laidback city, the northern extent of a region laced by vineyards and sheep farms. To the south is the art deco hub of Napier, sandwiched between the forested wilderness of Te Urewera National Park and the beautiful beaches lining the Pacific Ocean.

TARANAKI AND THE WEST

Dominated by a postcard-perfect volcano rising from a patchwork of farmland, this region stretches from black-sand beaches fronting the Tasman Sea to the almost impenetrable forests of the North Island’s west-central interior. For outdoor-lovers, the Taranaki volcano and surrounding Egmont National Park should be the focus of your time. Garden-lovers will be in their element around the port city of New Plymouth, while history buffs will appreciate the classic colonial architecture and restored paddlesteamers in the river city of Wanganui.

WELLINGTON AND THE LOWER NORTH ISLAND

Passing through wilderness reserves and vineyards and running along golden beaches, all roads lead south to Wellington, New Zealand’s capital. Set around a magnificent harbor at the tip of the South Island, you’ll find the magnificent Museum of New Zealand, steep streets lined with beautifully restored buildings, and a choice of accommodations to suit all budgets. But beyond the obvious, you will also find a thriving cultural scene, an amazing array of cafés and restaurants, and a sophisticated attitude like nowhere else in the country.
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Auckland
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Bay of Islands, Kerikeri








[image: ]

Whangarei Falls


South Island

MARLBOROUGH AND THE NORTHWEST

From the gateway of Picton, the wonders of New Zealand’s South Island beckon in all directions. Two hikes—the Queen Charlotte Track and the Abel Tasman Coastal Track—are the main draw for nature-loving visitors. Although it takes multiple days to walk these trails, day hikers use water taxis to zoom from one spot to another, and upscale lodges along the way provide a luxurious break from the trail. And when you’ve finished walking, there are wonderful wineries, an abundance of whales, golden beaches, and ample birdlife.

WEST COAST

In the West Coast, visit the coal-mining and fishing center of Westport, a seal colony at Tauranga Bay, the amazing rock formations of Paparoa National Park, and the historic gold-mining town of Hokitika. Stop along the highway for a spot of trout fishing in one of several major rivers, or take a photography break at one of the many small lakes that reflect distant snowcapped peaks in their mirror-still waters, then push on south to the lush rainforests and mighty glaciers of rugged Westland Tai Poutini National Park.

CHRISTCHURCH AND CANTERBURY

Although devastated by recent earthquakes, the picturesque city of Christchurch retains an abundance of charms, including Victorian-era buildings, extensive parkland, and the beautiful Avon River winding through town. It also has its own distinct personality with lots to see and do, from an ultramodern art gallery to the world’s largest Antarctic museum to a nearby village whose French origins shine through. From Christchurch, a patchwork of green spreads west to the snowcapped Southern Alps and Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park.
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Rotorua Museum

OTAGO

Otago spreads from the Pacific Ocean west to the Southern Alps. The region is anchored by Dunedin, a bustling city filled with historic attractions and modern conveniences. On Dunedin’s doorstep, you can marvel at albatrosses, watch penguins, and take a rail trip though a valley uninterrupted by roads. Inland is Queenstown, one of the world’s most exciting resort towns. Here, you can go bungy jumping, try jetboating, and explore the historic streets of Arrowtown.

SOUTHLAND

After the commercialism of Queenstown, the wilderness of Southland beckons. Much of the region is protected by Fiordland National Park, which encompasses famously scenic Doubtful and Milford Sounds and is well known for its long-distance hikes such as the Routeburn and Milford Tracks. Stewart Island is one of the best places in the country to see kiwi birds in the wild, while the Catlins has an amazing concentration of wildlife that is accessible to everyone.
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New Zealand receives two waves of visitors. Summer (Dec.–Feb.) is the busiest time of year, with the bulk of international arrivals blending with New Zealanders enjoying their summer holidays. In winter (July–Sept.), over a dozen ski fields are the focus of attention for both New Zealanders and Australians.

Climate-wise, summer is the best time to visit New Zealand. The focus at this time of year is all outdoors—camping, tramping, fishing, golfing, swimming, surfing, kayaking, and mountain climbing. The summer season is dominated by long, warm days, everything is open, and there’s plenty to do and see. Unfortunately, it’s also very busy, especially from Christmas through the end of January, which is the summer school holiday season. Spring (Sept.–Nov.) and fall, known locally as autumn (Mar.–May), are excellent times to visit New Zealand—you’ll avoid the crowds and you don’t need to have a firm itinerary.

Ski fields begin opening for the winter season (June–Aug.) in June, although conditions are best July through early September. Winter is officially over at the end of the August calendar month, but some ski resorts stay open into October, including Whakapapa on the North Island.
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Passports and Visas

Visitors require a passport to enter New Zealand. In addition to a passport, the basic entry requirements for visitors staying up to six months on nonworking visas are a fully paid onward or round-trip ticket and sufficient funds ($1,000 per month).

New Zealand has a visa waiver agreement with many countries. For residents of these countries, this means you do not need to apply for a visa before arriving. Upon arrival in New Zealand—and after meeting the above requirements—you will be issued a Visitors Permit. The best source of information on vacation and work visas is your nearest New Zealand embassy or consulate.

Transportation

The vast majority of visitors to New Zealand arrive by air. The main international gateway is Auckland.

The best way to get around New Zealand is with a rental car or camper-van. Domestic flights within New Zealand are well-priced and land at all major cities and tourist destinations. The country also has excellent bus and rail networks, while regular ferry service connects the two major islands.
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South Island winery



Explore New Zealand
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Tourism New Zealand says that visitors stay an average of two weeks in New Zealand. What this statistic doesn’t show is that while it’s possible to see all the highlights in two weeks, this leaves little time to soak up the culture, to enjoy some downtime, or to really get to know the country. Rather than try to see it all, I would suggest deciding where not to go first—if you’re looking for warmth and the ocean, plan on giving the mountainous regions a miss; if you’re from, say, Australia or California, forego the emphasis on the water and instead spend as much time as possible in the mountainous south.

Day 1

Take it easy on your first day in Auckland, getting a taste for the city’s nautical flavor at Viaduct Harbour and stepping back in time at the imposing Auckland Museum.

Day 2

The delightfully named Bay of Islands is your destination today. Take a tour boat through the calm waters, visit the historically important Waitangi Treaty Grounds, and then catch a ferry to Russell, where you have dinner reservations at a waterfront restaurant.

Day 3

Make your first stop Kerikeri Basin to admire New Zealand’s oldest buildings. Cut across Northland and drive through the towering kauri trees protected by Waipoua Forest, then visit the Kauri Museum to learn more about these trees and their importance to the local economy. Continue south through Auckland to Hamilton.
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Waitangi
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Kerikeri Basin

Day 4

Waitomo is renowned for its adrenaline-filled caving adventures, but even if you’re not feeling brave, it’s worth venturing underground to view the amazing glowworms. Drive to Rotorua and spend the rest of the afternoon at Whakarewarewa Thermal Valley. At any of the major hotels, enjoy a traditional Maori hangi (a meal cooked in the ground) for dinner and take in a Maori dance performance.

Day 5

At Whakatane, suit up to go swimming with dolphins then drive across the wilderness of the East Cape to coastal Gisborne, where the Tairawhiti Museum is filled with Maori history. Continue south to Napier for your overnight stay at a beachfront accommodation.

Day 6

Walk along the beautiful beach fronting Napier, then join a walking tour of the city’s renowned art deco architecture. In the afternoon, join a very different tour, this one along the beach to Cape Kidnappers, home to a colony of gannets. Break up the drive to Wellington by spending the night surrounded by vineyards at Martinborough.

Day 7

Don’t miss the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa in Wellington, one of the world’s most modern and dynamic national museums. Spend the rest of today visiting the Museum of Wellington City and Sea, riding the Wellington Cable Car, and enjoying lunch at one of the restaurants along Queens Wharf. To visit the South Island, make advance reservations for the evening ferry departure to Picton.


[image: ] THE BEST OF THE SOUTH ISLAND




This itinerary concentrates the best of South Island into one week. With an extra week, you can also include an overnight hike via Milford Track, go sea kayaking on Stewart Island, and explore some of the more remote regions, such as the Catlins.

Day 1

From Wellington on the North Island, take the ferry to Picton, on the South Island. Alternatively, you can fly directly into Christchurch and journey four hours to Picton from there.

Day 2

On an early-morning stroll along the Picton waterfront, you can admire the Edwin Fox, one of the world’s oldest ships, before breakfast and then go for a short drive to the Marlborough Wine Trail, for some wine-tasting. After lunch in the wineries drive to Nelson and admire the many local galleries before heading out to Abel Tasman National Park.

Day 3

Like so many other places in New Zealand, Abel Tasman is set up for everyone to enjoy. With just one day, use the local tour company to drop you out on the Abel Tasman Coastal Track by boat, and then pick you up at a designated point and return to your vehicle by mid-afternoon. Drive south to Westport for the night.

Day 4

Head south to Paparoa National Park and walk the trail to Pancake Rocks. At nearby Hokitika, the many shops selling locally carved greenstone provide a choice of iconic New Zealand souvenirs. Spend the night at Franz Josef Glacier.
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Picton is the gateway to the South Island.



NEW ZEALAND IN ONE WEEK
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coastal Napier

A minimum of two weeks is needed to see the best of New Zealand, but if you only have one week’s vacation (which, with flying time from North America, would be a 10-day excursion), the following itinerary will give you a good introduction to this beautifully scenic country, albeit with very little downtime and some domestic flying. For this jam-packed itinerary make sure to buy domestic flights in conjunction with your international ticket, and since you’ll know when you’ll be where, you can also book accommodations and rental cars.

DAY 1

Most international flights touch down in Auckland early in the morning. First up, you’ll want to stretch your legs and breathe in the ocean air, and a good place to do that is Viaduct Harbour, where you can wander around docks filled with mega-yachts and waterfront cafés. In keeping with the nautical theme, after lunch try sailing and learn about the city’s links to the ocean at the Voyager New Zealand Maritime Museum. Choose a Prince’s Wharf restaurant for dinner.

DAY 2

Drive south, stopping at Hamilton Gardens en route to Rotorua. Dive straight into the city’s geothermal attractions by visiting Whakarewarewa Thermal Valley and Buried Village before soaking up the moment at the Polynesian Spa.

DAY 3

Continue south to Lake Taupo, renowned for its trout fishing. Anglers should squeeze in a quick outing onto the lake, while others should explore the volcanic wonders of Tongariro National Park. Drive to Napier and spend the evening admiring this coastal city’s beachside setting and art deco architecture.

DAY 4

One of the best places to admire New Zealand’s unique plant and birdlife in a controlled environment is Pukaha Mount Bruce, halfway between Napier and Wellington. Once you’ve reached the capital, check into your downtown hotel and plan on spending at least an hour at the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, then walk along the waterfront to the Museum of Wellington City and Sea.

DAY 5

Book an early flight to Christchurch, where the wonders of the world’s most remote continent are yours to discover at the International Antarctic Centre. From this attraction, head downtown to bustling Cathedral Square, and wander through the serenity of the Botanic Garden.

DAY 6

Take the famous TranzAlpine train to Arthur’s Pass National Park, where you have a couple of hours to explore the alpine wilderness of one of New Zealand’s best-loved parks. Return to Christchurch and take an evening flight to Queenstown. This is your last night in New Zealand, so plan on a dinner splurge at Gantley’s.

DAY 7

Ensure your flight back to Auckland from Queenstown connects with your homebound flight. These usually depart in the evening, allowing for a lunchtime Queenstown departure, and time for a morning excursion to the historic gold-mining town of Arrowtown.
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a rugged West Coast beach

Day 5

Lake Matheson is one of New Zealand’s most scenic lakes, but the main focus of the day is a glacier tour. These can be as simple as a self-guided walk or as adventurous as a heli-hiking trip up onto the glaciers in the heart of Westland Tai Poutini National Park. Drive south to Haast and then up over the spectacular Haast Pass Highway to Wanaka, where you should plan on a pre-dinner walk along the lakefront.

Day 6

Wind your way through the Otago goldfields region north to Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park and spend the afternoon on local walking tracks (the trail to Blue Lakes is one of the most scenic).

Day 7

With Mount Cook in your rearview mirror, it’s a scenic drive out of the mountains and through farmland to the coast near Timaru. From this point, it’s an easy drive north to Christchurch. Spend the afternoon exploring the Canterbury Museum and plan a walking tour through the adjacent Botanic Garden.

Day 8

For your last day on the South Island visit the International Antarctic Centre. It opens at 9 A.M., so any flight after noon allows time at this large museum showcasing Antarctica. If you’re booked on a later flight combine a visit to the International Antarctic Centre with a morning walk through the Botanic Garden.




A GOURMET’S PARADISE
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Honey is one of many local specialties.

If you’ve visited New Zealand in the past, maybe a decade or more ago, you will be pleasantly surprised with the improved quality of dining options. Sure, you can still get a classic meat pie, but the corner bakery is just as likely to offer healthy variations on this inexpensive food (and there are even guidebooks to the best pie shops), such as a gluten-free chicken, camembert, and apricot pie. This sophistication shines through especially in the larger cities and resort towns, where classic meats such as lamb, crayfish, and venison are given a modern makeover by top-notch chefs in contemporary surroundings.


	In New Zealand’s largest city, pick up your perfectly prepared fish and chips at Auckland Fish Market and enjoy them down on the harborfront.

	Although you can see downtown from Mudbrick Restaurant on Waiheke Island, the city will seem a million miles away from this upscale winery and eatery.

	Talk your way into an outside table at The Wharf, in delightful Russell, and order char-grilled game-fish smothered in kiwi fruit salsa. Be sure to save room for the kiwi fruit pavlova.

	Only in New Zealand: At Taupo’s Huka Prawn Park, you can go fishing for prawns and then savor your catch at the on-site café.

	
Coromandels Mussel Kitchen is the best place in New Zealand to try a local delicacy steamed open in whatever way takes your fancy.

	Seafood stars at understated Pacifica Restaurant overlooking the main beach at Napier.

	Kick back with a bottle of Chardonnay and a platter stacked with delicious New Zealand cheese at Okurukuru.




SOUTH ISLAND


	Crayfish is king at Kaikoura; order it fresh at local markets such as Continental Seafoods and then boil up a feast.

	If you enjoy trying unusual foods—very unusual foods—then head to the West Coast’s Wildfoods Festival and prepare yourself for jellied grasshopper, roast muttonbird, and stinging-nettle soup.

	Mingle with mountain climbers while admiring snowcapped peaks at Old Mountaineers Café Bar & Restaurant, a Mount Cook favorite.

	
Who Ate All the Pies? Well, this travel writer helped by enjoying the ostrich and kumara pie while researching Dunedin at this unusually named café.

	The food is delicious at the Cardrona Hotel, but it’s the historic ambience of an 1860s roadhouse in the middle of nowhere that sets this restaurant apart.
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While most visitors to New Zealand dedicate at least one or two weeks to seeing as much of the country as possible, there are a number of scenarios where time may be limited to only a few days—you may have some extra time at the end of a business trip or maybe New Zealand is a stopover on your way to Australia. If you do only have a few days, Auckland, the country’s largest city, is a great place to spend your time.

Day 1

Start your first day by enjoying breakfast at Café Melba and then crossing Queen Street to take the elevator to the top of the Sky Tower—a good way to orient yourself to the city and surrounds. Back at street level, walk down to always-busy Viaduct Harbour. Marvel at the large yachts and learn about Auckland’s sailing prowess at the New Zealand National Maritime Museum. Have lunch at the Waterfront Cafe and then board a sailing charter boat for an exciting harbor cruise. If you’re feeling fit, rent a bike for a waterfront ride or drive to Kelly Tarlton’s, an underground aquarium filled with local underwater species. In the evening, feast on a seafood dinner at Kermadec.

Day 2

Catch a ferry from downtown Auckland to Waiheke Island, which offers a delightful mix of outdoor recreation and tourist services. The trail between Oneroa and Palm Beach takes around two hours, but the end destination is one of the island’s nicest beaches. Combine lunch among grape vines at the Mudbrick Restaurant with a tasting at the onsite winery. Spend the afternoon admiring the kinetic sculptures at Connells Bay Sculpture Park, or simply relax on a local beach. Before you know it, it’ll be time to return to reality, and to dine alfresco at a harborfront restaurant in downtown Auckland, such as Y-Not at Prince’s Wharf.

Day 3

After breakfast at Strawberry Alarm Clock, immerse yourself in Maori culture at the Auckland Museum. Make a visit to the trendy suburb of Parnell for some souvenir shopping and stroll through the Parnell Rose Garden. Plan on a lunchtime splurge at the stylish Metropole. On your way to the airport, take a small detour to climb volcanic One Tree Hill for sweeping city views. 
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the beautiful Auckland skyline



THE NORTH ISLAND
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The North Island lies between latitudes 34 and 42 degrees south and has a temperate climate, with rainfall levels steady throughout the year. Though more densely populated than the South Island and liberally dotted with towns and villages, it continues to boast unspoiled scenery and a diverse range of landscapes.

The far north offers kilometer after kilometer of golden sand and surf, magnificent kauri forests alive with birds and cicadas, and historic bays crowded with diving and fishing boats. Auckland, the largest city and “Gateway to New Zealand,” is situated in the north. East of Auckland, on the rugged beach-fringed Coromandel Peninsula, hiking tracks wind through lush forest and logging dams that have withstood the ravages of time. In the center of the island lie the exciting city of Rotorua—home of modern Maori culture, thermal activity, and geysers—and crystal-clear Lake Taupo, boasting some of the country’s best brown- and rainbow-trout fishing. The bush-covered ranges of Te Urewera National Park in the east have serene lakes and sparkling waterfalls, rich birdlife, and lush greenery where Maori legends seem to come alive. Tongariro and Egmont National Parks in the central and western regions claim impressive volcanoes, excellent views, hiking and climbing trails, and skiing. An abundance of rivers meanders through the island, providing fine fly-fishing, canoeing, kayaking, and white-water rafting. Wellington, the exciting and picturesque capital, lies on the windswept shores of Cook Strait at the base of the island.
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Whether you’re in search of sun, sand, and relaxation; exciting, active outdoor adventures; off-the-beaten-track escapades; or bustling cosmopolitan cities, the North Island has it all.
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AUCKLAND


HIGHLIGHTS

PLANNING YOUR TIME

Sights

DOWNTOWN

THE DOMAIN

PARNELL

EAST OF DOWNTOWN

WEST OF DOWNTOWN

SOUTH OF DOWNTOWN

Recreation

HARBOR CRUISES

WALKING TRACKS

BEACHES

CYCLING

Entertainment and Events

SKYCITY

THE ARTS

NIGHTLIFE

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

Shopping

SHOPPING DISTRICTS

BOOKSTORES

OUTLET SHOPS

Accommodations and Camping

DOWNTOWN

PARNELL

WEST OF DOWNTOWN

SOUTH OF DOWNTOWN

NORTH SHORE

MANGERE (AIRPORT)

HOLIDAY PARKS

Food

DOWNTOWN

SKYCITY

PARNELL

PONSONBY

Practicalities

INFORMATION

SERVICES

GETTING THERE

GETTING AROUND

Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park

RANGITOTO ISLAND

MOTUTAPU ISLAND

MOTUIHE ISLAND

[image: ] WAIHEKE ISLAND

GREAT BARRIER ISLAND



Auckland has always offered wonderful scenery, and in the last decade an incredible energy has been injected into almost every corner of city, transforming this cosmopolitan center of 1.3 million into a world-class tourist destination. Most international visitors touch down in Auckland, but the city has grown into a lot more than simply a gateway to the rest of the country. It’s a vibrant, exciting city, with a mix of attractions to suit both outdoor enthusiasts and those who thrive in a bustling concrete-and-glass metropolis.

Straddling a narrow piece of land between magnificent Waitemata and Manukau Harbours, Auckland is flanked by the South Pacific Ocean to the east and the Tasman Sea to the west. The downtown area slopes to Waitemata Harbour, which is dotted with boats of all kinds, the water a sparkling backdrop to many colorful sails. Nicknamed the “City of Sails,” Auckland has hosted the America’s Cup on two occasions in the last decade. It was these races that set in motion a downtown harborfront rejuvenation that is the envy of cities the world over.

Auckland is also known for its many fine beaches, beautiful parks and gardens, and a great variety of restaurants and nightlife. The city’s eastern shoreline offers calm water and protected beaches, while the western shores boast wild waves, good surfing, and desolate windswept beaches. The urban area is wrapped around a number of extinct volcanic peaks that host vantage points with great views. From these scattered lookouts, you can see how Auckland has also been developed around parks and gardens—packed on weekends with walkers, joggers, cricketers, kite enthusiasts, and families enjoying the year-round pleasant climate (summer average is 23˚C/73˚F; winter average is a balmy 14˚C/57˚F).
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HIGHLIGHTS
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LOOK FOR [image: ] TO FIND RECOMMENDED SIGHTS, ACTIVITIES, DINING, AND LODGING.

[image: ] Sky Tower: Take a ride to the top of this landmark high above the city for spectacular views of the skyline and harbor (see here).

[image: ] Voyager New Zealand Maritime Museum: Learn about Auckland’s long association with the ocean, from the arrival of the first Maori to the America’s Cup (see here).

[image: ] Viaduct Harbour: Developed for the America’s Cup, this waterfront precinct has matured into a stylish mix of restaurants and shops (see here).

[image: ] Auckland Museum: Maori culture, natural history, and the story of Auckland are all under one roof in the imposing museum within the Auckland Domain (see here).

[image: ] Kelly Tarlton’s: Dedicated to the wonders of the ocean, this underground attraction is a good way to get a taste for the marinelife you’ll experience beyond city limits (see here).

[image: ] One Tree Hill: Walk or drive to the top of this dormant volcano, an oasis of green surrounded by suburbia (watch for grazing sheep), and immerse yourself in Maori history while enjoying sweeping city views (see here).

[image: ] Sailing: Known as the “City of Sails,” Auckland is the perfect place to try your hand at sailing, with charter yachts lining up at Viaduct Harbour for your business (see here).

[image: ] Waiheke Island: Easily reached by ferry from downtown, this island boasts a beautiful year-round climate, secluded beaches, wineries, and many boutique accommodations (see here).



Within sight of downtown, the 47 islands of Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park beckon. The park is accessed by ferry from downtown; a day trip will give you a taste of island life, but beautiful beaches, upscale lodgings, and world-class wineries make an overnight trip tempting.

Auckland has evolved into one of the world’s most tourist-friendly cities. Budget travelers will be amazed by the high standard of inner-city backpacker lodges complete with rooftop hot tubs, while those with more money to spend can relax in one of the world’s most perfectly placed Hilton hotels. The coffee in Auckland is equally impressive, with all sorts of wonderful caffeine brews equal in quality to those in any place I’ve ever been. Auckland’s better restaurants bring together the country’s finest game and produce (and wine) for a dining experience that can run into hundreds of dollars (or under $5 for a gourmet pie from Pie Mania). To ensure your stay is as easy and worthwhile as possible, visitor centers dot the city, where staff hand out free information and make transportation and accommodation bookings at no charge.

[image: ]

PLANNING YOUR TIME

Most visitors to New Zealand land in Auckland at the end of a long flight. Therefore, I highly recommend you plan on spending the first night in Auckland, giving you time to acclimatize, to recover from any jet lag, and simply to spend the first day without having to “travel.” Even the most free-spirited travelers will know in advance which day they will be arriving, so even if the schedule for the rest of your vacation is flexible, reserve accommodations for the first night before leaving home. With the same thought in mind, also make reservations for the night before your departure. For those not staying in backpacker lodges, I’d recommend staying at a downtown hotel upon arrival (close to major attractions and not a culture shock) and a bed-and-breakfast with character to finish your New Zealand journey. This also gives you a couple of nights to savor the city’s many restaurants; be sure to enjoy a waterfront dining experience.

Once the practical aspects of your stay have been organized, you can start to fiqure out what you want to see and what isn’t so important. Obviously this has a lot to do with personal tastes, but I highly recommend everyone start from the top—literally—by riding the elevator up the Sky Tower to the top of New Zealand’s highest building. Back at ground level, it’s a short walk down to the harbor and the Voyager New Zealand Maritime Museum and adjacent Viaduct Harbour, both of which give great insight into the city’s nautical flavor (as do the restaurants around Viaduct Harbour, a great lunchtime stop if you started early). With only one full day in Auckland, you could spend the afternoon at either the Auckland Museum, to learn about the region’s natural and human history, or Kelly Tarlton’s, to immerse yourself in the country’s marinelife.
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Auckland Museum

If, as I suggested earlier, you spend one night in Auckland at either end of your New Zealand trip, you could mix the above itinerary around to spend a rainy day indoors, leaving Sky Tower and the harbor for a sunny (or “fine,” as they say locally) day. A fine day is also the time to travel beyond downtown to reach the low summit of One Tree Hill, one of many volcanic peaks within city limits.

The ocean should be incorporated somewhere into your Auckland stay, and I don’t mean simply sipping a cocktail at a harborfront bar. Jumping aboard a ferry is an easy and inexpensive way to see the city from water level, but a better way is to go sailing on one of the charter yachts that tie up at Viaduct Harbour.

If you have three full days in Auckland, allow yourself at least one day to visit Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park, where Waiheke Island and its beautiful beaches and scenic wineries are linked to downtown by ferry.

Sights

While New Zealand’s largest city is filled with official attractions that you won’t want to miss, there are also parks and gardens to explore, a magnificent harborfront, and many interesting suburbs. Offshore lies an archipelago of islands, easily reached as a day trip from downtown.

DOWNTOWN

Queen Street is downtown Auckland’s main commercial corridor, and many attractions are within walking distance. Sky Tower is a good starting point, both for its sweeping city views and as home to the main information center. Combine the Sky Tower with harborside attractions and the art gallery, both easily reached on foot, and you will have already filled one day of sightseeing.
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For excellent views of Auckland from the Southern Hemisphere’s tallest building, head to the distinctive 328-meter (1,076-foot) Sky Tower (Victoria St., 09/363-6000; daily 8:30 A.M.–11 P.M.; adult $28, child $11). From the SkyCity casino at street level, three glass-fronted elevators whisk visitors to four observation decks in just 40 seconds. Make the Main Observation Level your first destination here; glass floor panels allow views of the city streets directly below and live weather reports flash on a screen. The highest point with public access is Skydeck, an outdoor viewing platform. Below the main deck is Sky Lounge. Before heading up Sky Tower, you can watch a documentary on the city’s history.

The high-adrenaline activities for which New Zealand is so well known start right here in Auckland. Sky Jump (09/368-1835 or 0800/759-586; daily 10 A.M.–6 P.M.; $225) is a bungy-type setup 192 meters (630 ft) up Sky Tower. Rather than rebounding, jumpers wrapped in a body harness come to a smooth stop a few meters above a street-side platform.
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QUEEN STREET

Downtown’s main commercial thoroughfare, Queen Street, stretches from Waitemata Harbour as far south as suburban Newton. This busy cosmopolitan strip bustles with businesspeople, shoppers, and tourists. On weekends it’s decisively quieter, with Aucklanders preferring nearby parks and beaches.

At the harbor end, the Ferry Building is the departure point for ferries to the North Shore and offshore islands. Across Quay Street, the old post office has been transformed into Britomart Transport Centre, a transportation interchange for buses and trains. From this point, Queen Street begins its long uphill journey. Street level at the bottom end is lined with tourist-oriented businesses, such as duty-free shopping and currency exchange outlets, as well as cafés and restaurants.

A few blocks up from the harbor, The Edge precinct is a combination of old and modern centered around a busy square surrounded by the town hall and various entertainment venues.

Toward the upper end, Queen Street crosses Karangahape Road, nicknamed “K Road.” This area has a bustling Polynesian atmosphere and a variety of foreign nationalities represented in the shops, restaurants, and takeaway food stands.
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Auckland Town Hall
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On Hobson Wharf at the west end of Quay Street, this museum (09/373-0800; Oct.–Apr. daily 9 A.M.–6 P.M., rest of year 9 A.M.–5 P.M.; adult $17, senior $14, child $9) showcases New Zealand’s strong maritime traditions in more than a dozen galleries—from the earliest craft used by Pacific Islanders to the latest technology used in the America’s Cup. The museum encompasses a floating boatshed where traditional Maori crafts are displayed and visitors can try their hand at rowing. Other galleries feature hands-on displays, local lighthouses, an audiovisual presentation in the Pacific Discovery Theatre, a collection of canoes, boatbuilding workshops, and Black Magic, which tells the story of legendary New Zealand skipper Peter Blake. A number of historic craft are tied alongside the museum, and one of them, a small steamboat (with museum admission adult $29, senior $24, child $14.50), takes visitors around the dock area.
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Immediately west of the maritime museum is Viaduct Harbour (also known as Viaduct Basin), developed in the 1990s for Auckland’s hosting of the America’s Cup. A variety of venues around Hauraki Gulf were considered for the occasion, including offshore islands, but this downtown location was the final choice for the America’s Cup village, breathing new life into a run-down commercial and industrial area that was first used as a port in the 1870s. Today, the harbor is filled with leisure craft and charter boats while the surrounding space holds a variety of restaurants and bars. A pedestrian bridge crosses the harbor, leading to the architecturally impressive Viaduct Events Centre (where an outside promenade allows for good views back across the harbor to downtown), the Auckland Fish Market, and a number of warehouses that have been converted into restaurants.

Beyond the restaurants is the North Wharf precinct, with an ocean-inspired playground and multistory viewing platforms that allow a great view across working shipyards.

The Edge

A few blocks up from the harbor and immediately south of Wellesley Street, The Edge is a bustling precinct that centers around Aotea Square. The square is a popular city gathering place, filled with gardens and host to markets every Friday and Saturday. The Civic (corner of Queen and Wellesley Streets) opened in 1929 as a movie palace but fell into disrepair over time. After extensive renovations it reopened in 1999, restored to its former Asian-influenced art nouveau glory. In addition to showing films, the Civic hosts touring musicals and shows.

Across Aotea Square from the Civic, Auckland Town Hall is an Italian Renaissance–style building that dates to 1911. Like the Civic, it has undergone extensive renovations and is now home to the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra and Auckland Philharmonic Orchestra; the companies take advantage of the renowned acoustics of the Great Hall and Concert Chamber, respectively. Take in a performance by one of these two companies to experience the town hall in its best light, or wander through the public areas daily 9 A.M.–5 P.M.

A modern addition to The Edge, the Aotea Centre is a multipurpose venue that includes two major theaters and the country’s largest convention center.
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Auckland Art Gallery

Two blocks from Queen Street is the Auckland Art Gallery (corner of Lorne and Wellesley Streets, 09/379-1349; daily 10 A.M.–5 P.M.; free), which dates to 1888 and is the oldest and largest gallery in the country. Reopened in late 2011 after major renovations, the gallery displays an extensive historic and contemporary New Zealand art collection, as well as British and old master paintings, and a drawing and print collection. Free guided tours depart daily at 2 P.M. from the front desk. There’s also a café, open daily for breakfast and lunch, and a gift shop.

Albert Park

When visiting the Auckland Art Gallery, take time to stroll through the Victorian-style gardens of this city park, admiring the groves of well-established oak trees, delightful fountains, and a historic rotunda. At the top end of the park is an old caretaker’s cottage (daily 10 A.M.–4 P.M.), which now houses a collection of clocks from around the world.

[image: ]

Viaduct Harbour

THE DOMAIN

Auckland Domain is a large, lush, shady park within walking distance of both the city center and Parnell area. Covering more than 80 hectares, the park offers the Auckland Museum, Wintergarden, Fernz Fernery, Planetarium, and Herb Garden, a kiosk selling drinks and ice cream, and a restaurant that’s a favorite spot for wedding receptions. On the hillsides, particularly outside the museum, kite-flying is popular—on a bright summer day the sky is alive with color and movement.

The beautiful Wintergarden (daily 10 A.M.–4 P.M.; free) is a short stroll from the museum. Flower gardens, several greenhouses with amazing hothouse plants, a lily pond, and shady courtyards with statue-lined footpaths make this a relaxing spot to hang out. A small lake, home to a flock of greedy ducks, makes it a popular place with bread-toting children. Fernz Fernery (daily 10 A.M.–4 P.M.; free), beside the Wintergarden, was originally a quarry. Today, more than 150 varieties of fern thrive in three distinct zones—dry, intermediate, and wet—creating a stunning collection of species found in all parts of the country.
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Built on the highest point of the Domain, the Auckland Museum (Domain Dr., 09/309-0443; daily 10 A.M.–5 P.M.; adult $10, child free) boasts terrific views of Waitemata Harbour, Rangitoto Island, and the North Shore from the steps leading up to its impressive entrance. Inside is one of the best collections of Maori art and artifacts. Several floors feature a large variety of both permanent and changing exhibitions: the Hall of Pacific Art contains art and objects from islands throughout the Pacific; another exhibit explores Auckland’s fascinating volcanic history, complete with sound effects and audiovisuals; other halls feature New Zealand’s natural history, birdlife, ceramics, English furniture, military and maritime history, and Asian arts. You can lose complete track of time here—it’s a good spot to keep in mind for a Sunday, when many attractions are closed, or for a rainy day. There’s also a small coffee lounge and a good selection of Maori carvings, jewelry, books on New Zealand, and souvenirs available at average Auckland prices in the museum shop. For an introduction to Maori culture, attend one of the short tours of the Maori foyer with a traditional greeting, then a Maori Concert Party performance in the small auditorium at either 11:15 A.M. or 1:30 P.M. If you’re driving, Maunsell Road provides access to a large parking lot ($5 per hour, or $7 per day if entering before 9 A.M.).
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Parnell Rose Gardens are an enjoyable free attraction east of downtown.

PARNELL

Parnell is Auckland’s oldest suburb, located immediately east of The Domain. Today, it’s a trendy little spot with chic shops, historic buildings, little cafés in shady arcades, a range of accommodations, and trendy restaurants by the handful.

Parnell is a gentle uphill walk from downtown—walk along Customs Street E (at the harbor end of Queen St.), curve left onto Beach Road, pass the railway station, and make a left on Parnell Rise, which becomes Parnell Road. East of Parnell Road is Parnell Rose Gardens (Gladstone Rd.; free), containing more than 4,000 roses.

Historic Parnell

The city’s oldest building on its original site in Auckland is Hulme Court (350 Parnell Rd.), dating to 1843, but it is not open to the public. Instead, continue up Parnell Road to St. Mary’s Holy Trinity Cathedral (420 Parnell Rd.), a wooden church dating to 1897, and then to the corner of St. Stephens Avenue, where the wooden buildings of Bishop’s Court date to the 1860s.

Continue up Parnell Road and you soon reach Kinder House (2 Ayr St.). Built from Rangitoto Island volcanic stone and completed in 1857, it contains Georgian furniture, family heirlooms, and a collection of Rev. John Kinder’s pioneer photographs taken between 1860 and 1888. Leave your vehicle at Kinder House and walk down the hill to Ewelme Cottage (14 Ayr St., 09/379-0202; Sun. 10:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M.; adult $8.50, child $3). Constructed of kauri, New Zealand’s native timber, it is one of Parnell’s many buildings preserved by the New Zealand Historic Places Trust.

EAST OF DOWNTOWN

Take Quay Street east from downtown and you will quickly find yourself on a causeway across the head of Hobson Bay. From here, Tamaki Drive hugs the shoreline and passes Kelly Tarlton’s before rounding Bastion Point to reach the leafy suburb of Mission Bay, where cafés and boutiques line the busy main street. It’s a pleasant drive or cycle, although it gets busy during rush hour.
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New Zealander Kelly Tarlton, one of the world’s premier underwater adventurers, spent most of his life traveling the world recovering lost treasures before developing this unique aquarium in underground storm-water holding tanks on Auckland’s harbor (Tamaki Dr., 09/528-0603; daily 9:30 A.M.–5:30 P.M.; adult $34, senior $26, child $16) six km (3.7 mi) east from downtown. In 1994, eight years after Tarlton’s untimely death (he died soon after the complex opened and never saw his dream fulfilled), the second stage of the project opened—a simulation of an Antarctic environment, including penguins. The journey begins by walking through a life-size replica of Captain Robert Scott’s hut, complete with groaning ice and fierce winds. Then it’s all aboard a Snow Cat that heads through an Antarctic whiteout, under the ice, past some penguins, and into a futuristic Scott Base. The second part of the complex is the aquarium. Travel on a moving walkway through a crystal-clear acrylic tunnel and step off at any point onto the footpath running alongside. Other than the walkway beneath your feet you’re surrounded by water—all sorts of indigenous New Zealand sea creatures skim past the tunnel around you, while eels and crayfish peek out of rock crevices. The lighting, dark blue carpeting, and sound effects add to the submarine atmosphere. The tunnel darkens as you enter the deep-sea area, where sharks, stingrays, and other exotic creatures glide above and around you. In the small theater to the left of the main entrance room, an excellent audiovisual slide show features underwater photography; it’s 10 minutes long and is shown every 15 minutes. Displays of shells and sea urchins and other objects of marine interest, a piranha tank (feeding time 11 A.M.) and touch tank, a souvenir shop, and lots of articles about sharks complete this Auckland attraction.
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Kinder House in Parnell

WEST OF DOWNTOWN

Ponsonby

A fashionable suburb within walking distance from K Road, Ponsonby boasts many old homes and shops that have been beautifully restored. Entirely preserved Renall Street depicts a slice of 19th-century Auckland. Houses sit close together on the narrow and steep street, each house with a view of the harbor over the rooftops. Ponsonby is also known for its gourmet restaurants, intriguing shops, and trendy people. Buses run here from Queen Elizabeth Square past Victoria Park and College Hill. Get off at the Three Lamps stop; Renall Street is one block north.

MOTAT

In Western Springs, four km (2.5 mi) west of downtown, the Museum of Transport and Technology (Great North Rd., 09/815-5800; daily 10 A.M.–5 P.M.; adult $14, senior and child $8) is commonly referred to by its acronym, MOTAT. At the site of Auckland’s original water source, MOTAT gives a glimpse into New Zealand’s past with exhibitions of early agricultural machinery, airplanes, vintage cars, fire and steam engines, and a pioneer village. The aviation building is a flying buff’s delight, with an extensive historical display featuring Richard Pearse, a South Island farmer and inventor who it’s claimed made several flights in the summer of 1902, predating the Wright Brothers’ 1903 exploits by over a year. Children will love the Tactile Dome, which is filled with interactive exhibits, including an earthquake simulator.


Auckland Zoo

Located in Western Springs, the zoo (Motions Rd., 09/360-3800; daily 9:30 A.M.–5:30 P.M.; adult $22, senior $18, child $11) contains 500 exotic and indigenous animals in enclosures such as Pridelands, which is home to a variety of African species. One of the highlights is the nocturnal house, where you can see the curious kiwi (native bird and a national symbol) doing his (or her) thing during the daytime (the birds are most active in the morning—fed at 9:30 A.M.). You can also watch sea lions through an underwater viewing window. Throughout the day, “Keeper Encounters” take place during animal feeding sessions. A souvenir shop and a restaurant overlook the park. The zoo is connected to MOTAT by an electric tram that runs every 20 minutes along the one-km (0.6-mi) route.

Waitakere Ranges Regional Parkland

This spectacular chunk of wilderness lies on the north side of Manukau Harbour, west of Auckland (continue west along Hwy. 16 from Western Springs, then take Hwy. 19 through Titirangi). It encompasses much of the Waitakere Ranges. Formed by volcanic action about 17 million years ago, the Waitakere Ranges comprise a steep eastern face, rugged valleys, rivers, streams, and waterfalls, which cascade dramatically to the Tasman Sea. A network of nearly 150 “walks” (suitable for everyone) and “tracks” (for the more experienced hiker) covers a distance of more than 200 km (124 mi) (many trails are impassable after high rainfall). The main road through the park traverses the main range and ends at Piha, a small seaside community at the protected south end of a beach continuously lashed by massive waves. North and south of Piha, the coastline is no less rugged, with trails leading to secluded beaches and rocky cliffs.

Start a park visit at Arataki Visitor Centre (09/366-2000; Sept.–Apr. daily 9 A.M.–5 P.M., May–Aug. Mon.–Fri. 10 A.M.–4 P.M. and Sat.–Sun. 9 A.M.–5 P.M.), five km (3.11 mi) beyond Titirangi. Adorned by Maori carvings, this grand building is a lot more than a visitor center—inside, the whole natural and human history of the Waitakere Ranges is laid out, and paths lead through the surrounding forest and to raised lookout platforms. Before continuing farther into the park, pick up the excellent Recreation and Track Guide—it gives a good overview of the various walks.

SOUTH OF DOWNTOWN

Mount Eden

Head to the top of this extinct volcano, the highest point in Auckland at 196 meters (640 ft), for a 360-degree view of the city. Walking tracks lead around and into the large egg-shaped depression at the top where the crater used to be. It was used as an ancient Maori fortress by the Waiohua people, and their storage pits and defense terraces remain around the outside. The inner crater area shows no signs of occupation, as it was considered sacred to Matuaho, God of Volcanoes. On the lower slopes of the hill lies Eden Garden (daily 9 A.M.–4:40 P.M.; free), a colorful array of camellias, azaleas, and rhododendrons planted in the early 1970s. From downtown you can walk to Mount Eden in about 1.5 hours (follow the Coast to Coast Walkway signs), or catch a bus from the downtown bus terminal for Mount Eden and Khyber Pass Roads. Mountain Road takes you to the summit. You can also drive to the top.
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Situated among the 60-odd volcanic cones dominating Auckland’s skyline, One Tree Hill is another prominent dormant volcano (182 meters/600 ft) offering spectacular views over Auckland. It’s thought to have last erupted 20,000 years ago, and in the preceding years and before European colonization up to 5,000 Maori lived on its slopes. To the Maori, it was known as Te Totara-i-ahua after the solitary totara tree planted on the summit in 1640. The name survived, although the original tree was cut down in the 1850s and a replacement Monterey pine succumbed to a combination of vandalism and disease in the 1990s. Surrounding the hill is Cornwall Park, farmland deeded to the city by John Logan Campbell in 1900. Today, sheep and cattle still graze on the grassed terraces, and you can rest in the shade of an olive grove planted by Campbell. From Greenlane West (take the Hwy. 9 exit from Hwy. 1), a road winds through the park and around the hill, eventually reaching the summit as a narrow paved thoroughfare barely wide enough for one vehicle. At the top is an obelisk.
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A monument at the top of One Tree Hill is dedicated to Maori-European friendship.

On the southern slopes of One Tree Hill (near the Manukau Road entrance) is Stardome Observatory (09/624-1246; adult $12, senior $10, child $6). Displays in the foyer area are open Monday 10 A.M.–3 P.M. and Tuesday–Friday 9:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M., but the real reason to visit is the multimedia presentation showcasing our solar system and beyond, which includes images of the night sky displayed on a large screen via a “sky projector.” It plays Tuesday–Sunday at 8 P.M. and is followed at 9 P.M. by a space-oriented documentary. After the show, weather permitting, view the Southern Cross and other Southern Hemisphere stars from the observatory (included in the ticket price).

Auckland Botanic Gardens

This extensive 65-hectare garden lies 27 km (17 mi) south of downtown beside Highway 1. As far as botanic gardens go, they are fairly recent, having been initially developed in 1973 and opened in 1982. The former farm has been transformed, now boasting more than 10,000 plants from around the world. Within the garden is a visitor center (09/266-7158; Mon.–Fri. 8 A.M.–4:30 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 9 A.M.–5 P.M.), a small library, and a café (09/269-3409; daily 8 A.M.–4 P.M.; $11–16) serving light snacks during lunch hours. Admission is free.


Recreation


HARBOR CRUISES

There are so many ways to cruise Waitemata Harbour that your first stop should be the attractively renovated Ferry Building on Quay Street. You’ll find Fullers (09/367-9111, www.fullers.co.nz) on the ground floor. Fullers runs scheduled transportation and tours to all the populated islands of Hauraki Gulf, as well as to Devonport on the North Shore and around the harbor itself. One of the best ways to enjoy the harbor is to join the 90-minute Harbour Cruise (departs daily 10:30 A.M. and 1:30 P.M.; adult $38, senior $35, child $18).

To Devonport

While the Harbour Cruise stops only briefly at Devonport, there’s so much to do in and around this North Shore suburb that it’s easy to spend a day exploring the area. It’s a picturesque place—from the sandy beach beside the ferry terminal, the main street leads uphill past outdoor cafés, art galleries, and trendy boutiques. From the waterfront, a one-km/0.62-mi (20-minute) walking path leads along the harbor east to North Head, a historic reserve once an important base for army operations toward the end of the 19th century. Walking tracks lead to many underground tunnels and chambers, gun emplacements and batteries, and a good viewing point. Nearby Mount Victoria, an extinct volcanic cone rising 85 meters (280 ft), offers panoramic views of the harbor; a walking track leads to the top.

The least expensive way to cross the harbor is aboard the Devonport Ferry, operated by Fullers (09/367-9111; adult $9 round-trip, senior $11, child $5.80; free with a Harbour Cruise ticket) from the Ferry Building. Departures are every 30 minutes 6:15 A.M.–8 P.M., then hourly (on the hour) until 10 P.M.
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Pride of Auckland (09/373-4557, www.prideofauckland.com) operates a fleet of 45-foot charter yachts, easily recognized by their distinctive blue-and-white sails, from beside the maritime museum. Options include a 50-minute Sailing Experience ($48), a 90-minute lunchtime trip departing daily at 1 P.M. ($70), a 90-minute Coffee Cruise departing at 3 P.M. ($60), and a 2.5-hour dinner trip departing at 7 P.M. that includes a healthy seafood meal cooked on board ($95).

Or you can get really serious and step aboard yachts that competed for the America’s Cup. A two-hour sailing trip costs adult $160, child $115, or you can pay adult $210, child $180 to participate in a three-hour race-like setting with the two yachts racing against each other. For information, contact Sail NZ (Viaduct Harbour, 09/359-5987 or 0800/724-569, www.explorenz.co.nz).

WALKING TRACKS

The local council has done an admirable job of creating an extensive network of walking paths within city limits. The information center stocks related brochures, or head down to the experts at the Department of Conservation office in the Ferry Building (137 Quay St., 09/379-6476; Mon.–Fri. 9:30 A.M.–5 P.M., Sat. 10 A.M.–3 P.M.). The Auckland Council website (www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz) is another good source of walking trail information.

Coast to Coast Walkway

This well-marked urban walkway crosses the 16 km (10 mi) of land that separate the Pacific Ocean on the east from the Tasman Sea on the west. Take in tremendous views of the city and the main harbors; climb five volcanic peaks; saunter through parks, gardens, and woods; and listen to native birds on this remarkable track. It’s a great way to appreciate the old and the new, the land and the water that make up Auckland today. The walk starts from downtown’s Princes Wharf, and at an easy pace takes about four hours to cover the 13-km (8-mi) trail through the Domain, Mount Eden, and One Tree Hill to suburban Onehunga on Manukau Harbour. A pamphlet containing a detailed map of the route, distances and average walking times, places of interest, viewing points, and parks and gardens is available from the Department of Conservation office.

Point to Point Walkway

It takes about three leisurely hours to do this 7.5-km (4.6-mi) well-marked walk, which starts on Tamaki Drive above St. Heliers Bay and meanders through parks, paddocks, and two nature reserves before ending at Point England. Catch tremendous views of the city from St. John’s Ridge before finishing on St. John’s Road. If you want to walk around the Tahuna-Torea Nature Reserve (Gathering Place of the Oyster-Catcher) along the way, add about 1.5 hours, including time-outs for bird-watching.

BEACHES

Close to Town

Beaches lie on all sides of Auckland, some surprisingly close to the city center, ranging from sheltered sandy coves on the east to pounding surf and black sand on the west. Tamaki Drive leads south out of downtown along the waterfront toward Mission Bay, Kohimaramara Beach, and St. Heliers Bay. The many sheltered beaches along the Tamaki waterfront are popular, offering good, safe swimming and calm water. The first, Judges Bay, is only minutes from the city center, accessible from Parnell Rose Gardens. Farther along is Mission Bay, known for an attractive fountain that dances at the push of a button. Here you can rent bicycles, catamarans, and windsurfers (sailboards); in summer it’s usually packed. Beyond St. Heliers Beach is access to Lady’s (men and women welcome) and Gentleman’s Bays (men only), Auckland’s two nude beaches. All along Tamaki Drive are boat anchorages, boat launches, changing rooms, and cafés; buses leave from the downtown bus terminal.

North Shore

Over Auckland Harbour Bridge to the North Shore are many more beaches to choose from. Takapuna Beach is one of the best known and probably most crowded, but nine others are accessible by bus from Devonport, linked to downtown by ferry.

Along the West Coast

On the west coast lie kilometers of wind- and surf-swept beaches, many quite isolated. They’re beautiful but can also be dangerous; they are known for large, unpredictable swells and strong riptides. It’s safest to swim at the beaches where the local surf lifesaving club is patrolling. Piha is a popular surf beach, patrolled in summer, as are North Piha, Karekare, and Te Henga, all within Waitakere Ranges Regional Parkland. South of Piha, the west coast meets Manukau Harbour along the sandy shores of desolate Whatipu Beach (accessible along Huia Rd. from Titirangi), with large sand dunes and good surfing and bird-watching.

In addition to its large surf, Muriwai Beach, 45 km (28 mi) from Auckland along Highway 16, is known for a long black-sand (rutile) beach, extensive sand dunes, a gannet colony, and a seaside golf course. A track leads south from the beach to Maori Bay, where you’ll see unusual geological formations known as “pillow lavas.” Behind the beach lies the small community of Muriwai, with a motor camp and fish-and-chips shop.

CYCLING

For information on cycling around the city, contact the Auckland Cycle Touring Association (www.acta.org.nz), which organizes rides most weekends. A popular bike route around Auckland covers about 50 km (31 mi) and takes at least three hours. If you ride at a leisurely pace over a full day you’ll have the opportunity to visit many city attractions along the route. A map is available from the Auckland Visitor Centre (corner of Victoria and Federal Sts., 09/363-7182; daily 8 A.M.–8 P.M.).

Many bicycle shops rent bikes, including Adventure Cycles (9 Premier Ave., Western Springs, 09/940-2453; Thurs.–Mon. 7:30 A.M.–7 P.M.), which rents by the day or week. For those planning an extended cycling trip, rental rates are very reasonable ($100–150 per week), with panniers ($40 per week) also rented. Rentals are also available at many public places around town: Mission Bay, Okahu Bay, the waterfront, and Devonport on the North Shore. Expect to pay about $40–50 per day.

Entertainment and Events

Current information and show times for music, opera, cabarets, theater, dance, and exhibitions are listed in weekend editions of local newspapers. For musical events, the NZ Herald gives thorough coverage of what and where, and the Auckland Visitor Centre also has lots of information on Auckland entertainment.

Major cultural and sporting events can be booked through Ticketek (Level 2, Aotea Centre, Queen St., 09/307-5060, www.ticketek.co.nz).

SKYCITY

This large entertainment complex (corner of Victoria and Federal Sts. at the base of the Sky Tower, 09/363-6000) holds a wide variety of eateries and lounges, two casinos, and one of Auckland’s most luxurious accommodations. The main casino room holds 100 gaming tables (blackjack, stud poker, roulette, Tai Sai, craps, and baccarat) and about 1,500 slot machines. Lounges and bars include avian-themed Red Hummingbird; the fine wines of Twelve Wine Bar; Nations Clubrooms, a sports bar; X.O., a stylish space with a cocktail menu to match; and twentyone, an upscale nightclub, with DJ dance music. Sky Lounge, below the main observation level of the Sky Tower, has magnificent views across Hauraki Gulf. SkyCity Theatre attracts touring acts and is home to the Auckland Theatre Company. Dinner/theater packages are available to many performances.

THE ARTS

Auckland’s main music and performing arts venues are centered around The Edge (Queen St., 09/357-3355, www.the-edge.co.nz). On the southern corner of this precinct, the restored Italian Renaissance–style Auckland Town Hall comprises two chambers renowned worldwide for their acoustics, the main venues for performances by the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra (04/801-3890, www.nzso.co.nz) and Auckland Philharmonia (09/638-6266, www.apo.co.nz). Also at The Edge is the 2,380-seat Civic, a restored movie palace with an extravagant Eastern-themed art nouveau look, complete with a simulated night sky painted on the ceiling. The Civic hosts touring musicals and shows, occasionally reverting to its original purpose and screening movies. The modern Aotea Centre holds two main theater venues. Other organizations performing at these venues include the Auckland Chamber Orchestra (09/361-1535; www.aco.co.nz), Auckland Choral (09/358-2892, www.aucklandchoral.co.nz), Chamber Music New Zealand (04/384-6133, www.chambermusic.co.nz), and Royal New Zealand Ballet (04/381-9000, www.nzballet.org.nz). For performance details, contact the venue directly; for ticketing information, contact Ticketek (Level 2 of the Aotea Centre, 09/307-5060, www.ticketek.co.nz).

On the University of Auckland campus, Maidment Theatre (8 Alfred St., 09/308-2383) hosts films, concerts, and a large variety of musical and theatrical events throughout the year, including performances produced by the Auckland Theatre Company (09/309-0390, www.atc.co.nz).

NIGHTLIFE

In the heart of downtown, a welcoming atmosphere prevails at the historic Shakespeare Hotel & Brewery (61 Albert St., 09/373-5396; daily from 11 A.M.), where you can sample a “platter” of traditional beers for $24.

Ensconced in one of the city’s most stylish hotels, Atrium Lounge (Rendezvous Hotel Auckland, Mayoral Dr., 09/366-5643; Mon.–Sat. from 4:30 P.M.) is a beautifully designed room with a wide-ranging drink list and daily 4:30–5:30 P.M. happy hour.

As always, the hot spots for dancing the night away to DJ music change as regularly as the patrons change their hairstyles. Downtown, the place to be for late-night drinking and dancing is Margaritas (18 Elliott St., 09/302-2764), a lounge-style cocktail bar that attracts the over-30 crowd. Rakinos (upstairs at 35 High St., 09/358-3535, Thurs.–Sat.) is a quieter place, often with live jazz or reggae. At the top end of Queen Street, Karangahape Road has an inner-city, bohemian feel, with a wide variety of ethnic bars and nightclubs. Upstairs on the busy corner of Queen Street, Khuja Lounge (536 Queen St., 09/377-3711) hosts a wide variety of musicians Tuesday–Saturday. Heading west along Karangahape Road from Queen Street, the scene gets sleazy, with strip clubs and sex shops dominating.

In Ponsonby, Ponsonby Road has a lively late-night scene, with trendy nightspots and cafés staying open until after midnight. Lime Bar (167 Ponsonby Rd., 09/360-7167) and the faux-tropical Lolabar (212 Ponsonby Rd., 09/360-0396) are two of the more popular hangouts.

Harborside

The waterfront is an unbeatable location for an afternoon or evening drink. Most of the bars and restaurants along Princes Wharf and around Viaduct Harbour have wonderful outdoor seating areas that take advantage of the bustling waterfront location.

Along the west side of Princes Wharf is a strip of combination bar-restaurants, all perfectly positioned to catch the afternoon sun. Although full menus are offered at all these places, it’s generally okay to just order drinks. Although drink prices at Y-Not (Shed 23, Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/359-9998; daily from 10 A.M.) are not as high as elsewhere along the west side of the Princes Wharf, they are even better during happy hour (Mon.–Fri. 4–6 P.M.).

Facing the Ferry Building, Provedor (Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/377-1114; daily from 3 P.M.) has a few palm-fringed tables overlooking the water, but most of the action happens inside this stylish cocktail bar popular with the after-work crowd. Next door, multipurpose Sanctuary (Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/307-1344; daily from 11:30 A.M.) has something for everyone—balcony tables with stunning water views, express weekday lunches that include a drink (from $20), happy hour (weekdays 5–7 P.M.), acoustic performances in an intimate setting (Thurs. from 9:30 P.M.), and one of the city’s hippest dance clubs (1st and 3rd Friday of every month).

At the head of Princes Wharf and accessed off the Hilton hotel lobby, Bellini (Quay St., 09/978-2025; Mon.–Fri. from 10 A.M., Sat.–Sun. from 9 A.M.) is both one of the city’s most stylish bars and its best situated. The crisp, modern decor takes nothing from the stunning water views, but you pay for the privilege—the least expensive drink is a glass of local beer for $8.50, or you can try a namesake champagne and peach cocktail for $21.

At Freddy’s Ice House (Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/377-6702; daily from noon), the temperature matches the name. Customers are outfitted with winter clothing before entering a unique bar where everything is frozen, from the walls to the glasses. The cover charge is $27, which includes one cocktail.

Loaded Hog (Viaduct Harbour, 204 Quay St., 09/366-6491), with its own in-house brewery, has huge glass doors that allow everyone to enjoy the sights and sounds of the harbor. While it’s a good spot for a quiet drink in the afternoon and evening, a DJ spins disks until 4 A.M. Friday and Saturday. Overlooking the same harbor, Imperial (95–99 Customs St. W, 09/377-2720) is a little more pretentious, with a decor to match. Trench Bar (Viaduct Harbour, corner Quay and Lower Hobson Sts., 09/309-0412) replicates its namesake—the deepest point of the Pacific Ocean—with dim lighting and sculptures of creatures that inhabit the ocean floor. At the far end of Viaduct Harbour, O’Hagan’s Irish Pub (101–103 Customs St. W, 09/363-2106) is set back from the water, but offers top-notch food and live Irish outdoor entertainment on Sunday afternoons from 3 P.M.

Backpacker Bars

Globe Bar (229 Queen St. at Darby St., 09/358-4877; daily from 4 P.M.) is part of the Auckland Central Backpackers complex, meaning that it fills nightly with young international travelers looking for cheap drinks and a good time. Also affiliated with backpacker lodges are First Base (Base Auckland, 16 Fort St., 09/300-9999) and Fat Camel (38 Fort St., 09/307-0181), both with cheap drinks and theme nights throughout the week. The latter hosts a variety of competitions (pool, trivia, etc.) with travel-related prizes for the winners.

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

Summer

New Zealanders love their sports, so crowds are inevitable when the world’s best women tennis players arrive in early January for the ASB Classic and the men a week later for the Heineken Open. Both tournaments are held at the Auckland Tennis Centre (1 Tennis Lane, Parnell, 09/373-3623, www.aucklandtennis.co.nz).

Auckland lives up to its “City of Sails” nickname throughout summer, with a variety of events such as match racing; unlike most other yacht races, the emphasis is on the skills of the sailors, who compete in identical yachts in a format that draws huge crowds to the area around Westhaven Marina. Visit the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron website (www.rnzys.org.nz) for details.

Devonport Food & Wine Festival (www.devonportwinefestival.co.nz) takes place over the second weekend of February in Windsor Reserve on the Devonport waterfront, less than 200 meters (660 ft) from where ferries from downtown dock. Entry is $30, which includes a wine glass used to taste wines from throughout the country at booths set around the treed parkland. Many of Auckland’s top restaurants and gourmet food providers are represented and entertainment is provided from two stages.

Fall

Head for Albert Park the first weekend of March for the Auckland Lantern Festival (09/379-2020), a colorful celebration of the Chinese New Year that begins at 5 P.M.

Pasifika (09/353-9557) celebrates the culture of the Pacific with traditional island arts, entertainment, sports, and food at Western Springs Park, off Great North Road, on the second weekend of March (Fri. night and all day Sat.). It’s most popular with Islanders, but visitors are more than welcome to enjoy the festivities.

The week prior to the Easter break, the country comes to the city as ASB Showground plays host to the Royal Easter Show (09/638-9969, www.royaleastershow.co.nz). Expect displays of arts and crafts, livestock and equestrian events, and judging of the national wine awards.

Auckland Art Fair (www.aucklandartfair.co.nz) fills the Marine Events Centre, at Viaduct Harbour, the middle weekend of May every second (odd) year. Mirroring the wave of similar gatherings around the world, this local version showcases the contemporary work of leading artists from throughout New Zealand.

In late May, literary types congregate at Aotea Centre for the Auckland Writers and Readers Festival (www.writersfestival.co.nz). This biennial (odd years) gathering attracts both fiction and nonfiction writers, with a full schedule of public readings and talks.

Winter

The New Zealand International Film Festival (www.nzff.co.nz) is a stop for the New Zealand International Film Festivals, which travels around the country showing major films from all over the world. It’s held for two weeks through mid-July at venues including the SkyCity Theatre and the Civic. For a schedule and ticketing details, check their website.

Spring

Celebrated on November 5 each year by real kids and grown-up kids, Guy Fawkes Night originated in England in 1605. It commemorates the foiling of a conspiracy by Guy Fawkes and his men to blow up London’s Parliament buildings and occupants, including King James I, on opening day of Parliament. Nowadays large bonfires, bonfire feasts, spectacular fireworks, and general merriment are the order of the day. Watch the Auckland sky light up; for the best viewing position, head to the top of Mount Eden.

Shopping

In general, shops throughout Auckland are open weekdays 9 A.M.–5 P.M., with some downtown shops, fashionable areas of Parnell and Ponsonby, and most suburban malls also open Saturday 9 A.M.–5 P.M. and Sunday 10 A.M.–3 P.M. Late-night shopping is on Thursday or Friday until 9 P.M.

SHOPPING DISTRICTS

Downtown Queen Street is lined with tourist-oriented and duty-free shops, especially the bottom end. Here you’ll also find many currency exchanges. For two floors of shops, specialty stores, coffee lounges, and lunch bars in the city center, visit the Downtown Shopping Centre at Queen Elizabeth Square and Customs Street. In the attractive building that houses the Old Customhouse Shopping Centre (22 Customs St. W on the corner of Albert St.) you’ll find shops, a restaurant and tavern, and a movie theater. Numerous other shopping arcades with regular shopping hours branch off Queen Street.

Running parallel to Queen Street, High Street and the area around nearby Chancery Street are home to many fashion boutiques, including that of Karen Walker (15 O’Connell St., 09/309-6299), one of the country’s best-known fashion designers.

Markets are fun to browse at leisure—and they bring out the Aucklanders by droves on weekends, when many other places close. The biggest and most popular market is Victoria Park Market (09/309-6911; daily 9 A.M.–6 P.M.), across from Victoria Park and within easy walking distance of downtown. Once Auckland’s rubbish destructor and expanded in 2012, its 38-meter (125-ft) chimney can be seen from quite a distance. The cobbled courtyard area swarms with activity as people crowd around colorful vendor carts. The interiors of the former stable buildings have been converted into shops selling art and handcrafts, clothes and jewelry, posters, records, and all sorts of curious knickknacks. On the upper floor you can talk to local artisans and pick up bargains in woven articles, wall hangings, rugs, wool sweaters, pottery, glassware, and leatherwork. The lower floor offers a large variety of ethnic foods in the food hall; food stalls also dot the marketplace. The festive atmosphere is enhanced by daytime entertainment provided by buskers.

Parnell Village is a fun place to browse and buy, but don’t forget your travelers checks—it ain’t cheap! The village boasts a large variety of specialty shops, boutiques, and courtyard cafés. Cobblestone courtyards; wooden and wrought-iron lacework; steps up and down here, there, and everywhere; and intriguing alleyways leading to equally intriguing shops lure droves of shoppers.

Multicultural Karangahape Road, locally referred to as “K Road,” is one of Auckland’s oldest established shopping areas. You’ll find a large variety of cosmopolitan stores and restaurants, a range of shops stocked with Polynesian and Asian foods, and many of the city’s theaters in this bustling area.

BOOKSTORES

New Zealanders are prolific readers, and this is reflected in the number of bookstores found throughout the city. Centrally located Unity Books (19 High St., 09/307-0731; Mon.–Thurs. 8:30 A.M.–7 P.M., Fri. 8:30 A.M.–8 P.M., Sat. 9 A.M.–6 P.M., Sun. 11 A.M.–6 P.M.) is a friendly independent with a wide selection of New Zealand titles, both fiction and nonfiction. The staff at Time Out (432 Mount Eden Rd., Mount Eden, 09/630-3331; daily 9 A.M.–9 P.M.) really know their books, and it shows if you go asking for advice on local literature.

Whitcoulls (210 Queen St. at Victoria St., 09/356-5400; Mon.–Thurs. 8 A.M.–7 P.M., Fri. 8 A.M.–9 P.M., Sat. 9 A.M.–7 P.M., Sun. 10 A.M.–6 P.M.) is the largest bookstore in New Zealand, with multiple floors of books and magazines, and a café. You will find outlets of this chain in most malls and suburbs.

One block east of Queen Street, Anah Dunsheath Rare Books (6 High St., 09/379-0379; Tues. and Thurs. 9:30 A.M.–2 P.M.) is an antiquarian bookseller specializing in New Zealand history, the Pacific, and Antarctica. They also carry historical maps and postcards.

OUTLET SHOPS

Perfectly placed for last-minute shopping before reaching the airport is Dress Smart (151 Arthur St., 09/622-2400; daily 10 A.M.–5 P.M.), with over 100 outlet shops. In addition to international brands, you can pick up great bargains, including children’s clothing from the iconic Pumpkin Patch store.

Accommodations and Camping

Auckland offers a full range of accommodations in all price ranges. As with large cities the world over, major hotel chains have properties in the heart of downtown, but you’ll be paying over $200 for a room. Less expensive rooms can be found in the motels that line all highways leading into the city, and you can generally find vacancies at these any time of the year. A unique feature of Auckland’s accommodation scene is the large number of backpacker lodges, especially right downtown, where you can find a bed for the night for less than $25. But be warned: You get what you pay for. The better backpacker lodges can be found in outlying suburbs, such as Parnell. As throughout the country, Auckland has many bed-and-breakfasts. Some favorites are listed below, but a more comprehensive listing can be found in the New Zealand Bed & Breakfast Book. Available in bookstores throughout the city, this book will prove invaluable as you travel farther afield.

DOWNTOWN

$50–100

The standard of backpacker lodging in downtown Auckland has improved greatly in the last few years, with established lodges upgrading services to compete with new places.

Surf and Snow (corner Victoria and Albert Sts., 09/363-8889, www.surfandsnow.co.nz, dorm beds $24–35, $58–90 s, $74–100 d) has some of the nicest dorms in downtown, with comfortable mattresses and large lockers.

Halfway up Queen Street from the harbor, Base Auckland (229 Queen St., 09/358-4877, www.stayatbase.com, dorm beds $30–34, $80–95 s or d) offers all the usual facilities expected of a large inner-city backpacker lodge—good security, 24-hour Internet access, and lots of room for cooking and relaxing. The lodge has a party bar open to the public and a quieter guest-only lounge. Check the website for discounted rates that include airport transfers and city tours.

YHA New Zealand operates two backpacker lodges in Auckland, both near the top end of Queen Street. YHA Auckland International (5 Turner St., 09/302-8200, www.yha.co.nz, dorm beds $25, $66 s, $95–106 d) is a relatively new hostel with its own travel agency, a book exchange, public Internet access, and all the usual facilities such as a communal kitchen, lounge area, TV room, and bike storage. One block up the hill is YHA Auckland City (18 Liverpool St., 09/309-2802, www.yha.co.nz, dorm beds $25, $66 s, $95–106 s or d). This renovated hotel has 153 beds in small dormitories and a large number of basic double rooms, as well as a restaurant.

[image: ] Jucy Hotel (62 Emily Pl., 09/379-6633, www.jucyhotel.com, $69 s, $72–112 d) is a low-rise accommodation on a quieter downtown street within easy walking distance of the waterfront. The 60 rooms are mostly on the small side. The simple furnishings include LCD TVs in the en suite rooms, while out back is a garden with a barbecue area. As you will note by the distinctive lime-green and purple color scheme, the hotel is affiliated with Jucy Rentals, and all guests receive a discount on car and camper-van rentals, which makes this place an even better value. Rates include underground parking.

The Shakespeare Hotel & Brewery (61 Albert St., 09/373-5396, www.shakespearehotel.co.nz, $89–139 s or d) took in its first overnight guests over 100 years ago. Downstairs is a popular bar with great pub food, while upstairs the 10 guest rooms have been given a thorough revamp to offer great value in a very central location one block from SkyCity. All rooms are en suite and some have balconies.

Many city backpacker lodges have nicer rooms than those offered at Kiwi International Hotel (411 Queen St., 09/379-6487 or 0800/100-411, www.kiwihotel.co.nz, $79–135 s, $95–135 d), but what this place does have are rooms with en suites and coffeemakers. Other amenities include Internet access, a laundry, a bar, and limited free parking. The hotel is near the top end of Queen Street.

City Lodge (150 Vincent St., 09/379-6183 or 0800/766-686, www.citylodge.co.nz, $75 s, $99–115 d) caters perfectly to travelers simply wanting to rest their head in a comfortable room. Rates are kept low by offering a minimum of services—guest have use of a commercial-style kitchen, relaxing lounge area, and wireless Internet.

$100–200

One of Auckland’s original hotels is the Albion Hotel (119 Hobson St., 09/379-4900, www.albionhotel.co.nz, $105–150 s or d), dating to 1883. Four blocks west of Queen Street, its rooms are very basic but comfortable with renovated Victorian-style decor, private baths, coffee and tea, fridge, TV, and telephone. Rooms immediately above the street-level bar should be avoided.

A decent choice for budget travelers wanting the privacy of their own room with en suite is Arena Hotel (131 Beach Rd., 09/303-2463 or 0800/569-888, www.aucklandcityhotel.co.nz, $75 s, $105 d), a few blocks east of downtown but still within walking distance (although cab travel is recommended after dark). The 60 basic rooms have tea- and coffee-making facilities and a small fridge, and local calls are free. Downstairs is a restaurant, bar, Internet terminal, and tour booking desk.

$200–300

A historic downtown department store has been transformed into the [image: ] Heritage Auckland (35 Hobson St., 09/379-8553, www.heritagehotels.co.nz, from $260 s or d), one the city’s best-value upscale accommodations (especially if you scoop one of the Web specials, usually advertised for under $200). Public areas in the original wing have retained their 1920s art deco glory, which includes high ceilings and hardwood jarrah floors. In addition to well-appointed rooms (many with water views), this property features a fitness room, outdoor and indoor pools, a tennis court, and a casual dining room.

Crowne Plaza Auckland (128 Albert St., 09/302-1111, www.ichotelgroups.com, from $280 s or d) is not as fancy as other properties in this same chain, but since opening in 1991 has gained popularity with business travelers for its services and central location. Many of the rooms have great harbor views and guests enjoy use of a fitness room and the convenience of a restaurant open daily at 6:30 A.M. for breakfast, a lounge, and street-level shopping plaza. Guests on the Executive Club Level ($355 s or d) enjoy upgraded everything, free breakfast, and access to a private lounge. As with all top-end Auckland accommodations, check the hotel website for rooms around $200 with breakfast.

CityLife Auckland (171 Queen St., 09/379-9222 or 0800/368-888, www.heritagehotels.co.nz, from $250 s or d) is a spacious business-class hotel with an indoor pool, fitness room, business center, restaurant (daily for breakfast and lunch), and bar. The one-bedroom suites ($290) work well for small families.

Close to the waterfront, the dull exterior of Copthorne Hotel Auckland (196 Quay St., 09/377-0349 or 0800/808-228, www.millenniumhotels.com, $280–345 s or d) belies 187 stylish rooms with harbor views and king beds. The street-level restaurant (daily 6:30 A.M.–10 P.M.) has a good selection of New Zealand cuisine. Online rates are deeply discounted, often to under $150.

Over $300

SkyCity Hotel is part of the impressive SkyCity complex (corner of Victoria and Federal Sts., 09/363-6000 or 0800/759-2487, www.skycity.co.nz). The hotel itself consists of 344 luxurious rooms featuring contemporary furnishings and pleasing nautically inspired pastel color schemes. Other facilities in this full-service hostelry include 24-hour room service, a rooftop heated pool, and a large health club. Within the SkyCity complex itself are 10 eateries and lounges, a casino, and the imposing Sky Tower. Rack rates start at $340 s or d, but check the SkyCity website for packages that include accommodation, breakfast, and Sky Tower tickets for around $240 s or d.

At the waterfront end of Queen Street beside Queen Elizabeth II Square is Mercure Auckland (8 Customs St., 09/377-8920, www.mercure.com, $305 s or d), which offers standard rooms with a rack rate higher than it should be, but you should be able to score rooms for under $150 by booking online. Amenities include a fitness room, bar, and restaurant.

[image: ]

Hilton Auckland

Overlooking Viaduct Harbour, Sebel Suites (85–89 Customs St., 09/978-4000, www.mirvachotels.com, $335–585 s or d) comprises 129 units with floor-to-ceiling windows, a full kitchen, a laundry facility, and most with a private balcony. Guests also enjoy all the services of a hotel, including room service and underground parking. Although a wide variety of dining options are scattered around Viaduct Harbour, there’s no need to look farther than the in-house dining room, Mecca, for top notch food.

With 455 guest rooms, Rendezvous Hotel Auckland (Mayoral Dr., 09/366-3000 or 0800/088-888, www.rendezvoushotels.com, $340 s or d) is New Zealand’s largest hotel. Each room is spacious and elegantly decorated in earthy tones and has a luxurious granite-lined bathroom. An impressive 12-story-high glass-sided atrium fills the main lobby area with natural light. Other hotel facilities include a fitness room, a business center, and two eateries, including Pacific Restaurant, offering an extensive buffet breakfast. Check the hotel website for rates reduced to under $200 year-round.

The modernistic, crisp white exterior of [image: ] Hilton Auckland (147 Quay St., 09/978-2000, www.hilton.com, from $448 s or d) is a city landmark. Located at the end of Princes Wharf, it seems to rise from the water, with a design mimicking the sails of boats that fill the surrounding harbor. Public areas and guest rooms are well designed and slick, with sweeping water views from the in-house restaurants and bars as well as from many of the more expensive rooms. Amenities include a heated outdoor lap pool, spa services, valet parking, and room service.

PARNELL

A smattering of privately operated backpacker lodges are along Georges Bay Road, which runs north from Parnell Road, one of the trendiest shopping-and-dining streets in Auckland. Downtown is a 30-minute walk from the choices listed here, and airport shuttle companies will drop you at the front door.

Under $100

The pick of the budget bunch is City Garden Lodge (25 St. Georges Bay Rd., 09/302-0880, www.citygardenlodge.co.nz, dorm beds $30–32, $54 s, $70 d). Surrounded by extensive gardens, it’s in a grand old building that was once home to the queen of Tonga. The sleeping rooms are clean and bright, with plenty of space to move. The well-manicured garden has a barbecue and plenty of outdoor seating.

The only other backpacker lodge along St. Georges Bay Road worthy of mention, Lantana Lodge (60 St. Georges Bay Rd., 09/373-4546, www.lantanalodge.co.nz, dorm beds $27–30, $59 s, $70 d) is also the smallest. It features a well-equipped kitchen, a comfortable TV room and lounge, a porch, friendly management, and plenty of good tourist information on low-budget options. (There’s one noisy room, directly below the kitchen—avoid it.)

$100–200

Easily recognized by its stylish blue-and-yellow exterior, the Parnell Inn (320 Parnell Rd., 09/358-0642, www.parnellinn.co.nz, $105–140 s or d) is a well-priced motel in the heart of one of Auckland’s trendiest suburbs. The 16 fairly standard rooms are priced right for the location, with a TV and fridge included; the more expensive rooms have basic cooking facilities. A café is open daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

Parnell City Lodge (2 St. Stephens Ave., 09/377-1463, www.parnellcitylodge.co.nz, $115–150 s or d) features spacious guest rooms, each with a telephone and TV. The more expensive units are very spacious and have kitchens.

Quality Hotel Barrycourt (10 Gladstone Rd., 09/303-3789 or 0800/504-466, www.barrycourt.co.nz, $145–235) is a large motel comprising more than 100 rooms, most with private balconies and large windows that take advantage of filtered harbor views. Standard hotel rooms are $145 s or d, while the larger one- and two-bedroom units, complete with kitchens and distant harbor views, are $175–235.

Over $200

Ascot Parnell (36 St. Stephens Ave., 09/309-9012, www.ascotparnell.com, $185–295 s, $225–395 d) is a charming bed-and-breakfast in a restored 1910 home on a quiet street off busy Parnell Road. It is within walking distance of downtown, and numerous restaurants and cafés are just a short stroll away. The friendly owners make you feel quite at home, and the elegantly furnished rooms are bright, spacious, and paneled in kauri, New Zealand’s native timber. Breakfast is a filling affair with almost anything you want, continental or cooked.

WEST OF DOWNTOWN

Ponsonby and Herne Bay are two suburbs immediately west of downtown that hold a number of backpacker lodges—a pleasant alternative to the less personal downtown options. You’ll also find bed-and-breakfasts and a couple of solid motel choices.

Under $100

[image: ] Ponsonby Backpackers (2 Franklin Rd., 09/360-1311, www.ponsonby-backpackers.co.nz, dorm beds $26–28, $42 s, $56 d) is in a historic two-story house just around the corner from lively Ponsonby Road. The facilities are all of high standards, and the cooking and dining areas are spacious. The staff will store baggage and book tours, and are keen to tell of the latest Ponsonby dining hot spots.

Just off Ponsonby Road, Red Monkey Traveller’s Lodge (49 Richmond Rd., 09/360-7977, www.theredmonkey.co.nz) is a beautifully restored villa surrounded by lush gardens and a private courtyard lit with lanterns in the evening—soothing music adds to the charm. Inside are excellent communal facilities including an Internet terminal and TV lounge. Most guests book by the week ($240 s, $280 d) in simple single and double rooms with shared facilities, but nightly rates are possible if space is available.

[image: ] Verandahs (6 Hopetoun St., 09/360-4180, www.verandahs.co.nz, dorm beds $27–31, $55 s, $72 d) is the city’s finest backpacker lodge. Backing onto the green space of Western Park, this 1905 kauri-wood villa has been transformed into a home away from home for budget travelers from around the world. Facilities are of the highest standards, including immaculate bathrooms and two kitchens filled with top appliances. Verandahs is just off the top end of Ponsonby Road, a two-minute walk from the free central city bus loop (The Link).

$100–200

Sea Breeze Boutique Motel (213 Jervois Rd., 09/376-2139, www.seabreeze.co.nz, $120–140 s or d) features 10 inviting motel rooms, some with private balconies and harbor views. All rooms have cooking facilities, and a light breakfast is available for $6.

Toward Ponsonby Road from the Sea Breeze, Abaco on Jervois (59 Jervois Rd., 09/360-6850 or 0800/220-066, www.abaco.co.nz, $184–274 s or d) is an old motel that has undergone some serious renovations. Each of the 14 rooms has two TVs, a kitchen outfitted with stainless steel appliances, and bathrooms with jetted tubs and in-floor heating.

SOUTH OF DOWNTOWN

$100–200

Bamber Lodge (22 View Rd. off Mount Eden Rd., 09/623-4267, www.hostelbackpacker.com, dorm beds $27, $64–84 s or d) offers 40 beds in a rambling 1910 homestead with spacious grounds and a small pool in a quiet residential area. Everything is spotlessly clean, the rooms are large and bright, the kitchen is fully equipped, and there’s a dining area, TV room, and plenty of space for off-street parking.

Another solid choice in Mount Eden is Oaklands Lodge (5 Oaklands Rd., 09/638-6545, www.oaklands.co.nz, dorm beds $24, $45 s, $58–68 d), in a quiet residential part of this upmarket suburb. The two-story Victorian-era house features large communal areas and extensive gardens.

A longtime favorite with readers, [image: ] Bavaria B&B Hotel (83 Valley Rd., 09/638-9641, www.bavariabandbhotel.co.nz, $95–110 s, $145–175 d) is a rambling kauri villa dating to the early 1900s. It provides 11 comfortable guest rooms, each with private bath; three rooms also have balconies. In the guest TV lounge you can help yourself to tea or coffee, then enjoy the timber deck that overlooks a subtropical garden. Rates include a buffet-style breakfast and wireless Internet.

NORTH SHORE

Linked to downtown by ferry, the North Shore suburb of Devonport is home to a number of upscale bed-and-breakfasts, or you can choose to stay at a smattering of motels spread through suburbs that extend north to city limits.

$100–200

Near the north end of Auckland Harbour Bridge and backing onto a forested reserve is the Ocean Inn Motel (27 Ocean View Rd., Northcote, 09/419-8080 or 0800/820-822, www.oceaninnmotel.co.nz, $110–145 s or d), one of the North Shore’s least expensive motels. It features 17 comfortable guest rooms, some with kitchens. Take the Northcote Road exit from the Northern Motorway (Hwy. 1).

Emerald Inn (16 The Promenade, 09/488-3500, www.emerald-inn.co.nz, $175–300 s or d) is five km (3 mi) north of Devonport and 50 meters (0.03 mi) from Takapuna Beach. Each brightly furnished room comes with a fully equipped kitchen and opens to a courtyard filled with greenery and a small outdoor heated pool. Amenities include a laundry, poolside dining room, and barbecue.

Over $200

One of the best Auckland bed-and-breakfasts is the [image: ] Peace and Plenty Inn (6 Flagstaff Terr., 09/445-2925, www.peaceandplenty.co.nz, $195–265 s, $265–465 d), overlooking the water and a one-minute walk from fine restaurants, trendy cafés, intriguing shops, and the ferry terminal. The house was built in 1888 and has been renovated and tastefully decorated. Each of the seven guest rooms features individual character, a comfortable bed, and memorable touches such as fresh flowers and chocolates. The Garden Room, with a private entry and small courtyard surrounded by a scented garden, is a particular delight. In the lounge, guests can browse through the well-stocked library while enjoying complimentary tea, coffee, or port. Breakfast, in a dining area overlooking a tropical garden, is a memorable event featuring a delicious choice of fresh fruits and hot dishes such as Belgian waffles prepared by host Judy Machin.

Along with having a number of upscale bed-and-breakfasts, the harborside suburb of Devonport is home to the grand old Esplanade Hotel (1 Victoria Rd., 09/445-1291, www.esplanadehotel.co.nz, from $290 s or d), built in 1903 and last renovated in 2002. It stands opposite the ferry terminal, separated only by landscaped gardens, and at the end of a street chock-full of cafés and restaurants—the perfect city escape. The owners have refurnished 17 guest rooms with simple yet stylish pieces, including cane furniture.

MANGERE (AIRPORT)

The following accommodations are within an eight-km (five-mi) radius of the airport, and each provides airport transfers.

Airport Skyway Lodge (30 Kirkbride Rd., 09/275-4443, www.skywaylodge.co.nz, dorm beds $25, $59–89 s or d) offers a swimming pool and a communal kitchen (it’s also within walking distance of a couple of restaurants). The most basic rooms share bathrooms, or you can stay in an en suite room.

Nearby, the 37-room Auckland Airport Inn (190 Kirkbride Rd., 09/275-5082, www.aucklandairportinn.co.nz, $90–140 s or d) offers extensive landscaping around a swimming pool, complete with barbecue facility and playground. It’s a five-minute drive from the airport.

The faux-Tudor Oakwood Manor Motor Lodge (610 Massey Rd., 09/275-0539 or 0800/801-555, www.silveroaks.co.nz, $145–195 s or d) is a large complex that surrounds an open courtyard. It has an outdoor pool and a small restaurant.

HOLIDAY PARKS

South of Downtown

The closest camping to downtown Auckland is at Remuera Motor Lodge, four km (2.5 mi) southeast of the city center (16 Minto Rd. off Remuera Rd., Remuera, 09/524-5126, www.remueramotorlodge.co.nz, campsites $20–28 per person). It is surrounded by trees and has a large swimming pool and landscaped camping area. There are relatively few flat grassy spots for tents, but there is a lot of space for RVs.

Avondale Motor Park (46 Bollard Ave., Avondale, 09/828-7228 or 0800/100-542, www.aucklandmotorpark.co.nz, tent sites $18 per person, powered sites $25 s, $40 d, cabins and flats $60–90 s or d) is nine km (5.5 mi) southwest of the city off New North Road, close to MOTAT and the zoo. Amenities are limited, but the more expensive tourist flats are an excellent value.

North Shore

North Shore Motels and Holiday Park (52 Northcote Rd., Takapuna, 09/418-2578 or 0508/909-090, www.nsmotels.co.nz, campsites $30 s, $40 d, dorm beds $48, basic cabins $68, en suite motel rooms $145 s or d). There are plenty of grassy sites, with facilities catering to campers, motor-home travelers, or those who prefer their own private cabin. All guests have the use of an indoor swimming pool, TV lounge, large communal bathroom, kitchen blocks, and laundry. To get there from the city center, cross the Harbour Bridge in the Whangarei lane. Four km (2.5 mi) north, take the Northcote Road exit (not the Northcote-Birkenhead exit) and turn left. In less than one km (0.6 mi), look for the sign and take the driveway on the far side of the Pizza Hut restaurant.

Also in Takapuna is Takapuna Beach Holiday Park (22 The Promenade, 09/489-7909, www.takapunabeachholidaypark.co.nz, campsites $42–47, cabins $65–95 s or d, motel rooms $125). As the name suggests, it’s right on the beach, and some powered sites have a fantastic waterfront location. Amenities include a laundry, barbecue, and public Internet access.

Food

The food scene in Auckland has improved almost beyond recognition in the last two decades. From meat pies now filled with gourmet delicacies to a coffee culture as serious as seen anywhere in the world and waterfront restaurants keeping up with the latest trends, the changes have infiltrated all levels of price and style. As in North America, eating healthy has become more important, so you will find many of the better restaurants incorporating this philosophy with local produce and game, which naturally includes an abundance of seafood.

[image: ]

A concentration of upscale restaurants can be found along the western side of Princes Wharf.

Auckland has no distinct “dining precinct,” but the west side of downtown’s Princes Wharf and adjacent Viaduct Harbour have the main concentrations of upscale dining, with outdoor dining and water views as a bonus.

DOWNTOWN

Cafés

Cafés line most downtown streets. As is the case throughout New Zealand, you will be impressed by the quality and presentation of freshly brewed coffee, which is nearly always espresso and only very rarely filter-style. High Street, one block east of Queen Street, is popular with urbanites for its profusion of happening cafés. Coffee hot spots include Columbus Coffee (Metropolis Building, 43 High St., 09/309-5677), with coffees from around the world, and Paneton Cafe (60 High St., 09/303-2515). Both open weekdays at 7 A.M. and weekends at 9 A.M.

Vulcan Lane, linking High Street to the much busier Queen Street, is home to a personal favorite for breakfast—[image: ] Café Melba (33 Vulcan Lane, 09/300-7340; Mon.–Fri. 7 A.M.–4 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 8 A.M.–4 P.M.), where service is friendly yet professional. Breakfast and lunch dishes include offerings such as salmon hash ($12.50), comprising poached eggs and hollandaise sauce on a bed of smoked salmon and mashed potato.

The grandly named Mecca (Chancery Square, Chancery St., 09/356-7028; Mon.–Fri. 7 A.M.–10:30 P.M., Sat. 8 A.M.–10:30 P.M., Sun. 8 A.M.–6 P.M.), just off High Street, has more tables outside than inside and a grand central outdoor serving area covered by a high circular roof. As one of the first Auckland cafés with Wi-Fi access and as part of a local chain renowned for top-notch coffee, this place hums day and night. With dishes such as mixed-berry-and-ricotta hotcakes and pan-fried snapper doused in hollandaise sauce, you are encouraged to stay for more than just a drink.

In the vicinity of Mecca, Pavilion (48 Shortland St., 09/359-9466; Mon.–Sat. from 7 A.M.) overlooks a courtyard from beside the lobby of the Royal & Sun Alliance Building. It fills with workers from the law and insurance firms above, but don’t let this put you off. A popular breakfast dish is corn fritters with bacon, avocado, tomato, and chutney ($14.50).

Many of the restaurants on Princes Wharf and around Viaduct Harbour welcome visitors to stop by for coffee and a light meal, allowing you to enjoy a waterfront setting without the high price of a full meal; Barabra (Princes Wharf, 09/966-0444; daily from 8 A.M.) is one of the best choices for a coffee. Easily missed in this part of the city is the Waterfront Café (14 Quay St., 09/359-9914; daily 9 A.M.–9 P.M.), beside the maritime museum complex. Tiered seating means everyone has a view of the historic vessels out front, but the prime tables lie over the water. Expect to pay $12–28 for dishes as varied as salmon panini and lamb shanks with garlic mash.

Chinese

Yum cha (also called dim sum in New Zealand, although there is a difference), the Chinese lunchtime tradition that allows you to choose items from a trolley as it’s wheeled past your table, is popular throughout Auckland. Expect bamboo baskets of steaming goodies such as dumplings, won ton, and spring rolls, as well as a huge array of sickly sweet and savory desserts.

At Ding How Chinese Restaurant (55 Albert St., 09/358-4838; Mon.–Fri. 11:30 A.M.–2:30 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 9:30 A.M.–2:30 P.M., and daily from 5:30 P.M.; $16–30), yum cha is a traditional affair and is always busy with Asian families. Dinner mains are mostly under $25, although you’ll pay more for classic Peking duck, for which Ding How is best known.

Not much English is spoken at the Mandarin Seafood Restaurant (47 Hobson St., 09/377-2886; Mon.–Sat. lunch and dinner; $12–16), but yum cha is ridiculously inexpensive—and besides, not knowing what you’re getting is half the fun.

Contemporary

At Euro Bar (west side of Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/309-9866; daily noon–midnight; $28–45), beautiful Aucklanders gather to see and be seen, with a lucky few snatching an outdoor table to catch the last rays of evening sun as it sets over the harbor. The chef is noted for his use of organic produce and local game in dishes such as baked duck breast with spiced pear truffle and shallot puree.

Most of the restaurants along the western side of Princes Wharf are adult oriented, and so is [image: ] Y-Not (Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/359-9998; Mon.–Fri. from 10 A.M., Sat.–Sun. from 10 A.M. for lunch and dinner; $28–36), which seamlessly blends hip decor with a welcoming ambience. But Y-Not also has a menu especially for children, leaving the grown-ups to dine on a mouthwatering lunchtime seafood salad or roast ostrich on a bed of steamed bok choy for dinner.

On the ground floor of the perfectly placed Ferry Building, Cin Cin on Quay (99 Quay St., 09/307-6966; daily 10 A.M.–10 P.M.; $32–42) has great water views and a classical feel, with high arched doorways and elegant table settings both inside and out. Start with freshly shucked oysters (from $4.50 each), then tuck into the likes of lamb cutlets infused with Asian spices or a rich bouillabaisse filled with local seafood.

Most major downtown hotels have dining rooms. One of the best of these is Pacific Restaurant (Rendezvous Hotel Auckland, Mayoral Dr., 09/366-3000; daily for breakfast and dinner; $28–35), a stylish space off the main lobby. The continental buffet breakfast is $22 and the cooked version is $30. In the evening, mains such as steamed game fish with bean and corn salsa are under $35.

European

Classic European cuisine is overshadowed in Auckland by restaurants adding a local twist to region-specific cooking in a modern setting. Limon (Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/358-5402; Mon.–Fri. from 11 A.M., Sat.–Sun. from 10 P.M.; $26–32) is a perfect example. One of the hip eateries along the west side of Princes Wharf, its menu is decidedly Mediterranean, with mains such as calamari in tomato sauce and grilled lamb skewers with hummus and tzatziki; the rhubarb and ginger pudding is a delicious way to end your meal.

In an attempt to re-create the small, back-alley restaurants you may find in Madrid, Tasca (Vulcan Lane, 09/309-6300; Mon.–Fri. 7:30 A.M.–10 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 8:30 A.M.–10 P.M.; $18–29) is a little more traditional than Limon. The tapas menu allows you to choose as much or as little as you like to eat (I loved the cordero—lamb roasted in pomegranate molasses).

Serious foodies will appreciate the [image: ] French Café (210 Symonds St., 09/377-1911; Fri. for lunch, Tues.–Sat. for dinner; $32–43) for its perfectly presented, flavor-filled contemporary European cuisine. The French Café is consistently regarded as one of the city’s best restaurants, and the food is accompanied by professional service and original artwork on sparkling white walls.

Market

Victoria Park Market (210–218 Victoria St., 09/309-6911; daily 9 A.M.–6 P.M.), west of downtown on Victoria Street, has food stalls scattered throughout. They sell a wide range of Western and ethnic food: everything from pies and hot dogs to falafels, pasta dishes, and Chinese meals. If you’re lucky, a band will be playing in the outdoor eating area, and even if it rains, you can still enjoy the food and free jazz by seeking shelter under the large table umbrellas.

Mexican and South American

The Mexican Café (67 Victoria St., 09/373-2311; daily noon–10 P.M.; $21–25) is colorfully decorated with traditional Mexican motifs and has a small outdoor patio. The food is good and inexpensive, with all mains under $25.

Some of Auckland’s freshest and most flavorful Mexican food is prepared at Mexicali Fresh (Princes Wharf, 137 Quay St., 09/307-2419; Sun.–Thurs. 11 A.M.–9 P.M., Fri.–Sat. 11 A.M.–10 P.M.; $15–22.50), on the east side of Princes Wharf. Each dish is made from scratch, yet the prices don’t reflect the extra attention and care. Delicious margaritas and Mexican coffee add to the appeal.

Wildfire (Princes Wharf, Quay St., 09/353-7595; daily noon–midnight) is a Brazilian churrasco, or barbecue restaurant, featuring favorite dishes from the south of the country. Pay $40 per person before 7 P.M. or $55–75 after for unlimited food, including beef, pork, chicken, and lamb, carved at the table from long skewers of meat that has been marinated then slowly char-grilled over hot coals.

Seafood

Seafood is a feature throughout Auckland, including at many of the restaurants serving contemporary cuisine.

To truly immerse yourself in the local seafood culture, plan on rising early to attend the 6 A.M. auction at the Auckland Fish Market (22–32 Jellicoe St., 09/379-1490). The market remains open daily until 7 P.M. with a number of excellent dining choices. My favorite market dining experience is Oceanz (09/303-3416; Mon.–Fri. 10 A.M.–6 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 9 A.M.–6:30 P.M.; $12–16), which cooks up the freshest fish and chips imaginable. Order them to go and wander down to enjoy them at Viaduct Harbour for the full effect.

[image: ]

For the city’s freshest seafood, head to the Auckland Fish Market.

Upstairs in the Ferry Building at Harbourside (99 Quay St., 09/307-0486; daily 11:30 A.M.–10:30 P.M.; $31–45), seafood is the specialty. The menu takes its inspiration from around the world, but local seafood dominates, with dishes like clam and mussel chowder to start and mains such as grilled game fish marinated in soy, ginger, and lime. Crayfish, plucked live from a huge tank, are also popular and can be steamed, grilled, or roasted—the choice is yours. New Zealand vino dominates the long wine list.

[image: ] Kermadec (Viaduct Harbour, corner of Quay and Lower Hobson Sts., 09/309-0412; daily for lunch and dinner; $29–42) stands out for its striking nautical-theme decor throughout five dining areas. For a casual meal, it’s difficult to top the brasserie and starters such as king prawns and squid with papaya and honey chili dressing. Then, for the main course, simply choose a fish type and decide whether you’d like it steamed, char-grilled, or deep-fried.

Thai

You’ll find inexpensive westernized Thai restaurants scattered throughout downtown and the suburbs. One of the better choices is Mai Thai Restaurant (corner of Victoria and Albert Sts., 09/366-6258; Mon.–Fri. noon–3 P.M., Mon.–Sat. 6–10:30 P.M.; $15–24), upstairs in the yellow building between Queen Street and SkyCity. The set lunch is $18, while the dinner menu features pad Thai for $15 and duck, prawns, and shrimp dishes all under $25.

Moving up in style, there are a few upscale places that offer more traditional Thai cooking at reasonable prices relative to other top city restaurants. One of these is [image: ] Khao (corner Chancery and O’Connell Sts., 09/377-5088; Mon.–Fri. noon–2:30 P.M. and 5:30–10:30 P.M., Sat. 5:30–10:30 P.M.; $19–29), at street level of the imposing Chancery Towers, a Gothic Revival building dating to 1925. The restaurant itself is anything but historic, with a stylish open-plan setting. Prawn cakes make a delicious starter, and you can stick with the seafood theme by ordering whole snapper. The curries are also good.


LOCAL SEAFOOD

Snapper, hake, orange roughy, hapuka (grouper), kingfish, tuna, and swordfish are all caught along the North Island’s east coast. Oysters, mussels, crayfish, crabs, and prawns are also available. The best place to enjoy this abundance of fresh seafood in Auckland is at one of the many restaurants along the harbor. Not only do these eateries have wonderful locations for enjoying the sights, sounds, and smells of the ocean, much of the seafood comes straight from the fishing boats to the table. In the case of Kermadec, the fishing company owns the restaurant.

In this same part of the city are several fish markets, busiest before dawn, when the trawlers have docked and local restaurateurs are searching out their favorite catch. At the Auckland Fish Market (22–32 Jellicoe St., 09/379-1490; daily 6 A.M.–7 P.M.), about 20 tons of seafood are sold by auction each morning beginning at 6 A.M. Although there’s a public viewing gallery, there are plenty of reasons to return later in the day, when you’ll find outlets selling everything from live crabs to eel, a takeout sushi bar, a fish-and-chips stand, a café, and a cooking school.

[image: ]

The Ferry Building holds two excellent seafood restaurants.



SKYCITY

This massive complex on the corner of Victoria and Federal Streets (09/363-6000) features a number of eateries. The first one you’ll spy is Rebo (daily 7 A.M.–11 P.M.; $15–29), a stylish street-level café serving up bistro-style fare such as gourmet pizza. The buffet spread at Fortuna is extensive, and the food decent; lunch is $29 (noon–3 P.M.) and dinner is $45 (5:30–10:30 P.M.). Kids pay half the adult price. Overlooking the foyer of SkyCity is Ming Court, a small Chinese restaurant open daily for dim sum lunch ($18 all-you-can-eat) and à la carte dinner.

Named for the New Zealand–born celebrity-chef owner, dine by Peter Gordon (daily 5:30–10:30 P.M.; $36–51) is a classically elegant room with perfectly presented fusion food that uses the very best local ingredients.

Immediately above the main observation decks of the Sky Tower is Orbit (daily 11:30 A.M.–2:30 P.M. and 5:30–9:45 P.M.; $31–45), an upscale revolving restaurant with creative dishes such as prawn and capsicum fritters and maple-and-soy-marinated venison. Above Orbit is the Observatory, a buffet restaurant open Friday to Sunday for lunch (11:30 A.M.–2 P.M.; adult $49, child $35) and daily for dinner (6–9 P.M.; adult $69, child $45). Prices include access to the Sky Tower.

PARNELL

You’ll find many of Aucklanders’ favorite restaurants in the Parnell area. Named for a group of 1960s psychedelic rockers, [image: ] Strawberry Alarm Clock (119 Parnell Rd., 09/377-6959; Mon.–Fri. 7 A.M.–5 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M.; $8–16) attracts an eclectic crowd ranging from students to local business owners. Exposed brick walls, a painted concrete floor, and worn timber furniture all add to the funky atmosphere. The menu features lots of healthy fare, as well as hot breakfasts and some deliciously innovative salads.

Farther up the hill, Verve (311 Parnell Rd., 09/379-2860; Mon.–Fri. 7:30 A.M.–5 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 8 A.M.–5 P.M.; $8–15) offers a generous breakfast, as well as attractive sandwiches and interesting salads at prices that are surprisingly attractive for Parnell.

Continuing up the hill, Non Solo Pizza (259 Parnell Rd., 09/379-5358; daily noon–midnight; $18–30) offers gourmet pizzas, but as the name suggests, “not only pizza,” with choices as varied as a modern take on moussaka and steaming bowls of pasta for up to four diners to share (from $16 per person).

Athidi on Parnell (323 Parnell Rd., 09/358-2969; Tues.–Sun. from 5:30 P.M.; $19–31) features contemporary East Indian cuisine in a smart setting (terrace seating is a delight). The menu isn’t large, but it features classics like butter prawns in masala served with basmati rice ($31). Vegetarian delicacies include Navrattan Korma (mixed vegetables stir-fried in a cashew-and-almond-flavored gravy).

Just south of Parnell, in Newmarket, Bodrum Cafe (2 Osborne St., 09/529-1931; Tues.–Sun. from 6 P.M.; $15–25) has a wide selection of Turkish and Middle Eastern dishes starting at $15, including char-grilled spicy lamb kebabs.

PONSONBY

Don’t let a local calling this neighborhood “Ponsnobby” put you off experiencing the dining delights of this historic suburb just west of downtown. Ponsonby Road holds dozens of hip cafés and restaurants, many of which stay open until midnight—but I’ll start with breakfast. [image: ] The Food Room (250 Ponsonby Rd., 09/360-2425; Mon.–Fri. 7:30 A.M.–5 P.M., Sat. 8 A.M.–4:30 P.M., Sun. 9 A.M.–4:30 P.M., $8) has some of the best pies in the city, including chicken and creamy mushroom, egg and bacon, and steak and kidney.

Escape the crowds of Ponsonby Road to Coffee Supreme (42 Douglas St., 09/360-5040; Mon.–Fri. 7 A.M.–3 P.M., Sat. 8 A.M.–3 P.M.), where you’ll find some of the city’s best coffee, sourced from around the world and roasted in-house daily. Blake St. (corner of Prosford and Blake Sts., 09/360-6261; Wed.–Sun. 8 A.M.–4 P.M.) also concentrates on pouring gourmet coffee in a relaxed atmosphere.

More than one U.S. reader has written recommending Burger Wisconsin (168 Ponsonby Rd., 09/360-1894; daily 11:30 A.M.–10 P.M.; $9–14) for the city’s best burgers. Choices include chicken breast with avocado and bacon on a sourdough bun. Another New Zealand burger chain represented in Ponsonby is Burger Fuel (114 Ponsonby Rd., 09/378-6466; daily for lunch and dinner; $8–14). Its politically incorrect advertising campaigns get all the attention, but, like Burger Wisconsin, the burgers themselves, far superior to Burger King et al., are the main draw.

Thai cuisine is a popular alternative to Chinese food in New Zealand. One of the better Thai restaurants is Thai Classic Restaurant (282 Ponsonby Rd., 09/370-3389; Mon.–Fri. noon–2:30 P.M. and 5:30–10:30 P.M., Sat.–Sun. 5:30–10:30 P.M.; $18–25), a stylish place.


Practicalities


INFORMATION

After passing through immigration and then customs at Auckland International Airport, you’ll be ushered down the ramp into the main airport lobby. Head left through the crowds to the Auckland International Airport Visitor Centre (09/275-6467). It’s open seven days a week from 5 A.M. until the day’s last flight clears customs and immigration. The information center in the domestic terminal (09/256-8480) is open daily 7 A.M.–5 P.M.

The main downtown information center is the Auckland Visitor Centre (corner of Victoria and Federal Sts., 09/363-7182; daily 8 A.M.–8 P.M.) at the street level of SkyCity. By Viaduct Harbour, the New Zealand Visitor Centre (137 Quay St., 09/979-7005) is open daily 9:30 A.M.–5:30 P.M.

You’ll find a combined Department of Conservation/Auckland Regional Parks (09/379-6476; Mon.–Fri. 9:30 A.M.–5 P.M., Sat. 10 A.M.–3 P.M.) information center in the Ferry Building on Quay Street. This center has all the information you need on regional parks, national parks, campgrounds, walks, and the gulf islands. In the same building is the Fullers Cruise Centre (09/367-9111, www.fullers.co.nz), the best source of information on travel to the gulf islands.

The Automobile Association, or AA, is at 99 Albert Street (09/302-1825; Mon.–Fri. 8 A.M.–4:30 P.M.). Upon proof of any worldwide AA membership, this helpful association provides free maps, information, and general travel advice. Be sure to ask for the current Accommodation Directory, invaluable for travel throughout the country.

At Auckland Central Library (Lorne St. at Wellesley St., 09/377-0209; Mon.–Thurs. 9:30 A.M.–8 P.M., Fri. until 9 P.M., Sat. 10 A.M.–4 P.M., Sun. 1–5 P.M.), you’ll find a newspaper reading room with current papers from all over New Zealand, as well as some British, Australian, Canadian, and U.S. papers. As in libraries across the country, Internet access is free.

SERVICES

The main post office is in the Bledisloe Building on Wellesley Street. Arriving in Auckland on an international flight, you’ll find a currency exchange outlet just beyond customs. Others are located downtown along the lower end of Queen Street. You’ll get a slightly better rate at banks, which are generally open weekdays 10 A.M.–4:30 P.M. Most large hotels and stores will cash checks, but the exchange rate leans considerably in their favor (particularly in the tourist shops).

Most downtown hotels and all backpacker lodges have wireless Internet access. iPlay Internet Café (33 Lorne St., 09/309-8897) is a centrally located café where Internet access is $5 per hour. It’s open 24 hours daily.

For all emergencies, call 111 or Auckland City Hospital (Park Rd., 09/379-7440), which has a 24-hour emergency department. For less urgent cases, call Auckland Metro Doctors (17 Emily Pl., 09/373-4621; Mon.–Fri. 9 A.M.–5:30 P.M., Sat. 10 A.M.–2 P.M.).

GETTING THERE

By Air

Auckland International Airport (www.aucklandairport.co.nz), New Zealand’s largest airport, is 21 km (13 mi) south of downtown. It has separate international and domestic terminals, but they are linked by a free shuttle bus (or by a well-signed walkway). Coming off international flights, and after passing through customs and immigration, the Visitor Information Centre (09/275-6467) is off to the left of the reception area. Open for all international flights, it has all the obligatory maps and transportation information. Nearby you’ll find a bank of accommodation phones, free Internet access, rental car desks, a gift shop, café, and currency exchange, and phone rentals.

In addition to international flights, the national carrier, Air New Zealand (09/336-2400 or 0800/737-300, www.airnewzealand.com), serves cities and towns throughout the country, with Auckland as the main hub.

There are many ways to travel between the airport and downtown. The easiest way is by cab, which costs $50–60 regardless of the number of passengers.

Airbus (09/366-6400 or 0800/105-080, www.airbus.co.nz, adult $28 round-trip) picks up at both terminals and stops at major downtown hotels and backpacker lodges. The service runs every 20 minutes and takes one hour to reach downtown. Door-to-door service is provided by Super Shuttle (09/306-3960, www.supershuttle.co.nz), which charges $32 one-way for the first passenger and then $8 for each extra passenger going to the same destination. Book online or call at least one hour in advance.

By Rail

The terminus for long-distance trains is Britomart Transport Centre (8–10 Queen St., 09/374-3873, www.britomart.co.nz), across from the harbor at the bottom end of Queen Street. These trains are operated by KiwiRail (04/495-0775 or 0800/872-467, www.kiwirail.co.nz), with services south from Auckland to Wellington, Tauranga, and Rotorua.

By Bus

Long-distance bus travel is the most popular form of public transportation for international visitors to New Zealand, and Auckland is the main hub. Intercity (www.intercity.co.nz) has services to just about every point of the country. The depot is at the SkyCity Coach Terminal (102 Hobson St., 09/583-5780), but for the number of travelers space is limited at the terminal, with passengers lining the sidewalk during busy periods. The ticket office is open Sunday–Friday 7:15 A.M.–6:15 P.M. and Saturday 7:15 A.M.–2:30 P.M.

GETTING AROUND

Auckland has an excellent transportation network; you can get almost anywhere by bus, train, or ferry. Although the services are provided by private operators, the regional transit system is known as MAXX (09/366-6400, www.maxx.co.nz). A Discovery Pass for unlimited bus, train, and ferry transport is $15. HOP (www.myhop.co.nz) is a simple payment method for those using public transit.

Britomart Transport Centre

Incorporating Auckland’s historic post office, the Britomart Transport Centre (corner of Queen and Quay Sts.) is the terminus for local and long-distance trains and local buses. It’s a large, modern terminal with cafés, a currency exchange, a gift shop, big-screen TVs, and the Britomart Information Kiosk (Mon.–Sat. 7:30 A.M.–8 P.M., Sun. 8 A.M.–5 P.M.) all located at street level. Plans for an underground concourse linking the transport center to the ferry terminals, light rail transit, and a subway loop through downtown have been on the drawing board for years, but have yet to come to fruition.
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Britomart Transport Centre is the hub of downtown transportation.

By Bus

Buses cover the entire urban area, with services radiating from the streets surrounding the Britomart Transport Centre on Queen Street at Quay Street, and from suburban hubs in New Lynn and Otahuhu. Buses run Monday–Saturday 6:30 A.M.–11 P.M. and Sunday 6:30 A.M.–7 P.M. Fares begin at $0.50 for travel within the inner city and increase in increments to $10.30 for the maximum distance traveled. Inner Link ($1.80) provides an easy way to get around downtown. This efficient service runs every 10–20 minutes daily 6 A.M.–11 P.M. (until midnight on weekends) along Quay Street, up through Parnell to the museum, and back past Aotea Square to Victoria Park Market and Ponsonby.

By Rail

TranzMetro is a commuter rail service that operates as part of MAXX (09/366-6400, www.maxx.co.nz). It operates Mon.–Sat. 6 A.M.–8 P.M. The three routes run from the Britomart Transport Centre west to Waitakere via Newmarket, south to Papakura via Newmarket and Penrose, and south to Papakura via Panmure and the eastern suburbs; tickets are $1.40 per stage point.

By Ferry

Fullers (Ferry Building, Quay St., 09/367-9111, www.fullers.co.nz) operates a scheduled service between downtown and Devonport. Ferries depart at least every 30 minutes 6:15 A.M.–7 P.M., then hourly until 11 P.M. daily. The round-trip fare is adult $11, senior $8.60, child $5.40. Fullers also operates scheduled service to Rangitoto, Waiheke, and Great Barrier Islands.

By Car

Auckland has an incredible number of car rental agencies. All the major agencies are represented, but it is the small, lesser-known companies that make up the bulk (more than 80 at last count). As a result of fierce competition, rates are reasonable—it is often possible to get a weekly rate in summer of under $400 from the international companies and under $300 from the local operations.

Major agencies and their local contact numbers include Avis (09/379-2650), Budget (09/976-2270), Hertz (09/367-6350), National (09/309-3336), and Thrifty (09/309-0111). Each of these agencies has a desk at the airport and outlets throughout downtown.

Scotties (09/303-3912, www.scotties.co.nz), a local agency based in Mount Eden, has a variety of vehicles (and a few camper-vans) at good prices, and specializes in long-term rentals. The vehicles are newer models and reliable; each is covered by the maximum insurance available. Scotties also has an outlet in Christchurch, the perfect opportunity for a one-way trip through the country.

If you plan to be in New Zealand for two months or more, a practical option is to buy a used vehicle in Auckland, and then sell it when you leave. You can find a large selection of used vehicles advertised in the Wednesday and Saturday editions of the NZ Herald and the Saturday Star. Check out the website www.carfair.co.nz for an idea of what is available.

“Car fairs,” where owners sell their own vehicles, are held throughout Auckland each weekend. You’ll be surprised how many Aucklanders attend—the fairs are almost a social gathering. The largest is at Ellerslie Racecourse (Hwy. 1, Greenlane Interchange, 09/529-2233, www.carfair.co.nz, Sun. 9 A.M.–noon). Though not a dealership, Backpackers Car Market (20 East St., 09/377-7761, www.backpackerscarmarket.co.nz, daily 9:30 A.M.–5 P.M.) is a place where travelers can buy and sell vehicles among themselves. Insurance and inspections are available. It’s one block from the top end of Queen Street. Scotties (27 New North Rd., 09/303-3912, www.scotties.co.nz) often has former rentals for sale for under $3,000.

By Taxi

The flat charge for a taxi is $3.55, then $2.35 for every kilometer (0.6 mi). Taxis wait outside all major downtown hotels, at the airport, and at the Britomart Transport Centre. Companies include Auckland Co-op Taxis (09/300-3000), Discount Taxis (09/529-1000), Hop-a-Cab (09/355-0000), and Taxi Combined (0800/505-550).

Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park

Right on Auckland’s back doorstep is an archipelago of 47 islands, spread out over more than 13,600 square km (5,271 sq mi) of Pacific Ocean. The islands are volcanic in origin, some having erupted as recently as 200 years ago. Most of the islands are within Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park and are administered by the Department of Conservation (DOC). Some are simply rocky islets, but a few are inhabited, with bustling little seaside villages. They all have one thing in common—the opportunity for almost unlimited recreation. They are wonderful places to hike, swim, scuba dive, sea kayak, or just visit for a picnic.

Fullers (09/367-9111, www.fullers.co.nz) serves some of the islands with a regular and inexpensive ferry service from the piers in front of the Ferry Building on Quay Street in downtown Auckland. Here you’ll find Fullers Cruise Centre, the place to check the ferry schedule, gather island information, and make tour and accommodations bookings. The DOC-operated Auckland Visitor Centre (09/379-6476; Mon.–Fri. 9:30 A.M.–5 P.M., Sat. 10 A.M.–3 P.M.), also in the Ferry Building, is a good place to pick up brochures on the islands’ human and natural history and to make campground bookings.

RANGITOTO ISLAND

This island, dominating the horizon from along the south shore of Waitemata Harbour, is easily recognized by its symmetrical and elongated shape. It last erupted only 200 years ago, spreading jagged lava flows out from the peak for a 2.5-km (1.5-mi) radius. Rangitoto has no soil or fresh running water, yet it supports an astonishing array of native and introduced plant species and small colonies of wallaby, deer, and many birds. You can climb to the 259-meter (850-ft) summit for fabulous views by following the walking track from Rangitoto Wharf. If you’re walking up (the view is worth the effort!), wear sturdy footwear and take sunscreen and sunglasses—the glare can be intense. Several other walking tracks meander across the island. Another track follows the coast and finishes at Islington Bay, where you can catch the ferry back to downtown instead of backtracking to Rangitoto Wharf. Administered by the DOC, the island is uninhabited, so only day-trippers are permitted.

Getting There

The first of three daily Fullers (09/367-9111) ferries departs the Ferry Building at 9:15 A.M. The round-trip fare is adult $27, child $13.50. Walking around the island and to the summit of the volcanic cone is easy, but you can also take the tractor-train Rangitoto Volcanic Explorer Tour for an extra adult $32, child $16.

MOTUTAPU ISLAND

Motutapu Island is connected to Rangitoto Island by a natural causeway, yet their types of vegetation are completely different. Traditionally farmland, Motutapu is the subject of an ambitious DOC project to return it to its natural state. The first stage, the eradication of introduced mammals, is complete, and the introduction of endangered species has begun. The project is a long one—50 years at least. The only way to get around the island is on foot. A popular loop begins at the causeway, climbing to the island’s highest point before descending to Home Bay. From this point, the trail heads north past scattered World War II gun emplacements before returning along the shoreline to the causeway. This loop is 12 km (7 mi); allow four hours.

Practicalities

The only way to stay overnight on the island is by pitching a tent at Home Bay Campground (09/379-6476; $8 per person), a four-km (2.5-mi) walk from the Islington Bay ferry dock on Rangitoto Island. Book through the DOC. Fullers (09/367-9111) serves adjacent Rangitoto Island, from where it’s a pleasant walk across the causeway to Motutapu.

MOTUIHE ISLAND

A DOC reserve, Motuihe has seen many uses over the years, with local volunteers now doing their best to return the island to its natural state (check www.motuihe.org.nz for volunteer opportunities). Between downtown Auckland and Waiheke Island, Motuihe’s biggest attraction is two long white-sand beaches on either side of a narrow isthmus, separated by a band of sand dunes and tall Norfolk pines. One side or the other is always protected from the wind, making it attractive for sailing enthusiasts, beach lovers, and picnickers. Around the coastline lie extensive mudstone reefs, and at low tide the rock pools teem with life. Tracks take advantage of the numerous natural vantage points offering the most spectacular views. You can walk around the entire island in four hours at low tide.

Practicalities

Discovery 360 (Pier 4, Quay St., 09/307-8005; adult $27, child $17 round-trip) departs three times daily for Motuihe. The last return ferry departs the island at 3:40 P.M. All facilities cluster around Waihaorangatahi Bay (where the ferry docks); they include a kiosk, picnic tables with barbecues, and a campground. For information on camping, or to find out about water taxis serving the island, call the facility operator at 09/534-8095.

[image: ] WAIHEKE ISLAND

Waiheke Island, second-largest of the gulf islands (92 sq km/36 sq mi), is by far the most populous, with a year-round population of 8,000. This swells fourfold in summer as city slickers swarm over to relax on the beautiful white-sand beaches or to walk through rolling farmland and native bush. The island was settled by Maori 800 years ago, at a time when its rolling inland hills were covered with kauri forests. The kauris, long gone, have been replaced with bustling holiday villages, open farmland, and vineyards.

Sights and Recreation

The island’s west end is the most built up, with an almost continuous string of villages extending eastward from the main settlement of Oneroa to Onetangi. Between the two lies a string of magnificent beaches, including picturesque Palm Beach. Hiking trails link all parts of the less-developed eastern end of the island (pick up a detailed description from the local information center), and a pleasant six-km (3.7-mi, two-hour) coastal track links Oneroa with Palm Beach. Return along the same route or jump aboard a bus.

Waiheke’s calm waters and convoluted coastline make it ideal for sea kayaking. Ross Adventures (09/372-5550) charges $85 for a range of half-day trips, including one by moonlight. Kayak rentals are from $25 per hour.

At the far end of the island, Connells Bay Sculpture Park (Cowes Bay Rd., Connells Bay, 09/372-8957) comprises 25 kinetic sculptures created by some of New Zealand’s foremost artists along a sloping hillside with sweeping ocean views. Access is restricted to guests at the Connells Bay lodge and those on a guided tour. These tours depart on demand late October to late April by advance reservation only. The walking tour lasts two hours and costs adult $30, child $15.

Waiheke Museum and Historic Village (Onetangi Rd., Onetangi, 09/372-2970; Wed., and Sat.–Sun. noon–4 P.M.; donation) is small but provides an interesting diversion from more strenuous activities.

Wineries

Waiheke has a reputation for excellent wine, predominantly reds, which thrive in the warm, dry climate. About 25 wineries are spread across the island (Waiheke even has its own winegrowers’ association), but most are small, family-run affairs not open to the public. As a general rule, the emphasis is on quality rather than quantity, so you can expect to pay more than in other regions, and most island wineries have adopted a charge for tasting.

The most high-profile winery is Stonyridge (Onetangi Rd., 09/372-8822; daily 11:30 A.M.–5 P.M.), whose annual release of Larose—considered one of the world’s finest Cabernet blends—is quickly scooped up by connoisseurs the world over, even at $200–300 a bottle. Winery tours depart weekends only at 11:30 A.M. and cost $10, which includes tasting of one red and one white. Almost all Stonyridge wine is sold by mail order; the mailing list is currently oversubscribed, so the only way to taste the wine is by visiting the vineyard. On a high point of land near the ferry dock, the Mudbrick Vineyard (126 Church Bay Rd., 09/372-9050; daily 11 A.M.–5 P.M.) is best known for its restaurant and wine bar, but also offers tasting of their well-crafted wines.

Accommodations

The wide range of accommodations can be booked through the island information center (09/372-9999). Accommodations generally are more expensive than those on the mainland, but staying in one of the backpacker lodges reduces costs considerably.

At Hekerua Lodge (11 Hekerua Rd., Little Oneroa, 09/372-8990, www.hekerualodge.co.nz, camping $18 per person, dorm bed $30–36, $55 s, $86 d, $120 s or d for an en suite) it’s a 600-meter (0.4-mi) walk downhill to the beach from a totally private setting, surrounded by dense native bush. The modern facilities include a wide deck, deep natural-feeling rock swimming pool, bikes, a barbecue, and cozy lounge area with Internet access. (You may hear this place referred to as Waiheke Island Backpackers).

Palm Beach Lodge (23 Tiri View Rd., Palm Beach, 09/372-7763, $280–420 s or d) is a complex of luxurious two-bedroom Mediterranean-style villas, each self-contained and with a private balcony that affords stunning views. Rates include breakfast provisions and use of a variety of facilities.

For understated luxury, nothing on the island comes close to Connells Bay (Cowes Bay Rd., Connells Bay, 09/372-8957, www.connellsbay.co.nz, $400 s or d), a beautifully restored 100-year-old cottage just steps from a private beach. The cottage features two bedrooms, a lounge with log fireplace, full kitchen, and verandah with barbecue; you will need to book well in advance to secure a reservation at this highly recommended lodging.

Food

Oneroa has the island’s main concentration of eateries. Vino Vino (153 Ocean View Rd., Oneroa, 09/372-9888; daily 9 A.M.–10 P.M.; $22–33) is a popular place, both for its great food and elevated ocean views from the covered deck. Favorite dishes are the platters, perfect for sharing, and seafood delights such as the pan-fried scallops. In nearby Ostend, Nourish (3 Belgium St., 09/372-3557; daily 8 A.M.–4 P.M.; $12–24) is a modern café that wouldn’t look out of place in downtown Auckland. The cooked breakfast was the best I had on the island, while the rest of the day the menu features interesting choices like lamb fillet served on roasted beets.
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