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      Chapter One:

      Accidental Champion, Accidental Sport

      
         Once upon a time, people thought skateboards were toys. And they believed that kids who rode skateboards were wasting their
         time.
      

      Wrong!

      Skateboard legend Tony Hawk changed those perceptions. Almost by himself, he turned skateboarding from a misunderstood pastime
         into a bona fide sport. Called by some the Michael Jordan or Babe Ruth of skateboarding, Hawk’s inventive, athletic boarding
         style helped bring skateboarding into the mainstream of the sporting world. Widely acknowledged as the greatest skater of
         all time, Hawk is responsible for creating over fifty separate and unique skateboard maneuvers and turning an activity once considered a fad into a high profile, billion-dollar
         sport that attracts millions of skaters and fans 
         all over the word. A generation ago, the notion that skateboarding would someday be one of the hottest sports in the world
         would have sounded absurd. Today, skateboarding is huge and Tony Hawk is a household name who has earned millions of dollars.
      

      And it all happened by accident. Skateboarding wasn’t created by some corporation, and its popularity isn’t the result of
         some marketing plan. And when Tony Hawk first climbed onto a skateboard, he wasn’t trying to be famous or thinking about making
         money by riding his board. He just wanted to have fun, like the millions of skaters who have followed in his wake.
      

      The skateboard wasn’t invented; it evolved. Ever since the invention of the wheel, human beings have experimented with different
         ways of locomotion. The skateboard is simply one of the more interesting and fun ways that people have devised to go from
         one place to another on wheels.
      

      In the early 1800s a company in Chicago started putting wheels on shoes, creating the sport of roller skating. But there was
         just one problem with roller skates: Growing kids quickly outgrew their skates.
      

      Rather than throw the skates away, some inventive 
         parents and their kids started taking the wheels off outgrown roller skates and attaching them to small carts, crates, and
         wagons. Kids rode these carts down hills and city streets.
      

      But kids, being kids, weren’t always satisfied with sitting in the carts. Some daring riders tried standing up in their carts
         and riding upright. Thus the skateboard, although no one thought to call it that, was born.
      

      Boarding remained an accidental sport for much of the next one hundred years, although one variation, the scooter, began to
         be manufactured. Scooters were made of a metal or wooden plank with wheels and an upright handlebar to help the rider stand
         up and steer. Riders either rode downhill or gained speed on flat surfaces by pushing themselves forward with one foot and
         then gliding. It was fun, but scooters weren’t very maneuverable. There was a limit to what a person could do on a scooter.
      

      Meanwhile, missionaries to the Hawaiian Islands discovered that natives rode the surf on long planks of wood, which were later
         called surfboards. They carved the boards from trees, then stood upright on the boards and used the power of waves to propel
         
         them across the surface of the water. They crouched down and tilted their bodies to turn the boards and take advantage of
         the energy created by waves. In the early part of the twentieth century surfing came to the United States mainland. The sport
         took hold in California, and by the 1930s thousands of people were surfing the waves at California beaches.
      

      But during certain times of the year in certain places along the California coast, the waves are too small for surfing. So
         surfers, many of whom recalled making their own carts and scooters with roller-skate wheels, started to take the same concept
         of wheeled transportation and apply it to a surfboard.
      

      Through trial and error, they eventually came up with a scaled-down version of a wheeled surfboard that allowed the rider
         to mimic many of the same moves used while surfing. They started with a narrow plank of wood two or three feet long and less
         than a foot wide, shaped like a miniature surfboard. They attached roller-skate wheels to each end of the board. Riders discovered
         that not only did their invention allow them to roll across the ground at high speed, but that by leaning to one side or another
         they could steer and do other simple tricks. The first 
         riders showed off by riding down streets that led to the beach, carving back and forth down the road like a slalom skier.
         When the waves returned, the extra practice helped them surf better.
      

      In the 1950s a toy manufacturer created the Little Red Roller Derby, the first mass-produced skateboard, which consisted of
         a pair of steel wheels attached to each end of a plywood board. These were a big improvement on the homemade boards favored
         by the street surfers. Over the next ten years other manufacturers improved on the design and created their own versions,
         including one that was called the Sidewalk Surfboard.
      

      Sidewalk surfboarding became a minor craze in California and spread to other parts of the country, where it was impossible
         to surf on water. At the time, surf music was a popular rock-and-roll style, and the sidewalk surfboard allowed people who
         had never seen the ocean to pretend they were surfers. Sidewalk surfing required only a board, a sidewalk, and some imagination.
      

      In 1964 the California rock-and-roll duo Jan and Dean had a hit with a song called “Bust Your Buns (and Go Sidewalk Surfin’
         with Me).” The popular 
         song turned the sport into a fad that swept the country.
      

      Surfboard manufacturers jumped in and started creating their own sidewalk surfboards. Instead of using steel wheels, they
         began to use clay wheels similar to those used on roller skates, and the term “sidewalk surfboarding” came to be replaced
         by “skateboarding.” Although the clay wheels weren’t quite as durable as steel, they had better traction on pavement and gave
         the skater greater control. In just a few years, over fifty million boards were sold, primarily to kids.
      

      As with many youth fads, adults just didn’t understand the attraction to the sport. The reasons are varied and complex.

      Part of the reason some people reacted with hostility toward skateboarders stems from the sport’s close ties to surfing. The
         media coined the term “surf bum” in the 1950s to describe people who were perceived to spend all their time surfing. Non-surfers,
         who often had a hard time telling one surfer from another, thought all surfers lived on the beach and didn’t work.
      

      While that stereotype may have been true for a 
         few surfers, most surfers were just like everybody else. They held jobs and had families but simply chose to spend most of
         their free time doing what they loved to do.
      

      When skateboarding developed, many people assumed that skaters adhered to a similar stereotype. But stereotyping lumps different
         people together just because they share a few characteristics, and is rarely accurate. Like surfers, skateboarders come from
         all walks of life. Anybody who is willing to put in enough time practicing can be a skateboarder. It doesn’t matter how you
         look or dress or behave.
      

      Another reason a lot of non-skaters looked down on skateboarders is because people tend to be afraid of something new they
         don’t understand. And to many people, skateboarding is still something new. Watching someone zip by on a skateboard is frightening
         to some people, particularly when a skateboarder cuts too close to a pedestrian on the sidewalk or darts between cars out
         into the street. As a result, the public often looks at all skateboarders the same way, even those who skate responsibly.
      

      Because the sport looks dangerous, and a few 
         skateboarders don’t respect the rights of others, since the 1960s some communities have made skateboarding illegal. In 1965,
         a cover story in Life magazine deemed the sport a “menace,” and dozens of towns and cities banned skaters from their streets and sidewalks.
      

      But laws have never stopped skaters from skateboarding. In the early years of the sport, there was no place but the street
         and sidewalk to skateboard. Yet because some skaters flouted the prohibitions against their sport, all skateboarders got stereotyped
         as juvenile delinquents and outlaws who had no respect for authority. As Tony Hawk later explained, “I think a lot of the
         outlaw image just stemmed from the lack of a place to skate.”
      

      Still, the first prohibitions against the sport led many serious skaters to stop skating, and kept non-skaters from taking
         up the sport. Surfers even began to distance themselves from skateboarding. And despite the improvements to the boards themselves,
         it was still almost impossible to do anything but glide along making sweeping turns. If a skater tried to turn quickly or
         make any other kind of tricky maneuver, the board tended to shoot out from under 
         the rider and leave him flat on his back, nursing scrapes and bruises. And besides, the clay wheels didn’t last long on rough
         pavement. They had to be replaced often and weren’t widely available. So as quickly as the craze had started, it stopped.
         Skateboarding appeared to be dead, another temporary fad like the Hula-Hoop. By 1970 hardly anyone was riding skateboards
         anymore.
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