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The boy kicked the football out from underneath the wheel of a parked car. He looked down the street. Two empty cans marked the other side’s goalposts. He sprinted towards them, the ball at his feet. Nothing could stop him from scoring now.

He was new to the area and wanted to show that he was the best player around. A small kid from the opposition was charging towards him, so he swerved to the left in a dummy move. Then he ran on.

He’d gone four or five paces before he looked down and saw that the ball was no longer at his feet. He stopped. That little kid must’ve taken the ball off him without his even knowing it! Who was he?
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The boy turned round and was just in time to see the little kid thumping the ball past the goalkeeper at the other end of the road. As it crashed into a rusty old dustbin, he watched the opposition team erupt into cheers.
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