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Chapter One

The sea monster

My adventure began in New York in the summer of 1886. There had been several shipwrecks over the last few months. Some people were beginning to think that a mysterious sea monster had caused them. They said it was a huge black creature with glowing eyes, but others laughed at the idea.

“What do you think, Professor Aronnax?” people asked me. “You’re the expert. Do you think there’s a monster down there?”

“I don’t know what to think,” I said. Although I’d studied underwater life for many years, I’d never heard of such a thing.

Then I was asked to join an expedition to catch the monster before it did any more damage. Of course I accepted, and my faithful assistant, Conseil, came too. And soon we were sailing away on what was to be the most memorable journey of my life.

The ship’s captain had promised a reward to the person who spotted the monster, so all the sailors were desperate to win. All except Ned Land, the only Canadian on board. He was an expert harpooner, and didn’t believe in mysterious monsters.

We sailed for weeks with no sign of it, until even the captain was ready to give up.

Suddenly Ned shouted, “Monster ahead!”

Everyone rushed to the side of the ship in time to see a long black shape just under the water, rushing towards us. It looked like a great black fish with no fins or tail, and its eyes glowed. I was leaning over to see better when the ship gave a great lurch and I fell overboard.
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