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      DEDICATION

      
      Steve would like to thank the islanders of Huik, the tiny Scottish island to which he retreated to write this book. It was
         they who stopped him at the harbour, and told him to ‘Get yeself home and dinnae bring your indulgent pretensions round here.
         Have you nae got a Starbucks near your hoose?’
      

      
      Hugh would like to dedicate this book to Deidre, Angus and Ezekiel but won’t because he has no idea who they are and it would
         upset his wife Kate, and children Freddie and Meg.
      

      
      Jon would like to thank father Pod, mother Homily, sister Arrietty and the rest of the Borrowers. He’ll be back home soon,
         once he’s stolen something useful from the big people. He dedicates his bits of the book to his wife Nicki and his daughter
         Maisie, who are both of normal size, and to be honest only took him home and adopted him because the zoo had run out of otters.
      

   
      
      INTRODUCTION

      
      The authors have written this book in the expectation that it will become a key work of reference for families all over Britain.
         It has been painstakingly researched and assembled in order to provide clear and concise answers to the great questions of
         this, or any other age. It provides an invaluable addition to the library of any individual, university or institution, and
         it is hoped that it may come to replace the National Curriculum as the basis for teaching in all the schools of the United
         Kingdom. It is also hoped that a copy of this book may be placed in any future space probe so that occupants of other planets
         may come to understand our Earth. Plans are also under way to slip one into the bedside table of every hotel room on the planet,
         and selected copies will be left on trains and in taxis up and down the country, to make it look like it has government approval.
      

      
      The authors generally take collective responsibility for the entries and their content, although in certain instances entries
         are individually attributed. This is usually because the views expressed are purely those of the author in question, and the
         rest of the team have no desire to be associated with the libellous rantings of their colleague. In other cases, the views
         expressed are clearly personal to the author, and everyone else has said ‘Good grief. Can we make it clear I didn’t say that?
         My family will never speak to me again.’ In a few cases the others have threatened to resign unless ‘that lunatic owns up’.
      

      
      The key to individual attribution is as follows:
      

      
      SP Steve Punt
      

      
      HD Hugh Dennis
      

      
      JH Jon Holmes
      

      
      with

      
      MB Mitch Benn
      

      
      MB Marcus Brigstocke.
      

      
      So, all in all, not a suitable system, really.

      
   
      
      MODERN SOCIETY, PUBLIC

      [image: image]

      
      BIGGEST SCARE STORY

      
      The media love a scare story, and time and time again, we all fall for it. There is one thing you need to remember at all
         times – most media people have arts-subject degrees. They know about English, media studies or socioeconomics. They do not generally know anything about science, and they do not generally understand much maths beyond GCSE. If they did, they’d have better paid jobs in
         banks or investment companies.
      

      
      With this in mind, you can start enjoying the spectacularly stupid way the media tend to cover scientific and medical stories.
         You will also find you don’t spend the whole time panicking and worrying, which is good for your blood pressure. Here are
         some familiar headlines …
      

      
      LARGE HADRON COLLIDER WILL DESTROY THE WORLD!!!

      
      Most people don’t know what a hadron is, let alone what happens when you collide them (see SCIENTIFIC THEORY, MOST INCOMPREHENSIBLE). This led to a lot of stuff in the papers about how a particle accelerator in Switzerland would create mini-black holes
         which would devour the planet. I have a friend who studied physics at university, and I asked him about this. He just rolled
         his eyes. It was cobblers.
      

      
      TERRIFYING DISEASE WILL KILL HALF THE POPULATION!!!

      
      When I was a student in the mid-80s, I walked past a newsagents one morning and our best-selling Sunday broadsheet was leading
         on a headline that said ‘By the Year 2000, One-Third of the Population Will Have Herpes’. If there was one section of the
         population this should have put the wind up, it was students, but everybody just went ‘Huh?’ It was obvious rubbish, and has
         been repeated many times since. In 1996 we were told that, by now, a third of us would be dying of Creuzfeldt-Jakob disease.
         A few years later we were all going to die of SARS. A few years ago we were going to be decimated by bird flu, a disease which
         doesn’t actually exist yet (the human-communicable version being a theoretical mutation). The bird flu scare was centred around
         chickens; swine flu around pigs. We seem to be working our way through the cast of ‘Old MacDonald had a farm’. Next year we’ll
         probably all be terrified of sheep bloat.
      

      
      MILLENNIUM BUG WILL KILL MILLIONS!!

      
      Physics, epidemiology; what we don’t understand, we get scared by. Computers are another thing we don’t really understand
         and, sure enough, in 1999 along came a computer scare story. We were solemnly warned that computers wouldn’t be able to recognise
         the change to the year 2000; they’d all assume it was the year 1900, and turn themselves into manual typewriters with a gas-lamp
         attached.
      

      
      The effects of this, we were solemnly warned, would be catastrophic: planes would fall from the sky, hospitals would switch
         themselves off, electricity grids would fail. Computer experts vainly tried to explain this wasn’t true, but the cacophony
         of morons was so loud that they gave up and decided instead they might as well make some money out of it. So they started
         charging governments and companies a fortune to make sure they were ‘YK2 compliant’. Hundreds of millions of pounds were spent.
         I spent an amusing afternoon on the internet in late 1999, surfing American evangelist sites selling Y2K survival videos.
      

      
      In the event, the only computer-based thing that happened was that on 31 December 1999, the stock market reached its highest-ever
         peak; it has never been near it since, and a decade later (at the time of writing), it is at less than two-thirds of where it was ten years ago. Which makes you wonder whether
         the only effect of the Millennium Bug was to introduce a virus that would suddenly value dot-com companies at a realistic
         level.
      

      
      MOST POPULAR NETWORKING WEBSITE

      
      MitchBenn The most popular networking website in the world is currently Twitter, with a global membership in excess of nine million.
      

      
      20.20 29 May 2009 from web

      
      MitchBenn Since its creation by Jack Dorsey in 2006, Twitter has been used for social purposes, marketing, political advertising and
         entertainment.
      

      
      20.21 29 May 2009 from web

      
      MitchBenn Twitter’s appeal is based on its simplicity; members post short messages of no more than 140 characters each (including spaces).
      

      
      20.22 29 May 2009 from web

      
      MitchBenn While the 140-character limit encourages brevity and conciseness it can be annoying when you’re in the middle of something
         and you run out o
      

      
      20.24 29 May 2009 from web

      
      MitchBenn Sorry … Like I said, it can be annoying when you run out of characters just as you’re about to make an important point,
         or trying to develo
      

      
      20.25 29 May 2009 from web

      
      MitchBenn Oh FFS. Look, it’s fun but limiting. Will that do? I suppose I could mention the whole King of Twitter thing. Why not? Yes.
      

      
      20.26 29 May 2009 from web

      
      MitchBenn In 2009, Mitch Benn from BBC Radio 4’s The Now Show attempted to usurp @stephenfry from his position as Britain’s most popular Twitterer.
      

      
      20.28 29 May 2009 from web

      
      punty You’re not still on about this, are you?
      

      
      20.29 29 May 2009 from BBCnet

      
      MitchBenn Reasoning that if all 2 million Now Show listeners could be persuaded to ‘follow’ him on the site he would become the most followed person o
      

      
      20.31 29 May 2009 from web

      
      punty Whose idea was it to get Mitch to write the Twitter entry anyway?
      

      
      20.32 29 May 2009 from web

      
      MitchBenn BOLLOCKS – most followed Twitterer. The plan’s ultimate failure was the result of the apathy, Luddism & technophobia of the
         British people.
      

      
      20.33 29 May 2009 from web

      
      HimOffOutnumbered I think he rather took it upon himself, didn’t he?
      

      
      20.34 29 May 2009 from BBCnet

      
      MitchBenn But my time will come! The day will dawn when all will quail before me as the Master of the Twitterverse! Bwaa ha ha ha ha
         ha ha ha ha ha h
      

      
      20.36 29 May 2009 from web

      
      punty He’s off his meds again. Hold him down!
      

      
      20.37 29 May 2009 from BBCnet

      
      jonholmes1 YOU bloody hold him down.
      

      
      20.38 29 May 2009 from HobbitWeb

      
      MitchBenn Mad? Mad?! TheY saId eiNstEin wAs mAd! theY sAid cHarLes MaNson was maD! I’Ll sHow yOU! i’lL ShOw yoU aLlÖ
      

      
      20.40 29 May 2009 from web

      
      stephenfry MITCH BENN …?
      

      
      20.41 29 May 2009 from Fryberry

      
      MitchBenn No! No!

      
      20.41 29 May 2009 from web

      
      stephenfry Silence! End this foolishness and pester these good readers no more with your folderol and gimcrackery! BEGONE, I say! BEGONE!
      

      
      20.42 29 May 2009 from Fryberry

      
      MitchBenn Nooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo oooooooooooo …
      

      
      20.42 29 May 2009 from web

      
      punty Gosh, thank you, Stephen Fry.
      

      
      20.43 29 May 2009 from BBCnet

      
      stephenfry I’m sorry you had to witness such unpleasantries, my darlings. I now return you to the welcoming embrace of this wholly delightful
         book.
      

      
      20.44 29 May 2009 from Fryberry

      
      MB

      
      MOST RECOGNISABLE NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL STYLE

      
      Style – as Aristotle opined – is what is left when fashion has passed; and in the face of such time-honoured Hellenic wisdom,
         who are we to disagree? It is interesting to note, therefore, that in this age of iPods and Twitters (whatever they may be!),
         it is essential (in its original Platonic sense) that the tradition of over-written, sub-clause-laden, polysyllabic thickets
         of verbiage be upheld by the leader column of the broadsheet press. Both the Daily Telegraph and The Times adhere fastidiously to this convention, deploying an impressive arsenal of long words and, inter alia, legalistic terms and foreign usages to thicken the mixture, whether the required tone be one of joie de vivre or of weltshmertz. The editorial column will invariably end in a long, measured sentence with a semi-colon in it; it is this closing cadence
         which, as Dr Johnson said, elevates quotidian thought into ineffable, gnomic truth. Long may it continue.
      

      
      SECOND MOST RECOGNISABLE NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL STYLE

      
      GIVE US A BREAK! The posh papers can prattle on all they want, but the average hard-working family has no time for the Oxbridge
         elites in their ivory towers! That’s why the Sun says you can stuff your long-winded editorials up your Court Circular! The man in the street wants plain-speaking truth,
         so they can tell their hard-working families how Great Britain is being dragged down by the so-called liberal elite, who, along with the
         PC brigade and the fat cat BBC, have done so much to turn us into the laughing stock of Europe! Not that we mind – we hate
         Europe!
      

      
      THIRD MOST RECOGNISABLE NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL STYLE

      
      It was the Conservatives under Thatcher who, through their consistent assault on the public-service sector, consistently undermined
         and denigrated the teaching profession, turning the acquisition of literacy into a target-based political football. It was
         also under the Tories that children were forced to share textbooks, to be force-fed chips and pizza instead of nutritious
         rice and grains, and to suffer cruel beatings at the hands of sadistic headmasters who, egged on by their supporters in the
         Tory press, advocated the use of the cane, the thumbscrew, and waterboarding for late homework. Sadly, Labour failed to reform
         all of these Tory measures, due to Tony Blair’s general self-righteous uselessness. The result of this is that the Guardian can go back to doing what it does best – blaming the Conservatives for everything. In the words of the great social reformer
         Nathaniel Dogoodier: ‘The working class are splendid. Everyone else is evil and wrong.’ Amen to that.
      

      
      THE RECORD FOR THE MOST STUPID THING EVER SAID IN A NEWSPAPER …

      
      … Is in today’s Daily Mail. Mercifully this fact remains perpetually true as the editorial commitment to one-sided ignorance and wholesale stupidity
         means that each day sees new lows for Paul Dacre and his legion of dolts. MB
      

      
      MOST LITIGIOUS COMPANY

      
      The world’s most litigious company is XXXX, who have no sense of humour at all. The slightest joke about their XXX, or their
         revolting XXXX, or the way their staff are threatened with XXX if they try to XXXX, will result in the threat of libel actions.
         They have bullied and hounded dozens of TV shows and newspapers into dropping jokes about them; the BBC is petrified of XXXX,
         but then, the BBC is petrified of everybody. Well, we’re not going to be intimidated by multi-national bully-boys and their
         fat pompous lawyers. We say – (THIS SECTION DELETED). And furthermore, they can (THIS SECTION DELETED).
      

      
      MOST COVETED AWARD

      
      There are awards for virtually everything, but the officially most coveted award is still the Nobel Prize. These were established
         in 1901 at the behest of Alfred Nobel, inventor of the door knocker. It replaced the previous set of awards for excellence
         in various fields of academe and science, the Mister Clever Pants Awards. The Nobels retain their prestige even though they
         are not televised and do not attract big celebrities. ITV have proposed a ceremony called the ‘People’s Nobels’, to be presented
         to ‘boffins and brainboxes whose crazy ideas have changed the world!!’. Richard Hammond will present, with Fearne Cotton backstage
         asking the winners ‘how it felt when all those long hours in the laboratory paid off ’.
      

      
      
         The complete list of Nobel Prizes is as follows:

         Physics / Chemistry / Medicine / Literature / Peace / Economics /

         Baking / Pedantry / Gurning / Sloth / Avarice / Sarcasm

      

      
      The first winner of the Nobel Prize for Sarcasm was a James Henley of Wolverhampton (but not the James Henley of Wolverhampton). Upon hearing of his award, he is reported to have said: ‘Oh well that’s just great, isn’t it?’
      

      
      The most controversial award in the history of the Nobel Prize was the presentation in 1999 of the Nobel Peace Prize to Vinnie
         Jones. While this has been proven to have been the result of a typographical error, no one has ever had the balls to attempt
         to retrieve the prize.
      

      
      MOST-REPEATED SHOWBIZ MYTH THAT CAN’T BE SPECIFIED FOR LEGAL REASONS

      
      1 Marc Almond and the stomach pump
      

      
      2 Why they’re called the Pet Shop Boys
      

      
      3 Richard Gere and the hamster (See also 2.)
      

      
      4 Marianne Faithfull and the Mars bar
      

      
      5 Why they are called 10cc (See also 1.)
      

      
      MOST EYEBROW-RAISING THING BLAMED ON THE CREDIT CRUNCH

      
      Recently all world records have been broken for using a single excuse for everything. The credit crunch has been held to blame
         for all of the following:
      

      
      [image: image] Closure of rabbit-selling business
      

      
      [image: image] Lack of big-money signings at Portsmouth FC
      

      
      [image: image] Cancellation of The Bill

      
      [image: image] Fewer pensioners going on outings
      

      
      [image: image] ‘The breakdown of trust in society’*

      
      [image: image] Divorces
      

      
      [image: image] Babies
      

      
      [image: image] Lower prawn prices
      

      
      [image: image] Drop in sales of flat-pack houses
      

      
      [image: image] Drop in sales of any houses
      

      
      [image: image] Loss of eyesight (people avoiding check-ups to save money)
      

      
      [image: image] Racism at football grounds (connection unclear here)
      

      
      [image: image] Being caught driving without insurance (man claimed he couldn’t afford policy renewal)
      

      
      [image: image] Bring caught drink-driving (estate agent claimed stress drove him to pub after work)
      

      
      [image: image] Fewer people using public transport
      

      
      [image: image] Too many people using public transport
      

      
      [image: image] Mugging
      

      
      [image: image] Domestic violence
      

      
      [image: image] Music festivals cancelled (don’t worry, there are still plenty left)
      

      
      [image: image] Children not having school meals
      

      
      [image: image] Rise in anti-depressant prescriptions
      

      
      [image: image] Squatters moving into listed buildings
      

      
      [image: image] Chimney fires as people cut down on central heating
      

      
      [image: image] Theft of some koi carp in Burnley
      

      
      [image: image] Theft of all kinds
      

      
      [image: image] Massive rise in Robert Peston-related incidents
      

      
      The current record, though, is held by a report which claimed that: ‘The credit crunch is being blamed for forcing mortgage
         lenders to reduce the amount they will lend to house buyers.’ Thing is – that’s what a credit crunch is. That’s the definition of a credit crunch. Which means that the credit crunch is even to blame for itself.
      

      
      ODDEST ELECTION RESULT ANNOUNCEMENT

      
      When a new Pope is elected, all the cardinals of the Roman Catholic Church are locked in the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican
         and are not let out until they have decided who should get the job, or at least until Tom Hanks has been able to run round
         Rome a bit. The decision is made by voting in a series of secret ballots until a single candidate manages to secure the required
         number of votes, the result of each ballot being announced by the colour of smoke emerging from a chimney above the chapel.
         Dark smoke signals that no Pope has been chosen, while white smoke signifies that a new Pope has been elected. (Green smoke
         indicates that Damien has fulfilled The Omen and that the apocalpyse is nigh.) The total election can take several days, during
         which time the cardinals have very little to do except stare at the ceiling, which is probably why Michelangelo made it so interesting up there.
      

      
      The system of smoke signals has also led to a few false alarms. During the election of the most recent Pope, Cardinal Ratzinger
         (Pope Benedict XVI), the result of the second ballot was interrupted by the environmental health department wanting to know
         why the cardinals weren’t using Coalite as stipulated in an urban area. The smoke from the third ballot was of an uncertain
         colour and carried the faint but suspicious smell of sausages, and after the fourth ballot, the smoke signals inadvertently
         spelt out.
      

      
      
         ‘White man he come this way with 50 horses, maybe 60. Gather um braves, scalp him and steal his um fire-water.’

      

      
      Given that the average age of the 115 cardinals is around 80, it is hardly surprising that when Ratzinger was finally elected,
         the emergence of the white smoke was also accompanied by the sounds of grumpy scuffles as 114 of the cardinals berated their
         one neighbour who had lit a bonfire for the fifth time that weekend.
      

      
      MOST OUTRAGEOUS MPS’ EXPENSES CLAIMS

      
      We all thought expenses scandals were over with the arrival of a new government. Turned out they weren’t. So here’s a few
         of the all-time favourites:
      

      
      Hubert Munnygrabb, MP for Nottreel South, constructed a full-scale Roman bath in his garden, including a steam room and mosaic-floored caldarium
         with marble benches and a full-time masseur. He claimed the entire cost back, saying that it was regularly used for his constituency
         surgeries. Asked to justify the salaries paid to the two semi-naked dancing girls who were employed to carry jugs of cold
         water to the bathers, he said that they ‘helped his constituents to put their problems in perspective’.
      

      
      Lady Lavinia Fleecey, MP for Soke-le-Taxpaier, bought a racehorse called Chandler’s Ford and trained him for the Derby. She put this on expenses,
         claiming that she was ‘intending to distribute the winnings to constituency charities’.
      

      
      Barry Brazen, MP for Duckin and Divin West, bought £400 of take-away curry for all his mates one Saturday night and charged it to the
         taxpayer, claiming it was ‘valuable input to the local economy’.
      

      
      Nathan Pratten-Whittney, MP for Twattleton, bought an early Matisse at auction at Sotheby’s. He paid £3.4 million for it and hung it in his house,
         claiming it was to ‘entice burglars and thereby demonstrate the effectiveness of the local police force’.
      

      
      LEAST OUTRAGEOUS MPS’ EXPENSES CLAIM

      
      In 2009 the British Parliament almost collapsed when it was discovered that everyone who worked there as an MP was found to
         be spending public money on lifestyles that would make even Elton John think he was overdoing it a bit, and ought to rein
         it in. A leak to the Daily Telegraph provided evidence that Douglas Hogg used £2,000 of taxpayers’ money to have Alan Duncan cleaned, Sir Michael Spicer paid
         £6,000 for a tonne of Hazel Blears’s manure so that he could grow his own chandeliers on a tennis court, while Sir Peter Viggers
         had built a Michael Martin House on a small island where he keeps the former Speaker of the House for his eggs. Meanwhile,
         Shahid Malik was caught buying a mock-tudor flat-screen trouser press for his constituency piano and then we discovered that
         in fact all MPs had, for many years, been lifting their middle fingers at the electorate and then ‘flipping’ them in a practice known
         as ‘telling the electorate to eff off’.
      

      
      But while public attention and anger turned quite rightly to these extravagances, the MPs who had played by the rules, who
         hadn’t been coining it from the public purse, received scant attention. Some MPs didn’t claim for anything. Not all of them
         were on the make, and thus it would be unfair to tar all MPs with the brush that says they are all a conniving, lying, fraudulent,
         unethical, devious, abhorrent, hypocritical, slimy, scum-sucking, rip-off bunch of disreputable twunts. So it’s only right,
         fair and proper that we list here those MPs who, for the last few years, have not been on the take. And here they are. In
         the years 2002–2009, records show that no expenses whatsoever were claimed by the following Members of Parliament:
      

      
      [image: image] Winston Churchill
      

      
      [image: image] David Lloyd George
      

      
      [image: image] Robin Cook
      

      
      [image: image] Enoch Powell
      

      
      [image: image] William Gladstone
      

      
      [image: image] Pitt the Younger
      

      
      [image: image] Pitt the Elder
      

      
      [image: image] Pitt the Middle One That Felt Insecure About It And Had A Real Sense Of Not Belonging
      

      
      [image: image] Viscount Palmerston
      

      
      [image: image] Benjamin Disraeli
      

      
      [image: image] Alan Clark
      

      
      Records from the Members’ Fees and Allowances Office demonstrate that not one of these MPs claimed a penny in the last six
         years because they were dead. Although when they were alive, they were just as bad as the rest. A leak to The Now Show Book shows that in the years 1939–1945, Churchill used public money to get drunk on brandy, and while he was Lord Privy Seal,
         the Right Honourable Pitt The Elder, the First Earl of Chatham claimed expenses to stay in London instead of travelling back
         to Chatham (allowable, however, on the grounds that no one should have to go to Chatham). Enoch Powell spent £129,000 from
         the public purse on racism and back when Robin Cook was alive, he used taxpayers’ money to pay for the upkeep of his second
         beard. In May 2010 all MPs were punished by not one party getting enough votes to actually form a government. Although as usual they ignored this and made one up anyway, one that no one wanted or had voted for. That’s democracy, that
         is.
      

      
      WORST US PRESIDENT

      
      George W. Bush is universally recognised as the worst US President of all time, largely due to his ‘shock and awe’ tactics.
         In his first term, there was shock at the speed with which he pissed away the sympathy for 9/11; in the second term, awe as
         he oversaw the total collapse of the world economy.
      

      
      MOST COMICAL PRIME MINISTERS

      
      In the post-war period, satire began in 1961 when, famously, Peter Cook became the first person to impersonate a living Prime
         Minister on stage. Before this, though, Prime Ministers still had amusing attributes – some more so than others.
      

      
      CLEMENT ATTLEE Elected in a landslide in 1945, he set up the NHS, nationalised a load of stuff and had the good fortune to live in an age
         when you weren’t allowed to make jokes about politics.
      

      
      WINSTON CHURCHILL Drank a lot. Chain-smoked. Refused to appear on television, which has kept his mystique going; your mental image of him will
         be from World War Two, when he was only in his 60s. By the time he was PM again in the 1950s, he was past his vote-by date,
         but no one dared to make jokes about him. This was not because he’d had a stroke in 1953 because that was kept secret. It
         was because people loved his funny car insurance ads.
      

      
      ANTHONY EDEN Replaced Churchill in 1955 and, like all non-elected Prime Ministers, was swiftly punished. The Suez Crisis finished him
         off fast.
      

      
      HAROLD MACMILLAN Doddery old aristocrat. Liked shooting grouse and watching the modern world pass by. Said ‘you’ve never had it so good’,
         but only after he’d nicked it from an American presidential campaign.
      

      
      ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME Replaced Macmillan after the Profumo crisis. Like all non-elected Prime Ministers, he was swiftly punished. Ousted the following
         year by …
      

      
      HAROLD WILSON Pipe-smoking, mac-wearing paranoid, convinced everyone was out to get him, including the BBC, MI5 and the press. Fortunately,
         he had Mike Yarwood to make him look lovable, when he wasn’t at all. He was a grumpy conspiracy theorist, and if he were alive
         today, he’d probably write a blog for the Daily Telegraph.
      

      
      EDWARD HEATH Possibly the most comical of all British Prime Ministers. He had a silly laugh, a funny voice, he played the organ, conducted
         orchestras, had a yacht and was a ‘confirmed bachelor’ who nevertheless managed to become Prime Minister. They don’t make ’em like that any more.
      

      
      JIM CALLAGHAN Genial ‘sunny Jim’, who has gone down in history as the man who flew back from holiday into strike-ridden Britain and said
         ‘Crisis? What crisis?’ He never, of course, said this at all; it was a Sun headline, nicked from the title of an album by Supertramp. What he actually said was: ‘I’m saying nothing to you bloody journalists,
         you’ll probably make something up based on the title of an album by some keyboard-based AOR band.’
      

      
      Anyway, like all non-elected Prime Ministers, he was fairly swiftly punished, losing at the next ballot to …

      
      MARGARET THATCHER Unlike Wilson and Heath, Thatcher did not inspire gentle mockery, but vitriolic hatred and an entire new genre of humour:
         ‘alternative comedy’. This replaced jokes about fat mothers-in-law and stupid Irishmen with new jokes about fat yuppies and
         stupid policemen. Was directly responsible for the rise of Ben Elton. (See MOST BAFFLINGLY SUCCESSFUL DREADFUL MUSICAL.)
      

      
      JOHN MAJOR A textbook example of how satire can get it totally wrong and still work. Major was depicted as grey, dull and humourless.
         He was, in fact, by all accounts rather witty and genial, and such was his gentlemanly charm that he had an affair with Edwina
         Currie. This was far funnier than anything the satirists ever invented about him, and I should know – I was one of them.
      

      
      TONY BLAIR In 1997 everyone wondered how the leftie clique of so-called comedians would deal with having a Labour Prime Minister, let
         alone one whom everybody adored and whose approval ratings were sky-high. Fortunately, they swiftly realised that Blair was a vapid, empty, pompous, policyless, shameless
         warmongering arse, and this made him much funnier. And that was before he started grovelling to Silvio Berlusconi (see POLITICIAN, WORLD’S FUNNIEST). Berlusconi is right-wing, rich and [allegedly] borderline dodgy – but he had a nice big house, which was much more important
         to a Labour Prime Minister.
      

      
      GORDON BROWN Like all non-elected Prime Ministers … let’s not go there. Or indeed, to Rochdale. It’s full of bigots, isn’t it, Gordon?
      

      
      DAVID CAMERON Ground-breaking in that he chose to work as half of a double act. It’s the old straight-man/straight-man routine.
      

      
      BIGGEST EROSIONS OF CIVIL LIBERTIES UNDER THE BLAIR / BROWN GOVERNMENT

      
      [image: image] Rendition flights for anyone fishing without a valid permit.
      

      
      [image: image] Waterboarding for anyone without a dog licence, but only if they’re a Muslim, as technically dog licences were discontinued
         in 1987.
      

      
      [image: image] If you try to rent a DVD from Blockbuster without having your membership card then you will be incarcerated without trial
         and then shot.
      

      
      MOST POWERFUL EVIL SENTIENT FORCE THAT WILL PROBABLY TAKE OVER THE WORLD AND ENSLAVE ALL OF MANKIND

      
      In reverse order of likeliness:

      
      5 The Borg from Star Trek

      
      4 Skynet from The Terminator

      
      3 Starbucks
      

      
      2 China
      

      
      1 Tesco
      

      
      BIGGEST MISTAKE BY LOW-RANKING GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

      
      Low-ranking government officials are always in trouble. Whenever a laptop containing sensitive information vital to national
         security is left on a train or in the back of a taxi, you can guarantee it’ll have been left there by a ‘low-ranking government
         official’. One has to wonder what a low-ranking government official is doing with such vitally sensitive information in the
         first place. They simply shouldn’t be given important things to take home. When I was at school, anyone considered to be a low-ranking child wasn’t even allowed to look after the guinea pig, and with good reason, so why don’t
         the government follow this simple precedent?
      

      
      The three biggest mistakes involving a low-ranking government official all occurred in 2008 when a junior civil servant left
         the then Work and Pensions Secretary Hazel Blears on a train; a worker at the Department of Culture, Media and Sport walked
         out of a bar leaving the site of the 2012 Olympic Stadium on a chair; the then Defence Secretary John Hutton left Big Ben
         in the back of a taxi after he’d been entrusted to take the clock home.
      

      
      The biggest mistake by a low-ranking child was made at Jon’s school by Paul Griffiths, aged eight, when he tried to clean
         the class guinea pig in his mum’s washing machine at the setting for 90° minimum iron. JH

      
      MOST POINTLESS INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION

      
      There are many inter-governmental organisations, among them the G8 (a forum for the group of eight most industrialised nations),
         the G20 (a meeting of finance ministers from the 19 most industrialised nations and the EU), and the G45 (a group of hypo-allergenic
         countries that can be used on areas of eczema, scratches or dry and flaking skin). However, from a recent poll of people who
         think it is a bit pointless having an organisation that claims to be united when actually the members can’t agree on anything,
         the most pointless inter-governmental organisation is the UNITED NATIONS. Set up in 1945 it may be the most ineffective organisation in human history, with the possible exception
         of Haringey Child Protection services.
      

      
      There is one part within the organisation that stands out as monumentally ineffective however, namely the Security Council.
         The Security Council, although sounding like the trade body for alarm companies, is actually responsible for maintaining world
         peace. Whoops! It has five permanent members, China, France, Russia, Great Britain and the United States, these being countries
         that didn’t lose WW2, and ten non-permanent members, rotated every two years on a regional basis, these being countries that
         are largely bitter and resentful at not being allowed to be there all the time but not big enough to start a war over it.
      

      
      Nothing at all has been decided at the United Nations, ever. Debates also take twice as long as they should because everyone
         has to listen to a simultaneous translation of what is being said, although frankly if I was in the Russian delegation debating
         whether to severely sanction pant-suited Elvis nut-job Kim Jong-il over his nuclear missile tests, when I knew that Russia
         had supplied him with most of his nuclear hardware in the first place, I wouldn’t bother to listen anyway.
      

      
      BEST METHOD OF CELEBRATING THE FOUNDING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

      
      The year 2004 saw the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome – the document which set up the pre-cursor to
         the pre-cursor of the European Union, the European Coal and Steel Community. German Chancellor Angela Merkel commissioned
         a birthday card, the wording of which was only revealed at the very last minute so that the other countries wouldn’t have
         a chance to veto it. And what did the continent that produced Cervantes, Balzac, Shakespeare, Goethe, Dante, Ibsen, Sven Hassel
         and the bloke who created Tintin come up with? Well, after much discussion the official birthday greeting turned out to be:
      

      
      Together. For 50 years.
      

      
      Yes. It took almost six countries to come up with nearly one word each. Each nation was also invited to celebrate the event.
         Britain typically didn’t bother, but across the rest of the Union they really let their imaginations run wild. Here are a
         few countries and their chosen method of celebration:*

      
      Belgium: A rock concert fronted by Kim Wilde

      
      She had a number one there apparently, although to be honest that isn’t really that much of an achievement. I’ve had one there
         too, the coach stopped there so we could all have one.
      

      
      Ireland: Special European-themed church services

      
      Presumably incorporating the following reading – ‘Jesus wanted to feed the 5,000, but could gather only five loaves and the
         two fishes left in the Sea of Galilee once the Spanish trawlers had finished with it. Luckily, there was a French farmer in
         the crowd and he’d been paid loads of money to grow far too much wheat, so in the end there was a loaf each. God bless the
         EU. Now if they could only force Bono to pay his tax.’
      

      
      Denmark: Every citizen was given a free bun

      
      Yes, that was what the founders dreamed of. A continent twice shattered by war, its soil drenched with the blood of its people,
         its great cathedrals lying in ruins, but they dared to dream that one day, one glorious day, there’d be free buns for all.
         They were, however, specially themed buns, designed to be ceremonially recalled when it was realised that they didn’t conform
         to the EU’s bun circumference directive.
      

      
      Luxembourg: Citizens were encouraged to go on a circular walk

      
      If you live in Luxembourg and like walking, a circular walk is pretty much all you can do anyway. If, for example, you ran
         a half-marathon you would end up in Belgium, and if there were too many of you it would count as an invasion, which might
         not have been the best way of celebrating European unity.
      

      
      Estonia: Trees were planted

      
      Big Leylandii along the border, to annoy Latvia

      
      Spain: Students built a giant puzzle of the 27 countries

      
      To start with they got it wrong, but realised when they found they had put Britain at the heart of Europe.

      
      Cyprus: Their European Union office had an open day What a celebration that was. Your chance to photocopy your arse on the taxpayer.
      

      
      Romania: Hosted an internet chat room

      
      Where unsuspecting children could be groomed by Europhiles.

      
      Slovenia: Held a parachute jump

      
      Unfortunately for those on the jump the decision to pull the cord had to be ratified by all 27 parachutists. Each parachutist
         could make the case for pulling, or not pulling, the cord, and these statements were then considered as part of an ongoing
         process, which they hoped would lead to a cord-pulling agreement within an 18-month period.
      

      
      MOST WORRYING ASPECT OF A GREATER EMPHASIS ON NUCLEAR POWER

      
      To satisfy the nation’s ever-increasing demand for electricity, while at the same time reducing carbon emissions, it is now
         planned to replace our coal- and gas-fired power stations with a new generation of nuclear reactors. This obviously raises
         many issues of public safety. We are told, however, that these dangers will be minimised by placing the new facilities in
         ‘remote rural areas where not many people live’.
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