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A guide to managing, editing, & displaying
photographs using your iPad


Ben Harvell & Rachael D’Cruze


I L E X




Think the little LCD on the back of your camera is useful? You haven’t seen anything yet. This book will show you how to put photography’s new essential piece of kit at the centre of your workflow, enabling you to bridge the gap between the camera and the internet by importing and uploading photos to the cloud, edit images on the road with the latest and most powerful apps, and organise and design your portfolio in a sleek and stylish package that will impress clients and present your work at its best. Novice or pro, the photographic uses of your iPad are endless, and this guide gives you everything you need to take full advantage of this powerful tool’s capabilities.


• Fully updated for the latest apps, retina screen, iPad mini, and iOS 6.


• Catch up or get left behind – fluency with an iPad is now an industry standard.


• A must-read for iPad-owning digital photographers everywhere.





INTRODUCTION


Photographers were always going to make a beeline for the iPad. It was inevitable. With its lustrous screen and portability, it was the obvious replacement for outdated and weighty traditional portfolios. The attraction doesn’t stop at jaw-dropping looks and perfect proportions though—the iPad is much more than a glorified digital photo frame. In fact, the iPad is a constantly developing platform, and through the apps available in the App Store, is far more than even that, as this book will show you.


The iPad will serve you well as a virtual assistant, a portable editing suite, social media hub and a high-end previewing tool and storage facility. When you consider how many functions the iPad can serve, it suddenly seems rather affordable. These pages aim to equip you with the knowledge you need to utilize all the opportunities your iPad makes available and in turn will save you time and money, as well as making your workflow more enjoyable.


The Ultimate Accessory


Viewing photos on the iPad is simply a magical experience—the ability to simply reach out, touch a photograph, move it around and smoothly zoom in and out of it gives a level of interaction that has simply changed how we look at images. While the principles behind a great shot will never change, new technology has undoubtedly changed the way we take, develop, edit, and of course view our images. The speed in which we take, process, edit, and share our images is truly staggering, with social networking now an import part of how photographers work, high speed internet connections pretty much everywhere, and more advanced software all contributing. The iPad is an important part of this and has quickly established itself as the ultimate accessory for the modern photographer. This book aims to show you just how useful the iPad is and we’ve even drafted in a gaggle of top professional photographers who show you how their iPads have improved their work.


All Bases Covered


Working as a freelance journalist and photographer for a range of newsstand magazines means that I, along with Ben Harvell who wrote the first edition of iPad For Photographers, have always had a vested professional interest in how the iPad can improve a creative working life. I simply couldn’t be without one now—mine wakes me up in the morning, organizes my day alerting me to meetings and deadlines and, when I’m out of my office, I use it for writing copy, editing photographs, and sharing behind-the-scenes pictures of any interesting magazine shoots I’m on. This book will show you everything from the basics of getting photos from your DSLR onto your iPad through to editing techniques and exploring applications that will improve your workflow. We’ll also explore Apple’s iCloud service, which is great for photographers who wish to both secure and share their data, as well as more sharing options and mobile internet uses.


Highly Recommended


iPad for Photographers recommends a range of apps within its pages—rest assured that these are they very best available on the market today and those that are paid-for apps won’t break the bank and are worth the investment, providing your iPad with far more options than it has in its default form. It’s worth noting, in case you’re new to apps, that once you’ve bought one, you’ll get regular free updates iPad so you can expect to see new features as you use them in your daily workflow.
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The range of photography apps constantly being released through the iTunes App Store means that the iPad is always evolving.





From sharing quick, behind-the-scenes shots to editing Raw images, iPad for Photographers has it covered.


[image: image]


[image: image]


As well as recommending a variety of apps, there’s also a dedicated section for essential accessories for iPad users. Be sure to take a look, all the products we’ve selected will either add additional features or improve your workflow and day-to-day usage. You’ll almost certainly want to invest in a case, whether you want something flashy to impress your clients or a military standard case to shield your device from the elements—after you’ll want to protect your most valuable photographic accessory.





1 THE BASICS





Just like a computer, at the core of the iPad is an operating system—underlying software that drives it, allowing other features and apps to work. The operating system is absolutely critical and without it the iPad wouldn’t work—a lot like the image sensor in your DSLR. The operating system provides the screens that let you switch between apps, but just as crucially it provides the tools apps need to access features of the iPad.


Apple regularly updates the software for operating systems and, usually, older systems can take advantage of many of the new features. For example, the latest operating system update, iOS 6, includes the full set of features provided by Siri, Apple’s own Maps app, seamless Facebook integration, and Sharing multiple PhotoStreams.


If you’re used to updating your camera software, this might all seem like old news—but you’d be surprised at how many people never update any software and end up missing out. Don’t make the mistake of activating your iPad then never connecting it to your computer again—you’ll miss out on free new features and security updates.


“The operating system is
absolutely critical and without
it the iPad wouldn’t work”
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Plug your iPad into your computer and you’ll see if a newer version of iPad software is available.


iOS updates


If you’re not sure what version of iOS you have, plug your iPad into your computer, then click “Summary” on your iPad screen, which iTunes will automatically load. Here you’ll see which version of iOS you’re running and you’ll be given the option of updating to iOS 6 if you haven’t got it yet—which you should do, as it’s brilliant! The only devise that doesn’t support an upgrade to iOS 6 is the first generation iPad. For the purposes of this book you’ll ideally be running iOS 6, but if not iOS 5.


Reach for the skies


iCloud is Apple’s innovative storage solution that not only stores your content but lets you access your music, photos, calendars, contacts, documents from whatever device you’re on: your phone, iPod, computer, or, of course, your iPad.


To use iCloud, Mac users need to make sure you are running OS X 10.7.4 or later. If you don’t have the latest version of OS X installed, you can purchase it directly from the Mac App Store. PC users need to have Windows Vista with Service Pack 2 or Windows 7 installed on their PC, need to download and install the iCloud Control Panel for Windows, available at www.apple.com/uk/icloud.
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Once you’ve clicked “Update,” you’ll see a screen that tells you what benefits you are getting from updating your iPad software—you simply read and click “Next.”


Like all network-based services, you’ll need an account and a password before you can get going. Once you’ve set that up on your computer, iPad and iPhone, if you have one, you’ll find it all works together seamlessly and will make your life so much easier.


The Photo Stream feature, which is part of iCloud, is particularly useful. You’ll be pleased to know it is not limited to the iPad’s built-in camera, so you’ll be able to transmit images from any app that uses the iPad’s, or iPhone’s Photo cataloging functions. Straight out of the box that includes the Photo Booth tool, but other great photo apps are also included.
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After you’ve connected your iPad for the first time and updated your software, iTunes will start to automatically check for updates for you.






SETTING UP





On the last few pages, we talked about some of the new technologies that the iPad puts into your hands. Now we’ll have a look at what you need to do to get going. We’ll start right from the beginning, as if you’d just acquired a shiny new iPad, but if you’ve already completed some of these steps, then skim through the text and jump in where you need to.
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When you switch on your iPad for the first time, you’ll be invited to select your language, where you live, then—if you do not already have one—the option to create an Apple ID. An Apple ID is a single account you can use across your devices (including iTunes on a PC or a Mac).


This is my first ever Apple device, and I’ve never used iTunes


Really? Well, welcome to the party, as they say. Actually you’ve got something of an advantage, as you’ll only need to set up one account, you won’t need to “migrate” any information from other accounts. You will be guided through the process, and can choose either to associate it with an email account you already have, or to take advantage of Apple’s free email service (with an @me.com address). It’s probably better to use your normal email address though, as your Apple ID will be associated with your credit card (or debit card) too, so you can make purchases.


I already use iTunes to buy music or apps


This might mean you’ve got an iPhone or iPod and use that to buy apps and music, or it might just mean your favorite online record store is iTunes for Windows. In any case, it means you’ve already got an Apple ID, so for the sake of convenience it would make sense to use that one. After all, the point of all the lovely cloudy connectivity is that we’re sharing data between our devices.


You’ll find your Apple ID at the top right of the window in iTunes, so you can copy this into your iPad and (if you’ve forgotten your password since setting the account up) there’s an amusingly named “iForgot” tool to put things right.





If you already use iTunes, your Apple ID is shown here in the top left of the display area when you’re browsing the iTunes Store. iPad Photo & Video
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Cloud services back home


Once you’ve got an Apple ID, you’re ready to buy, but there’s more to it than that. The Apple ID is also your link to iCloud services, and they work a whole lot better if your computer knows where to look.





[image: image]


iCloud


Creating an account with the iCloud service will allow you to use your iPad to its maximum potential.





On a Mac


[image: image]






	1


	In Mac OS X Lion or later (10.7+), open the System Preferences panel via the Apple symbol in the top left corner of your screen, and under the Internet & Wireless header, choose iCloud.
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	2


	Here you can connect your Apple ID to your iCloud account, and further, then sync up various other services to your iCloud.
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	3


	Whether you want to sync up all your contacts, notes, and so on is your personal choice, but I particularly recommend activating your Photo Stream, which will automatically push your photos to all your other synced devices.








On a PC
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	1


	If you use Windows, you’ll first need to go to www.apple.com/icloud and download the iCloud for Windows tool.
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	2


	Follow the on-screen instructions and either sign in with your Apple ID or create a new one. Then, when you see the settings screen, ensure that the Photo Stream button is checked (switched on).
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	3


	This creates two folders in the location of your choice (by default the Pictures folder), one which receives pictures from your iPad, and the other which sends them to it.











2 IMPORTING PHOTOS





Let’s face it—the iPad would be a nigh-on useless tool for the photographer without a way to add photos to the devise. Obviously, the built-in camera is one method and even though the 5MP cameras in the third and fourth generation iPads and the iPad mini are a vast improvement on the 0.7MP camera we saw in the iPad 2, they are still of camera phone quality. Great for quick behind the scenes shots for social media and the like but not for anything high quality. It’s a relief to know, then, that there are several ways in which your images from your cameras can be transferred to the iPad and accessed, either by way of the built-in Photos app or through third-party photo applications. Methods include Wi-Fi and USB connections from your computer to iPad or a dedicated iPad card reader that takes both SD and CF cards, to cut out the need to use your computer. If you’re planning to use the iPad as a review or editing tool it makes sense to hold of a card reader from the offset—you’ll find you need to take your laptop out in the field, or on trips, very rarely.


Before you leap in transferring your photos to the iPad, you need to consider how much storage capacity you have. If you’ve opted for a 16GB and plan on copying over RAW files or even large-format JPEGs you will find your iPad fills up pretty quickly. If you haven’t yet purchased your iPad, go for a 32GB or 64GB model.


“there are several ways in which
your images from your cameras
can be transferred to the iPad”


The Settings app on the iPad home screen will show you will show you how much space you have available. This view lists all of the media present on your devise and also gives a reading of the capacity and available capacity for the drive—very handy indeed. Over the page you’ll find a tutorial, which shows you exactly how to do this.


As soon as you’ve checked your capacity you’ll notice your iPad didn’t quite have the space detailed by Apple to begin with. The 16, 32 or 64GB capacity listed for iPad models doesn’t include the system software or pre-installed apps that your iPad comes with, and needs to work properly, so you never actually have access to the full amount. So, the best idea is to forget about the claimed storage capacity and focus instead on real information you access on your iPad, or you’ll likely end up with annoying error messages explaining that not all of your images could be transferred.


Another way to view the available space on your iPad is to connect it to your computer, via USB. Once connected, you can access the iPad through iTunes, where a colored bar shows you how much space is available and what types of file are currently using the capacity. This makes life a lot easier when you need to move or delete unnecessary files to make room for your photographs. Just like on your computer, but at a more critical level due to the much smaller capacity, cleaning out unwanted files can save you valuable space, as can moving photos to Apple’s iCloud.
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Photographers get the most from the iPad when they combine the iPad’s built-in storage space with a web-based facility, leaving you far more flexible when it comes to accessing and sharing your images. Many of the photographers we spoke to when putting together this book said they stored priority pictures on the iPad, and other shots on the web. Our favorite free web storing and sharing solution is DropBox, and is explained in detail at the end of this chapter.
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SPACE AVAILABLE ON YOUR iPAD





Find out how much space is available on your iPad
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	1


	From the iPad’s home screen, tap on the Settings app to launch it. Now tap on the General button.
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	2


	From the list on the right of the General Settings screen, tap on About to find out more information regarding your iPad. The screen reveals how much of a type of media is on your iPad, the capacity of your device, and the available space. You’re also shown how much space you have left in your iCloud backup space.











See what’s taking up iPad space using iTunes
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	1


	Start by connecting your iPad to your computer using the USB cable supplied with your device. If it hasn’t launched automatically, load iTunes and select your iPad from the source panel on the left-hand side of the interface.
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	2


	The screen that appears in the main iTunes window features a colored bar that shows the capacity being used by the different types of media on your device as well as the amount of free space.












TRANSFERRING FROM A CAMERA





Transferring photos from a camera


It’s nothing new to be able to move pictures you’ve taken from a camera to a computer, and we’re all used to this very simple process. The iPad is a different beast, however, and therefore does not offer the USB ports that allow for the direct transfer of photos from a camera to a hard drive. While most people would be content to transfer pictures from their camera to their computer and then sync them to their iPad, this doesn’t necessarily work for the photographer, especially if they find themselves working in the field without a computer present. Luckily, Apple offers a way to skip the computer step with its Camera Connection Kit, which allows photos to be added to the iPad through a USB connection to the camera, or direct from an SD card. The iPad supports standard photo formats including JPEG and Raw files, so compatibility shouldn’t be an issue, either.


Using the USB


The kit comes in two parts. One adapter connects to the dock connector port at the bottom of the iPad and then connects by way of a USB cable to a camera, while the second adapter allows for an SD card to be inserted and read through the connection kit. Once either of the two adapters are connected, the iPad’s Photos app launches and shows all available images on the iPad’s screen. You are then free to pick the images you want to import up to the size of your iPad’s available space. When images are imported from a camera they are automatically organized into albums based on the metadata in each photograph. These images are then stored on the iPad, leaving you free to empty your camera’s memory card and carry on shooting. This is an extremely handy feature if you’re taking many shots or only have a small-capacity memory card to hand.
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