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  Chapter One




  Baby Steps












  Like Marilyn Monroe, Winona Ryder and Angelina Jolie before her, Lindsay Lohan’s name is recognisable even if you have never seen one of her movies. She may be

  just twenty-five years old, but thanks to tabloid newspapers and gossip magazines, her name is known the world over, her face instantly recognisable. Headlines would make you believe she is just

  another child star who has gone off the rails, as many have before, from Judy Garland to Tatum O’Neal, and Gary Coleman to Edward Furlong, but there is so much more to know about this

  talented actress who, while beset with problems in her personal life, has continued to deliver interesting performances as both a child and an adult actor.




  This is an actress who, at the age of just eleven, delivered not one but two endearing performances as twin sisters in The Parent Trap. This is a girl who held her own alongside skilled

  comedic actress Jamie Lee Curtis in Freaky Friday, aged seventeen, and who delivered a star turn a year later in one of the best teen movies in a decade, Mean Girls. She was the

  youngest-ever host of the MTV Movie Awards in 2004, and had even scored a Top Ten hit on the Billboard charts that same year with her debut album as a singer. And she was still only

  eighteen. She’s designed a fashion range, and won acclaim for her comedy performance as a guest star in the TV series Ugly Betty. Not bad for a girl that the press would have you

  believe is a disaster waiting to happen.




  Of course, Lindsay’s troubles – broken relationships, arrests, court appearances – just add to the mystique of this unique young woman. She’s shown us her human side in

  interviews discussing her life so far, and has admitted to stumbles along her road to recovery. A mass of contradictions – she’s a movie star who’s admitted she didn’t set

  out to be famous; a comedic actress who’s just as skilled in drama; a smart woman who wants to be more than just another Hollywood cautionary tale – Lindsay Lohan has the potential to

  be as iconic as her idol, Marilyn Monroe, and a star who will survive and have a long career ahead of her, too, if she can be strong enough to free herself from her current troubles.




  The story of this red-haired, fascinating, headline-grabbing star begins on 2 July 1986, when Lindsay Dee Lohan was born in New York to mother Donata ‘Dina’ Sullivan and father

  Michael Lohan. The personalities of her parents perhaps go a long way to explaining the life Lindsay lives today. Mum Dina was born in 1962 in New York, and claims to be a former singer and dancer

  – she has said in interviews that she was one of the famous Radio City Music Hall Rockette dancers. However, in 2007 the New York Post decided to investigate her claims, and reported that

  Cablevision, who owns Radio City, has no record of a Dina or Donata Sullivan or Lohan having been employed there. ‘It’s like claiming to have a degree from Harvard when you don’t.

  It’s a big deal to be a Rockette,’ a source at the theatre told the Post’s Page Six (their famous gossip column). Dina did study ballet and acting while at Sanford H. Calhoun High

  School in Merrick, New York State, and at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts at New York University, but according to Boulevard magazine, she also learned about Wall Street trading while acting

  on stage. ‘I had friends who were traders, and I was intrigued how the entire business worked,’ she told the magazine in 2006. ‘While I was working in theatre, I just learned as

  much as I could about both industries in those years. It was great training for everything I am doing now, and I am in a position to help my children with their careers.’




  Michael, meanwhile, had grown up in Rhode Island, and had been raised in a wealthy household, thanks to his family’s multimillion-dollar pasta-making business. By the age of twenty, he had

  left the family company and was a Wall Street financial trader in his own right. ‘I was the youngest trader on the floor of the commodity exchange,’ he told Spencer Morgan from the

  New York Observer in a 2007 interview. ‘And by the time I was twenty-five I had four seats on the exchange.’ A young man with money to burn – he told Morgan he had owned a

  Ferrari 308 GTSI (like the one Tom Selleck drove in Magnum PI) but drove it off a twenty-six-foot cliff in Massachusetts, escaping with concussion – Lohan was quite the catch when he

  met young Dina in December 1984 in the department store Bloomingdale’s, where she worked on a make-up counter. The couple began dating, and were married on 2 November 1985.




  Eight months later, Lindsay was born. Her earliest years were spent in the village of Laurel Hollow, on the western shore of Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island. A former whaling village, Cold

  Spring Harbor has become a pretty resort peppered with tasteful hotels, and is part of a very affluent area outside New York City – Louis Comfort Tiffany, the son of the creator of the

  world’s most famous jewellery store, had an estate in the area, and it is also home to the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, a medical research facility that has boasted eight Nobel laureates

  among its resident scientists over the years. It’s a picture-postcard part of North Eastern coastal America, with a population of less than 5,000, an acclaimed local school and a picturesque

  main street filled with little museums and shops. Dubbed ‘Gatsby Country’ by visitors, due to its wealthy residents, beautiful scenery and lavish estates that look like the models for

  the homes in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic novel The Great Gatsby, it must have been an idyllic place to grow up.




  A year after Lindsay was born, Dina gave birth to a son, Michael Douglas Jr. Both children were raised as Catholics – Michael Sr’s parents were Irish Catholics originally from

  Galway, and Dina also had a Christian upbringing – first in a house in Cold Spring Harbor, and then in neighbouring Merrick, where she had grown up.




  It wasn’t long before Lindsay took her first steps on the road to fame. In 1989, while other toddlers were moulding Play-Doh and playing with dolls, she – at the age of just three

  – was signed to the prestigious Ford Modeling Agency as a child model, after being spotted by one of their agents. It was an impressive start to her career. Ford Models (as it is now known)

  has been one of the top modelling agencies in New York since 1946, when it was set up by Eileen and Gerard Ford. Famous models and actresses who have been signed to Ford include Jerry Hall,

  Courteney Cox, Twiggy, Christie Brinkley, Elle Macpherson, Christy Turlington and Sharon Stone. Based on Fifth Avenue, the agency is highly respected and represents over 2,500 models worldwide. In

  signing Lindsay, they got their first red-haired child model. ‘She was reputedly the first redhead that Ford had ever hired,’ Michael Fleeman of People magazine told CNN in an

  interview about Lindsay’s career. ‘And she was only three years old. So before she could barely even speak entire sentences, she was in show business.’




  A contract with Toys R Us soon followed, with Lindsay becoming the face of the toy store in the US, appearing in more than a hundred print advertisements for them. Other modelling jobs included

  Abercrombie Kids and Calvin Klein Kids, and in-demand Lindsay may have missed out on some of the everyday parts of childhood for work. ‘She wouldn’t want to go to the birthday parties.

  She would want to go to the photo shoot,’ Dina Lohan told CNN about Lindsay’s early career. Meanwhile, Lindsay’s uncle, Paul Sullivan, commented in an interview with Vanity

  Fair magazine in 2010: ‘Lindsay was doing so much, even at three years old. She did several commercials: Sears, Burger King, Jell-O. Dina was great at going door-to-door to

  auditions.’




  But while Lindsay was busy working as a child model, things were not going so well at home. When she was just three, her parents separated, only to reunite and carry on a tempestuous marriage.

  ‘It got to the point where my father would not come home for a few days,’ Lindsay told Vanity Fair in early 2006. ‘He would come home three days later and be very angry,

  and we’d be walking on eggshells. It would be a very tense, scary household.’




  In 1990, before his daughter turned five, Michael Lohan was investigated for insider-trading. There had been a previous charge of fraud in 1987 that restricted his financial dealings, but

  Michael had continued to trade and it was decided that he be charged with criminal contempt. The court stated: ‘Fraudulently and deceitfully the defendant (Michael Lohan) changed his name to

  Desiderio and changed his corporation to Donateco, Inc., and set up a commodity futures sales office in Florida employing four to six sales persons who made between 750 and 1,000 or more cold

  canvas calls, soliciting potential investors to invest a minimum of $3,000 each through Donateco, Inc. Each such solicitation was a fraudulent and deceitful violation of the Court’s

  order.’ In other words, Michael had been told not to trade back in 1987, but instead he had set up a company in another name and carried on. He was sentenced to thirty-seven months in prison,

  followed by a period of five years’ probation, and given a $200,000 fine.




  He was sent to Nassau County Jail to serve his sentence. The Correctional Center, to give it its official name, is set in the small town of East Meadow in New York State, less than twenty miles

  from the Lohan home, but Lindsay’s mum Dina decided not to let the children visit, or even know their father was in prison. In an August 2004 interview with Rolling Stone

  magazine, Lindsay revealed what she had been told. ‘My mom just said, “Dad’s working. He’s away. He’s busy.” I finally figured it out. I was like, “Mom,

  I’m not an idiot.”’




  Indeed, it seems a young Lindsay was the one who kept the family together. ‘Lindsay was my eldest, so she was my caretaker and she dealt with a lot of really hard situations as a little

  girl,’ Dina told Harper’s Bazaar in 2007. She also became the family breadwinner, graduating from print advertisements to better-paying TV commercials and appearances, including

  a comedy sketch on the David Letterman Show when she was seven (playing a piece of garbage!) and TV ads for Pizza Hut, Wendy’s and, most famously, grape-flavoured Jell-O with comedian

  Bill Cosby.




  The family also moved to Dina’s hometown of Merrick while Michael was in prison. It wasn’t that far from where they had lived before, but it is a less affluent area. Vanity

  Fair sent journalist Jessica Pilot there in 2010, and she described the town thus: ‘No one aspires to live in Merrick. The 5.2 square-mile hamlet is made up of mostly single-family tract

  homes ... and an array of strip malls colonised by national chains.’




  Named after the Meroke Indian tribe who were indigenous to the area, it’s a peaceful place where people keep to themselves. ‘Merrick is a good neighbourhood to raise a family

  in,’ a local postman told Pilot. Nicole, a childhood friend of Lindsay’s, told the Vanity Fair reporter: ‘Lindsay is not anything but a gifted and humble girl from Merrick.

  It’s a really quiet town to grow up in – it’s not like LA, where there’s heavy partying and a whole lot to do. Everyone kind of knows everyone, and Lindsay was more

  embarrassed than conceited about her good fortune [when she started modelling and acting].’




  Following on from her modelling successes, the next step naturally seemed to be to win an acting role in a TV series or movie. Lindsay went on a series of auditions and eventually, in 1996, won

  the part of Alli Fowler in the long-running daytime soap Another World. The soap first aired back in 1964 and ran for a remarkable thirty-five years, launching the careers of actors

  including Ray Liotta, Anne Heche, Frasier’s Kelsey Grammer, Morgan Freeman, Brad Pitt and Luke Perry. Set in the fictional town of Bay City, it followed the lives and loves of the

  Matthews family and their friends and neighbours. It was the first American TV show to feature an abortion, and it became a ratings hit in the 1970s following a love-triangle storyline, a

  helicopter crash and a few murders along the way. By the time Lindsay joined the series, it was past its peak but still popular with loyal fans, who tuned in every weekday to see what would happen

  next.




  It was a great role for a young actress, and Lindsay played Alli for a year, only being tempted away from the security of a regular TV role when something far more exciting came her way...




  
 





  





  Chapter Two




  The Magic of Disney








 



  For six months, producers at Disney had been looking for a sweet, talented young actress to play a special role in their upcoming remake of the 1961 family comedy The

  Parent Trap. The part was special not just because it was the lead role – it was notable because it was, in fact, two lead roles, as the actress who was hired would be playing

  identical twins, separated as babies when their parents split (one twin living with their dad, the other with their mum, each unaware the other existed).




  In the original movie, British actress Hayley Mills played the dual role of twins who meet at summer camp and discover they are sisters. Mills was fifteen years old when the film was made, and

  her characters were cheeky teenagers, but when Disney decided to remake the movie in the 1990s, they thought it would be cuter to have pre-teens in the lead roles. Director Nancy Meyers, best known

  for the hit movies What Women Want and It’s Complicated, knew exactly the kind of young actress she was looking for. ‘I’m looking for a little Diane Keaton . . .

  Diane is so alive on screen, and that’s what I want from the actress in these parts.’ Her team scoured Boston, Chicago, Minneapolis, Atlanta, Vancouver, Toronto and London looking for

  the right girl for the role, and also held open-call auditions (when anyone, not just working actors, can turn up and try out) in New York and Los Angeles.




  The girl they chose was, of course, a red-haired, freckled eleven-year-old named Lindsay Lohan. ‘I saw Lindsay on a tape made in New York, and thought she was just electric,’

  remembered Nancy Meyers in a behind-the-scenes interview made for the movie’s release.




  Veteran casting director Ilene Starger remembered the audition to Vanity Fair: ‘Lindsay was like a diamond in the rough,’ she said. ‘Incredibly unique, and very winsome.

  She was charming and original, with an adorable, but real, look. She had red hair, which was somewhat untamed. She had freckles. She had expressive, laughing eyes, a great grin and an authentic

  Long Island accent. She had maturity beyond her years, but she was a kid, in the best sense.’




  When Lindsay got the phone call telling her she had won the part, ‘I started jumping up and down on the bed in my hotel room and I called all my friends. It was so exciting because I never

  thought that day would come.’ In an online interview at the time, she also talked about how she would juggle acting with school. ‘I like creative writing because I like to write, and I

  want to grow up and write and go to college and then do what I have to do with acting.’ To keep her schoolwork up to scratch, a tutor was hired to help Lindsay during the moments she

  wasn’t filming. That didn’t mean fun wasn’t had on set – Meyers made sure there were games and music in between takes, and Lindsay’s entire family, including her

  brothers and sister, were also there during much of the filming (younger brother Michael had a small role as a boy lost at camp, while sister Ali, brother Dakota and mum Dina had walk-on parts in

  an airport scene).




  At such a young age, Lindsay seemed very grounded about her burgeoning career. Not many pre-teen girls would have been so calm and well adjusted about acting in a Hollywood movie alongside

  acclaimed actors Dennis Quaid and Natasha Richardson, but Lindsay worked hard and delivered two terrific performances as twins Hallie Parker and Annie James. ‘I love to act,’ she said

  at the time. ‘And when I grow up, I’d like to study acting and have a career like Jodie Foster’s.’ She loved working with her adult co-stars, too. ‘He’s so

  happy,’ she said of Dennis Quaid in a behind-the-scenes interview. ‘Even if he’s had the worst day, he makes everyone happy. He’s so much fun.’ And, talking about

  Natasha Richardson, she added, ‘She’s so sweet and kind.’ Sadly, talented dramatic and comedic actress Natasha died in a skiing accident in 2009.




  The plot was fun, and a perfect Disney family film. Nick Parker (Quaid) and Elizabeth James (Richardson) meet and marry in a whirlwind romance aboard the QEII. Elizabeth gives birth to

  twins, but the couple divorce soon after, and each agrees to take one of the children, meaning Nick is raising Hallie in Napa Valley, California, where he becomes a successful wine grower, while

  Elizabeth returns to London with Annie, where she works as a wedding-dress designer.




  By chance, a decade later they both send their daughters to the same summer camp, and it is there that Hallie and Annie finally meet. At first they are enemies, pulling pranks on each other, but

  after one goes wrong the pair are sent to a cabin at the camp together as punishment, and it is while they are there that they figure out they are twin sisters. They also hatch a plan to switch

  places at the end of the summer, so that Hallie can finally meet her mother and grandmother in London, while Annie will get to spend time with the father she has never known.




  Of course, once they make the secret switch, things get complicated. Annie discovers their dad Nick is going to marry gold-digger fiancée Meredith (Elaine Hendrix), so she calls Hallie

  and tells her to come back to America with their mother to help break up the engagement. By this time, everyone else in the two families, such as Elizabeth’s mother and Nick’s

  housekeeper, have figured out who Hallie and Annie really are, even though their own parents remain blissfully unaware, so they all get involved in the girls’ scheme to break up Nick’s

  relationship and get him and Elizabeth back together.




  Director Nancy Meyers was full of praise for her young leading lady, as she told journalist Amy Dawes. ‘Lindsay was a real find. She was absolutely great; she played those two parts with a

  real clear delineation, not mixing up her characters. I remember at the end of the first preview, [Disney boss] Michael Eisner was standing by the candy counter in the theater and he said to me,

  “You’re so lucky, because in the original we had just one kid. You were so lucky to find these girls.”’




  She also described the atmosphere on set, in an interview with Vanity Fair. ‘She was fun,’ Meyers said about Lindsay. ‘She would come into my trailer, and she and my

  daughter would play really loud music and dance like crazy.’




  Released on 31 July 1998 in the US, the film was a critical and box-office hit, making just under $100 million worldwide. Ruthe Stein of the San Francisco Chronicle called the film

  ‘hugely entertaining and more relevant than most family entertainment’, while Time Out magazine said: ‘The light comedy is sweetly timed, the direction smart and

  assured’. And Lindsay was singled out for praise for her performance as the twins. ‘Lindsay Lohan has command of flawless British and American accents, and also uses slightly flawed

  ones for when the girls are playing each other,’ wrote acclaimed critic Roger Ebert. ‘What she has all the time is the same kind of sunny charm Hayley Mills projected, and a sense of

  mischief that makes us halfway believe in the twins’ scheme.’




  Entertainment Weekly magazine applauded her, too. ‘Responsibility for making this Trap tender rests heaviest on the bird-size shoulders of auburn-haired, freckle-faced Lohan, now

  eleven, who won the unenviable job of making us forget about Hayley Mills – at least temporarily. The natural, pleasurable 1990s hipness this newcomer brings to her assignment is therefore

  all the more impressive.’




  Meanwhile, Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times wrote that ‘The Parent Trap can’t be imagined without its eleven-year-old redheaded star, Lindsay Lohan. Her bright

  spirit and impish smile make for an immensely likeable young person we take to our hearts almost at once. Lohan’s the soul of this film as much as Hayley Mills was of the original, and, aided

  by a gift for accent and considerably improved technology, she is more adept than her predecessor at creating two distinct personalities for the unknowing twin sisters who meet at Camp Walden in

  Moose Lake, Maine.’ Janet Maslin of the New York Times, meanwhile, commented: ‘[Lindsay Lohan] plays the dual role with apparent effortlessness, and with so much forcefulness

  that she seems to have been taking shrinking violet lessons from Sharon Stone. Trading off English and American accents, and flouncing through about as many costume changes as there were in

  Evita, Ms Lohan easily makes it credible that the two girls could switch places and hornswoggle their credulous parents.’




  There was more praise to come for young Lindsay. She was nominated for a Young Artist award at the 20th Annual Youth In Film Awards in the category Best Performance In A Feature Film By A

  Leading Young Actress. Her fellow nominees included Kirsten Dunst for Small Soldiers, Scarlett Johansson for The Horse Whisperer and Jennifer Love Hewitt for Can’t Hardly

  Wait. Lindsay won the award jointly, along with Jena Malone for Stepmom at an award ceremony that took place on 6 March 1999 in Studio City, California.




  The Young Artist Foundation is a non-profit organisation founded in 1978 to recognise and award excellence in young performers, and to provide scholarships for young artists who may be

  physically or financially challenged. Among the winners over the years have been some impressive young actors, including Haley Joel Osment for The Sixth Sense, Emma Watson for Harry

  Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone and Lucas Black for Sling Blade, so it was a prestigious award for Lindsay to receive, especially for her first movie performance.




  The powers that be at Disney soon realised what a talent they had found, and decided to offer Lindsay a three-movie contract. While in the golden era of Hollywood, offering a young star a

  contract to make more than one movie was commonplace (Judy Garland, Jane Russell and Cary Grant all signed deals tying them to a specific studio), in the 1990s such a deal was unusual, and the fact

  that the deal was with Disney made it all the more special.




  Founded in 1923 by brothers Roy and Walt Disney, The Walt Disney Company (as it is now known) began in their uncle Robert Disney’s garage, where Walt worked on making animated shorts to be

  shown at cinemas. By 1928, Walt and animator Ub Iwerks had created a certain character to be named Mickey Mouse, and their first sound film to feature him, Steamboat Willie, was released in

  November of that year. Just six years later, Walt Disney and his team began production on their first feature-length animated movie, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. The movie took three

  years to make, and was released in 1937 to worldwide acclaim (the movie even won a special honorary Academy Award). It was the first of many terrific Disney animated movies that included

  Pinocchio, Bambi, Fantasia and Dumbo in the early 1940s and, following the Second World War, live action family movies such as Song of the South.




  Disney became known as a company that aimed many of their products at children and families, be it the Disney theme parks (Disneyland in California opened in 1955), the TV shows (such as The

  Mickey Mouse Club) or the animated and live-action movies. Over the next few decades, the studio would release such classics as Lady and the Tramp, Sleeping Beauty, Mary

  Poppins, Pollyanna (starring Hayley Mills, who had her own contract with the studio) and The Love Bug, and while Walt died in 1966 and his brother Roy five years later, the

  company continued making family-oriented movies such as Freaky Friday and The Rescuers. The Parent Trap was a typically Disney movie for all ages, and the company acknowledged that

  much of its success was down to its star, and recognised that Lindsay could become the face of their popular family films.




  The only problem was that Lindsay’s home life didn’t necessarily fit the Disney ideal. The Disney name is associated with its family-friendly movies and squeaky-clean theme parks

  (for many years they wouldn’t even allow their male employees at the parks to have beards!), yet their new star’s father had completed a prison sentence, and he and Dina had separated

  more than once during their volatile marriage. Michael did state, in an interview with the New York Observer in 2007 that he felt he was a good influence on his children as they were growing

  up. ‘I read the Bible to the kids every day,’ he said to reporter Spencer Morgan, ‘and we’d pray on the way to school every morning. I had a Lotus, and Michael and Lindsay

  would cram in the front seat, sit on each other’s lap with the seat belt on, and we would pray. And they were only in junior high school.’




  Unfortunately, some of Michael’s best intentions backfired. The rules of his probation meant he couldn’t leave their home state, but he travelled to California in 1997 while Lindsay

  was filming The Parent Trap after she had been hospitalised following an asthma attack. He was arrested for violating his parole, and sentenced to another year in jail. This was another blow

  to the family, especially since Michael and Dina had had two more children, Aliana (born on 22 December 1993) and Dakota (also known as Cody, born on 16 June 1996), and his absence meant that Dina

  was now raising not two, but four young children alone.




  ‘I feel like a second parent in the sense that I helped raise my family,’ Lindsay told Allure magazine in 2007 about her childhood at that time. ‘And I was put between

  my mother and father a lot. Well, I would put myself between them to try and keep the peace, and I felt good doing that.’




  As well as working on her acting career, Lindsay had school to focus on. She attended Calhoun High School in Merrick and Cold Spring Harbor High School up to the eleventh grade, leaving when she

  was 16. One of Newsweek magazine’s top 1,200 high schools in the US (it was ranked at number fifty-two), Cold Spring Harbor High is a small school by American standards, with just over

  1,000 students, many of whom are high academic achievers. The school prides itself on its curriculum and standards, mentioning on its website that ‘typically, 95 per cent of each year’s

  graduating class attends college’.




  It was there Lindsay excelled in her subjects, and made friends with her fellow students. ‘I made it a point to get along with everyone because if you’re an actress, people assume

  that you think you’re better than everyone else. I wanted to make sure that people had no reason to think that about me,’ she told Lynda Obst of Interview magazine. For the first

  few years of high school, Lindsay successfully managed to juggle school with her new film career. ‘My family – especially my mother – were very stern about the fact that they

  wanted me in school,’ Lindsay told CNN about those years. ‘To experience going through high school and have an education. You know, grow up with friends and go through all of that, and

  you know, have normal experiences. And I’ve always had that.’ Following her appearance in The Parent Trap, Lindsay took a break from acting so she could concentrate on her

  studies. ‘It was a gamble for me as a mom,’ Dina Lohan told London’s Observer’s Gill Pringle in 2004, ‘because I didn’t want her to grow up hating me. But

  if she’d stayed in Hollywood, she’d be a nightmare by now. Kids need boundaries.’




  One of Lindsay’s old school friends remembered what life was like for Lindsay at this time. Interviewed by Vanity Fair, Jennifer (who did not want to give the magazine her last

  name), said: ‘It was really hard for her to feel normal around us because she was already making a name for herself, while the rest of us were just kids, figuring it all out. She never really

  got to fuck up, or go through the normal stages of fucking up, that we did. I don’t even think she went through an awkward stage. She was always this stage-ready kind of phenomenon, and that

  intimidated people, or at least, it made me self-aware.’




  After almost two years’ break, when Lindsay was thirteen, she and Dina then chose a second project for Disney, which would only take her away from school for three weeks, beginning in

  October 1999. It was a TV movie called Life-Size, co-starring model, actress and TV presenter Tyra Banks. Filmed in Vancouver, Canada, the movie is a fun comic fantasy that follows the

  adventures of young Casey Stuart (Lohan). A tomboy who plays on the school football team, Casey has kept to herself since her mother died, so when she discovers a magic spell book, she decides to

  resurrect her mum to make everything all right again. Something goes wrong, of course, and instead of bringing her mum back to life, Casey accidentally breathes life into her Barbie-like doll, Eve

  (Banks). Eve’s thrilled to be alive, but Casey realises she has to reverse the spell – the only trouble is, she needs the second volume of the magic book to do so.




  When filming finished, Lindsay returned to school, but it was not long before she was offered another role – that of Bette Midler’s daughter Rose in a new sitcom called Bette.

  The comedy series featured the famous singer and actress playing a version of herself, a celebrity adored by her fans who lives in a luxurious Los Angeles home with her husband Roy, a college

  history professor, and their thirteen-year-old daughter, who is unfazed by her mother’s massive celebrity. Kevin Dunn played Roy, and the cast also included such talents as Joanna Gleason as

  Bette’s manager and British actor James Dreyfus as her musical director, while friends of Bette Midler’s also appeared playing themselves, including Danny DeVito, Tony Danza, Oprah

  Winfrey, Tim Curry, Dolly Parton and Olivia Newton-John.




  The pilot episode was filmed at the beginning of 2000 in New York, a location that worked perfectly for Lindsay since her school was only an hour away. But as much as she wanted to continue the

  role, after the pilot was completed the producers decided to relocate to Los Angeles when they filmed the actual series. Not wanting to move across the country, Lindsay sadly pulled out and another

  actress, Marina Malota, was brought in to replace her. Eighteen episodes were made without Lindsay before the series was cancelled.




  Lindsay had lots to keep her busy, however, including school and another TV movie for Disney that began filming in May 2001. The movie was called Get A Clue, and Lindsay stars as Lexy

  Gold, a young Manhattan socialite who prides herself on getting the scoop for her school newspaper’s gossip column. All of her investigative powers are needed when her teacher, Mr Walker (Ian

  Gomez) goes missing, and she decides to find out what has happened to him with the help of her friends Jack, Jen and Gabe.




  Filmed in Toronto and New York, the TV movie was the final film in Lindsay’s three-movie Disney contract. At just fifteen years old, she had a box-office smash under her belt and was

  regularly mentioned in articles as one of Hollywood’s new crop of fresh-faced stars. Super-stardom was on the horizon, but trouble was also brewing ...




  
 









  Chapter Three




  Teenage Dreams












  As many a Hollywood star will tell you, once you make it big in the city of dreams, people line up trying to find a way to bring you back down to earth, and child stars

  like Lindsay are not excluded because of their age. The paparazzi have no qualms about chasing a famous kid down the street, nor do gossip columns refrain from writing about those first awkward

  teen romances that the rest of us get to suffer through in private. Zac Efron and Vanessa Hudgens, Justin Timberlake and Britney Spears, Jessica Simpson and Nick Lachey all learned the hard way

  that, once you’re famous, nothing is off limits to the press.




  Lindsay learned the same lesson when she was just sixteen. Having exchanged regular schooling for a private tutor, she and her family began to spend more time in Los Angeles as acting offers

  came flooding in. It was during this time that Lindsay met young star Aaron Carter and, in January 2002, the pair started dating. The only problem was, he already had a girlfriend – teen star

  Hilary Duff.




  Carter was no stranger to fame himself. The younger brother of Backstreet Boys band member Nick Carter, Aaron and his twin sister Angel were born in Tampa, Florida on 7 December 1987 to Jane and

  Robert Carter. The couple already had three children (as well as stepdaughter Ginger from Robert’s first marriage): Nick (born in 1980), Bobbie Jean (born 1982) and Leslie (born 1986). Like

  Lindsay, Aaron started on the road to fame at an early age, following in the footsteps of his famous brother. He was performing at the age of six, the lead singer in a local band: ‘I was in a

  rock band that was horrible, called Dead End. The name kind of described us,’ he told the US TV station PBS Kids. ‘People liked us; we would go and perform at coffee houses and stuff. I

  was always off-key, and the band was always off-key. They would always mess up – drop their guitars right on stage. I would be head-banging. I had long hair. It was fun, though. I enjoyed

  it.’




  He made his first appearance in front of a large crowd three years later, aged just nine, performing The Jets’ pop hit ‘Crush On You’ before the Backstreet Boys came on stage

  at a gig in Berlin in 1997. Aaron’s first album was released later that year in Europe and in 1998 in the US, and he went on to contribute music to the soundtracks of hit movies such as

  Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius and The Princess Diaries, before releasing a second album in 2000 called Aaron’s Party (Come And Get It). Selling more than 1.5 million copies in

  the US alone, the album made him a star, and he even got his own action figure to tie in with his third album, Oh Aaron, in March 2002. Not bad for a fourteen-year-old!




  An avid sportsman, from an early age Aaron had played soccer, basketball, baseball and American football, as well as taking part in motocross bike racing (‘I race professionally,’ he

  told Disney magazine in 2001. ‘That’s basically what I do with my free time. If I weren’t a singer, that’s what I’d want to be.’) He had also taken up

  weightlifting by the time he was fourteen, and become a teen pin-up and part-time actor, appearing in an episode of Sabrina the Teenage Witch, and also the hit series Lizzie McGuire,

  starring Hilary Duff.




  Aaron and Hilary soon became an item, following the filming of the Lizzie McGuire Christmas episode. But Aaron later admitted he wasn’t the best boyfriend . . . which is where

  Lindsay came in. ‘I started dating Hilary on my thirteenth birthday,’ he said when he appeared on the chat show The Big Idea With Donny Deutsch in 2005. ‘I was dating her

  for, like, a year and a half and then I just got a little bored, so I went and started getting to know Lindsay, dating Lindsay. Then I didn’t want to do that any more, so I got back with

  Hilary. And then I ended up cheating on Hilary with her best friend. That’s nothing to smile about. She wasn’t even that good-looking, either. She [Duff] really got her heart broken

  from me, and I’m sorry for that.’

OEBPS/html/docimages/img3.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/img2.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/cover_ader.jpg





OEBPS/html/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





