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      For Kadence Jade, 

      princess in training!
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              The Case of the Mixed-Up Cheerhex
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      Faybelle frowned. Her cheerhex wasn’t working as well as she had planned! It was supposed to put the wrong characters into the wrong stories for their hexams. It was supposed to cause all kinds of mischief and mayhem. But these princesses kept Happily-Ever-Aftering their endings!

      Briar Beauty was twirling her hair around her finger and chatting with Apple White. “Can you believe Cupid landed in Ashlynn’s story at a ball with a missing sneaker? But I heard that it ended pretty Happily Ever After,” she said with a smile.

      “That’s even more upside-down and backward than Wonderland,” agreed Apple White.

      Faybelle loudly sighed, disappointed, as she eavesdropped. These mix-ups were supposed to cause a lot more chaos and confusion.

      Across the room, Cupid was smiling brightly as she told a bunch of classmates about how much she’d enjoyed meeting the wicked stepsisters. “They’re not bad at all when you get to know them,” she was saying.

      Faybelle rolled her eyes. She opened up her notebook and started making a list of Dark Fairy Dos and Dark Fairy Don’ts:

      
        
          
            	
               

              •  

            
            	
               

              Dark Fairies do cast spells that cause lots of trouble.

            
          

          
            	
              •  

            
            	
              Dark Fairies don’t let things work out happily and well!

            
          

        

      

      Hmmmm, Faybelle considered. She couldn’t wait for the next fairytale mix-up. She needed something to darken her day.

      Who would it be next? Maybe this time nothing would go right!

      “I wonder…” Faybelle said out loud.

      Briar caught sight of Faybelle’s beaming face, which seemed to worry her. “Faybelle, are you up to something?”

      Faybelle wanted to tell someone about her cheerhex, but she knew in order for her hex to keep working, she had to keep it a secret. Faybelle was going to make sure the stories stayed scrambled.

      “Nothing, Briar. Today’s lunch just smells wicked-good.”

      Briar nodded in agreement and Faybelle sighed with relief. Her secret was safe.

      Faybelle smiled to herself. She rubbed her hands together, hoping that her hex would start to really cause mayhem in these storybooks. Maybe she would finally have something really vile to brag about in Villain Club!
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          [image: Not a Clue!]
        
      

      Crrrack! Rosabella Beauty crashed through the trees and landed on big, soft spot of green moss. She brushed some leaves off her yellow dress and pulled a twig out of her long brown-and-red hair. All around her were blurry red spots and tiny, dark shapes. Her glasses must have fallen off when she dropped into the storybook for her midterm hexam!

      But something did not feel just right to Rosabella. What had just happened? Where was she? Tall trees rose above her. There were birds singing. She was supposed to be in her fairytale for her midterm hexam, but this didn’t seem right to her. She must be in a forest, but it didn’t look like the Enchanted Forest near Ever After High. Could it be the dreaded Dark Forest? She shuddered. She couldn’t tell. Everything was so blurry. Everything was so fuzzy. Where could she possibly be?
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