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Chapter 1



The G20




[image: ]


What you will learn:





1  Who belongs to the G20.



2  The importance and role of the G20.
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What is the G20?


Which countries are members of the G20?


The Group of Twenty, or G20, represents more than 85% of the world’s economy and includes countries from all over the globe. Membership consists of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, the European Union, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, the Republic of Korea (South Korea), Turkey, the UK and the USA.


In this book, you will study one of following G20 members:





•  the United States of America



•  the Republic of South Africa



•  the People’s Republic of China.





The USA is the world’s superpower, but China is fast emerging to challenge the USA’s world economic dominance and its military dominance in Asia. South Africa is the regional economic and military superpower in southern Africa.
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Figure 1.1 The G20 meeting in St Petersburg
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FACT FILE


What is the G20?





•  The G20 is made up of 19 of the world’s largest economies, together with a representative from the European Union.



•  Meetings are held once a year in the country of the current president of the group.



•  The first meeting, or summit, took place in the US capital Washington DC in November 2008. The idea was originally proposed by former Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin.



•  Finance ministers usually meet around the world, although G20 leaders sometimes take part instead.



•  Russia held the latest G20 meeting in St Petersburg in September 2013.
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What is the role of the G20?


The G20 members talk about the most important financial and economic issues of the day. Since 2010 those have mainly been the global recession, which is being felt by most regions of the world. Other topics include improving food security in poor regions and sustainable development.


The organisation has three main objectives:





•  To co-ordinate policy between its members in order to achieve global economic stability and promote sustainable growth.



•  To promote financial regulations that reduce risks and prevent future financial crises.



•  To create new ways of carrying out international agreements and financial transactions.
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The G20 Summit of 2012


The 2012 G20 Summit was held in Los Cabos in Mexico. After two days of discussions and meetings with leaders from the world’s major economies, US President Barack Obama held a press conference. He said the Summit ‘has been an opportunity for us to hear from European leaders on the progress they’re making and on their next steps … It’s also been a chance for the international community, including the United States – the largest economy in the world, and with our own record of responding to financial crises – to stress the importance of decisive action at this moment.’
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ICT task


Watch a video clip of President Obama discussing his main thoughts and outlining the USA’s future actions at www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/06/20/president-obama-speaks-end-g20-summit
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WWW


For further information on the G20, go to www.g20.org
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Show your understanding




 1 (a) Why is the G20 so powerful?


    (b) What issues do its members discuss?





Branch out





2  Hold a G20 summit in your classroom.







    (a) In pairs or groups of three, choose a G20 country. Make sure that other class members have chosen different countries.


    (b) Research your G20 country on the Internet. Try to find information on the following points.







     • Is your G20 country rich or poor? What evidence can you find to back up your view?


     • In terms of your G20 country, think of the health system, the economy (GDP), education, etc. Carry out some research on these aspects.


     • Does your G20 country follow a dictatorship regime or a democratically elected government? Provide evidence to support your claim.


     • Is there any evidence to suggest that your G20 country helps poor countries or supports charity organisations?







    (c) In your groups, create four recommendations or questions that your G20 country would like to discuss at the next summit. Use the following points as a guide to help you.







     • How can the G20 improve health or education issues in developing countries? Explain solutions and ideas that your G20 country would like to share or discuss.


     • How can the G20 find a way to resolve the current economic crisis?


     • How can the G20 help to reduce poverty throughout the world?


     • How can the G20 improve trade between countries?
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Chapter 2


The United States of America
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What you will learn:





1  Why the USA is a global superpower.



2  Why the USA is relevant to Scotland.
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The USA as a superpower and its relevance to Scotland


The USA as a global superpower


The definition of a superpower in international politics is not very different from the definition of a superhero in the comic book world. A superhero has no equal or rival among the general public; the only person who competes with the power of a superhero is another superhero or a super villain.


Until the collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s, the USA and the Soviet Union shared the title of superpowers and competed for influence around the world. This was known as the Cold War. The USA and the Soviet Union both had nuclear weapon capabilities and this made everyone fearful.


It was a competition between the capitalist USA and the communist Soviet Union to see who would dominate the world. They each believed that their own system of government and economics was the best way to run a country. One of the major differences between capitalism and communism is with regard to the resources or the means of production.
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The impact of capitalism in the USA:





•  People can own their own businesses.



•  People can express their own views, opinions and religious beliefs.



•  People can elect their own government.



•  People can choose to pay for private education and health care.
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A superpower is a powerful and influential nation, especially a nuclear power that dominates its allies or client states in an international power bloc. It has the ability to militarily, politically and economically influence all areas of the world:





•  militarily – army



•  politically – government



•  economically – wealth.





The Cold War is the term used to describe the relationship between the two superpowers after the Second World War came to an end in 1945. The word ‘cold’ emphasises the fact that war never actually broke out between the two countries but that both countries were hostile to one another.
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In capitalism, much of the country’s resources or the means of production lies with a private owner. The profit in a capitalist structure belongs to the private owner only.


In communism, the community or society solely owns all of the country’s resources or the means of production such as businesses, factories and minerals. The profit of any enterprise is shared equally by all the people.
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USA: WORLD SUPERPOWER
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Figure 2.1 The USA flag


The USA is still the most powerful nation on Earth. It has the highest GDP of any world economy at over $15 trillion (China lags behind in second place on $11 trillion). The demographic profile is healthy, with over a quarter of Americans below the age of 20. Its military prowess straddles the planet — the USA spends $711 billion on its military every year and has a huge stockpile of nuclear weapons.
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Show your understanding


Refer to USA: World superpower (above). What evidence supports this viewpoint? Compare your answer with a partner.
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The USA’s relevance to Scotland


The 2010 US Community Census stated that 29 million American citizens claimed Scottish heritage, with the majority of these residing in southern states such as Tennessee, North and South Carolina and Texas. Americans of Scottish descent have played a vibrant and influential role in the development of the USA. From the framers of the Declaration of Independence to the first man on the Moon, Scottish-Americans have contributed mightily to the fields of the arts, science, politics, law, and more. These are the people and the accomplishments that are honoured on National Tartan Day.


National Tartan Day


In 1998 the US Congress designated 6 April as National Tartan Day to celebrate the contributions to America by Scottish-Americans. The date is the anniversary of the Declaration of Arbroath in 1320, one of the first documents in the world to declare a right to freedom. The Annual Tartan Week celebrations come to life every April with the largest celebration taking place in New York City. Thousands descend onto the streets of the Big Apple to celebrate their heritage, culture and the impact of the Scottish Americans in the USA today.
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Figure 2.2 A Tartan Day parade in New York City
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Show your understanding





1  Explain why the USA and the Soviet Union were called superpowers.



2  In your own words, describe why the Cold War was different from other wars.



3  In your own words, explain the difference between capitalism and communism.



4  Why is the USA relevant to Scotland?





Branch out





5  Think of all of the influences that the USA has had on the Scottish people and its culture. Write down a list of examples and compare them with a partner.
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The USA today
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What you will learn:





1  The background to the USA.



2  Who makes up the American population.



3  The push and pull factors that encourage people to come to the USA, and immigration issues.



4  What the American Dream is.
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The background to the USA


The USA is the fourth largest country in the word. It covers an area of 9,826,657 km2. Russia, Canada and China are the only countries that have a larger land mass than the USA. There are 50 states that make up the USA, with Alaska and Hawaii being separated from the mainland. The USA experiences a variety of landscapes and climates and there are six different time zones, including Alaska and Hawaii.
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ICT task





1  Go to the website www.50states.com




2  From the Home page, scroll down so that you can see the State List (light blue background). Do not click on any of the states.



3  Find the name of the capital city for the following six states (just hover your cursor over the state’s name): Colorado, Iowa, New Mexico, North Carolina, Virginia and Wisconsin.



4  Go to the State Facts link at the menu bar at the top of the page and select State Flags. Spend a few minutes looking at the flags and choose your favourite. Explain why this is your favourite flag.



5  Choose one state and find out the following pieces of information:







    • admission to statehood (when it became a state)


    • which states border it


    • economy – agriculture and industry.
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Figure 2.3 The states of the USA


Who makes up the American population?


The USA is a diverse country. There are millions of people who would call themselves American, even though they may not have been born on US soil. American society has often been described as a ‘melting point’ or ‘salad bowl’ as there are many different ethnic groups that make up the population of the USA.


To understand the term ‘melting pot’, think about making a cup of coffee. You may use hot water, coffee granules, milk and sugar. You stir them all together and get a brown liquid. You will not be able to pick out any of the ingredients. People who go to live in the USA may be Scottish, Japanese or Mexican, but they can lose their own identity after a period of time and become ‘American’.


For the ‘salad bowl’, when you make a salad you may add lettuce, red onions, green peppers, cucumber and tomatoes. You can mix them all together in a bowl, but you are still able to pick out the individual ingredients. Is it possible for people from different ethnic groups and cultures to ‘become American’ but also keep their own identities?


The ethnic composition of the USA


Between 1980 and 2008, the racial/ethnic composition of the USA shifted: the white population declined from 80% of the total population to 66%; the Hispanic/Latino population increased from 6% of the total population to 15%; the African-American/black population remained at about 12%; and the Asian/Pacific Islander population increased from less than 2% of the total population to 4%. In 2008, Native Americans made up about 1% and people of two or more races made up a further 1% of the population.


The US population is made up of five main ethnic groups (see Figure 2.4). In January 2013, the total population was estimated at 315,192,552. The population is rising by approximately 1% each year.
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Figure 2.4 Percentage of population in the USA by five main ethnic groups, December 2012


* Predicted


Source: United States Census Bureau
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Show your understanding





1  What is the estimated population of the USA? Why do you think the figure is just an estimate?



2  Read the ‘melting pot’ theory and the ‘salad bowl’ theory. Which theory do you feel best explains people who ‘become American’ when they move to the USA? Explain your answer.



3  Which ethnic group is the fastest-growing group in the USA? Provide evidence from Figure 2.4.



4  Write down the five main ethnic groups in the USA. For each group, write down:







    (a) which country/countries the ethnic group originated from


    (b) the most recent population figures.





Branch out





5  Can you think of famous Americans from different ethnic groups? Working in pairs, write down the five main groups and list as many famous Americans as you can think of. Compare your list with other pairs in your class.





Develop your skills





6  ‘Hispanics/Latinos are the fastest-growing group in the USA. There is no evidence to suggest that the ethnic minority groups will ever catch up to the white population.’ (E. Woods)
Using Figure 2.4, give one reason to support and one reason to oppose this view.





[image: ]







[image: ]


FACT FILE


The main ethnic groups
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Figure 2.5 The population of the USA has a diverse ethnic mix





•  Whites: the largest ethnic group in the USA. Until 1860, most migrants to the USA were from northern Europe. These people settled into different parts of America. Between 1860 and 1920, white migrants came mainly from eastern and southern Europe. Many of these people lived and worked in built-up city areas. Migrants from the UK, Ireland and Germany were three of the favoured countries to achieve entry into the USA.



•  Hispanics/Latinos: originate from Spanish-speaking countries such as Mexico, Cuba and Puerto Rico.







    •  Mexicans: make up the largest group. They are concentrated in the western and southern border states such as Texas, Arizona and California. Many illegal immigrants enter the USA from Mexico.


    •  Cubans: 80% of Cubans in the USA live in the south – mainly in Florida and particularly in Miami. Florida is 145 km (90 miles) from Cuba. Cubans fled to the USA to seek political refuge when Fidel Castro took over. Many Cubans call themselves exiles, not immigrants, because they intend to return to Cuba.


    •  Puerto Ricans: many live in the mid-Atlantic, mainly in New York. Puerto Rico is a Free Associated State of the USA, which entitles Puerto Ricans to enter mainland USA to work and live.








•  African-Americans/blacks: in the USA the majority of blacks live in the south. Most live in the south for historical reasons as it was the centre of slavery in the nineteenth century. From the 1940s to the 1970s, blacks migrated from the south to the cities of the north and west, but since the 1970s this movement has reversed and increasing numbers are moving to the south from cities in the north. They are moving back to escape the poverty and segregation that still exists in northern cities. The south offers an improved lifestyle.



•  Asians/Pacific Islanders: immigrants, or descendants of immigrants, arrived on the west coast of America from Far East countries such as China, Japan and Korea over the past 150 years. The majority have settled in the cities of the west and south.



•  Native Americans: this group are the ‘original’ Americans. In the 2000 census, Native American was the group name given to American Indian, Eskimo and Aleut. (The Eskimo and the Aleut inhabit Alaska.) Reservations are recognised in US law as foreign territories and they are not subject to all the laws of the USA.
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Push and pull factors


Push and pull factors are often used to explain why people move to the USA. Push factors are reasons why they are being ‘pushed’ out of their own country. Pull factors are reasons why they are ‘pulled’ or attracted to the USA.
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Push factors


Dictatorship


Unemployment


No land


Poor health care


Poverty


Lack of housing


Little or no educational opportunities


War and natural disasters
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Figure 2.6 Push and pull factors
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Pull factors


Democratic country


Freedom of speech


Wealth


Land


The American Dream


Education


Health care


Jobs


Capitalism
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Show your understanding


Branch out





1  Working in pairs, write down three push factors that you feel are the most important reasons for a person to leave their country. Write down an explanation for each of your chosen push factors.



2  Write down three pull factors that you think that most people would be attracted to. Write down an explanation for each of your chosen pull factors.





[image: ]





Immigration
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Figure 2.7 Mexican border patrol
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Arguments for immigration





•  Some of the most intelligent and ambitious individuals, who are unsatisfied with their own countries, bring their skills to the USA.



•  It increases the diversity and expands the culture of the country.



•  Immigrants often take low-paying jobs, such as food service and hotel cleaning, which many Americans do not want to do at such low wages.



•  It improves the overall image of the USA internationally, as it is seen as an open, welcoming country, and immigrants who return home or maintain contact with family back home have a true image of the USA.



•  It gives struggling people all over the world an opportunity for a better life. This country was built on immigrants who sought opportunity, political and religious freedom.





Arguments against immigration





•  More immigrants may result in more opportunities for terrorists, drug dealers and other criminals to enter the country.



•  Immigrants – especially poorer ones – use high levels of government resources, such as health care, education and welfare without paying taxes or a high rate of taxes.



•  The national identity and language is disappearing.



•  Emigration to the USA hurts the country that is left as many of the male population, workers, and top intellectuals often leave.



•  Less-skilled American citizens earn less money and have fewer job opportunities because they must compete with immigrants in the job market.
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Extract from President Obama’s State of the Union Address, 2011


‘Today, there are hundreds of thousands of students excelling in our schools who are not American citizens. Some are the children of undocumented workers, who had nothing to do with the actions of their parents. They grew up as Americans and pledge allegiance to our flag, and yet they live every day with the threat of deportation.


I am prepared to work with Republicans and Democrats to protect our borders, enforce our laws and address the millions of undocumented workers who are now living in the shadows. Let’s stop expelling talented, responsible young people who could be staffing our research labs or starting a new business, who could be further enriching this nation.


We may have different backgrounds, but we believe in the same dream that says this is a country where anything is possible, no matter who you are, no matter where you come from.’
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Illegal immigration: Mexican border fence


After the 9/11 attacks (see page 109), further efforts were taken by Homeland Security to strengthen border security. In 2006 the Secure Fence Act was passed to build 1100 km (700 miles) of double-reinforced security fencing in areas along the border with Mexico prone to drug trafficking and illegal immigration. President Bush also deployed 6,000 National Guardsmen to the Mexican border to assist with border control.


The scheme was intended to be fully operational by 2011. However, it has become a major headache for both the Bush and the Obama administrations. Technical problems plagued the project and plans to complete it halted at the end of 2011.


According to the Department of Homeland Security, taxpayers have spent $1bn (£632m) on the technology which only protects 85 km (53 miles) of border.




[image: ]


Added value


‘Immigration is beneficial for social and economic development in the USA.’ Research and investigate the arguments for and against this statement. You could present your findings in a word-processed booklet illustrated with tables, graphs and images.


You might wish to consider the following aims:




•  to find out the social and economic arguments to support this hypothesis


•  to find out the social and economic arguments to oppose this hypothesis


•  to consider to what extent the evidence examined is exaggerated or biased


•  to come to your own conclusion based on the reliability of evidence.
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Show your understanding


Branch out


Write down the main arguments for and against immigration. Hold a class discussion or debate on your findings.
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The American Dream


The American Dream is the idea that any American citizen, however poor their background, can aim to succeed by working hard. The American system of free enterprise capitalism encourages people to set up their own business with the incentive of becoming wealthy and successful. In the USA, success is admired. Many come to the country in hope of achieving the American Dream.


One example of a successful American is Mark Zuckerberg, a computer programmer and Internet entrepreneur. He is best known as one of five co-founders of the social networking website, Facebook.
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Figure 2.8 Mark Zuckerberg
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Show your understanding


Branch out





1  Carry out some research and write down song lyrics or words that you associate with the idea of the American Dream.



2  Write down lyrics that could show that the American Dream does not exist.



3  Working in pairs, think of your own lyrics that could be used to write a song about ‘Achieving the Scottish Dream’.





Group presentation





4  In groups, complete a poster presentation on someone who you believe has achieved the American Dream. Think of famous people who have achieved this ideal – perhaps someone who is not an American but who has made their fortune in the USA, or someone who was from a poor background but who is now rich and famous, or the first ever black president …







    (a) Organise yourselves into groups of three.


    (b) Choose someone who you all think has achieved the American Dream.


    (c) Assign yourselves with these roles: researcher, poster designer and presenter. Help each other with these roles, but each person is responsible for making sure that their role is completed.





You will be assessed on your poster and presentation. As a class, think of your success criteria – what would you expect from a great poster presentation? Consider the following:




     • the poster layout: great use of pictures, bold and bright headings, plenty of information, but not too small – can the people at the back of the class read it?


     • what form the presentation will take: who will speak and when? What else could accompany the presentation – songs, video clips?


     • speech: loud and clear voices, keep eye contact with the audience, do not read from the poster, create cards that you can read your information from.
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The Constitution and government




[image: ]


What you will learn:





1  The meaning of the term ‘the Constitution’.



2  The main system of government.
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What is the Constitution?


In the eighteenth century, the Americans managed to defeat the British to gain their independence in the War of Independence. In 1783 America was left with no government, so the original 13 colonies (the 13 original states) agreed to devise a new form of government – a federal state. This federal state would unite all the states, resulting in the name ‘the United States of America’.
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Figure 2.9 The original Bill of Rights consists of ten amendments to the Constitution


The Constitution is a set of rules that outlines how the government should be run. It is a written document that is the basis for the American system of government. It is also the basis of the legal system in the USA, with all laws stemming from the Constitution in some way.


Since the original document was written, there have been several amendments, or changes to the Constitution. The first amendments, added in 1791, were intended to protect individual freedoms and rights and are known collectively as the Bill of Rights.
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