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Introduction


WHY CREATE your own WEBSITE?


Until just a few years ago, if you wanted to make your own website, you’d have to learn web design.


Of course, even this wasn’t actually a very good solution. Making websites is a complicated business and it takes a lot of practice. You also need a good deal of knowledge, not to mention being skilled at design as well, to get something that looks really good. It is vital that your website does look good because it is the public face of your business—or in the case of a personal website, it’s your own, individual, face that is now open to public display.


Today, though, the world of website creation is entirely different. A whole spectrum of different website-building platforms has evolved that enable people to create their own websites without any special technical knowledge.


You just need clarity of purpose, and varying amounts of time to dedicate to it, depending on what you want to achieve and the platform you choose to work on.
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The advantages of creating your own website are obvious.


• You can control the site yourself. This means that you can project the exact image you want to your public, without needing to convey your vision to your web designer.


• You can update it. You can add blog posts, update the website content, and add products and change prices; your website needs to be up to date, and besides, Google loves content that is updated regularly.


• You can tweak it as often as you like. You can adjust the text to improve your rankings in Google, or test responses from your prospective clients.


• It’s much more convenient. You don’t have to wait for your busy web designer to schedule the updates—you can just do them whenever you like.


• Finally, you can save a large amount of money if you handle your website yourself.


What this book will not teach you


This book is not about coding. In fact, instead of teaching you about coding, this book aims to show you how to avoid learning any coding at all. (Not that there is anything wrong with coding—this book is just for people who do other things!)


Unfortunately, this book cannot teach you how to do everything. Not absolutely every idea you might conceivably have for your website can be accomplished using one of the easy-to-use website-building platforms. If you want something very specific, it could be that your idea is so original that there just isn’t an ready-made tool that will allow you to set it up yourself without seeking the advice of a professional. If you don’t find a way of doing what you want to do in this book, do some research on Google; things develop very fast in the world of the web and amazing new tools do become available all the time. But if your research proves fruitless, this means it is time to call on a specialist who can work with you to bring your idea to fruition.


INTRODUCTION


Good luck creating your fabulous website.


Keep up to date


Click over to my website to keep up to date with the latest tools available for you to use. Feel free to ask questions! I’ll answer them on my blog, if I feel other readers would benefit as well.


HTTP://WWW.ALANNAHMOORE.COM







HTTP://WWW.ALANNAHMOORE.COM
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1


Beƒore You Start


Can anyone CREATE


their own WEBSITE?


Before we get into details of planning out your new website, let’s start off with some of the basics, and cover some general advice that you can keep in your mind as you progress.


In the past I actually dissuaded people from building their own websites for the reasons I talked about in the introduction. I used to advise people to stay away, hire a professional, and spend their precious time working on their business instead!


But there is now such a range of platforms (different systems) that you can use to create a website yourself, without getting into any complex coding or design, that really anyone can create a website that looks absolutely, perfectly professional.


There are two keys to pulling off the self-built website successfully. The first is choosing a platform that is suitable for you. If you’re not confident fiddling around on your computer, don’t choose self-hosted WordPress, for example. A simpler system such as Strikingly or Weebly will give you something that looks just as good, with far less work behind it.


The second key is knowing where to draw the line. It is amazing that so many wonderful platforms exist that let people sidestep the coding process completely. But, as I said in the introduction, not everything you want to do can always be done without coding.


If you want to do something complex, realize that you may be taking the project out of the do-it-yourself arena.
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IDEAL PLATFORMS


BEFORE YOU START


WordPress.org WordPress.com Weebly Strikingly


Big Cartel


Shopify







WordPress.org







Big Cartel







WordPress.com







Shopify







Weebly







Strikingly
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11


Before you BEGIN


Starting-out Advice for the DIY Website Builder


FOLLOW THIS ADVICE TO STEER CLEAR OF THE MOST COMMON PITFALLS


• Realize that you’re better off building your site entirely yourself, using one of the simpler DIY systems, than getting a techie friend to help you with a more complicated system. You’ll kick yourself if you can’t work out how to make changes on your website yourself, and are obliged to chase your friend every time you want to change something.


• You may know a well-meaning young person studying web design who will offer to help you with your website to “get experience.” Not only will that young person most likely be off on a more important project in no time at all, but it’s also very likely they are not experienced or knowledgeable in anything to do with marketing or your field of business. So consider whether this is really a good person to help you.


• Don’t hesitate over whether or not you should get your own domain name. (A domain name is a website address that looks like this: “http://www.mywebsite.com”.) This goes for personal sites as well as professional ones; a domain name is inexpensive, and easy to register—so get yourself one and look as though you mean business.


• Never let anyone else “help” you by registering your domain name for you under their own name; similarly, don’t let anyone else host the site for you. You need to have control yourself of your domain name and (if applicable) your hosting—it’s a big risk to let anyone else take charge of these.


• Just as you need a proper domain name in order to look serious, do pay whatever sum is asked to remove ads or branding from your site—they just make your website look messy and amateurish.


• Only alter the look of a pre-designed template if you are confident you have a good eye for design. This is a big danger area for non-designers, so don’t let yourself down by letting the temptation to change things get the better of you. ?
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BEFORE YOU START


SEVEN GRAMS CAFFÉ


WIX


USA HTTP://WWW.SEVENGRAMSCAFFE.COM


When building a website, you need to think carefully about the purpose of the website before creating it. It is this aspect that should guide your choices, both for design and content.


Many brick-and-mortar businesses that don’t have an e-commerce side pay a lot of attention to their physical sites and slightly disregard their online presence. They tend to forget that many people check out your website in order to make a decision whether to visit your store or not, and if your website is lackluster, you might be losing business without even knowing it.


Treat the website like a genuine extension of your physical presence and to apply the same methodology you would to modeling your retail store. This would mean that first of all, you need to define the purpose of your website—for us it was to entice people to visit our physical store.


I devoted time to define the vision for the website—thinking of the categories I wanted featured, drawing a draft of the look and feel, collecting inspiration images from magazines and other websites, and outlining the values I wanted to convey. Once I had a clear vision, finding a food stylist, food photographer, and graphic designer that would be able to translate that vision into online reality was key. It was just as important as finding the right architect and interior designer for our retail store.


Balance your vision with knowing what you’re not good at and look for people who can fill those gaps.


Sharon Kazes







HTTP://WWW.SEVENGRAMSCAFFE.COM
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What kind of WEBSITE do you want to SET UP?


Before you launch into any kind of decision-making about how to move forward with your self-built site, you need first to be clear on what kind of website it is that you want to set up.


Is your website going to be:


• A blog?


• An online portfolio?


• An online store?


• A simple online presence for your business, with contact details?


• A personal branding site?


• A sales page for a specific product?


• A page to collect email addresses?


Or is it a hybrid? Many—perhaps most—sites are in fact hybrids. Yours might be:


• Primarily a simple online presence, but with a blog attached giving news updates about what you’re working on.


• A portfolio of your work, with a blog to show some of your sketches and behind-the-scenes details of your design process, or things that catch your eye.


• A blog with a store attached (or the other way around).


• A brochure site with a sales page attached for people to sign up for workshops.


• A brochure site with a blog and a store and means of collecting email addresses from the site visitors.


Being clear on the kind of website you are going to create will be essential for the planning process.


r Design blog Decor8 inspires and delights its visitors. It also acts as a platform for creator Holly Becker, pointing visitors to her books, and to the separate website on which people can sign up for online courses. HTTP://DECOR8BLOG.COM


Design and layout: Solo Pine Designs (http://solopine.com); Mark Wilson (www.mwadesign.com); and Thorsten Becker (https://twitter.com/ alternatewords); logo: Corinna Nika (http://www.cocorrina.com/)







HTTP://DECOR8BLOG.COM







Design and layout: Solo Pine Designs (http://solopine.com); Mark Wilson
(www.mwadesign.com); and Thorsten Becker (https://twitter.com/
alternatewords); logo: Corinna Nika (http://www.cocorrina.com/)
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BEFORE YOU START


WHAT PURPOSE WILL YOUR WEBSITE SERVE?


It’s also really important to realize what purpose, or purposes, you mean your website to serve for you—in order to make sure it does fulfilll its function.


Your website could:


• Present you as an expert.


• Inform, inspire, and entertain your visitors.


• Showcase your work.


• Capture interested people’s email addresses.


• Sell your products.


• State what you do and provide an online point of contact.


…or several of these.


r A humorous and lively example of a personal branding site.


HTTP://NATHANROBERTSON.STRIKINGLY.COM


v Dowse Design is an online store for a design studio with a blog attached. The blog updates customers on latest news and also includes photos, interviews, and design guides.


HTTP://DOWSEDESIGN.CO.UK







HTTP://NATHANROBERTSON.STRIKINGLY.COM







HTTP://DOWSEDESIGN.CO.UK









[image: image]





14 > 15


Choosing a DOMAIN NAME


Your domain name is your address on the internet, for example “http://www.mywebsite.com.” As I’ve mentioned, whatever kind of website you are building, whether it’s personal or professional, you really do need your own


www.mywebsite .com


v The extension or “TLD” (top-level domain) is the part at the end of the domain name.


BRANDING OR A SEARCH TERM?


The first thing to ask yourself is, how important is branding to you? If you want people to remember you by your own name or by your business name, then you want a domain name that matches. (If you haven’t yet named your business, you might want to research a suitable, matching, and available domain name at the same time.)


If distinguishing yourself from others via your branding isn’t that important to you, which may well be the case if you run a local service business and are aiming to attract customers via the search engines, you might want to choose a keyword or phrase instead for you domain name. Try the combination of your town or area plus your keyword (such as “dentist” or “design”)—that’s how most people will probably search for you. domain name, rather than using the free website address given to you by your chosen platform. But how do you choose the right domain name?


Note that this will not necessarily guarantee a flood of visitors finding you via the search engines, but it is one factor that Google takes into consideration when deciding how to rank your website (we’ll talk more about keywords and search engines in Chapter 11). Examples of this type of domain name would be huntingdonplumber.com or brightondoctor. co.uk—or cambridge-dentist.co.uk, which you can see in the screenshot on the facing page.


SHOULD YOU BUY THE OTHER VERSIONS OF YOUR DOMAIN NAME—


.NET, .CO.UK, ETC.?


To protect your brand, and stop anyone else buying them, you might want to secure the versions of your domain name with other extensions, plus also hyphenated versions, misspellings, etc. How far you go with this is up to you.







and search engines in Chapter 11). Examples
of this type of domain name would be
huntingdonplumber.com or brightondoctor.
co.uk—or cambridge-dentist.co.uk, which you
can see in the screenshot on the facing page.
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WHEN YOU’RE CHOOSING YOUR DOMAIN NAME:


• You might wish to avoid hyphens. There isn’t a hard-and-fast rule about this, but they tend to cause confusion as people can forget them.


• Don’t make it hard to spell.


• Don’t make it too long.


• Be sure it isn’t going to conflict with anyone else’s business or trademark.


BEFORE YOU START


s Two different approaches—one domain name is chosen for search engine purposes, the other because the brand is more important.


HTTP://CAMBRIDGE-DENTIST.CO.UK


HTTP://ELKUS-MANFREDI.COM







HTTP://CAMBRIDGE-DENTIST.CO.UK


HTTP://ELKUS-MANFREDI.COM
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WHICH EXTENSION TO CHOOSE?


Until recently, your choice of TLD was very limited. There was basically .com, .net, .org and .info together with the country-specific extensions like .co.uk, .com.au, .ca, .fr, etc. (also known as “ccTLDs”).


This made it quite hard to find a good domain name that wasn’t already taken. Now there are a host of new extensions to choose from, such as .restaurant, .kitchen, .agency, .boutique,


.dance, .health, .fitness, .music, .photography,


.art, .design, .life, .website, .cooking, .garden,


.dentist, .plumbing, .doctor, .architect .nyc, or


.london—and that’s just a few. There are literally hundreds now available, and new ones becoming available all the time. While they are more expensive than your regular .com domain name, you might consider it worth the expense to bag yourself a great web address.


IS THE DOMAIN NAME YOU WANT AVAILABLE?


Don’t just Google the domain name you want to see if it is available—often you’ll find the domain has been bought, but not used! Instead, search availability via a registrar such as Namecheap.com or GoDaddy.com.


w Hundreds of new domain name extensions are now available, as shown here on the Namecheap.com website (click “New TLDs” from the menu).


.COM OR A COUNTRY-SPECIFIC EXTENSION?


Use a country-specific extension if you want to indicate that you don’t plan to do business with international clients. This might be the case if you run a service business that’s specific to your area, for which your clients are necessarily local, or if you don’t ship your products globally.







a registrar such as Namecheap.com or
GoDaddy.com.







Namecheap.com
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GETTING CREATIVE WITH YOUR DOMAIN NAME


There’s loads of fun to be had choosing a domain name—see the examples on this page—if you feel like getting creative. Two brilliant tools to come up with good domain names are Domainr.com and NameMesh.com which you can see in the screenshots below; based on what you type into the search box, they come up with a stream of suggestions and alternatives, drawing on country-specific TLDs as well as the new extensions.


Other ideas for original domain names include using slogans or part of a phrase or sentence (but don’t make it too long), changing spellings (like Dribbble), or totally inventing words (try wordoid.com to come up with some good ones)—it’s hard to think back that far, but Google was once a made-up word!


BEFORE YOU START


WIS.DM


JUST.ME


BLO.GS


KASPA.RS


FOOT.IE


CHI.MP


VINTAG.ES


GEE.KY


DR.AW


v r NameMesh and Domainr are brilliant tools for coming up with a fun and creative domain name. HTTP://WWW.NAMEMESH.COM


HTTP://DOMAINR.COM







Domainr.com and NameMesh.com







try wordoid.com







HTTP://WWW.NAMEMESH.COM


HTTP://DOMAINR.COM
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Registering your DOMAIN NAME


Once you’ve chosen your domain name, you need to register it. Registration is done by the year but you may want to “purchase” a few years at once to save yourself having to renew each year.


WHERE TO REGISTER YOUR DOMAIN NAME


It may be that the platform you choose will offer to sell you a domain name through them. This is certainly the most straightforward solution, and you may be tempted to go this way simply to make life easier, but actually, I wouldn’t advise it. If you later want to change system, you will find you need to move the registration of the domain name to an independent registrar, and while this will always be possible, figuring it out may take some time and is more or less guaranteed to give you a headache.


Instead I recommend you register with a reliable independent registrar such as Namecheap.com, GoDaddy.com, or any of the options in the box to the right, which frees you up to make whatever decision you like, at any time further down the line.


REPUTABLE DOMAIN NAME REGISTRARS


You may want to do your own research before choosing a registrar to check its reliability. These are some of the most popular:


• Namecheap


• GoDaddy


• HostGator


• eNom


• 1&1


• Hover


• Name.com


Note that your domain name registrar doesn’t have to be in the same country as you.







independent registrar such as Namecheap.com,
GoDaddy.com, or any of the options in the
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CONNECTING YOUR DOMAIN TO YOUR PLATFORM


Once you’ve registered your domain name, the system you choose will let you know what you need to do to connect up your new domain name. (The exception to this is of course if you’re using self-hosted WordPress, because you’ll need your own hosting company to host your website. We’ll come to this a little later.)


Connecting your domain name to your chosen platform will involve changing the “nameserver” settings in the admin area of your registrar’s website (also referred to as “DNS,” which simply stands for “domain name system”). Once you’ve made the changes, you’ll normally need to wait a few hours before the new domain is connected to your website-building system. (You can usually begin working on it while you’re waiting.)


If you feel this is sounding a little too techie before you’ve even done anything, don’t be dismayed. Your platform will give you very precise instructions as to how this is done, and will always help you if needed. Feel free to skip this part for now and come back to it when you’ve chosen your platform, planned your website, and are ready to get going.


BEFORE YOU START


Link your domain name to your website-building system by changing the nameservers (DNS)—you’ll be given details by your chosen system.


YOUR domain NAME


THE SYSTEM (platform) YOU CHOOSE
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Find the DNS setup area in your registrar’s website.


Enter the information from your platform here.


This screen shows the area in the namecheap.com admin area where you switch over the nameservers (put in the information your platform provides you with, usually just in fields 1 and 2, as indicated).


LOOKING AFTER YOUR DOMAIN


It’s important to register your domain name with an email address you use regularly; you will receive renewal reminders sent to this email address only, and you really don’t want to miss them. It’s also a good idea to make a recurring reminder in a calendar of the date you need to renew your domain name.


Don’t let your domain lapse. You may be able to get it back for a short while after it lapses, as the registrar may safeguard it for you, but it’s not worth taking any risks!


REGISTERING COUNTRY-SPECIFIC DOMAINS


The cost of registering a country-specific extension can vary considerably from registrar to registrar so you’ll certainly want to compare prices.







namecheap.com
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BEFORE YOU START


YASMINE DAILY


SELF-HOSTED WORDPRESS


SWITZERLAND HTTP://YASMINEDAILY.COM


When building a website, you need to think carefully about the purpose of the website before creating it. It is this that should guide your choices, both for design and content.


It is important to research what your competitors are doing in your field, to find an angle that has not yet been treated ... or do what they are doing, better than them!


You shouldn’t be too concerned about spending money to create your website. Buying a premium theme, for example, will help you have a nicer looking and fully functional website, so it’s definitely money well spent.


My website was a way for me to assert myself in my profession—I’m a visual communication designer. Since I launched my website in early 2015, I found a job and now have a community behind me. Creating a website—especially a blog—allows us to share what we love with people, and forces us to do research, which enriches us day after day.


Created by Yasmine Moura







HTTP://YASMINEDAILY.COM
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Choosing your HOSTING


Your domain name is your address on the internet, and your hosting is the space you rent to build your website. You purchase this from a hosting company, which is also known as a web host.


Link your domain to your hosting.


Install WordPress onto your site.


YOUR domain


YOUR hosting


WORDPRESS
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BEFORE YOU START


DO YOU NEED HOSTING?


While you’ll need a domain name whichever system you choose to build your website on, you only need to get your own hosting if you’re going to use self-hosted WordPress.* So if you’re not going to use self-hosted WordPress, you can happily ignore this section.


Your domain name registrar may well offer you hosting, and the other way round as well, and you may find this more convenient, but


I recommend that you get a host that is separate from your domain name registrar; specialist hosting companies are usually better, but this is, of course, your decision.


*There are some other “open source”—i.e. free—software systems you could use, such as Drupal or Joomla!, for which you’d also need to get your own hosting, but I don’t recommend either of those as an easily do-able DIY option.


To host your WordPress site, your hosting company needs to fulfill the following criteria:


• It should offer an easy way of installing WordPress. You might see this described as a “one-click” install or an “easy install” system—just ask if in any doubt. This is important because if they don’t, you’ll have to install WordPress manually, and that’s not something a beginner will want to do.


• It needs to be capable of running PHP and MySQL—these are the requirements for hosting a WordPress site.


• You need to be able to contact them 24/7, and so much the better if there’s a phone number you can call or an online chat.


• They need to have a good “uptime” record—that’s to say, their servers are almost never down (you’re looking for 99 or 100%).


• Your hosting company should ideally be based in the same country as you, as Google prefers this.


SHARED HOSTING


For most people, a “shared” hosting package is all that you need. Of course, it depends on what your project is, and if you are in any doubt as to whether you need a more sophisticated package, ask the hosting company. But for the vast majority of cases, a shared hosting package will be sufficient, and there’s no need to go for anything more expensive. (“Shared” hosting simply means that your site will be residing on a server with other users, but you will never be aware of them or experience that you are sharing anything.)









[image: image]





24 > 25


MORE HOSTING CONSIDERATIONS


You may also want to consider the following:


• Does your host offer you unlimited email addresses, should you need them for other people working with you in your business?


• Does your host offer you unlimited storage, if you want to store a large number of images or other heavy files on your site?


• Does your host offer you unlimited bandwidth, in case you get a stampede of traffic?


• Does your host offer you more than one database, in case you want to build any more WordPress websites?


• Can it host an unlimited number of domain names?


CONNECTING YOUR DOMAIN TO YOUR HOSTING


Your hosting company will usually be able to register domains for you, and will often encourage you to do this by offering you a free domain name for your first year, included in your hosting package. I suggest that you don’t go for this option and register your domain separately from an independent registrar (see the box on page 18). This allows you complete flexibility, supposing you need to move your site at any point.


When you have your hosting package set up, you need to connect it with your domain by logging in to your domain name registrar’s site and putting in the nameserver information the hosting package provides you with, as shown on pages 18–20.


RECOMMENDED HOSTS


• WP Engine (https://wpengine.com)


• Bluehost (https://www.bluehost.com)


• DreamHost (https://www.dreamhost.com)


• SiteGround https://www.siteground.com)


• Heart Internet (https://www. heartinternet.uk)


Before taking out a hosting package, do some research on Google and check that the host you are considering has recent good reviews.


Note that hosting companies often offer special deals for the first year or two, but you need to read the small print to work out what the price will be once your introductory period is over.
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hen building a website, you need to think carefully about the purpose of the
website before creatingit. It is this that should guide your choices, both for
design and content.

It is important (o research what your competitors are doing in your field, to find an
angle that has not yet been treated ... or do what they are doing, better than them!

You shouldn’t be too concerned about spending money to create your website. Buying
a premium theme, for example, will help you have a nicer looking and fully functional
website, so it’s definitely money well spent

My website was a way for me fo assert myself in my profession—I'm a visual
communication designer. Since I launched my website in early 2015, I found a job and
now have a community behind me. Creating a website—especially a blog—allows us
to share what we love with people, and forces us to do research, which enriches us
day after day.

Created by Yasmine Moura
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MORE HOSTING CONSIDERATIONS

You may also want to consider the following:
® Does your host offer you unlimited email
addresses, should you need them for other

: RECOMMENDED HOSTS
© WP Engine (https://wpengine.com)
* Bluehost (https://www.bluehost.com)

people working with you in your
Does your host offer you unlimited storage,
if you want to store a large number of
images or other heavy files on your site?
Does your host offer you unlimited
bandwidth, in case you get a stampede

of traffic?

Does your host offer you more than one
database, in case you want to build any
more WordPress websites?

Can it host an unlimited number of

domain names?

CONNECTING YOUR DOMAIN TO
YOUR HOSTING

Your hosting company will usually be able

to register domains for you, and will often
encourage you to do this by offering you a
free domain name for your first year, included
in your hosting package. | suggest that you
don't go for this option and register your
domain separately from an independent
registrar (see the box on page 18). This allows
you complete flexibility, supposing you need
to move your site at any point.

When you have your hosting package set up,
you need to connect it with your domain by
logging in to your domain name registrar’s site
and putting in the nameserver information the
hosting package provides you with, as shown
on pages 18-20.

. ps:
com)

* SiteGround https://www.siteground.
com)

© Heart Internet (https://www.
heartinternet.uk)

Before taking out a hosting package, do.
some research on Google and check that
the host you are considering has recent
good reviews.

Note that hosting companies often offer
special deals for the first year or two,

but you need to read the small print to
work out what the price will be once your

introductory period is over.
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DO YOU NEED HOSTING?

While you'll need a domain name whichever
system you choose to build your website on,
you only need to get your own hosting if you're
going to use self-hosted WordPress.* So if
you're not going to use self-hosted WordPress,
you can happily ignore this section.

Your domain name registrar may well offer
you hosting, and the other way round as well,
and you may find this more convenient, but

| recommend that you get a host that is
separate from your domain name registrar;
specialist hosting companies are usually
better, but this is, of course, your decision.

“There are some other “open source”—ie. free—software
systems you could use, such as Drupal or Joomlal, for
which you'd also need to get your own hosting, but |
don't recommend either of those as an easily do-

able DIY option,

% SHARED HOSTING
For most people, a “shared” hosting
package is all that you need. Of course,
it depends on what your project is, and
if you are in any doubt as to whether
you need a more sophisticated package,
ask the hosting company. But for the
vast majority of cases, a shared hosting
package will be sufficient, and there’s no
need to go for anything more expensive.
(“Shared” hosting simply means that your
site will be residing on a server with other
users, but you will never be aware of them or

experience that you are sharing anything.)

To host your WordPress site, your hosting
company needs to fulfill the following
criteria:

e [t should offer an easy way of installing
‘WordPress. You might see this described
as a “one-click” install or an “easy install”
system—just ask if in any doubt. This is
important because if they don’t, you'll have
to install WordPress manually, and that’s
not something a beginner will want to do.
It needs to be capable of running PHP and
MySQL—these are the requirements for
hosting a WordPress site.

® You need to be able to contact them 24/7,
and so much the better if there’s a phone
number you can call or an online chat.
They need to have a good “uptime”
record—that’s to say, their servers are
almost never down (you’re looking for

99 or 100%).

Your hosting company should ideally

be based in the same country as you,

as Google prefers this.
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Before you BEGIN

Starting-out Advice for the DIY Website Builder

FOLLOW THIS ADVICE TO STEER CLEAR OF THE MOST COMMON PITFALLS

© Realize that you're better off building
your site entirely yourself, using one of
the simpler DIY systems, than getting
a techie friend to help you with a more
complicated system. You'll kick yourself
if you can’t work out how to make
changes on your website yourself, and
are obliged to chase your friend every
time you want to change something.

You may know a well-meaning young
person studying web design who will
offer to help you with your website
to “get experience.” Not only will that
young person most likely be off on a
more important project in no time at
all, but it’s also very likely they are

® Never let anyone else “help” you by
registering your domain name for you
under their own name; similarly, don’t
let anyone else host the site for you.
You need to have control yourself of
your domain name and (if applicable)
your hosting—it’s a big risk to let
anyone else take charge of these.

Just as you need a proper domain
name in order to look serious, do
pay whatever sum is asked to remove
ads or branding from your site—they
just make your website look messy
and amateurish.

Only alter the look of a pre-designed

not experienced or
in anything to do with marketing

or your field of business. So consider
whether this is really a good person
to help you.

Don’t hesitate over whether or not you
should get your own domain name. (A
domain name is a website address that
looks like this: “http:/www.mywebsite.
com”.) This goes for personal sites as
well as professional ones; a domain
name is inexpensive, and easy to
register—so get yourself one and look
as though you mean business.

P if you are i you have
a good eye for design. This is a big
danger area for non-designers, so
don’t let yourself down by letting the
temptation to change things get the
better of you.
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7

Choosing a DOMAIN NAME

Your domain name is your address on the
internet, for example “http://www.mywebsite.
com.” As I've mentioned, whatever kind of
website you are building, whether it's personal
or professional, you really do need your own

www.mywebsite

domain name, rather than using the free
website address given to you by your chosen
platform. But how do you choose the right
domain name?

< The extension or “TLD” (top-
level domain) is the part at
the end of the domain name.

BRANDING OR A SEARCH TERM?

The first thing to ask yourself is, how important
is branding to you? If you want people to
remember you by your own name or by your
business name, then you want a domain name
that matches. (If you haven’t yet named your
business, you might want to research a suitable,
matching, and available domain name at the
same time.)

If distinguishing yourself from others via your
branding isn’t that important to you, which
may well be the case if you run a local service
business and are aiming to attract customers
via the search engines, you might want to
choose a keyword or phrase instead for you
domain name. Try the combination of your
town or area plus your keyword (such as
“dentist” or “design”)—that’s how most
people will probably search for you.

Note that this will not necessarily guarantee
a flood of visitors finding you via the search
engines, but it is one factor that Google takes
into consideration when deciding how to rank
your website (we'll talk more about keywords
and search engines in Chapter 11). Examples
of this type of domain name would be
huntingdonplumber.com or brightondoctor.
co.uk—or cambridge-dentist.co.uk, which you
can see in the screenshot on the facing page.

% SHOULD YOU BUY THE
OTHER VERSIONS OF
YOUR DOMAIN NAME—
.NET, .CO.UK, ETC.?

To protect your brand, and stop anyone
else buying them, you might want to
secure the versions of your domain
name with other extensions, plus also
hyphenated versions, misspellings, etc.
How far you go with this is up to you.






OEBPS/images/page011.jpg
SEVEN GRAMS CAFFE
WIX

usa HTTP://WWW.SEVENGRAMSCAFFE.COM

1¥VLS NOA 380438

hen building a website, you need to think carefully about the purpose of
the website before creating it. It is this aspect that should guide your choices,

both for design and content.

Many brick-and-mortar businesses that don’t have an e-commerce side pay a lot of
attention to their physical sites and slightly disregard their online presence. They tend
{o forget that many people check out your website in order to make a decision whether
to visit your store or not, and if your website is lacKluster, you
might be losing business without even knowing it

Treat the website like a genuine extension of your physical presence
and to apply the same methodology you would to modeling your
retail store. This would mean that first of all, you need to define
the purpose of your website—for us it was to entice people to visit

our physical store.

I devoted time to define the vision for the website—thinking of the
categories I wanted featured, drawing a draft of the look and feel,
collecting inspiration images from magazines and other websites,
and outlining the values Iwanted to convey. Once IThad a clear vision,
finding a food stylist, food photographer, and graphic designer that

would be able to translate that v
It was ju
designer for our retail store.

ion into online reality was key.

t as important as finding the right architect and interior

Balance your vision with knowing what you're not good at and

look for people who can fill those gaps.

Sharon Kazes
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What kind of WEBSITE
do you want to SET UP?

Before you launch into any kind of decision- B e e e vesws -
making about how to move forward with your
self-built site, you need first to be clear on what
kind of website it is that you want to set up.

Is your website going to be:

Or is it a hybrid? Many—perhaps most—sites
are in fact hybrids. Yours might be:
® Primarily a simple online presence, but
with a blog attached giving news updat:
about what you’re worl n.
® A portfolio of your wol log to
show some of your sketches d behind-
the-sce s details f y d sign pro
things h tch your eye.
. A blog with a store attached (or the other

age attached
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Registering your
DOMAIN NAME

Ol Ve chosen your dom me, y
d gister it. Registration is d by
he y but you may want to “purch
few yi at once to save yol If h. g
w each year.

WHERE TO REGISTER YOUR
DOMAIN NAME
REPUTABLE DOMAIN
It may be that the platform you choose will offer NAME REGISTRARS
may

ant to do your own research

its reliability

-------

while this will always be possible, figuring it
out may ake some time and is more orl ess.
guaranteed to give you a headache.

Instead | recommend you register with a reliable
independent registrar such as Namecheap.com,
GoDaddy.com, or any of the options in the Note that your domain name registrar
box to the right, which frees you up to make ! i
whatever decision you like, at any time further
down the line.
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WHICH EXTENSION TO CHOOSE?

Until recently, your choice of TLD was very
limited. There was basically .com, .net, .org
and .info together with the country-specific
extensions like .co.uk, .com.au, .ca, .fr, etc.
(also known as “ccTLDs").

This made it quite hard to find a good domain
name that wasn't already taken. Now there

are a host of new extensions to choose from,
such as .restaurant, .kitchen, .agency, .boutique,
.dance, .health, fitness, .music, .photography,
.art, .design, .life, website, .cooking, .garden,
.dentist, .plumbing, .doctor, .architect .nyc, or
Jlondon—and that’s just a few. There are
literally hundreds now available, and new ones
becoming available all the time. While they are
more expensive than your regular .com domain
name, you might consider it worth the expense
to bag yourself a great web address.

[> Hundreds of new domain name extensions are now
available, as shown here on the Namecheap.com
website (click “New TLDs” from the menu).

% .COM OR A COUNTRY-
SPECIFIC EXTENSION?
Use a country-specific extension if you
want to indicate that you don’t plan to
do business with international clients.
This might be the case if you run a
service business that's specific to
your area, for which your clients are
necessarily local, or if you don’t ship
your products globally.

? IS THE DOMAIN NAME

YOU WANT AVAILABLE?
Don't just Google the domain name you
want to see if it is available—often you'll
find the domain has been bought, but
not used! Instead, search availability via
a registrar such as Namecheap.com or
GoDaddy.com.

N roccrey o

pooooooooooooooEmAO!
-
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CONNECTING YOUR DOMAIN
TO YOUR PLATFORM

Once you've registered your domain name, the
system you choose will let you know what you
need to do to connect up your new domain
name. (The exception to this is of course if
you're using self-hosted WordPress, because
you'll need your own hosting company to host
your website. We'll come to this a little later.)

Connecting your domain name to your chosen
platform will involve changing the “nameserver”
settings in the admin area of your registrar’s
website (also referred to as “DNS,” which

YOUR
domain NAME

simply stands for “domain name system”).
Once you've made the changes, you'll normally
need to wait a few hours before the new domain
is connected to your website-building system.
(You can usually begin working on it while
you're waiting.)

If you feel this is sounding a little too techie
before you've even done anything, don't be
dismayed. Your platform will give you very
precise instructions as to how this is done, and
will always help you if needed. Feel free to skip
this part for now and come back to it when
you've chosen your platform, planned your
website, and are ready to get going.

Link your domain name to your
bsite-building system by

the nameservers (DNS)—you’ll be

given details by your chosen system.

THE SYSTEM
(platform)
YOU CHOOSE
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Introduction

WHY CREATE

your own WEBSITE?

Until just a few years ago, if you wanted to
make your own website, you'd have to learn
web design.

Of course, even this wasn't actually a very
good solution. Making websites is a complicated
business and it takes a lot of practice. You also
need a good deal of knowledge, not to mention
being skilled at design as well, to get something
that looks really good. It is vital that your
website does look good because it is the
public face of your business—or in the case of

a personal website, it's your own, individual,
face that is now open to public display.

Today, though, the world of website creation is
entirely different. A whole spectrum of different
website-building platforms has evolved that
enable people to create their own websites
without any special technical knowledge.

You just need clarity of purpose, and varying
amounts of time to dedicate to it, depending
on what you want to achieve and the platform
you choose to work on
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The advantages of creating your own website
are obvious.

® You can control the site yourself. This
means that you can project the exact image
you want to your public, without needing to
convey your vision to your web designer.

® You can update it. You can add blog posts,
update the website content, and add products
and change prices; your website needs to be
up to date, and besides, Google loves content
that is updated regularly.

® You can tweak it as often as you like. You
can adjust the text to improve your rankings
in Google, or test responses from your
prospective clients.

® It's much more convenient. You don’t
have to wait for your busy web designer to
schedule the updates—you can just do them
whenever you like.

® Finally, you can save a large amount of
money if you handle your website yourself.

N

What this book will not teach you

This book is not about coding. In fact, instead
of teaching you about coding, this book aims
to show you how to avoid learning any coding
at all. (Not that there is anything wrong with
coding—this book is just for people who do
other things!)

Unfortunately, this book cannot teach you
how to do everything. Not absolutely every
idea you might conceivably have for your
website can be accomplished using one of the
easy-to-use website-building platforms. If you
‘want something very specific, it could be that
your idea is so original that there just isn't an
ready-made tool that will allow you to set it
up yourself without seeking the advice of a
professional. If you don't find a way of doing
‘what you want to do in this book, do some
research on Google; things develop very fast in
the world of the web and amazing new tools
do become available all the time. But if your
research proves fruitless, this means it is time
to call on a specialist who can work with you
to bring your idea to fruition.

Good luck creating your
Jabulous website.
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7

Can anyone CREATE
their own WEBSITE?

Before we get into details of planning out your
new website, let’s start off with some of the
basics, and cover some general advice that
you can keep in your mind as you progress.

In the past | actually dissuaded people
from building their own websites for the
reasons | talked about in the introduction
| used to advise people to stay away, hire
a professional, and spend their precious
time working on their business instead!

But there is now such a range of platforms
(different systems) that you can use to create
a website yourself, without getting into any
complex coding or design, that really anyone
can create a website that looks absolutely,
perfectly professional

There are two keys to pulling off the self-built
website successfully. The first is choosing a
platform that is suitable for you. If you're not
confident fiddling around on your computer,
don’t choose self-hosted WordPress, for
example. A simpler system such as Strikingly
or Weebly will give you something that looks
just as good, with far less work behind it.

The second key is knowing where to draw
the line. It is amazing that so many wonderful
platforms exist that let people sidestep the
coding process completely. But, as | said in
the introduction, not everything you want
to do can always be done without coding.

If you want to do something complex, realize
that you may be taking the project out of
the do-it-yourself arena
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