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Introduction

“What are the benefits?”

This is one of the first questions you are likely to hear after offering someone a job. The fact is, we are living in a benefit-oriented society with everyone wanting to know, “What’s in it for me?”

Most people don’t seem to realize they are missing a greater source of benefits than they can possibly imagine: the benefits that come from living and abiding in the presence of Almighty God.

Everything you could ever want or need can be found in the presence of the Lord.

Do you need healing? You’ll find it in His presence.

Do you need provision? You’ll find it in His presence.

Every good thing anyone could possibly desire is waiting in the presence of a loving, holy God. It’s so simple. Yet so many believers miss this powerful truth.

It’s a truly amazing concept when you stop and think about it. The God of the universe, that awesome Being who spoke the worlds into existence, has given you and me the opportunity to walk into His throne room and fellowship with Him.

Even more amazing is that many Christians fail to exercise this wonderful privilege! Think about it. Every day, countless believers make the decision to say no to God’s offer of fellowship, choosing instead to spend their time filling their minds with television, gossip, or mindless recreation.

Many have searched high and low for answers to their problems, never thinking to seek them at the feet of God. They have consulted pastors, counselors, psychologists, psychiatrists, gurus, and self-help books. They have been to seminars, workshops, retreats, and advances. All this time the answer has been waiting for them—waiting in the presence of the Lord.

God’s Word offers us practical keys to abiding in the presence of the Lord. That’s what this book is about: gaining an understanding of how we can move into and remain in the presence of God.

When we learn to do that, then and only then will the answers and solutions you are looking for be found. It is then that you will begin to enjoy the benefits of God’s presence.

I once heard a preacher make a statement that seemed to resonate in my spirit. She said very bluntly, “To not live in daily contact with God is not only sinful; it’s stupid.”

There is a mountain of truth in that statement. There is so much to be gained from learning to walk in God’s presence, and there is so much we miss when we neglect it. The good news is, the Bible has much to say about how to live in the presence of God. But before we dive into the Scriptures, let’s begin by defining the term presence of God.

First of all, to be present obviously means to be in or at a certain location. During school days, when you heard the teacher call your name during the roll call, you answered by saying, “Present.”

What does it mean to be in the presence of God? Does it mean we can see Him with our natural eyes or hear Him speak to us in an audible voice? Probably not. We can, however, experience the presence of God on several different levels.

One of the most basic and most powerful ways to experience the presence of God is through His Word. You may be thinking, How can I experience God by reading a book? Let me show you. Look at John 1:1:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

God and His Word are inseparable. When you are in the presence of the Word, you are in the presence of God. There is something powerful that happens when you open that Book and spend quality time in it. Something happens in your heart. Reading the Word feeds your spirit, and that Word continues to work in you and change you even after you have closed the Book and walked away.

Of course, spending time in the Word isn’t the only way to experience God’s wonderful presence. Another obvious way is by spending time in prayer, particularly when you pray God’s Word.

There is a big difference between praying God’s Word and praying some dry, lifeless, traditional prayer. So much doubt, unbelief, and religiosity is prayed by Christians who simply don’t know any better. They will pray like this:

Our dear, kind, heavenly Father, we are Your humble, no-good, undeserving servants. We beseech Thee to stop by just for a little while. We know we’re nothing but miserable worms—just wicked sinners saved by grace—but if You could give us a little crumb off Your table, we’d be satisfied, Lord.

This kind of prayer is not acceptable to God. It may sound humble to the religious mind, but it is 100 percent contrary to the Word of God. The Bible says if you are born again, you have been made the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus and a joint-heir with Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 8:17.)

The false humility that characterizes so many religious prayers could not be more unbiblical. If you want to pray prayers that will usher you into the presence of God, don’t pray religion; pray God’s Word.

Of course, there are other ways to experience God’s presence. Helping you understand how to benefit from them is what this book is all about. For you to understand what it’s like to truly experience God’s presence, you have to go back to the beginning.


1

Going Back to the Beginning

ASK YOURSELF THIS question: How much of God’s presence does He want us to experience?

There is only one way to accurately answer that question. We must go to the one place in the Bible where things on earth were exactly as God intended them to be: the Garden of Eden.

Let’s go back now to the beginning and discover God’s intent for man and his fellowship with his Maker.

Man’s God-Given Dominion

In Genesis 1:26, we find these words:

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

I think it is significant that the first thing God gave man was dominion, or authority. In other words, God wanted to create a partner in ruling the earth. In making man, God duplicated Himself in the sense that Adam became “god” of the earth, just as He (God) is God of the universe.

Now I realize this is a controversial statement for some people, but I have never quite figured out why. The Scripture is clear on this subject. Still, some people get quite offended when you use the term “god” when referring to man.

Even translators of the King James Version of the Bible fell into this trap. When translating Psalm 8:4-5, they chickened out of making a literal translation. This Scripture reads:

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.

The word translated angels in the above passage is the Hebrew word elohim.1 According to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, in most Old Testament Scriptures where you see the word God, it is translated from the Hebrew word elohim.2 In fact, elohim is used in Genesis 1:26: “And God [elohim] said, Let us make man in our image. . . .”

Yet in this case the translators of the King James Version chose instead to render it angels. Why? Because their natural minds simply could not grasp the reality of what God was saying there. The translators of the New American Standard Bible, however, got it right. This version says:

What is man, that Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him?

Yet Thou hast made him a little lower than God, and dost crown him with glory and majesty!

Psalm 8:4,5 NAS

Man wasn’t created lower than the angels. The Word clearly states that angels are here to render service to God’s people.

Are they [the angels] not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?

Hebrews 1:14

God created man just a notch below Himself and, according to the passage we just read from the New American Standard Bible, intended him to be crowned “with glory and majesty.”

When you begin to get a clear picture of the authority and dominion God intended man to walk in, you can see how much our thinking has been corrupted by religion. But authority was not the only thing God gave man in the Garden.

The Breath of Life

In Genesis 2:7, we find a remarkable passage of Scripture:

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

Can you picture this scene? God took some dust from the earth and formed a slab of flesh. Then He breathed His life into that flesh. What a moment that must have been! God, the eternal Creator of heaven and earth, breathed into man the very thing which makes God be God.

This kind of life referred to in the New Testament—eternal life, the life Jesus has—is in the original Greek language zoe,3 which means “life”—the God-kind of life. The uniqueness of who God is was transferred from God into that slab of flesh, “. . . and man became a living soul.”

I want you to notice how, at that moment, man had the presence of God inside him in the form of God’s zoe life. That presence gave man supernatural ability in every area of existence. He was gifted physically, intellectually, and spiritually.

When God Comes to Visit

As we have seen, God’s nature and ability was present inside Adam in the form of God’s zoe life. But that was not the only level at which Adam enjoyed the presence of God. As we are about to see, man experienced God’s presence in a much more literal way.
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