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Introduction


What Do You Want Me to Do for You?
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What prayer do you want answered? If you could sit down with God over a cup of coffee and He asked you, “What do you want Me to do for you?”—what would you say? What would you ask? Think about it. His question could usher in the greatest breakthrough of your life. I believe that God answers prayer. Yes, even yours.

While it’s true that God is not a genie, nor is He Santa Claus, He nonetheless wants to “give you the desires of your heart” (Ps. 37:4 NKJV). He understands your needs, and with a heart filled with love, generosity, and compassion, He reaches out to you at this time in your life.

Over the years, people have asked me some very interesting questions about prayer. Quite often they ask, “Is it unspiritual to ask God to help me get out of debt or make more money?” On occasion, some have quietly inquired if it’s all right to pray for a more dynamic and meaningful sex life in their marriage. One person asked me if God cared enough to hear her petition to be a better tennis player. While these prayer requests might seem unimportant to some, to those who are searching for answers, they are very important. In almost every situation my response is the same. God cares more than you think, and yes, you should share your heart with the Lord. There is hardly a conversation with God you shouldn’t have, especially if your heart is genuine and your desire is sincere. The following story illustrates just how much God cares about the details of our lives.

“God, we need Your help. We need Your provision.” Those were the sincere words I jotted down on a piece of paper sitting in a mandatory meeting just before the noon hour. My wife, girls, and I were planning to return to the United States from Central America for a year of itineration (traveling across the country to raise our ministerial budget). We needed no less than $5,000 for travel, a down payment on a used vehicle, security deposit, and first month’s rent, and if anything was left over, clothes for the girls. In short, we needed a financial miracle. That was March 31, 1999. April came and went. Our departure date was May 24.

The last weekend we were in Costa Rica, I spoke at a church called Oasis of Hope. I remember that night vividly. Because we were so strapped for cash, my shoes had holes in the soles. One of the ushers in the church came up to me and said, “Jason, would it bother you if I cleaned up your shoes? It’s just that they are too dirty.” Although it was a bit humiliating, I sat down in the back of the sanctuary while she polished them. Afterward, I thanked her, and she returned to her post.

That night, I shared a simple message of how God is the God of second chances. When I finished, the associate pastor walked onto the platform and, unbeknownst to me, announced that the church was going to receive an offering for us. Afterward, he instructed me to use it however I saw fit. The offering was $1,000. We were overwhelmed with gratitude for their generosity, and we were grateful, of course, to the Lord.

The week prior to our departure, we still needed $4,000. That was when I received a call from my father-in-law asking if I would be interested in translating for an Argentine evangelist at a crusade in San Diego, California, scheduled the day after we arrived. The coordinators needed someone to interpret from Spanish to English. I felt honored by the invitation and told him that I would be glad to help.

Five days later, we landed in Southern California and headed to the crusade. Along the way we stopped at a shopping mall to purchase new shoes. I didn’t want people to see my toes pushing through the soles.

The crusade went well.

The following morning, both the preacher and I were invited to eat breakfast with the pastors who had sponsored the event. I took all three of our girls to the restaurant while Cindee enjoyed some peace and quiet in the room. After we finished eating, the coordinator said, “Thank you so much for serving us in this capacity. You have truly blessed our hearts.” After giving an envelope to the speaker, he turned and gave one to me as well. I assumed that it was an offering for serving as the interpreter. I asked if I could apply whatever was in the envelope to any particular need we had. He replied, “Of course.”

After saying good-bye and exchanging hugs, I said to the girls, “Come on. Let’s go for a walk on the beach and find a park.” They were excited.

I waited until we found a set of swings and a jungle gym before I pulled out the envelope. The girls immediately started climbing like monkeys turned loose in a tree. I opened the envelope thinking, There’s probably a check for $250 to $300. I unfolded the check. At first, my eyes couldn’t believe it. This can’t be right, I thought. The dollar amount read “$4,000.00.” I rubbed my eyes for a second to ensure that my vision was clear. Then I focused on the portion where the check writer spelled out the amount on the check. It read: “Four thousand dollars and ____________ xx/100.”

I jumped up and screamed, “Hallelujah. God is our provider!” Indeed, He is our provider. As I danced around that little park my girls wondered what had gotten into me. In one powerful blow, God erased every financial need we had. There was enough money for us to purchase a used vehicle, set up an apartment, and buy some clothes for the entire family. I was so excited.

Six weeks later, we embarked upon the itineration trail. We were driving from California to Tennessee and spent the night in a hotel in New Mexico. Sitting on the side of the bed in the late afternoon, I received a call on my cell phone.

The voice on the other end was very serious. A man asked, “Is this Jason Frenn?”

I said, “Yes.”

He said, “I believe you translated for a recent crusade in the San Diego area. I am the accountant for the outreach. By chance when you received a check from us, was it made out for the amount of $400?”

It felt like the world’s rotation came to a grinding halt.

I took a deep breath and said, “No! No! The check you gave me was for the amount of $4,000.”

He said, “Four thousand dollars?! Well, that’s where all the money went. There has been a huge mistake, a $3,600 mistake to be exact! We need to resolve this problem. I have no idea what I was thinking. How’s your financial situation? Perhaps we can work out a solution.”

In about seven seconds, I told him the entire story, from my journal entry to the moment when he called me that afternoon.

After I explained everything that happened, I said, “Now, if you are saying that the check amount was a mistake and that we need to give you back $3,600, I am going to need a little bit of time. Because that four grand is gone!”

There was a long pause.

“If you’re telling me that you needed exactly $4,000, I can only assume the Lord led me to write out a check for that exact amount. It must be God’s will. Keep the $4,000. I’ll figure out how I will manage things on my end. God bless you!”

Then he hung up.

Indeed, God answered my request. Through a series of unpredictable circumstances, His provision came at the moment when we needed it. Never too early, never too late, His timing is always impeccable.

It’s been nearly twelve years, and we have seen hundreds upon hundreds of prayers answered. God has never abandoned us, never misled us, nor given us false hopes. He has seen us through thick and thin.

What about you? What are your dreams, aspirations, and desires? What mountain are you facing? What prayer do you want answered?

What This Book Can Do for You

In preparation for writing this book, I surveyed more than one thousand people and asked them one question: “If you could ask God in prayer for three things knowing that He would answer your request, what would you ask?” The answers were intriguing.

The single greatest prayer request was for the spiritual salvation of a family member or friend. The second-largest request was for some sort of financial breakthrough or career advancement. The third was for physical healing, often for someone else. The fourth was for spiritual growth. The fifth most popular prayer request was for physical protection and safety for their children, families, or themselves. Finally, people wanted the strength and opportunity to fulfill God’s call upon their lives.

Odds are, the prayers you want God to answer fall into one of the areas mentioned above, and my desire is that this book will help you pray and see the results that you desire. I pray that you see a major breakthrough, not in one area of your life but in many. I believe that it is God’s intent to help you move beyond the obstacles that keep you or a loved one from moving forward.

This book will give you insight into the prayers that God always answers. It will teach you to understand His heart so that you can pray in accordance with His will. This book will build your faith to move mountains. It will help you experience His power. My desire is that this book completely transforms your life!

Ask for the Impossible!

A man born blind was sitting along the side of the road. Each day, he held out his hand, hoping that those who passed by would drop a few coins into his cup. One day, he heard a distant rumble caused by a rather large entourage heading his way. Up until that time, no one born blind had ever recovered his or her sight (John 9:32). When he asked the person standing next to him what all the commotion was about, his neighbor replied, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”

The famous healer has come to my town, he thought. Waiting for the precise moment when the central figure of the parade was at the shortest distance, he raised his voice and said, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Those close by rebuked him and told him not to bother the Master. But he raised his voice even louder. That’s when Christ stopped, turned to His disciples, and said, “Bring him!” They brought him before the healer. Jesus asked him the question that sooner or later He asks every one of us: “What do you want Me to do for you?”

At that moment, the beggar could have answered, “I’d like a million dollars,” or perhaps “I’d like to be super famous.” Instead, he asked for the only thing that had never been done in the history of the world. He asked for what seemed to be impossible. “I want to see,” he said. Without hesitating, Christ granted his request, saying, “Your faith has healed you.” (Story paraphrased from Luke 18:35–42 NIV.)

Just like those who tried to discourage the beggar, there will always be people who feel it’s their duty to tell you how insignificant you are. There will always be people who tell you that you don’t matter, especially when your dreams seem impossible. There will always be people who have the gift of raining on your parade. But God won’t. He cares about you. He always listens, because He loves you. So ask Him for what’s never been done before in your life. I challenge you to ask Him for the impossible.

As a missionary evangelist who has served throughout Latin America, the Caribbean, and the United States, my experience is that God answers the prayers placed within the pages of this book. I write from the experience of someone who lived fifteen years in the heart of Central America and has seen God transform the lives of hundreds of thousands of people. Without a doubt, He is interested in the details of your life. Ultimately, friend, it’s your faith placed in Him that will allow you to see the miracles and the breakthrough you seek.

Our Road Map

This book is about seven prayers that God always answers. These are prayers that aim to motivate the hand of God to direct you, forgive you, free you, provide for you, heal you, bless you, and save you. They are biblical, and I carry a deep conviction that they were born in God’s heart to benefit and bless your life. It’s fair to say that God answers all prayer with a “yes,” “no,” or “wait.” However the prayers discussed in this book all have something wonderful in common. They are prayers to which God always responds positively in one way or another. In a day when people question whether God interacts with humanity and when unbelief is spreading like a virus, this book aims to teach you to pray in such a way that you clearly see the hand of God move powerfully.

This book can serve you in two ways. First, you can apply these prayers to your personal life. Or if you are a leader, you can also apply them corporately to those you currently serve or lead, such as your family, church, or organization.

Each chapter is dedicated to a prayer. Beginning with chapter 1, the chapters are divided into sections that will explain each prayer, lay a biblical foundation, provide powerful testimonies, give different examples regarding how you might implement the specific type of prayer in your life, and teach you to pray in a way that helps you see results in each of the given areas.

As we conclude this introduction, I want to focus your attention on the first question we talked about earlier. I believe that God asks you the same question at this time in your life. At the beginning of this chapter, I gave you a scenario. If you could sit down over a cup of coffee with the Lord and He asked you, “What do you want Me to do for you?” what would be your answer?

As we begin this journey together, I am going to ask you to be mindful of two things. First, make a mental note of the prayers you want God to answer. Second, keep your eyes open to the possible ways He may use to answer them. (Please see Instructions for a Prayer Journal located at the end of the book.)

If you desire to see your prayers answered, fasten your seat belt and prepare yourself for some incredible and miraculous things to happen in your life. If you’re ready to experience something transformational, turn the page, and we’ll begin that journey together!






Chapter One

The Prayer for Direction
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A friend of mine who pastors in a large US city recently told me about a middle-aged man in his church. I’ll call him John. My colleague was leading a midweek Bible study covering how God guided and spoke to people in the Old Testament. One night after they adjourned, John headed for his car. He paused for a moment and prayed, “God, please direct me and speak to me like you did in the Old Testament. I want to recognize Your voice and direction.” Then he started his vehicle and headed home. As he drove down the road, he felt an impression telling him to go into a store to make a purchase. That’s strange, he thought. It must be my imagination. He tried to dismiss it, but the impression grew.

As John approached a convenience store, he sensed that he should go inside and purchase some milk. He struggled to discern whether it was the Lord or something he was conjuring up in his head. He parked and went inside. After walking down a couple of aisles, he found himself standing in front of the refrigerated section. Okay, this is really strange, he thought. I am just about to buy some milk without any logical explanation. “But God,” he muttered, “I don’t even drink the stuff.” Nonetheless, there was a consistent conviction that insisted buying the milk was the right thing to do. Feeling somewhat conflicted, he grabbed a gallon, paid the cashier, and drove down the street. His adventure was just about to become even more peculiar.

As he approached a low-income neighborhood notorious for its high crime, he suddenly felt another impression: Turn right. You’ve got to be kidding me, he thought. Is this real? The sense didn’t fade away. Instead, it grew. “Fine,” he said. “If it’s You, Lord, I need You to guide me through this.” Finally, after a couple of turns, he felt the Lord saying to him, “That’s the house.” The street was dark due to the fact that two of the streetlights were burned out. He slowed down, pulled alongside the curb, and parked his vehicle in front of the residence. The still, small voice said, “Go up to that house, ring the doorbell, and give them the milk.” John took a deep breath as a futile attempt to overcome the fear of embarrassment and headed to the front door.

As soon as he got out of his car, the neighbor’s dog started to bark through the chain-link fence in the backyard. Heading up to the house, he noticed the uncut grass and the driveway filled with patches of asphalt. He stepped onto the porch and rang the doorbell, but at first no one answered. After waiting a minute, he rang it again. Finally, someone cracked open the door. It was a young Hispanic man.

John said, “Listen, I know this sounds completely crazy, but I purchased this gallon of milk, and I believe I am supposed to give it to you.” Without saying a word, the man grabbed the milk and ran down the hallway, raising his voice in Spanish. After a few moments, a young woman came to the door with a baby in her arms. With broken English and tears streaming down her face she said, “My husband and I could only afford to buy a few grocery items, and we didn’t have enough money for milk for our twelve-month-old baby. Tonight before you came, we prayed that the Lord would send an angel to help us. Then you rang the doorbell. By chance are you an angel?”


 



Whether you seek God’s guidance during the most critical moment of your life or you feel stuck in a rut, this chapter aims to help you pray more effectively by providing sound biblical principles and examples and real-world testimonies. It is divided into three sections. The first lays a biblical foundation for the prayer for direction. The second section shows how the prayer for direction can profoundly impact five specific areas of your life. The third section offers direction when you feel uncertain and overwhelmed in your time of need. As we begin, let’s establish a biblical foundation in regard to the first prayer that God always answers: the prayer for direction.

I. Biblical Examples of God Answering the Prayer for Direction

The Bible refers to God’s direction for those who seek it more than twenty-five times in both the Old and the New Testaments. I’ve listed a few verses to help you understand the way God responds to those who seek Him:


By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. (Exodus 13:21)




The Israelites went up and wept before the LORD until evening, and they inquired of the LORD. They said, “Shall we go up again to battle against the Benjamites, our brothers?” The LORD answered, “Go up against them.” (Judges 20:23)




When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are looting the threshing floors,” he inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” The LORD answered him, “Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” (1 Samuel 23:1–2)




David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I pursue this raiding party? Will I overtake them?” “Pursue them,” he answered. “You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue.” (1 Samuel 30:8)




He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the LORD, God gave him success. (2 Chronicles 26:5)




The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives. (Psalm 37:23 NLT)




When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. (John 16:13)



In addition to these verses that talk about incidents where God answered prayers for direction, there are two incidents where God did not answer such requests. In both cases, the person was not sincere. Because of his disingenuous heart and openness to the occult, God regretted ever placing this person in leadership (1 Sam. 15:11). His name was King Saul.


Saul asked God, “Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give them into Israel’s hand?” But God did not answer him that day. (1 Samuel 14:37)




When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart. He inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets. Saul then said to his attendants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of her.” (1 Samuel 28:5–7)



There is a biblical explanation why God did not respond to Saul’s request: “Saul died because he was unfaithful to the LORD; he did not keep the word of the LORD and even consulted a medium for guidance, and did not inquire of the LORD. So the LORD put him to death and turned the kingdom over to David son of Jesse” (1 Chron. 10:13–14).

So then, besides faith, what is the prerequisite to God’s answering our prayers? Is it perfect theology? Not necessarily. The Bible has many examples of people who had misconceptions or erroneous ideas, but God nonetheless chose to bless and heal them (Mark 9:39–40; Luke 9:49–50). Is the prerequisite a perfect heart? Probably not. How many times did David sin, spill innocent blood, or lie to save his own neck? Yet in spite of his actions, God blessed him and answered his prayers. So what is the prerequisite? It’s a genuine heart. When you pray with sincerity, God responds. As long as you don’t have a heart like Saul’s, you can be confident that He will respond when you ask Him for direction.

Are you looking for guidance? If so, I have researched the prayers that God always answers, and the first one I want to share with you is the prayer for direction. In the case of those who have genuine and sincere hearts, I have never encountered a place in Scripture where God did not respond favorably to their requests. The prayer outlined below is biblical. Many great men and women of faith have prayed a similar prayer. If you need direction, pray this prayer or read it and put it in your own words as you begin and end your day. Then use the example of the prayer journal in the back of the book to record how God answers.

The Prayer for Direction


God, You order the steps of a righteous person. If I have found favor in Your eyes, guide every step I take and guide every action. Help me to recognize Your path and discern where You want me to go. Open doors no one can shut, and shut every door I should avoid. Allow me to see clearly your direction without any confusion. Give me a clear sign today, this week, or this month regarding the direction I should take. I want to do Your will. Guide me in Christ’s name, amen.



Although you can apply this prayer to many different areas in your life, you may feel the need for guidance in something specific. For that reason, I have outlined five distinct areas that offer godly insights on prayer for God’s guidance and direction. They include God’s guidance for general direction, relationships, finances, health, and family.

II. How the Prayer for Direction Can Transform Five Areas of Your Life

1. Discovering God’s Direction for Your Life

Have you ever asked yourself, What am I doing with my life? I know I have a time or two. Many times we can become irritated when we don’t seem to be headed in the right direction. During times of frustration, we may feel like we are going in circles or simply living in survival mode, or existing from one day to the next. It’s during those times, if we are open, God will lead us. In spite of our circumstances, God responds to our requests for direction and helps point us toward godly solutions.

Imagine being seventy-five years old and feeling restless because your life hasn’t turned out the way you envisioned. Let’s say that you tried to have kids, but you and your wife were unsuccessful. To make matters worse, you were planning to move to a wonderful place for retirement, but because of circumstances beyond your control you were forced to stop five hundred miles short of your goal. This scenario is not fiction. It was Abraham’s life. He probably felt frustrated from time to time.

When Abraham sought God’s direction, the Lord responded, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Gen. 12:1–3).

So Abraham set out as the Lord directed him. He had a new lease on life, and God guided him every step of the way. What was the end result? He and his family inherited the Promised Land. “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise” (Heb. 11:8–9).

When you ask God for direction, you will receive it; if you seek answers, He promises that you will find them; if you are looking for a door, He says the right one will open for you (Luke 11:9). If you struggle with the question “What am I doing with my life?” the Lord will speak to you and give you direction.

Like most immigrants, Felipe came to the United States in search of a better life. His hope and dream was to start over, build wealth, and raise his family in a world of opportunity. Unfortunately, shortly after their arrival in the San Fernando Valley, he started to drink. Soon his daily habit turned into a vice. His wife, Juana, worked hard to keep the family afloat.

One day, she was walking down the street and saw what she thought was a circus tent. Somewhat curious, she walked through the vinyl curtains expecting to see clowns, a trapeze, and an assortment of wild animals. To her bewilderment, it wasn’t a circus. It was an evangelistic campaign. She didn’t want to leave abruptly. So she sat down in the back and waited for an opportune moment to slip out. The service began, and before she knew it, she was listening to the message.

The preacher said, “Jesus Christ can forgive your sins. Give your life to Him today!” When he gave the invitation, Juana got up and walked to the front and gave her life to the Lord. Something miraculous took place. The burden she had carried for years was suddenly lifted. As she walked home that night, she pondered the reason her family had come to the United States. They came for a better life, and God guided them every step of the way.

When she returned home, her husband, fairly inebriated, was waiting for her. He said, “Where have you been?” She said, “I went to the tent meeting three blocks from here. It’s not a circus. It’s a church.”

“What?!” exclaimed Felipe. “You went to a religious service?”

“Yes, I did.”

“Well, I forbid you to go back ever again,” he said. “As a matter of fact, if you ever go back, I am going to take my gun, shoot the preacher, and drag you out by your hair in front of everyone! Do you understand me?!”

Being a strong Latin woman, she wasn’t about to be told what she could or couldn’t do. Besides, she believed that God was directing her steps, and she knew that the very best thing for her family was to follow God’s leading. She purposed in her heart to go the next night.

Late the next afternoon, she headed to the campaign. When her husband found out where she had gone, he grabbed his gun and tucked it into the back of his pants underneath his jacket. He said to himself, When I get there, I’m going to shoot that preacher and drag my wife out of that meeting by her hair in front of everyone. She’ll regret going against my word. Then in his drunken, angry state, he set out for the campaign.

As he left the house, it started to rain. By the time he reached the tent, it was pouring. He quickly slipped into the back and stood for a few moments. He wanted to wait until it stopped raining before making his move. But the rain never let up, and he finally sat down. During his message, the pastor repeated the phrase he had used the night before: “Jesus Christ can forgive your sins. Give your life to Him today!” Tears began to run down Felipe’s cheeks. The one question that ran through his mind was, What am I doing with my life?

When the pastor gave the invitation, Felipe stood to his feet and walked to the front. That night Felipe Guerra gave his heart to the Lord and began a lifelong journey that impacted generations to come. Both he and his wife came to this country in search of a better life, and through a series of unforeseen events, they found it. God helped them find the answer to the question “What am I doing with my life?”

A few years later, Felipe Guerra started one of the first Spanish-speaking Pentecostal churches in the San Fernando Valley, and in 1960, his five-year-old grandson, Rich, gave his life to Christ in a service in that church plant. Today, Rich Guerra is the superintendent of the Assemblies of God in Southern California. God leads people just like Abraham and Felipe every day. And He blesses the generations that follow them.

Will He answer your prayer for direction? Absolutely! The following prayer will help you ask for God’s guidance for general direction so that you will see His mighty hand move in your life:


God, I ask You to give me clear direction and guidance for my life and in my current circumstances. Sometimes I feel disillusioned and disappointed. Show me Your path that will bring blessing to my life, my family, and my other relationships. I believe You have a specific purpose and destiny for me. Help me to identify it and give me the strength to walk in harmony with Your divine will. Give me the eyes to see your direction clearly without any distraction or confusion. I ask this in Christ’s name, amen.



2. Discovering God’s Direction for Your Relationships

Wouldn’t you like to know which relationships are truly worth the investment? How many people make friends with individuals who have no sense of commitment or faithfulness? Or worse, how many friendships bring out the worst in people by tearing them down instead of lifting them up? How many women become disillusioned over a relationship that goes nowhere or hold onto a guy that has never truly grown up? And in the business world, how many good-hearted people find out after it’s too late that their business partner embezzled from them?

God can guide you toward the friendships that are healthy and steer you away from the ones that are destructive. How? When you ask Him to lead you in regard to the relationships in your life, whether they are professional or casual, He will freely give you the insight you need. Perhaps one of the best examples of a godly relationship is the one between David and Jonathan. It was a friendship guided by the Lord.

The young man looked down upon the unconscious giant. The soldiers came out of hiding and began to cheer the young sheep herder. He then took Goliath’s sword, lifted it high in the air, and decapitated him. After killing Goliath, David became an instant national celebrity. However, King Saul wasn’t impressed. He became jealous that the Lord’s favor was upon him. Eventually, his jealousy grew to fear, and his fear turned to hatred. Many times he conspired to kill David, but the king’s son, Jonathan, intervened. No matter how elaborate the plan, Jonathan managed to get a message to his friend in order to save his life.

Jonathan was next in line to inherit the throne, but as long as David was alive, his becoming king was in question. Even so, he never thought twice about his commitment to David. He never put his own career ahead of his friend.

Jonathan went so far as to meet in secret with David when he was deeply distressed and “helped him find strength in God. ‘Don’t be afraid,’ he said. ‘My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this’”(1 Sam. 23:16–18). How did David find such a devout friend? David was someone who asked God to lead him. He constantly prayed. That’s why the Lord guided David in the choices he made regarding his relationships. He directed David and Jonathan’s relationship. When we ask God for direction, He helps us pick and develop our relationships. He offers guidance when we are willing to follow His lead.

Take a moment and ask yourself the following question: Do I have a godly friend in my life like Jonathan, someone who would risk so much for me? Do my friends lift me up or tear me down? Believe me, friend, God wants you to live a fruitful and meaningful life. He wants to guide you toward the relationships that will lift you up and bring out the very best in you.

Soon after I began my relationship with Christ, I realized that I needed to grow spiritually, but my old friends didn’t share my new spiritual convictions. I asked the Lord to help me develop godly relationships and discern which ones were worth the investment, which ones would be fruitful, and which ones would be healthy. Up until that point, most of my friendships revolved around sports, parties, and arcades. It wasn’t long until the Lord brought someone into my life who encouraged me and lifted me up. He invited me to join him for times of prayer and Bible study. I prayed, and God placed someone in my life during a time when I needed a good friend.

The same can be said about my wife. I prayed for years for the right person to marry. Although I dated a couple of wonderful people, the person God guided into my life is one of the finest I know. She is someone of deep moral character, integrity, trust, and, most important, spiritual depth. Of all the human relationships we can have, the one with a spouse is arguably the most important. If you sincerely seek His direction, God will guide you to meet and develop godly friendships and relationships with people who will be a great blessing to you.

If your current relationships are not uplifting, if they bring out the worst in you, if they move you in the wrong direction, then I highly recommend that you ask God to guide you. Perhaps God will lead you in such a way that you are able to transform and enrich the relationships that are important to you. Or perhaps He will confirm that it’s time to move on. In either case, if you seek Him, He will guide your steps. That’s a promise you can count on (Prov. 20:24).

God directs people every day, and I have no doubt that He will answer your prayer for direction regarding your relationships. The prayer below comes from several Biblical sources that you can use as an example for asking God to guide you in your relationships. If you need God’s direction for the relationships in your life, I would encourage you to pray this prayer or one that comes from your heart every day. Then make a note of the changes that take place.


Lord, help me to become a good and godly friend to those in my life, and help me to identify and cultivate the godly friendships that will pick me up instead of tear me down. Guide me to find friends who will bring out the best in me and encourage me to grow closer to You. Give me the strength to move away from the relationships that are not fruitful and closer to the ones that are. I ask You to guide all my personal and professional relationships. In Christ’s name I pray, amen.



3. Discovering God’s Direction for Your Finances

As of January 2010, the US had more than 576 million credit cards in circulation, and the average American family had $15,519 in credit card debt. The total U.S. consumer debt was $2.44 trillion, and the U.S. credit card default rate was 11.17 percent.1 As I write this book, I feel deeply compelled to urge you to seek God’s direction in regard to your finances.

As someone who started his professional career in sales before becoming a missionary, I realized early on that, regardless of one’s occupation, prayer for God’s direction is the starting point. It is essential, especially when dealing with our finances. How can I make that statement? God never leads anyone into financial ruin. He never leads people into more debt than they should take on.

When Cindee and I got married, we financed our wedding. We financed our furniture. We financed the honeymoon. At the time, we both made a good salary. I worked as a sales representative for a Fortune 500 company, and she worked as an executive assistant for a mergers and acquisitions corporation. Like most, we justified our expenditures. However, after four months we realized that we were not eliminating our debt as swiftly as we’d planned. We were barely making our minimum payments.

Our plan was to move to Costa Rica as missionaries two years later, but our missions organization wouldn’t accept applications from individuals with as much debt as we had. Cindee and I prayed a simple prayer: “God, we’re in a hole. Please help us get out!” I was hoping that God would have opened the floodgates of heaven and poured out an avalanche of dough upon our lives. God responded. But it wasn’t the response I was looking for. Instead of sending someone with an anonymous envelope containing a winning lottery ticket or an uncle who left me an inheritance, the Lord issued a direct and clear word: “Sell all your new furniture, move out of your new apartment, move into a trailer, and buy your replacement furniture at garage sales.” “What?” I asked. “But we have a baby coming in four months.” The Lord said, “If you want to get your financial house in order, you have to make wise choices, as painful as they may seem.”

Please don’t misunderstand me. This is not financial advice. This is spiritual advice. We wanted to be free, and we wanted to move to the mission field. So we did everything the Lord led us to do. In twelve months our debt dropped from more than $23,000 to $2,500. Was there ever a windfall of money? No. Did God guide us financially? Absolutely. Was it difficult? For the first two months. Were we ever in danger? Never!

In the Bible, God never turned His back on those whose hearts were sincere and genuine and who sought His guidance. “‘Let us build up these towns,’ [King Asa] said to Judah, ‘and put walls around them, with towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours, because we have sought the LORD our God; we sought him and he has given us rest on every side.’ So they built and prospered” (2 Chron. 14:7).

“This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his God. In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered” (2 Chron. 31:20–21).

“Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, ‘Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.’ And God granted his request” (1 Chron. 4:9).

Finally, this is what God says to those who are unequivocally willing to follow His lead when it comes to their finances: “‘Test me in this,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it’” (Mal. 3:10).

If you’ve come to the point where you recognize the need for God’s guidance regarding your finances, I believe He will graciously impart to you His infinite wisdom and insight. He will answer your prayer for financial direction. If you feel the need to have a simple prayer that can help you begin, consider the following prayer as an example:


Lord, I realize that money is not everything, but it is necessary for the things I need. I want You to trust me financially. Show me what I must do to become a great steward. Guide my steps so that my family and I can walk in Your blessings and provision. Help me to resist all the temptations that keep me from moving forward. I ask You to lead me in Christ’s name, amen.



4. Discovering God’s Direction for Your Health

Of all the prayer requests that flow across the Internet, by far the largest category pertains to physical health. Every day I receive more than twenty requests in my personal e-mail box from people all over the world asking for God’s intervention. To me, it’s very interesting. Jesus set out to help people physically, and today that need is just as viable as ever. After centuries of medical advancement, people still need God’s help for physical remedies. We become ill, die prematurely, and still battle diseases that have plagued humanity for millennia. As we see in the following story, Naaman was a powerful leader who had no other options but to follow God’s direction.

He was a highly respected military commander in the army of the king of Aram. Although he was successful on many battlefronts, he was losing his personal battle against leprosy.

An Israelite girl who wound up working in his home as a maidservant said to him, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy” (2 Kings 5:3). When Naaman asked his superior if he could go to Samaria, he not only agreed, but he also sent a letter to the king of Israel that read, “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy” (5:6).

At first the king of Israel was disturbed because he felt personally responsible for the man’s cure. When the prophet Elisha heard about it, though, he immediately realized it was an opportunity to glorify the Lord. He sent word to the king saying, “Why are you so upset? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel” (5:8).

Naaman went to Elisha’s door, but instead of coming out to greet him, Elisha sent a message to him that said, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed” (5:10). When Naaman heard the message and realized that Elisha was not coming out, he was furious. He said to his servants, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy” (5:11). In his mind, there were plenty of rivers in his own country. He couldn’t see what was so special about the Jordan.

Finally, several of his servants said to him, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” (5:13). Naaman let go of his pride and washed himself in the Jordan. When he emerged after dipping in the river seven times, his skin was like that of a young boy. The leprosy was completely gone.

The great commander returned to Elisha’s house, this time humbled by the miracle God had done. He confessed that there was no God in all of creation like the God of Israel. He wanted to give Elisha gifts, but he refused. Elisha worked for the Lord, and the compensation that God gave him was more than enough.

Naaman was a man of integrity. Through the word of a young girl, God led him to a place where his health could be restored. Even when he was ready to walk away from the gift of God, the Lord directed the words of his servants to convince him to turn around and head back to the Jordan. It was God’s course of action. It was precisely the direction that Naaman needed.

Many people today face similar circumstances. When I ask people in cities throughout the United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean what their greatest prayer requests are, many indicate that they need God’s help to face the problems that are affecting their bodies. Many times, unfortunately, the medical community has no solution. That’s when we need God to lead us. And if we turn to Him, He will guide us and help us find the answers.

I believe that God works on every front to bring healing and restoration to the human race. Whether the man of God “waves his hand over the spot and cures you of your leprosy” or a chemist discovers a new form of cancer treatment in a laboratory, I believe both are God-inspired. Both are victories, and both are examples of the power of God. Let me explain.

I went to the post office on Monday morning to pick up our medical clearance forms. At the time, I was twenty-three years old. Everything looked good except one number pertaining to my blood work. My cholesterol was 297. That’s impossible, I said to myself. The doctor’s note read, “Try a low cholesterol diet, and recheck in two months.”

I bought a book on lowering cholesterol, ran every morning, and took all the right vitamins. After two months, I lost twenty pounds and went in for my blood work. My cholesterol dropped more than 120 points. That’s that, I thought. All I have to do is eat right and exercise, and I won’t have to worry about it again.
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