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HIT THE ROAD



Even if you’ve never taken to the highway—elbow hooked over the open window, favorite song blaring, horizon unfurling ahead—you feel something when you hear the words “road trip.” An adrenaline rush. A shot of exhilaration. The anticipation of discovering something new. About the world or perhaps about yourself.


American road trips are rooted in a deep mythology that connects to our country’s westward expansion and the optimism for new beginnings. Captured poetically in books by Steinbeck and Kerouac, and thrillingly in movies like Thelma and Louise, road trips embody the ultimate expression of freedom. All you need is a set of wheels and you can go anywhere, do anything, and meet anyone.


When we travel, we pack more than just a change of clothes and a toothbrush. We bring with us grand expectations for life-changing experiences and soul-stirring sights. We want to relax and unwind, yes. But we also believe that once untethered from our daily routines, we’ll be transformed.


The 50 trips in this guide meet such a tall order. The vast expanse of the Loneliest Road in Nevada lures you into meditation. The vivid colors of Vermont’s fall foliage take your breath away. The mysterious Marfa Lights blinking over a black desert call into question everything you think you know about the universe. And the speed limit on the Blue Ridge Parkway forces you to slow down in the best way possible.


For this journey, you only need a set of wheels. The rest is up to you. Be free.
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HIGHWAY 1 IN CALIFORNIA








TOP 10 EXPERIENCES


BEST VIEWS


BEST COASTAL DRIVES
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BEST GLIMPSES OF AMERICANA


BEST FOR KIDS


BEST FOR OUTDOOR EXPLORERS


BEST ON TWO WHEELS




Top 10 EXPERIENCES
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1 SUMMIT DIAMOND HEAD


The 560-foot climb to the top of this dormant volcano on O‘ahu leads you to views of Waikiki, the Ko‘olau Mountains, and the teal-blue waters of the Pacific Ocean.
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2 DRINK IN DESERT VISTAS ON THE APACHE TRAIL


State Route 88, just outside of Phoenix, Arizona, traverses cactus-studded landscapes and canyon-walled lakes. Drive it during spring and you’ll be rewarded with colorful desert blooms, from the yellow palo verde to the deep orange tips of the ocotillo.
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3 HEAR THE WAVES CRASHING IN BIG SUR


There’s a reason why the Big Sur Coast Highway is so storied. As you drive the cliff-hugging road, you’ll be accompanied by the sounds of the Pacific Ocean crashing into the shore.
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4 ADMIRE AN EPIC WATERFALL ON MICHIGAN’S UPPER PENINSULA


When road-tripping through the U.P., a stretch-your-legs stop at Tahquamenon Falls State Park is essential. It’s home to the second most powerful waterfall east of the Mississippi River, bested only by Niagara Falls.
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5 WATCH FOR WILDLIFE IN YELLOWSTONE


Driving through the stark wilderness of Yellowstone brings you face to face with an abundance of wildlife. Bison and elk roam the valleys, coyotes, foxes, and wolves skirt the hills, and bears lumber below the trees.
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6 NOSH YOUR WAY ALONG LAKE CHAMPLAIN SCENIC BYWAY


Vermont’s western border along Lake Champlain is a plethora of farms, dairies, orchards, and maple houses that offer endless ways to savor local flavor, from fresh cheese and just-churned ice cream to ripe blueberries and sweet syrup.
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7 CRUISE DOWN ICONIC ROUTE 66


Relish the kitschy fun and Instagram-worthy neon signs on historic Route 66, which stretches from Chicago to Los Angeles.
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8 CROSS OVER TO THE KEYS


Florida’s most famous and longest bridge connects the Florida Keys, a string of tropical islands south of Miami. The bridge spans turquoise waters as far as the eye can see and gifts motorists with 360-degree horizon views.
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9 FEAST YOUR EYES ON FALL FOLIAGE


Take an impressive fall drive along the Blue Ridge Parkway from Virginia to Tennessee. It offers everything you want in a road trip: zero billboards, a cruising speed of 45mph, and a dramatic conclusion in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
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10 GAWK AT NORTH AMERICA’S TALLEST MOUNTAIN


Denali rises grandly in the distance on Alaska’s Parks Highway, which serves as the main artery to the eponymous national park.









Best VIEWS



BEST OF THE GOLDEN STATE


Enjoy golden views in California and beyond: sunrise at the Grand Canyon, sunset on the Santa Monica Pier, and midnight gazing down at the glittering lights of Las Vegas.


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA LOOP


See towering redwoods, the rolling vineyards of wine country, the snow-covered peak of Mount Shasta, Yosemite’s sequoias, and the ocean waves crashing into Big Sur.


CALIFORNIA DESERTS


There is nothing like seeing a Joshua tree for the first time. At Joshua Tree National Park, prepare to be astounded by forests of this gnarled yucca and hulking boulders.


SANTA FE, TAOS, AND THE ENCHANTED CIRCLE


See the red mesas, green valleys, and mountainous backcountry of New Mexico—including the looming Wheeler Peak—along the Enchanted Circle drive.



WEST TEXAS AND BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK



Big Bend offers unobstructed sightlines of the winding Rio Grande, the forested Chisos Mountains, and the stark desert landscape that stretches for miles.


DENVER, BOULDER, AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK


The Rocky Mountains encircle Estes Park, so no matter where you are in town or in what direction you look, you’re rewarded with resplendent, snowcapped mountain vistas.
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK





THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL


From the peak of Mount Greylock you can see the Berkshires, and from the top of Spruce Mountain you have unparalleled views of the forests and lakes of Maine’s backcountry.


LAKE CHAMPLAIN SCENIC BYWAY


To grasp just how big the sixth-largest lake in the country is, walk or drive to the top of Mount Philo, where Adirondack chairs and wooden benches invite you to stay awhile.


ADIRONDACKS AND CATSKILLS


This region boasts an abundance of state parks and preserves, with thousands of acres of vista-packed wild spaces and natural lands to explore.


ROAD TO HANA


You’ll have a hard time deciding which views are more memorable—those of rushing waterfalls that plunge into secluded swimming holes or the endless expanse of the sparkling Pacific Ocean.
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ROAD TO HANA






Best COASTAL DRIVES



PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY: CALIFORNIA


Whether it’s a cliff jutting over the ocean in Big Sur or the warm sands of Huntington Beach or San Diego, this highway keeps you linked to Pacific Ocean views at all times.


PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY: WASHINGTON AND OREGON


Staring at the deep-blue hue and unruly waves of the Pacific Ocean never gets old. Thankfully, this trip affords plenty of secluded beaches from which to gaze at the coastal horizon.
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OREGON COAST BEACH





MICHIGAN’S GOLD COAST


No matter if you’re lunching at a family-owned restaurant or staying at a charming bed-and-breakfast, you’re never far from water views thanks to the route’s 300 miles of coastline.


BEST OF NEW ENGLAND


Lighthouses line the rugged Maine coast, linking quaint towns and lovely beaches, most of which lie dormant in winter only to come alive with the crowds in summer.



CHESAPEAKE BAY



The Chesapeake Bay hugs Maryland’s shoreline. This drive drive hops from yacht-filled marinas and bustling bayside towns to peaceful beaches sometimes populated only by a morning walker and his golden retriever.


NORTH CAROLINA’S OUTER BANKS


This drive straddles Pamlico Sound to the west and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. Breathe in the sea air, and linger in the coastal villages that line the barrier islands.
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WILD HORSES IN NORTH CAROLINA’S OUTER BANKS





O‘AHU COASTAL LOOP


The quiet beaches and pounding surf of the North Shore tempt you to pull over. Make time for frequent stops so you don’t to miss a chance to watch surfers navigate the 30-story waves.
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RAINBOW EUCALYPTUS TREE ON O‘AHU





ROAD TO HANA


Hairpin curves wind around Maui’s eastern coastline, where the only thing that stands between you and the view is a palm tree or a banana stand.



Best FOODIE ADVENTURES



COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE AND WINE COUNTRY


No trip to Washington State is complete without sampling the goods of the grape—cabernet franc, merlot, syrah—at tasting rooms in the region’s wine country.


WISCONSIN’S DOOR COUNTY


Ever downed a shot of bitters, dined on pickled herring and lingonberries, or eaten a potato pancake? On this Scandinavian culinary tour, you can.


BEST OF NEW ENGLAND


Roadside vegetable stands and u-pick farms are plentiful, but the real treats are the lobster rolls and clam cakes in Maine or the pizza pies in Boston.


LAKE CHAMPLAIN SCENIC BYWAY


The syrup is tapped from the maple trees that shade the road, and the cheese in the markets comes from nearby dairy farms. Then there are the orchards, which offer u-pick fresh fruit and hard ciders.
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FARMERS MARKET IN MAINE





HUDSON RIVER VALLEY


Home of the Culinary Institute of America, this region invites you to explore the gastronomy of its renowned restaurants, often owned and operated by top chefs.


THE NATCHEZ TRACE: NASHVILLE TO NEW ORLEANS


From Nashville hot chicken to gumbo, beignets, and po’boys in New Orleans, you’ll get a true taste of regional flavors along the Natchez Trace.
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE





CHARLESTON TO SAVANNAH


These are just a few of the dishes you must try: slow-smoked pork (pulled, shredded, or chopped), shrimp and grits, fried green tomatoes, low-country boil, pimento cheese on bread, and pralines.


KENTUCKY’S BOURBON TRAIL


Have your designated driver ready so you can indulge in bourbon tastings at some of the most notable distilleries in the world, including Jim Beam, Maker’s Mark, Evan Williams, and Buffalo Trace.
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KENTUCKY BOURBON TRAIL






Best GLIMPSES OF AMERICANA



THE LONELIEST ROAD


As it travels through small town after small town, Route 50 shows you what Main Street U.S.A. looks like from coast to coast; hence its secondary nickname, “the Backbone of America”.


ROUTE 66


The retro neon signs, kitschy tourist traps, and vintage motor courts found on the Mother Road provide a captured-in-time image of American life.
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HISTORIC ROUTE 66





GOLD COUNTRY RAMBLE


The gold rush and the West’s growth are intrinsically linked. Step back into the dusty, rowdy, hopeful, pioneering history of the Old West on this California road trip.


AUSTIN, SAN ANTONIO, AND THE HILL COUNTRY


Expect big hats, cowboy boots, and a friendly welcome. From Austin to San Antonio, and everywhere in between, the Texas spirit runs strong and proud.
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HATS FOR SALE IN SAN ANTONIO






PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, AND PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH COUNTRY



Find Americana treasures in the heart of Amish country, where buggies share the road with cars, shops sell handmade quilts, and restaurants serve chicken pot pie.
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AMISH BUGGY





BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY


Dig into the fascinating world of bluegrass music and Appalachian folk arts, then pay a visit to Dollywood, an amusement park owned by the one and only Dolly Parton.


THE NATCHEZ TRACE: NASHVILLE TO NEW ORLEANS


With destinations like Elvis Presley’s Graceland, a studio where the greatest musicians of all time recorded hits, and civil rights landmarks, this trip offers a crash course in all things American.



Best FOR KIDS



ROUTE 66


Along the Mother Road, the quirky roadside attractions in small towns and kid-friendly museums in big cities keep the whole family entertained.


OREGON TRAIL


Ideal for older kids, this trip offers a hands-on, interactive education on America’s westward expansion, including a chance to ride on a real pioneer wagon.


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND ROUTE 66 LOOP


Children will never be bored by the rides and shows at Disneyland and California Adventure, nor by the family-friendly offerings in Newport Beach and San Diego.
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HISTORIC COLORFUL BUILDINGS ALONG ROUTE 66





BEST OF THE SOUTHWEST


There’s family fun to be had in the Southwest, whether it’s riding the rails to the Grand Canyon, taking in a PG-rated show in Las Vegas, or standing in four states at once at the Four Corners Monument.



RENO TO THE RUBIES



If children aren’t mesmerized by the stalagmites in the Lehman Caves, they’ll love the steam-train ride in Ely and the Chollar Mine tour in Virginia City.


MOUNT RUSHMORE AND THE BLACK HILLS


Every child should see the rock-carved faces of past presidents at Mount Rushmore. At Custer State Park, bring carrots so the kids can feed the burros, then saddle up for a family horseback ride.
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MOUNT RUSHMORE





THE JERSEY SHORE


Bring swimsuits, sunscreen, and a lot of energy for the beach and boardwalk activities—such as arcades, games, and amusement rides—along the Jersey Shore.


SOUTH FLORIDA AND THE KEYS


Kiddos can build sand castles and frolic in the warm water at Daytona Beach, then enjoy the amusements at Disney World’s theme parks.
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BAHIA HONDA, FLORIDA KEYS






Best FOR OUTDOOR EXPLORERS



PACIFIC CREST TRAIL: CALIFORNIA


Pack your hiking boots for numerous opportunities to pull off to the side of the road and hit the trail on California’s segment of the PCT, which runs from Mexico to Canada.


PACIFIC CREST TRAIL: OREGON AND WASHINGTON


Summit rocky peaks, balance on the caldera’s edge of Crater Lake, and camp in the shadow of Mount Rainier. Then cap off your adventures with a locally brewed craft beer.
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PACIFIC CREST TRAIL, YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK





HIGH ADVENTURE IN BEND


Bend’s craggy volcanic peaks draw high-adrenaline thrill seekers, from downhill skiers and mountain bikers to rock climbers, rafters, and kayakers.


SALT LAKE CITY, PARK CITY, AND THE WASATCH RANGE


You’ll find four-season outdoor fun in this region. In winter, bundle up for skiing and snowboarding; come summer, there’s hiking and mountain biking.



YELLOWSTONE TO GLACIER NATIONAL PARK



When you’re finished hiking glacier trails and summiting steep mountains, walk to a waterfall or take a dip in the healing hot springs.


IDAHO’S RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS: BOISE TO COEUR D’ALENE


Hook up with a river guide to embark on a float trip or rafting tour down the Salmon River. For something tamer, rent a canoe to paddle the placid waters of Payette Lake.


MINNEAPOLIS TO VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK


Outdoors adventures come by way of water: fish for trout, camp on a houseboat, paddle the Boundary Waters, or hike to lake and river views.


THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL


The Appalachian Trail is well marked and heavily traveled, making it easy to hop on at various points for a sunset hike or a vigorous day trek that leads to 360-degree views.


ALASKA’S PARKS HIGHWAY


Calling all birders and wildlife-watchers: Keep your binoculars out and your eyes open for caribou, moose, beavers, and migratory waterfowl.




[image: Image]


ALASKA’S PARKS HIGHWAY





THE KENAI PENINSULA


With its boat tours, glacier cruises, and gentle nature trails, the Kenai Peninsula is perfect for outdoor lovers who don’t want high-intensity adventure.



Best ON TWO WHEELS



THE LONELIEST ROAD


Motorcyclists will see nary another vehicle on the empty stretches through Utah and Nevada, and bicyclists can jump on the scenic, 239-mile Katy Trail through Missouri.


ROUTE 66


Thousands of motorcyclists and bicyclists ride this historic route. Complete the end-to-end journey—from Chicago to Santa Monica—or join the road somewhere in the middle.
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MOTORCYCLE ON ROUTE 66





BEST OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST


Not only are the rural areas of this region welcoming to two-wheeled travelers, but so are the cities; Seattle, Portland, Vancouver, and Victoria all cater to bicyclists.


THE APACHE TRAIL


Motorcyclists take to this road on the weekends to enjoy the slow and scenic ride through the Sonoran Desert, complete with one or two saloon stops and dinner overlooking Apache Lake.


RENO TO THE RUBIES


The ride from Reno to bawdy Virginia City is popular with motorcyclists—mostly for the epic views and wild-horse sightings, but also for the lively saloons that await at the end of the trip.



WILD WYOMING



The big skies and open spaces—not to mention the striking scenery—of Wyoming make it an ideal road trip for motorcyclists and bicyclists alike.
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BISON IN WYOMING





MICHIGAN’S UPPER PENINSULA


Heritage trails, historic stops, picnic areas, and welcoming B&Bs make it easy to explore Michigan’s Upper Peninsula on two wheels.




MAKE IT A Greener Road Trip


Taking a road trip requires the use of a vehicle, which increases your carbon footprint. Below are some tips to help offset that increase and lighten your environmental impact.


GETTING AROUND


•  Pack your vehicle as light as possible so as not to weight down the car, which decreases fuel efficiency.


•  Plan your driving route thoroughly to avoid wasting gas by backtracking.


•  Get a vehicle tune-up before you launch. It helps increase fuel efficiency when your car operates at peak performance.


•  Rent a hybrid or electric car. If you opt for an electric car, you’ll be pleased to know there are more than 20,000 charging stations throughout the United States. Find specific locations at the U.S. Department of Energy’s website (https://afdc.energy.gov/stations/#/find/nearest).


•  Keep your vehicle’s tire pressure at its optimum level to aid with fuel efficiency.


•  Use public transportation in cities.


REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE


•  Save your recyclables until you get to a recycling center in a town or city, or at a rest stop. Google Maps can help locate recycling centers near you.


•  Pack reusable grocery sacks and utilize them when making purchases on the road, even at gas stations or mini-marts.


•  Conserve water by re-wearing clothing when possible, using dry shampoo, and doing a full load of laundry instead of several smaller loads.


•  Bring your own toiletries rather than using those provided in individual bottles at hotels and motels.


FOOD AND DRINKS


•  Bring a reusable water bottle instead of buying individual plastic bottles.


•  Save food by planning meals ahead of time and buy in bulk when possible.


•  Pack snacks and meals for the road and keep them in a small cooler in the vehicle.


•  Bring reusable food containers, so you can store restaurant leftovers in a sustainable manner that doesn’t involve Styrofoam or throwaway plastic.










CROSS-COUNTRY ROUTES



These trips thread from coast to coast. They carry you deep into America’s heartland, stopping in some of the nation’s biggest cities and taking you far back in time. There’s Route 66, one of the most famous highways in the United States, which offers roadside attractions and a glimpse at a bygone era from Chicago to Santa Monica. The Oregon Trail is a route carved in history by the intrepid pioneers heading west from Missouri to Oregon. And then there’s the Loneliest Road, a quiet two-lane stretch that starts in Sacramento, California, wanders through America’s small towns, and finishes in Maryland, at the Atlantic Ocean.
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HISTORIC ROUTE 66








The Loneliest Road (US-50)


Route 66


Oregon Trail
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CROSS-COUNTRY



ROAD TRIPS


THE LONELIEST ROAD (US-50)


Quiet and solitude, two-lane roads, small towns, Wild West frontier, colonial-era history, beach boardwalks, Sierra Nevada, Appalachian Mountains, Rocky Mountains, vast Western landscapes, leafy East Coast drives, regional eats (click here)
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SIGN ON ROUTE 50





ROUTE 66


Retro neon signs, classic motor courts, roadside attractions, kitsch Americana, desert vistas, ocean sunsets (click here)
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TOWER STATION AND U-DROP INN CAFÉ ON ROUTE 66





OREGON TRAIL


Pioneer history, wagon-wheel ruts, Old West towns, Kansas City barbecue, Native American culture, prairie views (click here)
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CHIMNEY ROCK, NEBRASKA







Best of THE ROAD TRIPS


Stare into a canyon formed by the oldest rocks on earth at Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park in Colorado (click here).
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Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park, Colorado





Drive the spiny ridges of the remote Allegheny Mountains in West Virginia’s mining country (click here).
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Allegheny Mountains, West Virgina





Soak up the history of the Mother Road at the Illinois Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum (click here).
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Illinois Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum





Indulge in roadside kitsch and good eats at Delgadillo’s Snow Cap Drive-In in Seligman, Arizona (click here).
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Delgadillo’s Snow Cap Drive-In, Seligman





Follow the arduous trek of pioneers at the National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center in Baker City, Oregon (click here).




[image: Image]


National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center, Baker City










THE LONELIEST ROAD (US-50)


WHY GO: Quiet and solitude, two-lane roads, small towns, Wild West frontier, colonial-era history, beach boardwalks, Sierra Nevada, Appalachian Mountains, Rocky Mountains, vast Western landscapes, leafy East Coast drives, regional eats


TOTAL DISTANCE: 3,655 miles/5,880 kilometers


NUMBER OF DAYS: 21


SEASONS: Spring through fall


START: Sacramento, California


END: Ocean City, Maryland
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ROUTE 50, NEVADA
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Route 50 is a road of many names. It has been coined the “Backbone of America” for its path through the country’s small towns, populated by hardworking citizens. It is also referred to as the “Loneliest Road” because of the route’s breathtaking isolation in Nevada, where motorists encounter not a single gas station, stoplight, or another soul for hundreds of miles. The 3,000-plus-mile, two-lane blacktop runs from Sacramento, California, to the shores of the Atlantic in Ocean City, Maryland. Route 50 is a slow, deep breath of fresh air.


DAY 1: Sacramento, California


MORNING AND AFTERNOON


1 In Sacramento, order locally roasted coffee and from-scratch banana-blackberry pancakes at the delightful Orphan Breakfast House (3440 C St., 916/442-7370, www.orphanbreakfast.com, 7am-2pm daily, $7-13).


2 At the California State Railroad Museum (125 I St., 916/323-9280, www.parks.ca.gov, 10am-5pm daily, $12 adults, $6 children 6-17) in Old Sacramento, the history of the gold rush and the golden era of the railroad come alive.


3 Your final destination of Ocean City, Maryland, is thousands of miles away, so you’re probably not expecting to see road signage for this oceanside town yet. But! At the junction of I-80 and US-50 just west of downtown, you’ll see the famous Ocean City distance sign (right side of eastbound I-80, just before US-50). It reads: “Placerville 46, South Lake Tahoe 107, Ocean City, MD 3,037.” Because it’s a highway sign, it’s difficult to get a picture, but it’s worth a drive-by glimpse.


EVENING


4 Enjoy a relaxed and locally sourced dinner at The Waterboy (2000 Capitol Ave., 916/498-9891, www.waterboyrestaurant.com, 5pm-9pm Sun.-Mon., 5pm-9:30pm Tues.-Thurs., 5pm-10:30pm Fri.-Sat., $10-35).


5 Settle in for the night at Amber House Inn of Midtown (1315 22nd St., 916/444-8085, www.amberhouse.com, $179-300). It offers 10 classically appointed rooms.
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CALIFORNIA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM





DAY 2: Sacramento to South Lake Tahoe, California


120 miles/193 kilometers | 3 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50


1 Get up early and hit the road for Placerville, a former gold rush town at the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. Learn about Placerville’s gold mining history and watch blacksmiths at work at Gold Bug Park and Mine (2635 Gold Bug Ln., 530/642-5207, www.goldbugpark.org, 10am-4pm daily summer, 10am-4pm Sat.-Sun. fall-spring, $9 adults, $5 children 6-17), the only municipally owned gold mine in the country.


[image: Image] Go east on US-50 to Placerville (41 mi/66 km).


2 As you continue into the Sierra Nevada, take a break to stretch your legs on a hike to Horsetail Falls on the Pyramid Creek Trail (3.1 mi/5 km round-trip, 1.5 hours, moderate). Dropping 500 feet, the falls cut through the rocky escarpment of the mountain. The trail can be tough to spot on the way up, so bring a map. There’s a $5 parking fee at the trailhead.


[image: Image] To get to Horsetail Falls, take US-50 east for 41 miles (66 km) to the parking lot on the north side of the road.


3 Soon you’ll arrive at the sparkling, deep-blue oasis of Lake Tahoe, the second-deepest lake in the country. When you arrive in South Lake Tahoe, get your lake photos at the pristine Lakeside Beach (4081 Lakeshore Blvd., 530/542-2314, http://lakesideparkassociation.org, sunrise-sunset daily, $10 adults, $5 children under 18).


[image: Image] Continue east on US-50 to South Lake Tahoe (16 mi/26 km).


4 Your lodging for the night is the Coachman Hotel (4100 Pine Blvd., 530/545-6460, http://coachmantahoe.com, $260-370), an inviting boutique hotel within steps of the lake and downtown South Lake Tahoe.


5 For pizza and local brews, walk to Base Camp Pizza Co. (1001 Heavenly Village Way, 530/544-2273, http://basecamppizzaco.com [URL inactive], 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $9-27). Return to The Coachman for complimentary s’mores by the fire pit.
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LAKESIDE BEACH, LAKE TAHOE





DAY 3: South Lake Tahoe to Eureka, Nevada


275 miles/440 kilometers | 5-6 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50 • NV-341 • NV-79 • US-50


1 Wake up early and hit the road for Carson City. A worthy stop is the Nevada State Museum (600 N. Carson St., 775/687-4810, www.carsonnvmuseum.org, 8:30am-4:30pm Tues.-Sun., $8). The museum showcases exhibits on mining, Nevada history, geology and geography of the area, and Native American culture.


[image: Image] Follow US-50 E for 28 miles (45 km) to Carson City.


2 Before you leave, snap a selfie in front of the nearby Carson City Nugget (507 N. Carson St., 775/882-1626, http://ccnugget.com, 24 hours daily), a 1950s-era casino that’s still going strong.


3 Continue on to Virginia City, a former mining boomtown that’s now a tourist hot spot, perched on the side of a mountain. Ride the rails of the Virginia & Truckee Railroad (165 F St., 775/847-0380, www.virginiatruckee.com, 10:30am-4pm daily late May-late Oct., $12-14 adults, $6-7 children 5-10) past mines, over bridges, and through tunnels.


[image: Image] Drive 5 miles (8 km) to NV-341. Turn left and take NV-341 to Virginia City (7 mi/11 km).


4 Enjoy a self-guided tour along the half-mile loop at Hickison Petroglyph Recreation Area (US-50, 775/635-4062, www.blm.gov, 24 hours daily, free), where ancient petroglyphs are etched into the rocks of the Hickison Summit. The easy trail winds through sagebrush and junipers and leads to a breathtaking view of the Great Basin and the 7,000-foot mountain ranges that surround it.


[image: Image] From Virginia City, take NV-79 for 6 miles (10 km), then continue onto Six Mile Canyon Rd. In 2 miles (3 km), turn left on US-50 and stay on it to Fallon (44 mi/71 km). Drive east on US-50 to Hickison Petroglyph Recreation Area (135 mi/217 km).


5 The mines in Eureka are operational, which means this little Great Basin town is still a thriving community. Centuries-old buildings line Main Street and house restaurants, city offices, and even a restored opera house from 1880. Bed down for the night at the historic Eureka Gold Country Inn (251 N. Main St., 775/237-5247, www.eurekagoldcountryinn.com, $108-113).


[image: Image] Follow US-50 E for 45 miles (72 km) to Eureka.
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VIRGINIA CITY, NEVADA





DAY 4: Eureka to Baker, Nevada


150 miles/240 kilometers | 3 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50 • NV-487 • NV-488


1 Before leaving town, grab a hot coffee and tasty breakfast burrito from the Pony Express Deli (101 Bullion St., 775/237-7665, 6am-2pm Mon.-Sat., $5-9).


2 US-50 stretches long and desolate between Eureka and Ely; now you’ll understand why it’s nicknamed “the Loneliest Road.” Once in Ely, another former mining town, make a quick-but-interesting stop at the Nevada Northern Railway Museum (1100 Ave. A, 775/289-2085, www.nevadanorthernrailway.net, 8am-5pm daily, $33 adults, $15 children 4-12).


[image: Image] It’s 78 miles (126 km) from Eureka to Ely going east on US-50.


3 Continue on to Great Basin National Park (www.nps.gov/grba, free), an hour east of Ely. Don’t miss a guided tour of the Lehman Caves (5500 W. NV-488, 775/234-7331, ext. 242, visitors center 8am-5pm daily summer, shorter hours fall-spring, $9-11 adults, $5-6 children 5-15), where you’ll see fascinating stalagmite and stalactite formations. Tours depart every two hours in summer; there are less frequent departures the rest of the year. Near the visitors center is a short, easy path to an orchard of 100-year-old apricot trees, which ripen in mid-August.


[image: Image] Continue east on US-50 for 57 miles (92 km) to NV-487. Turn right on NV-487, which leads to the town of Baker. In 5 miles (8 km), turn right on NV-488. Follow NV-488 W to the Lehman Caves Visitor Center (5 mi/8 km).


4 Next, head back into Baker to check out the Great Basin Visitor Center (57 N. NV-487, 775/234-7331, www.nps.gov/grba, 11am-5pm daily Apr.-Oct.), which offers orientation exhibits and videos.


[image: Image] Take NV-488 east into Baker (5 mi/8 km).


5 Check into the Stargazer Inn (115 Baker Ave., 775/234-7323, www.stargazernevada.com, $72-98), where you can dine at the on-site restaurant, Kerouac’s (7am-10am and 5pm-10pm Wed.-Mon. mid-Apr.-mid-Nov., $15-30).




[image: Image]


LEHMAN CAVES, GREAT BASIN NATIONAL PARK






DAY 5: Baker to Green River, Utah



315 miles/510 kilometers | 6 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50/US-6 • US-6 • US-6/US-191 • I-70


1 Pop by the adorable Baker’s Bean (40 S. Baker Ave., 719/237-5725, http://saltandsucre.com, 7am-3pm daily, $5) for espresso drinks and egg-and-cheese paninis. Fill up, because you’ve got a long drive ahead this morning.


2 As you drive over Soldier Summit, which peaks at nearly 8,000 feet, you’ll pass stands of cottonwood and pine trees, steep sandstone canyons, and the hulking mountains of the Wasatch Range. When you reach the railroad town of Helper, visit the Western Mining & Railroad Museum (294 S. Main St., 435/472-3009, 10am-5pm Mon.-Sat. summer, 11am-4pm Tues.-Sat. fall-spring, free) to learn how the “helper” engines pushed the trains over Solider Summit—the very one you just traversed. The museum offers displays on railroading, coal mining, and real-life stories of the people who worked in the mines from 1880 to 1950.


[image: Image] Drive east on US-50/US-6 for 92 miles (148 km), then turn left onto US-6. Stay on US-6 for 143 miles (230 km) to Helper.


3 Grab a quick bite to eat in Price, the largest city in eastern Utah, then continue to Green River. Here, take in the collection at the John Wesley Powell River History Museum (1765 E. Main St., 435/564-3427, http://johnwesleypowell.com, 9am-7pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun. summer, 9am-5pm Tues.-Sat. fall-spring, $6). The repository of artifacts tells the tale of explorer Powell and his team, as well as other explorers whose daring adventures helped shape the West.


[image: Image] Continue on US-6/US-191 to Price (8 mi/13 km).


4 Stay at the hip riverfront hotel Skyfall Guestrooms (1710 E. Main St., 435/564-8109, www.skyfallguestrooms.com, from $250). The themed rooms are bright and stylish, plus the hotel offers complimentary breakfast at the on-site Tamarisk Restaurant (www.tamariskrestaurant.com, 7am-8:30pm daily, $9-14).


[image: Image] Continue on US-6/US-191 to I-70 (60 mi/97 km). Merge onto I-70 E and follow it for 3 miles (5 km) to Green River.


5 Opt for beers and burgers at the low-key Ray’s Tavern (25 S. Broadway, 435/564-3511, 11am-9:30pm daily, $8-12).




[image: Image]


STATUE OF A COAL MINER IN HELPER, UTAH





DAY 6: Green River to Moab, Utah


140 miles/225 kilometers | 3-4 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: I-70 • US-191 • UT-313 • US-191


1 After filling up at the hotel’s complimentary breakfast, head to Moab, the gateway to Arches and Canyonlands. Check in to The Gonzo Inn (100 W. 200 S., 435/259-2515 or 800/791-4044, www.gonzoinn.com, $199-249), a colorful boutique hotel.


[image: Image] Take I-70 E to US-191 (17 mi/27 km). Turn right on US-191 and drive 32 miles (51 km) to Moab.


2 After you drop off your bags, make your way to Arches National Park (435/719-2299, www.nps.gov/arch, $30 per vehicle, $25 per motorcycle, $15 bicyclists and pedestrians), which is just 5 miles (8 km) away.


[image: Image] Get back on US-191 and drive north for 5 miles (8 km) to the park entrance.


3 Drive to The Windows Section (2.5 mi/4 km past Balanced Rock) and walk along the short paths that lead to four arches. Crowds can be heavy, as this is the park’s most popular attraction. But the views and the photo ops are worth it.


4 From Arches, it’s a 40-minute drive to Canyonlands National Park (435/719-2313, www.nps.gov/cany, $30 per vehicle, $25 per motorcycle, $15 bicyclists and pedestrians). See how water, gravity, and time have shaped the mesas, buttes, spires, and canyons of this primitive wilderness area.


[image: Image] Take US-191 N to UT-313 (7 mi/11 km). Turn left and follow UT-313 west to Grand View Point Road/Island in the Sky Rd. (15 mi/24 km). Continue for another 5 miles (8 km) to Canyonlands National Park.


5 At the end of the main road in the park, in the Island in the Sky District, visit Grand View Point (12 mi/19 km south of the visitors center). Monument Basin lies below in the distance, and in between, you can see the Colorado River, The Needles, canyons, and mountains. Hike the short Grand View Trail (1 mi/1.6 km, 1 hour, easy) along slickrock cliffs, which captures the essence of the Island in the Sky. Return to Moab and enjoy dinner in town.


[image: Image] Follow UT-313 back to US-191, turn right and drive south on US-191 back to Moab (30 mi/48 km).




[image: Image]


ARCHES NATIONAL PARK





DAY 7: Moab to Montrose, Colorado


290 miles/470 kilometers | 6 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-191 • I-70 • US-50 • Million Dollar Hwy./US-550


1 Rise and shine early. You have a lot of ground to cover. Take in breakfast at the buzzy Moab Diner (189 S. Main St., 435/259-4006, www.moabdiner.com, 6am-9pm Mon.-Tues., 6am-10pm Wed.-Thurs., 6am-11pm Fri.-Sat., $7-10), then drive east to Colorado.


2 Cruise through the rivers, red-rock canyons, and dinosaur fossils of Grand Junction and Delta on your way to Montrose. This farming town encircled by the San Juan Mountains and Black Canyon is your home base for the night. Check into one of the clean and tidy chain hotels along US-50.


[image: Image] Go north from Moab on US-191 to I-70 (32 mi/52 km). Merge onto I-70 and drive east for 75 miles (121 km), then join US-50 E. Stay on US-50 to Montrose (65 mi/105 km).


3 Now it’s time to embark on one of the best drives in the United States: the Million Dollar Highway. So named for the million-dollar fortunes earned and lost in this Wild West mining country, this two-lane road zigzags along hairpin curves through the jagged peaks of the San Juan Mountains, past historic small towns, and through beautiful, steep, stark countryside.


[image: Image] From Montrose, go south on the Million Dollar Hwy./US-550 for 59 miles (95 km) to Silverton.


4 Once you reach Silverton, grab an early dinner at the Old West-themed Handlebars Food & Saloon (1323 Greene St., 970/387-5395, http://handlebarssilverton.com, 10:30am-8pm daily, $12-29), then make the drive back to your hotel in Montrose.


[image: Image] Return to Montrose via US-550 (59 mi/95 km).




[image: Image]


MILLION DOLLAR HIGHWAY






DAY 8: Montrose to Cañon City, Colorado



200 miles/320 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50 • CO-347 • US-50


1 First on today’s agenda: Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park (9800 CO-347, 970/641-2337, ext. 205, www.nps.gov/blca, 24 hours daily, $25 per vehicle, $20 per motorcycle, $15 bicyclists and pedestrians), where two million years of erosion formed the hardest and oldest rocks on earth. The 2,000-foot-deep gorge is so steep and the bottom so rugged that no humans are allowed inside it. Instead, see the magnificent sight from the rim’s edge.


[image: Image] Leave Montrose by driving east for 8 miles (13 km) on US-50. At CO-347, turn left and follow it to Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park (5 mi/8 km).


2 Stop in Salida, a former railroad town, for lunch at Boathouse Cantina (228 N. F St., 719/539-5004, www.boathousesalida.com, 11am-8pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-9pm Fri.-Sat., $8-30). This Mexican restaurant sits right on the Arkansas River in Salida’s historic downtown.


[image: Image] Return to US-50 via CO-347 (5 mi/8 km). Turn left on US-50 and go 121 miles (195 km) to Salida.


3 Follow up lunch with a dip at the Salida Hot Springs Aquatic Center (410 W. Rainbow Blvd./US-50, 719/539-6738, 6am-8pm Mon.-Thurs., 6am-9pm Fri.-Sat., noon-6pm Sun., $11), the largest hot springs in the state.


4 Arrive in mile-high Cañon City, where 14,000-foot Rocky Mountain peaks enclose the town. Even though it’s known for its 12 prisons, including a maximum-security penitentiary, it’s a perfectly safe and lovely spot to spend the night. Try the Victorian, gingerbread-style Jewel of the Canyons Bed & Breakfast (429 Greenwood Ave., 719/275-0378, www.jewelofthecanyons.com [URL inactive], $149).


[image: Image] From Salida, it’s 58 miles (93 km) east on US-50 to Cañon City.


5 Plenty of worthy restaurants are within walking distance of the B&B. Pizza Madness (509 Main St., 719/276-3088, http://www.mypizzamadness.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-9:30pm Fri.-Sat., $10-20) pairs creative pizza pies with funky local art.




[image: Image]


BLACK CANYON OF THE GUNNISON NATIONAL PARK





DAY 9: Cañon City to La Junta, Colorado


130 miles/209 kilometers | 3 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50 • I-25 • US-50


1 Set out for Royal Gorge Bridge & Park (4218 County Rd. 3A, 888/333-5597, http://royalgorgebridge.com, 10am-7pm daily summer, shorter hours fall-spring, $25 adults, $20 children 6-12). The red-granite Royal Gorge is a six-mile canyon that drops 1,000 feet down to the Arkansas River. This spot, which is like an amusement park for the outdoorsy type, invites visitors to experience the gorge in myriad ways. Take an aerial tram, an incline railroad, or a gondola, or walk across a vertigo-inducing suspension bridge—all thrilling options for gazing down into the canyon.


[image: Image] Backtrack west on US-50 for 9 miles (14 km) to County Rd. 3A. Turn left and follow this to Royal Gorge Bridge & Park (4 mi/6 km).


2 See the Arkansas River in tamer fashion along the Riverwalk (entrance at Union Ave. and Grand Ave., 719/595-1589, www.puebloriverwalk.org, 24 hours daily, free), a one-mile promenade in Pueblo. The town was founded by a fur trapper in 1842, and grew exponentially in the 1870s after the railroad came through. Today, Pueblo is artsy and pretty, with bookstores, galleries, cafés, and funky boutiques.


[image: Image] Return to US-50 (4 mi/6 km), turn right, and drive east to I-25 (44 mi/71 km). Merge south on I-25 to Pueblo (4 mi/6 km).


3 Next stop is La Junta. Visit the Koshare Museum (115 W. 18th St., 719/384-4411, http://koshares.com, noon-5pm daily June-Aug., noon-5pm Wed.-Sat. Sept.-May, $5), founded in 1949 by the Boy Scout Indian Club. Today it features art and artifacts of Pueblo and Plains tribal members.


[image: Image] From Pueblo, take Northern Ave. east to US-50 (1 mi/1.6 km), then follow US-50 E to La Junta (61 mi/98 km).


4 Have dinner at El Azteca Mexican Restaurant (710 W. 3rd St., 719/384-4215, 5pm-8pm Tues.-Sat., $5-10). The green chile soup with pinto beans is a standout.


5 Stay at the clean and simple Midtown Motel (215 E. 3rd St., 719/384-7741, $50-75).




[image: Image]


PUEBLO’S RIVERWALK





DAY 10: La Junta to Garden City, Kansas


260 miles/420 kilometers | 5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: CO-194 • US-50 • US-287 • CO-96 • US-287 • US-50


1 As you leave La Junta, make a detour to Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site (35110 CO-194, 719/383-5010, www.nps.gov/beol, 9am-4pm daily, $3). Built by fur traders in the 1840s, this adobe trading post was considered an important outpost of the West, as it was a peaceful stopover place for trappers, explorers, Native Americans, and other travelers. Step back to the early days of the frontier at this living history museum; rangers dress in period clothing and reenact activities from that time.


[image: Image] Drive east on CO-194 to Bent’s Old Fort (7 mi/11 km).


2 Descend across the Rocky Mountain foothills into Lamar. Make sure to stop at the town’s visitors center (109 E. Beech St., 719/336-3483, www.colorado.com, 8am-6pm daily), housed in a historic train depot. You’ll get great info from the helpful staff and free coffee, plus you’ll see the 20-foot-tall Madonna of the Trail memorial. During the 1920s, the Daughters of the American Revolution headed up the installation of 12 of these statues along Route 66.


[image: Image] Leave the fort by heading east on CO-194 to US-50 (14 mi/23 km). Continue onto US-50 for 35 miles (56 km) to Lamar.


3 Take a moment to learn about and reflect on the horrific events that took place in 1864 at Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site (55411 County Rd. W, 719/729-3003, 9am-4pm daily Apr.-Sept., 9am-4pm Mon.-Fri. Oct.-Mar., free). It was here that volunteer U.S. soldiers fired on a camp of Cheyenne and Arapahoe people, killing more than 100 unarmed women and children.


[image: Image] Take US-50/US-287/Main St. north out of town and continue for 8 miles (13 km). Merge onto US-287 N and continue for 25 miles (40 km). Turn right onto CO-96 and follow this for 12 miles (19 km). Turn left onto County Rd. 54 and head north for 7 miles (11 km). Turn right onto County Rd. W to reach Sand Creek.


4 It’s time to head east once again. After you cross into Kansas, you’ll pass through Holcomb, site of the murders documented by Truman Capote in his book In Cold Blood. Continue east to Garden City. Here, swing by the pleasant Lee Richardson Zoo (312 E. Finnup Dr., 620/276-1250, www.leerichardsonzoo.org, 8am-7pm daily Apr.-Labor Day, 8am-5pm daily Labor Day-Mar., $10 per vehicle, free for pedestrians). The zoo is home to 100 species of animals, including rhinos, lions, pythons, birds, and more.


[image: Image] Retrace your path back to Lamar via CO-96 and US-287 (53 mi/85 km). Head east on US-50 for 99 miles (159 km) to reach Holcomb. It’s another 6 miles (10 km) east on US-50 to reach Garden City.


5 Check into your room at Garden City’s Sunnyland B&B (501 N. 5th St., 620/276-0500, www.sunnylandbandb.com, $89-135), a 1909 Queen Anne house with private bathrooms and Wi-Fi, and then enjoy the leisurely stroll to dinner at Pho Hoa One Restaurant (713 E. Fulton St., 620/276-3393, 10am-2pm and 4:30pm-8pm Mon. Sat., 10am-3pm Sun., $7-10). The place isn’t much to look at, but the pho is amazing.




[image: Image]


BENT’S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE IN LA JUNTA, COLORADO





DAY 11: Garden City to Council Grove, Kansas


280 miles/450 kilometers | 5-6 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50 • K-177


1 After an early breakfast, head east to Dodge City. This frontier town was once home to notorious gunfights, cattle drives, and Wyatt Earp. Known as “Hell on the Plains” during its 1800s heyday, Dodge City is now a law-abiding place. You can’t see the original Boot Hill Cemetery, but you can spend a fun hour or two at Boot Hill Museum (500 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd., 620/227-8188, www.boothill.org, 8am-8pm daily Memorial Day-Labor Day, 9am-5pm Mon.-Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun. Labor Day-Memorial Day, $12). It’s a re-created Old West town with interactive displays, artifacts, live shows, staged gunfights, building replicas, and a nice souvenir shop.


[image: Image] It’s 50 miles (81 km) east to Dodge City on US-50.


2 This part of the drive is flat, empty, and lonely. Maybe that explains the disproportionate level of excitement you’ll feel when you get to Kinsley, aka Midway USA. Kinsley sits equidistant (1,561 miles, to be exact) from New York City and San Francisco. You’re smack-dab in the middle of the country! A big sign—perfect for a photo—indicates this fact on the grounds of the Edwards County Historical Society Museum (US-50/US-56, 620/659-2420, www.edwardscountymuseum.com, 9am-5pm Mon.-Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun. May-Oct., free).


[image: Image] Continue for another 36 miles (58 km) east on US-50 to Kinsley.


3 Tallgrass once covered large swaths of North America, but now only a small fraction remains. See this delicate ecosystem in the Kansas Flint Hills at the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve (2480B K-177, 620/273-8494, www.nps.gov/tapr, trails 24 hours daily, visitors center 8:30am-4:30pm daily, free). Here, you can engage in interactive exhibits, tour historic buildings, and walk among the remaining tallgrass prairieland on dedicated trails. Keep your eye out for bison, who wander throughout the park’s 11,000 acres.


[image: Image] Continue east on US-50 to K-177 (170 mi/274 km). Go north on K-177 to Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve (2 mi/3 km).


4 As you enter Council Grove, you’ll feel as though you’re driving back in time. This frontier stop is where travelers made final repairs on their covered wagons before continuing west on the Santa Fe Trail. Download a map of the self-guided historical tour from the town’s website (www.councilgrove.com), or pick up a hard copy from one of the businesses along Main Street. For dinner, head to the Hays House (112 W. Main St., 620/767-5911, www.hayshouse.com, 11am-8pm Tues.-Thurs., 11am-9pm Fri.-Sat., 11am-7pm Sun., $10-32), the oldest restaurant west of the Mississippi.


[image: Image] Leave the preserve by turning left onto K-177. Drive 17 miles (27 km) north to Council Grove.




[image: Image]


DODGE CITY, KANSAS
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TALLGRASS PRAIRIE NATIONAL PRESERVE





DAY 12: Council Grove to Sedalia, Missouri


220 miles/350 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-56 • I-35 • I-435 • MO-78 • MO-291 • US-50


1 Start your drive through the rocky and beautiful Flint Hills, named for the flint that’s eroded from the bedrock near the earth’s surface. Soon you’ll come to the friendly town of Baldwin City, where trees line the brick-paved streets. Stop for lunch at the always-busy Homestead Kitchen & Bakery (719 8th St., 785/766-3442, http://www.homestead.cafe, 6am-6pm Mon.-Thurs., 6am-8pm Fri.-Sat., 10am-3pm Sun., $5-12).


[image: Image] Head east on US-56 to Baldwin City (80 mi/129 km).


2 After you cross into Missouri, head to Independence, the official start of the Oregon Trail. Visit the National Frontier Trails Museum (318 W. Pacific Ave., 816/325-7575, www.ci.independence.mo.us, 9am-4:30pm Mon.-Sat., 12:30pm-4:30pm Sun., $6), which commemorates the westward expansion trails that began in Independence: the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California Trails.


[image: Image] Drive 12 miles (19 km) east on US-56 to I-35. Merge north onto I-35 and in 17 miles (27 km) go east and north on I-435 to MO-78 (22 mi/35 km). Turn right on MO-78 and drive 5 miles (8 km) to Independence.


3 Continue to Sedalia, home of ragtime musician Scott Joplin and a happening stop on the Katy Trail (a popular cycling route through Missouri). The whole town evokes a distinctly 1920s feel, especially your accommodations for the night, Hotel Bothwell (103 E. 4th St., 660/826-5588, www.hotelbothwell.com, from $115). Harry S. Truman, Bette Davis, and Clint Eastwood have all been guests.


[image: Image] Turn left on MO-78 and follow it to MO-291 (2 mi/3 km). Turn right on MO-291. Drive 13 miles (21 km) to US-50. Turn left and stay on US-50 into Sedalia (65 mi/105 km).




[image: Image]


SEDALIA





DAY 13: Sedalia to St. Louis, Missouri


190 miles/300 kilometers | 3-4 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50


1 In the morning, check out the modern art scene in Sedalia. Specifically, make time to tour the Daum Museum of Contemporary Art (3201 W. 16th St., 660/530-5888, www.daummuseum.org, 11am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 1pm-5pm Sat.-Sun., free). The museum’s permanent collection features 1,500 works by prominent artists from the last 50 years.


2 Drive east to Missouri’s state capital of Jefferson City, a peaceful little place on the banks of the Missouri River. Take a 45-minute guided tour of the state capitol (201 W. Capitol Ave., 573/751-2854, http://mostateparks.com, 8am-5pm daily, free), which was built in 1917 and acts as the centerpiece of the city.


[image: Image] Follow US-50 E to Jefferson City (60 mi/97 km).


3 Stop into Central Dairy (610 Madison St., 573/635-6148, http://centraldairy.biz, 8am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-6pm Sun., $2.50-4) for a treat. Options include hand-churned ice cream, sodas, malts, shakes, and sundaes.


4 In St. Louis, check into the elegant Magnolia Hotel (421 N. 8th St., 314/436-9000, www.magnoliahotels.com, $151-312), a regal 18-story landmark where Cary Grant once stayed. You’ll have your pick of restaurants for dinner within steps of the hotel.


[image: Image] Continue east on US-50 to St. Louis (126 mi/203 km).




[image: Image]


JEFFERSON CITY





DAY 14: St. Louis, Missouri


MORNING


1 Start the day off right—with the award-winning Bloody Marys and crepes at Rooster (1104 Locust St., 314/241-8118, www.roosterstl.com, 8am-3pm daily, $8-11). Keep it regional with a savory crepe stuffed with spiced apples, cheddar, and Missouri sausage.


2 Next, walk over to Gateway Arch National Park (11 N. 4th St., 314/655-1600, www.gatewayarch.com, 8am-10pm daily summer, 9am-6pm daily fall-spring, free). Made of steel and concrete, the arch rises 630 feet, and is the tallest constructed monument in the country. The on-site museum shares the history of westward expansion. The tram ride ($16) to the top offers a bird’s-eye view of the city.


AFTERNOON


3 Get your fix of St. Louis barbecue with lunch at the nearby Sugarfire Smoke House (605 Washington Ave., 314/394-1720, http://sugarfiresmokehouse.com, 11am-9pm daily, $13).


4 Spend the afternoon at Forest Park (5595 Grand Dr., 314/367-7275, 24 hours daily, free), one of the largest urban parks in the United States, and one of the loveliest. Some 500 acres larger than New York’s Central Park, Forest Park offers much to pass the time. Stroll the trails that ramble past ponds and under leafy trees or pop into one of park’s cultural centers: St. Louis Art Museum, St. Louis Science Center, St. Louis Zoo, The Muny, or the Missouri History Museum.


EVENING


5 Toast the day’s adventure with an artisan cocktail and dinner at Robie’s Restaurant Lounge (421 N. 8th St., 314/436-9000, www.magnoliahotels.com, 6:30am-1am daily, $10-34), which is conveniently located at the Magnolia. Save room for gooey butter cake, a regional dessert.




[image: Image]


ST. LOUIS ART MUSEUM IN FOREST PARK






DAY 15: St. Louis to Madison, Indiana



285 miles/460 kilometers | 6 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: I-64 • US-50 • IN-60 • IN-56


1 Today includes a lot of driving, so start early. As you leave St. Louis and cross into Illinois, US-50 takes you past miles of cornfields. There’s not much to see until you get to Salem, birthplace of politician William Jennings Bryan. See pictures, newspaper clippings, furniture, and other artifacts from his early life at the William Jennings Bryan Boyhood Home (408 S. Broadway Ave., 618/547-2222, by appointment, free).


[image: Image] Take I-64 E to US-50 (21 mi/34 km), then continue on US-50 to Salem (54 mi/87 km).


2 Have lunch in Salem at Mamma Antonia’s (114 W. Main St., 618/548-6130, 11am-9pm Tues.-Sun., $10-20). This trattoria serves up traditional Italian favorites like spaghetti Bolognese and cannelloni.


3 Continue east to Olney, home to grand mansions and albino squirrels. To see the snow-white critters frolic, visit City Park (502 White Squirrel Cir., 618/395-7302, www.ci.olney.il.us, 6am-11pm daily, free). This is a good opportunity to stretch your legs with a walk around the green lawns.


[image: Image] Follow US-50 E for 48 miles (77 km) to County Rd. 1150. Turn left and drive 1 mile (2 km) to Olney.


4 Cross the Wabash River into Indiana and follow the pastoral countryside along the Ohio River to Madison. Eat a burger at Hinkle’s Sandwich Shop (204 W. Main St., 812/265-3919, www.hinkleburger.com, 6am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 6am-1am Fri.-Sat., $2-6), a 1930s diner with 1930s prices.


[image: Image] Drive east on US-50 for 85 miles (137 km). Continue onto IN-60 for 31 miles (50 km). Turn left onto IN-56. Drive east on IN-56 for 44 miles (71 km) to Madison.


5 Spend the night at the Riverboat Inn & Suites (906 E. 1st St., 812/265-2361, www.riverboatinnandsuites.com, $70-295), a quaint hotel boasting river views galore.




[image: Image]


ALBINO SQUIRREL IN OLNEY’S CITY PARK





DAY 16: Madison to Athens, Ohio


260 miles/420 kilometers | 5-6 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-421 • US-50 • OH-73 • OH-32 • OH-104 • US-35 • US-50


1 Grab coffee and a pastry at The Attic Coffee Mill & Café (631 W. Main St., 812/265-5781, www.atticmadison [URL inactive], 7am-5pm Mon.-Sat., $8-12), then stroll the blocks and blocks of photo-worthy architecture in Madison’s business district.


2 Drive to Lawrenceburg, just west of the Indiana-Ohio-Kentucky border. Head downtown to the waterfront. The best views of the Ohio River are from the paved Dearborn Trail (2 mi/3.2 km round-trip, 1 hour, easy), a nature trail that runs along the levee. Get onto the trail near the Lawrenceburg Event Center (Walnut St.). As you leave town, you’ll notice the giant whiskey distillery at the north end of Main Street. It’s among the oldest in the country, and was once owned by Seagram’s.


[image: Image] Drive north on US-421 to US-50 (26 mi/42 km). Turn right on US-50 and drive to Lawrenceburg (25 mi/40 km).


3 US-50 meanders through the rolling farmlands of Ohio. In the middle of this bucolic scenery, you’ll come to Serpent Mound (3850 OH-73, 800/752-2757, http://arcofappalachia.org, grounds dawn-dusk daily, museum 10am-4pm daily Apr.-Oct., Sat.-Sun. Mar. and Nov.-Dec., $8 per vehicle). Forming the shape of a snake, this long, curving mound of earth was created 1,000-2,000 years ago by ancient indigenous peoples. It’s the largest and most impressive effigy mound in the country, spanning some 1,300 feet with an oval-shaped head at one end and a coiled tail at the other.


[image: Image] Continue east on US-50 to OH-73 (82 mi/132 km). Turn right on OH-73. Drive 18 miles (29 km) to Serpent Mound.


4 Near Chillicothe, a quick detour north of US-50 brings you to the Hopewell Culture National Historical Park (16062 OH-104, 740/774-1126, www.nps.gov/hocu, 8:30am-5pm daily, free). Colloquially referred to as Mound City, the two dozen prehistoric earthworks that the park protects were built by the Hopewell culture, and take the form of circles, squares, and other geometric shapes. Some have earthen walls that stretch up to 12 feet high and span 1,000 feet across. The mounds are reachable via a one-mile trail that starts at the visitors center.


[image: Image] Head south on OH-73 from Serpent Mound for 7 miles (11 km) to OH-32. Turn left and follow OH-32 to OH-104 (19 mi/31 km). Turn left on OH-104 and follow it for 6 miles (10 km). At US-23, turn left and go 13 miles (21 km), then turn left to get back on OH-104. Head north for 4 miles (6 km) to Chillicothe. Continue another 3 miles (5 km) north on OH-104 to reach the park.


5 Head east on US-50 once more. The welcoming college town of Athens is the home of Ohio University. Eat dinner and be sure to save room for dessert from Whit’s Frozen Custard (49 S. Court St., 740/594-7375, www.whitscustard.com, 8am-10pm daily, $5). Overnight at one of the chain hotels located near US-50.


[image: Image] Take OH-104 S for 2 miles (3 km), then turn left onto US-35. Head east for 4 miles (6 km), then continue onto US-50. From here, it’s 52 miles (84 km) on US-50 E to reach Athens.
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SERPENT MOUND
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ATHENS, OHIO






DAY 17: Athens to Reedsville, West Virginia



155 miles/250 kilometers | 3-4 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50 • US-119 • WV-92


1 Before you hit the road, pop over to Union Street Diner (70 W. Union St., 740/594-6007, http://unionstreetdiner.com, 24 hours daily, $8-18) for a hearty breakfast.


2 From Athens, US-50 ambles toward the West Virginia border, passing abandoned coal-mining towns and inching toward the rural, rugged hill country of the Allegheny Mountains. First stop: Parkersburg. Here, in the middle of the Ohio River, is the Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park (137 Juliana St., 304/420-4800, http://wvstateparks.com, 10am-5pm Tues.-Sun. May-Oct., $4). The park is located on an island, and via self-guided walking tours and carriage rides, it offers insight into local history. The island is only accessible via a ride on a sternwheeler (round-trip $10), which departs from Point Park (2nd St.) in town.


[image: Image] Drive east on US-50 from Athens to Parkersburg (36 mi/58 km).


3 Continue winding through West Virginia’s mining country; canopies of thick trees drape over the road and white-water rivers snake by. But its empty towns and rural poverty are evidence of the hardships endured by the people living here. A former B&O railroad city, Grafton is dotted with architectural gems, but most of them are boarded up or run-down. Grafton does offer a bright spot, though: It’s the birthplace of Mother’s Day, first celebrated here in 1908. See the International Mother’s Day Shrine (11 E. Main St., 304/265-1589, call for hours, $5) in an old church.


[image: Image] Continue east on US-50 to Grafton (92 mi/148 km).


4 You’re now fully committed to the hairpin curves and steep climbs of the Allegheny Mountains. Isolated mountain villages pop up every now and then, but you likely won’t see a soul. Cell service is nonexistent and service stations are few and far between. The neighboring towns of Arthurdale and Reedsville are a welcome sight. These homestead communities were part of the rural resettlement projects initiated during the Depression-era New Deal. Stay the night at the idyllic Modern Homestead (52 S. Robert Stone Way, Reedsville, 304/864-4333, www.mymodernhomestead.com, $85-165), which offers five guest suites, a coffee shop, and a farmers market.


[image: Image] From Grafton, head north on US-119 for 13 miles (21 km) to Gladesville Rd. Turn right on Gladesville and in 6 miles (10 km), turn left on WV-92. Go north for 3 miles (5 km) to Reedsville; you’ll pass through Arthurdale on the way.


5 Grab dinner at Prime Thyme (82 Cedar Dr., Reedsville, 304/980-2214, 3pm-8:30pm Tues.-Sat., 11am-3pm Sun., $13-20), a homey spot for comfort food.
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INTERNATIONAL MOTHER’S DAY SHRINE, GRAFTON
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MODERN HOMESTEAD IN REEDSVILLE






DAY 18: Reedsville to Middleburg, Virginia



170 miles/275 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: WV-92 • US-50


1 After breakfast, take in the landscape with an easy hike on the nearby Deckers Creek Trail (access at Morgan Mine Road, http://montrails.org, free parking). The trail runs 19 miles from Morgantown to Reedsville, but you can do an out-and-back hike at a distance of your choice. Launch from the trailhead in Reedsville, off Morgan Mine Road.


2 Continue to navigate the tight turns and treacherous climbs of the Alleghenies. Go slowly to soak up the 3,000-foot views that erupt in sudden breaks in the tree line. When you reach civilization again in Romney, stop for lunch.


[image: Image] Follow WV-92 S from Reedsville to US-50 (15 mi/24 km). Turn left on US-50 and head to Romney (76 mi/122 km).


3 Once in Virginia, drive through the apple orchards of Winchester—also the hometown of 1960s country singer Patsy Cline—and into the stately colonial village of Middleburg. Here is where you’ll encounter the multimillion-dollar estates of politicians and aristocrats. The downtown district offers elegant restaurants, upscale shops, and art galleries to peruse. But first, check in to your room at The Red Fox Inn & Tavern (2 E. Washington St., 540/687-6301, www.redfox.com, from $195), built in 1728 as a coach house.


[image: Image] Continue east on US-50 to Middleburg (72 mi/116 km).


4 A short drive outside of Middleburg brings you to Cana Vineyards and Winery (38600 John Mosby Hwy., 703/348-2458, http://canavineyards.com, noon-6pm Thurs.-Mon., $12). Sip fine wines, recline in an Adirondack chair, and unwind after a day navigating mountain roads.


[image: Image] Take US-50 E for 4 miles (6 km) to reach the winery.


5 Return to Middleburg for dinner at King Street Oyster Bar (1 E. Washington St., 540/883-3156, http://kingstreetoysterbar.com, 11am-9:30pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri.-Sat., 10:30am-9:30pm Sun., $11-33), across the street from your hotel.


[image: Image] Follow US-50 W back into Middleburg (4 mi/6 km).
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THE RED FOX INN & TAVERN IN MIDDLEBURG





DAY 19: Middleburg to Washington DC


45 miles/72 kilometers | 1-1.5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50


1 Enjoy breakfast in Middleburg at Cuppa Giddy Up (8 E. Washington St., 540/687-8122, www.cuppagiddyup.com, 7am-5:30pm daily, $5-8), then depart for the nation’s capital.


2 Just before you reach Washington DC, pay your respects at Arlington National Cemetery (across Memorial Bridge from the Lincoln Memorial, Arlington, Virginia, 877/907-8585, www.arlingtoncemetery.mil [URL inactive], 8am-7pm daily Apr.-Sept., 8am-5pm daily Oct.-Mar., free, parking $2/hour). The second-oldest national cemetery contains the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the gravesite of JFK, among its monuments to patriotic sacrifice.


[image: Image] Drive east on US-50 for 39 miles (63 km). Follow signs for Memorial Bridge/George Washington Pkwy., then take the exit for Arlington Cemetery (1 mi/1.6 km).


3 Check in to your hotel room, then strike out on foot to visit DC’s iconic monuments along the National Mall, such as the Washington Monument (2 15th St. NW, 877/444-6777, tickets 877/559-6777, www.nps.gov/wamo, 9am-10pm daily Memorial Day-Labor Day, 9am-5pm daily Labor Day-Memorial Day, free, tickets required), Lincoln Memorial (2 Lincoln Memorial Cir. NW, 202/426-6841, www.nps.gov/linc, 24 hours daily, free), and Vietnam Veterans Memorial (5 Henry Bacon Dr. NW, 202/426-6841, www.nps.gov/vive, 24 hours daily, free).


[image: Image] Cross Arlington Memorial Bridge into Washington DC (3 mi/5 km).


4 For dinner, head to Rasika (633 D St. NW, 202/637-1222, www.rasikarestaurant.com, 11:30am-2:30pm and 5:30pm-10:30pm Mon.-Thurs., 11:30am-2:30pm and 5pm-11pm Fri., 5pm-11pm Sat., $20-28), a restaurant serving flavorful Indian cuisine.




[image: Image]


WASHINGTON MONUMENT





DAY 20: Washington DC


MORNING AND AFTERNOON


1 Spend the day checking out the Smithsonian’s roundup of impressive museums. Start at the National Air and Space Museum (Independence Ave. and 6th St. SW, 202/633-2214, www.airandspace.si.edu, 10am-5:30pm daily, free), then move on to the National Portrait Gallery (8th St. and F St. NW, 202/633-8300, www.npg.si.edu, 11:30am-7pm daily, free), and finish up at the National Museum of Natural History (10th St. and Constitution Ave., 202/633-1000, www.mnh.si.edu, 10am-5:30pm daily, free).


2 In between museums, break for lunch at Ben’s Chili Bowl (1213 U St. NW, 202/667-0909, www.benschilibowl.com, 6am-2am Mon.-Thurs., 6am-4am Fri., 7am-4am Sat., 11am-midnight Sun., $4-9), a DC institution.


EVENING


3 Sneak in a quick nap at your hotel, then dress for dinner at Sfoglina (4445 Connecticut Ave. NW, 202/450-1312, www.sfoglinadc.com, 4pm-10pm Mon., 11:30am-10pm Tues.-Thurs., 11:30am-10:30pm Fri., 10:30am-10:30pm Sat., 10:30am-9pm Sun., $19-24), one of the best Italian restaurants in the city.


4 Stay up late to take in a jazz show at Columbia Station (2325 18th St. NW, 202/462-6040, 5pm-2am Tues.-Thurs., 5pm-3am Fri.-Sun.), a cozy space with great live music and no cover charge.




[image: Image]


NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
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OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND





DAY 21: Washington DC to Ocean City, Maryland


170 miles/270 kilometers | 4 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-50 • MD-322• MD-33 • Easton Pkwy. • US-50


1 Your first stop today is Maryland’s state capital: Annapolis. Explore the Annapolis City Dock (Dock St. on the waterfront) in downtown. Annapolis boasts more 18th-century beaux arts buildings than any other American city, and many of these charming structures line the dock area.


[image: Image] Depart Washington DC by driving east on US-50. Continue for 32 miles (51 km) to Annapolis.


2 Drive over the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and across Kent Island to the historic and sleepy town of St. Michaels on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. Walk the brick-paved streets to browse the antiques shops and boutiques.


[image: Image] Follow US-50 east and south to MD-322 (38 mi/61 km). Turn right and in 2 miles (3 km), make another right onto MD-33 W. Drive MD-33 into St. Michaels (9 mi/14 km).


3 Once you land in Ocean City, head straight to the Ocean City Boardwalk (2nd St. to 27th St.) to celebrate your epic achievement on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean. Congratulations—you made it! Take in the festive vibe of the boardwalk, then order the famous fries at Thrasher’s French Fries (410/289-7232, www.thrashersfries.com, 10am-10pm daily Memorial Day-Labor Day, 10am-5pm daily Labor Day-Memorial Day). You’ll have to wait in line for these crispy french fries doused in apple cider vinegar and Old Bay seasoning, but it’s worth it.


[image: Image] Take MD-33 E for 9 miles (14 km) to Easton Pkwy. Turn right and follow this to US-50 (3 mi/5 km). Merge onto US-50 and head east to Ocean City (73 mi/117 km).


4 Wind down the day on the white sands of Ocean City Beach (5am-10pm daily). You’ll find beach access nearly everywhere along the 10-mile shoreline, but the main entrance is at Division Street and Baltimore Avenue. Linger until the sun sets and turns the skies pink and orange.


5 Your final accommodation on this journey is the 1927 Atlantic House Bed and Breakfast (501 N. Baltimore Ave., 410/289-2333, www.atlantichouse.com, $190-270). Sleep well. In the morning, you’ll be treated to coffee and a home-cooked breakfast on the front porch. You deserve it.
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OCEAN CITY BOARDWALK






GETTING THERE



AIR


The closest airport to the start of the trip is Sacramento International Airport (SMF, 6900 Airport Blvd., 916/929-5411, www.sacramento.aero), which is served by several major airlines and offers on-site car rental facilities.


There’s also San Francisco International Airport (SFO, 800/435-9736 www.flysfo.com), located about 90 miles southwest of Sacramento, a two-hour drive via I-80.


TRAIN


The Capitol Corridor route run by Amtrak (800/872-7245, www.amtrak.com) runs from the Sacramento train station (401 I St.) to San Francisco, which connects to major destinations throughout the United States via the California Zephyr service. Major stops on the California Zephyr include Salt Lake City, Denver, Omaha, and Chicago. From the Chicago hub, you can connect to most East Coast destinations.


BUS


The Greyhound bus station (420 Richards Blvd., 800/231-2222, www.greyhound.com, $7.50-48) is north of downtown. The long-distance carrier offers service throughout the country.


CAR


In addition to sitting at the western terminus of US-50, Sacramento lies at the nexus of two other major freeways: I-80 (east-west) and I-5 (north-south).


To get to Midtown from the Sacramento airport, it’s a 15-mile (24-km) drive of 20-30 minutes. Take I-5 S to Q Street. Make a left on Q Street, following it to 20th Street. Make a left and you’re in Midtown.


To reach Sacramento from the San Francisco airport, it’s a 100-mile (160-km) drive that takes around two hours. Take US-101 N to I-80 E. Continue east onto US-50, then to I-5. At the intersection of I-80 and US-50, keep an eye out for the famous mileage sign that reads “Ocean City: 3,037 miles.” From US-50, head north on I-5 into town.


GETTING BACK


To return to Sacramento from Ocean City, the fastest route is 2,860 miles (4,610 km), which totals 44 hours of drive time. Follow US-50, I-70, and I-80 through Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, and Nevada.


There are three airports close to Ocean City, so it’s easy to fly out of this area after a one-way drive. Baltimore/Washington International Airport (BWI, 7050 Friendship Rd., 410/859-7111, www.bwiairport.com) is in Baltimore, Maryland, which is 140 miles (225 km) from Ocean City. The drive to the airport takes 2.5-3 hours via US-50 and I-97.


Reagan National Airport (DCA, 2401 Smith Blvd., Arlington, 703/417-8000, www.flyreagan.com) is in Arlington, Virginia, 150 miles (245 km) from Ocean City. The drive to the airport takes about three hours via US-50.


Dulles International Airport (IAD, 1 Saarinen Circle, Dulles, 703/572-2700, www.flydulles.com) is 175 miles (280 km) from Ocean City, and is located in Virginia near Washington DC. The drive to Dulles takes around three hours via US-50 and I-495.




Top  5  THE LONELIEST ROAD


1 See the gravity-defying natural sandstone arches at Arches National Park in Utah (click here).


[image: Image]


2 Stare into a canyon formed by the oldest rocks on earth at Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park in Colorado (click here).


[image: Image]


3 Walk in the footsteps of pioneers at the well-preserved frontier town of Council Grove, Kansas (click here).


[image: Image]


4 Drive the spiny ridges of the remote Allegheny Mountains in West Virginia’s mining country (click here).


[image: Image]


5 Tour the renowned Smithsonian museums in Washington DC (click here).


[image: Image]







[image: Image] KEY RESERVATIONS


•  For tours of the Lehman Caves at Great Basin National Park, reservations are strongly recommended. Make them two weeks in advance.


•  Book a room at the Magnolia Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri, a month early. Its location next to the Gateway Arch makes it a popular choice for lodging.


•  At Gateway Arch National Park in St. Louis, go online to buy tickets for the tram ride to the top of the Arch a few days ahead of your arrival.


•  Reserve tickets to visit Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park in Parkersburg, West Virginia, a few days in advance. Access to the park is by boat only.


•  Modern Homestead in Reedsville, West Virginia, offers the only accommodations for miles around in a very remote part of West Virginia. Reserve one of their five rooms a month ahead of your arrival.


•  The Red Fox Inn and Tavern in Middleburg, Virginia, gets booked up quickly on the weekends. Reserve a room 3-4 weeks in advance.







Best BIG-CITY DETOURS


US-50 is known—and beloved—for connecting America’s tiny towns. But when the lights of the big city beckon, here are several cosmopolitan detours to take.


CALIFORNIA


San Francisco: Just 90 miles southwest of Sacramento is San Francisco, a hub of culture, history, museums, food, art, and big-city nightlife.


NEVADA


Reno: The “Biggest Little City in the World” boasts 24-hour casinos, affordable lodging, classic-car culture, and a relaxed vibe.


UTAH


Salt Lake City: Detour north to Utah’s biggest city. With a metro area population of over 1 million, this place has plenty of urbane offerings.


COLORADO


Denver: Sports fans, outdoors enthusiasts, and foodies will find much to do in this Rocky Mountain city, 100 miles north of US-50.


MISSOURI


Kansas City: From barbecue and jazz to history and sports, KC keeps visitors of all ages and interests entertained. This city is right on US-50, so you can stop here before visiting Independence.


INDIANA


Louisville, KY: Head south across the Indiana border to the bustling home of the Kentucky Derby and the Louisville Slugger Museum.


OHIO


Cincinnati: Situated on the Ohio River, this city appeals to art lovers, history geeks, and sports fans. You won’t even need a detour to get here—it’s right on US-50.


MARYLAND


Baltimore: Catch an Orioles game, dine on fresh seafood, and tour the Inner Harbor. This city is just 30 miles north of Annapolis and US-50.




[image: Image]


SAN FRANCISCO’S GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE










[image: Image] WITH LESS TIME


SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, TO PUEBLO, COLORADO


9 days; 1,162 miles/1,870 kilometers


From Sacramento, take nine days to follow Route 50 through California’s gold country, over the Sierra Nevada to Lake Tahoe, across the desolate stretch of Nevada to Arches and Canyonlands in Utah, and into the outdoors wonderland of Colorado’s Rocky Mountains.


Pueblo sits in the eastern foothills of the Rockies and is a short drive south of Denver. You can return home by flying out of the Denver airport. For more details, see Days 1–9.


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO MOAB, UTAH


7 days; 1,019 miles/1,640 kilometers


Fly into Kansas City, and then launch west on Route 50. This trip requires only seven days to see the frontier towns of Kansas, the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve, the Rocky Mountains of Colorado, and Arches and Canyonlands National Parks just outside of Moab.


You can fly home out of Salt Lake City, a four-hour drive north of Moab. For more details, see Days 6–12, but note that you’ll need to reverse the direction of travel.


CINCINNATI, OHIO, TO OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND


6 days; 643 miles/1,035 kilometers


Fly into Cincinnati, then hit the road heading east. This trip offers six days to drive through West Virginia’s mining country, the beautiful and remote Allegheny Mountains, through the colonial villages of Virginia, and then on to Washington DC and Annapolis, Maryland, to conclude with the bayside trek along Maryland’s Eastern Shore to the beach community of Ocean City.


See Days 16–21 for more details; note that you can skip the full day in Washington DC to make this a five-day trip.







[image: Image] Playlist


THE LONELIEST ROAD


SONGS


•  “Crazy” by Patsy Cline: Legendary country singer Cline was born in Winchester, Virginia, a town on US-50. Sadly, she passed away in a plane crash in Tennessee in 1963 when she was only 30 years old. Celebrate her life and talent by listening to this song when you drive through Winchester.


PODCASTS


•  NoSleep: Not for the faint of heart, this scary-story podcast suits the desolate stretches of US-50 through Nevada and West Virginia. A perfect mix of spooky tales as told by voice actors, this podcast features themes that range from paranormal encounters to monsters under the bed.


•  Wait Wait... Don’t Tell Me! You’ll need entertainment—and news—throughout this three-week journey. Enter National Public Radio. They host this weekly current events and trivia quiz podcast. The humorous format tests your news knowledge while also giving you a chance to decide what’s factual and what’s been made up.







EAT LIKE A Local


As the landscape changes with every mile you drive, so too does the regional food. Break out of your culinary comfort zone and try the local fare of each new place you visit. When in Rome, right?


CALIFORNIA


Cioppino: An iconic Italian fish stew popularized in San Francisco, cioppino is made with mussels, crab, clams, and whitefish in a base of tomato and wine sauce.
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CIOPPINO, AN ICONIC SAN FRANCISCO DISH





NEVADA


Steak: The best version is a juicy, bone-in rib eye served with a classic baked potato at an old-school cowboy steak house.


UTAH


Navajo tacos: Fry bread—dough that’s been deep fried—serves as the base for beef, cheese, shredded lettuce, ranchero sauce, and pinto beans.


COLORADO


Chile relleno burrito: This tasty dish features a breaded and fried chile stuffed into a tortilla with beans and rice, then smothered in green chile sauce.


KANSAS


Barbecue hot wings: It doesn’t get better than this: jumbo wings covered in a spice rub, marinated in hot sauce, and smoked to perfection.


MISSOURI


St. Louis-style pizza: The cracker-thin crust is layered with provel (a blend of provolone, swiss, and white cheddar) and sweet red sauce.


ILLINOIS


The Horseshoe: This open-faced sandwich is made with thick-cut bread topped with a slice of horseshoe-shaped ham, French fries, and a sharp white cheddar sauce.


INDIANA


Pork sandwich: For this dish, pork tenderloin is pounded, breaded, deep fried, and served on a small, soft bun—a chewy complement to the crispy pork.


OHIO


Cincinnati chili: For this regional take on chili, a thin, mildly spiced meat sauce is poured over hot dogs or spaghetti and capped with shredded cheddar.


WEST VIRGINIA


Pepperoni rolls: Hunks of pepperoni are stuffed into a warm, fluffy roll, often with cheese. Italian immigrants invented these hand-held treats as a nonperishable snack to take underground in the mines.


VIRGINIA


Oysters: As the “Oyster Capital of the East Coast,” Virginia’s oyster industry dates to the 1600s. Eight regions harvest oysters, with flavors that range from salty to creamy to sweet.


MARYLAND


Blue crab: You’ll find this succulent, tender crab everywhere in Maryland. Try it in a crab cake or, if you don’t mind a little work, crack it out of the shell yourself.







[image: Image] CONNECT WITH


•  At Moab: Best of the Southwest (click here)


•  At Washington DC: Blue Ridge Parkway (click here)


•  At Annapolis: Chesapeake Bay (click here)


•  At Sacramento: Gold Country Ramble (click here)


•  At Lake Tahoe: Northern California Loop (click here)


•  At Baker, Ely, and Virginia City: Reno to the Rubies (click here)


•  At St. Louis: Route 66 (click here)







ROUTE 66


WHY GO: Retro neon signs, classic motor courts, roadside attractions, kitsch Americana, desert vistas, ocean sunsets


TOTAL DISTANCE: 2,570 miles/4,140 kilometers


NUMBER OF DAYS: 14


SEASONS: Late spring through early summer; early fall


STARTING POINT: Chicago, Illinois


END: Santa Monica, California
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HACKBERRY, ARIZONA
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Route 66 cuts a swath through the heart of America. Plan to explore leisurely and get to know the locals—a lot of the people who live and work on Route 66 run family-owned businesses that have been in operation for decades. Get ready for an up-close view of many of the cultures, dialects, and traditions that comprise America, from past to present. Note: Much of the route was realigned along the interstate highways, so if you need to make up time, you can jump on and off the freeway to reach your next destination quickly.


DAY 1: Chicago to Pontiac, Illinois


100 miles/161 kilometers | 3-4 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Ogden Ave./US-34 • IL-53 • Historic US-66


1 Have lunch at The Green Door Tavern (678 N. Orleans St., 312/664-5496, www.greendoorchicago.com, 11:30am-2am daily, $8-15) in Chicago. The city’s oldest tavern was constructed in 1872, one year after the Great Chicago Fire. Opt for the corned beef with gooey swiss cheese and sauerkraut.


2 After lunch, head to Pontiac to see the Illinois Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum (110 W. Howard St., 815/844-4566, www.il66assoc.org, 9am-5pm daily Apr.-Oct., 10am-4pm daily Nov.-Mar., free), where the world’s largest mural of the Route 66 road sign is emblazoned outside—a perfect photo op. Spend at least an hour exploring the artifacts inside.


[image: Image] Head west on Ogden Ave./US-34 to join Joliet Rd. Follow this to IL-53. Continue for 38 miles (61 km). West of Gardner, follow Historic US-66 as it branches off IL-53 to head south, paralleling I-55, to Pontiac (26 mi/42 km).


3 Stretch your legs by walking across one of Pontiac’s swinging footbridges over the Vermillion River—the oldest is from 1898.


4 Enjoy dinner at Pontiac’s Old Log Cabin Inn & Restaurant (18700 Old Rte. 66, 815/842-2908, 5am-8pm Mon.-Sat., $8-15). Opened in 1926, it symbolizes Route 66’s historic past, and was even turned around to continue facing Route 66 after the Mother Road was reconfigured. Walk behind the restaurant today to see the original Route 66 alignment along the railroad tracks.


5 Spend the night in Pontiac at Three Roses Bed & Breakfast (209 E. Howard St., 630/999-0420, www.threerosesbedandbreakfast.org, $100-160), a Victorian home with a lovely front porch. Look forward to homemade breakfast in the morning.
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BEGINNING OF ROUTE 66 IN CHICAGO
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ILLINOIS ROUTE 66 HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM





DAY 2: Pontiac to St. Louis, Missouri


210 miles/340 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Historic US-66 • I-55 • Old Route 66 • IL-4 • IL-157 • I-55


1 Start the day early and drive along Route 66 to Funk’s Grove Pure Maple Sirup (5257 Old Route 66, 309/874-3360, www.funksmaplesirup.com, 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun. Mar.-Aug.), a Mother Road landmark where the Funk family has been producing and selling gallons of maple syrup every year for three generations. For a fun souvenir, pick up some “sirup” of your own.


[image: Image] Take Historic US-66 S as it parallels I-55 for 50 miles (81 km) to the syrup shop.


2 Have lunch at Ariston Café (413 Old Route 66 N., 217/324-2023, www.ariston-cafe.com, 11am-9pm Wed.-Fri., 4pm-8pm Sat., 11am-3pm Sun., $7-24), one of the oldest operating restaurants on Route 66, in Litchfield, about 1.5 hours away. When Ariston Café opened in the 1930s, a porterhouse steak cost just $0.85.


[image: Image] Continue for 102 miles (164 km) to Litchfield, using I-55.


3 Head to Staunton to say hello to the lovable rabbits at Henry’s Rabbit Ranch (1107 Old Route 66, 618/635-5655, www.henrysroute66.com, 9am-4pm Mon.-Fri., 9am-1pm Sat., free). Inside what appears to be an old filling station is a Route 66 information center—albeit one with rabbits. As you check out the memorabilia, owner Rich Henry will bring out a rabbit, set him or her on the counter, and let you pet the furry friend while you chat it up.


[image: Image] Follow Old Route 66 for 15 miles (24 km) to Staunton.


4 In Edwardsville, have dinner at Cleveland-Heath (106 N. Main St., 618/307-4830, www.clevelandheath.com, 11am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri., 10am-11pm Sat., 10am-8pm Sun., $10-35). The fare at this James Beard-nominated eatery is a much-needed break from the standard road trip eats.


[image: Image] Follow IL-4 and IL-157 to reach Edwardsville in 20 miles (32 km).


5 From Edwardsville, it’s a short jaunt to St. Louis, Missouri. Check into the Magnolia Hotel (421 N. 8th St., 314/436-9000, www.magnoliahotels.com, $151-312), an upscale 18-story landmark that’s housed the likes of Cary Grant, John Barrymore, and Douglas Fairbanks.


[image: Image] Follow IL-157 and I-55 for 23 miles (37 km) to reach St. Louis.




[image: Image]


HENRY’S RABBIT RANCH







[image: Image]


ST. LOUIS





DAY 3: St. Louis to Springfield, Missouri


215 miles/350 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: I-44


1 Savor a hearty meal at Fitz’s (6605 Delmar Blvd., 314/726-9555, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $8-20) in St. Louis, where you can taste more than a dozen flavors of craft soda on tap, from sassafras root to vanilla bean.


2 Spend a few hours playing at St. Louis’s City Museum (750 N. 16th St., 314/231-2489, www.citymuseum.org, 9am-5pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-midnight Fri.-Sat., 10am-5pm Sun., $14 pp), a wildly innovative playground made from scrapped pieces of America’s infrastructure.


3 In the afternoon, drive to Cuba to see the 12 murals depicting the town’s heritage that line the Mother Road. One painting shows Amelia Earhart when she landed outside Cuba in 1928; another depicts Bette Davis’s 1948 visit to the town in her Packard station wagon.


[image: Image] From Market St. (near the Gateway Arch) in St. Louis, turn south on Tucker Blvd. As the road passes under I-44 and over I-55, Route 66 turns into MO-30 (Gravois Ave.). In less than 3 miles (5 km), turn right on MO-366, joining I-44 W. It’s 68 miles (109 km) to Cuba.


4 Stop in nearby Fanning to get a picture of the World’s Largest Rocking Chair on Route 66 (5957 Hwy. ZZ, 573/885-1474).


[image: Image] Take Historic US-66 W/Hwy. ZZ for 4 miles (6 km) to Fanning.


5 Head to Springfield, the birthplace of Route 66, and spend the night at the Best Western Route 66 Rail Haven (203 S. Glenstone Ave., 417/866-1963, www.bwrailhaven.com [URL inactive], $88-165), a historic, pet-friendly hotel with a 1950s-style lobby.


[image: Image] Follow I-44 W for 121 miles (195 km) to reach Springfield.




[image: Image]


WORLD’S LARGEST ROCKING CHAIR ON ROUTE 66 IN FANNING






DAY 4: Springfield to Tulsa, Oklahoma



200 miles/320 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: MO-266 • MO-96 • MO-43 • Route 66 • Sidewalk Highway • US-69 • US-60 • Route 66


1 Start the day with locally sourced eats at The Order (305 E. Walnut St., 417/851-5299, 7am-2pm and 5pm-10pm Mon.-Fri., 8am-2pm and 5pm-10pm Sat., 8am-2pm and 5pm-9pm Sun., $9-45) before driving about 75 miles (121 km) to the Missouri state line at Joplin.


[image: Image] Depart Springfield via West College St. When it joins West Chestnut Expy. (Bus. I-44), turn left and keep straight as the road turns into MO-266 (Route 66). Follow this for 16 miles (26 km). MO-266 dips south and turns right onto MO-96. Follow this for 34 miles (55 km) to Carthage, where you’ll take E. Main St. 2 miles (3 km) to Webb City. Take MO-43 4 miles (6 km) south to Joplin.


2 Continue for a quick jaunt through Kansas, checking out Cars on the Route (119 N. Main St., 620/783-1366, www.kansastravel.org, 10am-4pm Wed.-Sat., 1pm-3pm Sun., free) in Galena. Here you can see the 1951 International boom truck that inspired Tow Mater, the beloved character from Pixar’s Cars movie. It sits in front of this historic service station, a former Kan-O-Tex gas station turned tourist attraction.


[image: Image] Follow Route 66 west for 7 miles (11 km) to Galena.


3 Cross into Oklahoma and plan to drive one of the oldest roadbeds on the journey: the Sidewalk Highway, between Miami and Afton. This 3-mile (5-km), 9-foot-wide stretch predates Route 66 by about 15 years. The rough and narrow patch of road is covered with dirt and gravel, and the original curbing is still visible in some places. Go slow, and don’t drive the Sidewalk Highway if it’s wet.


[image: Image] As you leave Miami, go south on Main St./OK-125. The road curves right to become East St. SW. Continue heading south. Once you reach East 120 Rd./20th Ave. SW, keep going straight for 1 mile (1.6 km). Turn right onto East 130 Rd. Drive 1.5 miles (2.5 km), then turn left onto South 540 Rd. and make a right on East 140 Rd. After 1 mile (1.6 km), turn left on US-69/Route 66. In Afton, the road becomes US-60/US-69.


4 In Catoosa, see an iconic Route 66 roadside attraction, the Blue Whale (2680 N. SR-66, www.bluewhaleroute66.com [URL inactive], 8am-dusk daily, free). Featured on the History Channel’s American Pickers, and as part of Snapchat’s Spectacles marketing campaign, the concrete-and-pipe Blue Whale draws visitors from near and far.


[image: Image] Take US-60 out of Afton. In 20 miles (32 km), pick up Route 66 again and follow it for 43 miles (69 km) to Catoosa.


5 From Catoosa, it’s not far to Tulsa, where you’ll spend the night at the Campbell Hotel (2636 E. 11th St., 855/744-5500, www.thecampbellhotel.com, $139-209). Built in 1927, this boutique hotel boasts 26 impeccably appointed rooms that overlook Route 66.


[image: Image] Take Route 66 for 16 miles (26 km) as it parallels I-44 into Tulsa.




[image: Image]


CARS ON THE ROUTE, GALENA, KANSAS





DAY 5: Tulsa to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma


120 miles/193 kilometers | 3 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Route 66 • OK-66 • Route 66 • US-77


1 In Tulsa, have breakfast at Corner Café (1103 S. Peoria Ave., 918/587-0081, www.cornercafetulsa.com, 6am-9pm daily, $6-14), where you’ll enjoy a no-frills, belly-filling, delicious breakfast fit for a day on the road. Bonus: The coffee is amazing.


2 Visit Tulsa’s Greenwood Cultural Center (322 N. Greenwood Ave., 918/596-1020, www.greenwoodculturalcenter.com, 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri., free), where you’ll learn about the Tulsa Race Massacre, considered to be the worst racial violence event in U.S. history. The center showcases an important collection of memorabilia about the event, including photos of the Greenwood District before, during, and after the riots, when it was burned to the ground.


3 Afterward, head west to Arcadia and stop at Pops (660 SR-66, 405/928-7677, www.pops66.com, 6am-10pm daily, restaurant 10:30am-9pm Mon.-Fri., 7am-9pm Sat.-Sun., $8-13), a futuristic gas station and soda pop heaven. Not only can you fill the car’s tank and stock up your soda supply, but you can also take a photo of the 66-foot-tall (20-m), LED-lit sculpture of a soda bottle.


[image: Image] Follow Route 66 south before joining OK-66 to Sapulpa (14 mi/23 km), then cross I-44 into Bristow and Stroud (23 mi/37 km). Continue on Route 66 south through Chandler and Warwick (39 mi/63 km), where you’ll head west to reach Luther (12 mi/19 km). Leaving Luther, Route 66 turns into E. Danforth Rd. on its way to Arcadia (8 mi/13 km).


4 Drive 30 minutes to Oklahoma City and check out the Gold Dome Building (1112 NW 23rd St.), a 1958 structure with a roof of 625 gold panels. When it was originally constructed as a Citizens State Bank, the building was considered one of the most innovative bank designs of the time.


[image: Image] As you travel west, Route 66 ends at I-35 (6 mi/10 km). Keep heading west and follow US-77 into Edmond. After 3 miles (5 km), turn left on Broadway/US-77 and drive to the exit for Memorial Rd./Kelley Ave. Turn left on Kelley and join I-44 W. Take exit 128A for Lincoln Blvd. Turn left and head south into Oklahoma City.


5 Tuck in for the night at Skirvin Hilton Hotel (1 Park Ave., 405/272-3040, www.skirvinhilton.com, $208-355). The historic 1911 hotel has hosted presidents, actors, politicians, and athletes during its 100-year life span.


DAY 6: Oklahoma City to Amarillo, Texas


260 miles/420 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Route 66


1 Get on the road early, because it’s a long drive to your first stop, the beautifully restored Tower Station and U-Drop Inn Café (1242 N. Main St., www.shamrockedc.org/u-drop-inn [URL inactive], 806/256-2501, free) in Shamrock, Texas. Not only is this former Conoco station a landmark—architecturally and historically—but the 1936 art deco marvel is also the town’s Route 66 visitors center.


[image: Image] Travel west on Route 66/I-40 out of Oklahoma City. This will take you through Hydro in 63 miles (101 km). Keep to the I-40 frontage road for 5 miles (8 km) into Weatherford. In 3 miles (5 km), join I-40 BUS into Clinton. Leaving Clinton, follow Route 66 as it crisscrosses I-40 from Canute to Elk City. The I-40 frontage road (Route 66) takes you to Sayre, Erick, and the border town of Texola. From Texola, it’s 14 miles (23 km) west to reach Shamrock.


2 Drive to McLean to tour the Devil’s Rope Museum (100 Kingsley St., 806/779-2225, www.barbwiremuseum.com, 9am-4pm Mon.-Sat., free). It houses the world’s largest collection of published material about barbed wire. Hyper niche; super fascinating.


[image: Image] Continue west for 20 miles (32 km) to reach McLean.


3 Head 70 miles (113 km) to Amarillo and stay overnight at the Courtyard by Marriott Amarillo Downtown (724 S. Polk St., 806/553-4500, www.marriott.com, $159-190), located in the historic Fisk Building.


[image: Image] Continue west into Amarillo (70 mi/113 km).


4 Dinner is right across the street at Crush Wine Bar (701 S. Polk St., 806/418-2011, www.crushdeli.com, 11am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $15-30). Skip the wait for a table and instead grab a seat at the bar to mingle with a diverse crowd of local cowboys and traveling business professionals. The steak frites is to die for.




[image: Image]


TOWER STATION AND U-DROP INN CAFÉ, SHAMROCK







[image: Image]


DEVIL’S ROPE MUSEUM, MCLEAN





DAY 7: Amarillo to Tucumcari, New Mexico


115 miles/185 kilometers | 2-3 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Route 66 • I-40 BUS • Route 66 • I-40 • Route 66


1 Tour Amarillo’s Route 66 Historic District (6th Ave. between Georgia St. and Western St.). The 13-block area was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1994 and offers an insightful look at the city’s Route 66 heritage.


2 Don’t miss Cadillac Ranch (I-40 frontage road near exit 60, dawn-dusk daily, free), about 10 miles (16 km) west as you leave Amarillo. In a Texas field, you’ll find 10 graffiti-splattered Cadillacs—each manufactured between 1948 and 1964—planted nose-first in the soil. Public art at its best.


[image: Image] Drive west on Amarillo Blvd. Route 66 heads south and turns into I-40 BUS as it crosses TX-335. About 1.5 miles (2.5 km) after passing TX-335, turn right, then make a left onto Indian Hill Rd. Turn left on S. Blessen Dr. and take the next right on the I-40 frontage road. Follow Route 66 for 10 miles (16 km) to Cadillac Ranch.


3 Stop for lunch, a slice of pie, and a photo op at MidPoint Café (305 W. Route 66, 805/536-6379, 8:30am-5pm daily, $8-14) in Adrian—this marks the halfway point of your Route 66 road trip.


[image: Image] Follow Route 66 along the frontage road for 40 miles (64 km) to Adrian.


4 After crossing the New Mexico border, drive to Tucumcari and tour the murals. Artists Sharon and Doug Quarles painted 40 murals throughout the city that, when taken as a whole, tell the complicated story of the country’s westward migration.


[image: Image] Head west from Adrian for 23 miles (37 km) on Route 66. As you enter New Mexico, join I-40, then take exit 369 after several miles. Turn right and then take the first left on Quay Rd. to follow N. Frontage Rd. As the road curves west, turn left on NM-469, cross I-40 heading south, and then turn right in San Jon to rejoin Route 66 on S. Frontage Rd (20 mi/32 km). Follow Route 66 west for the next 20 miles (32 km) to Tucumcari.


5 Stay overnight at the legendary Blue Swallow Motel (815 E. Rte. 66, 575/461-9849, www.blueswallowmotel.com, $85-140). The Blue Swallow’s bird-in-flight symbol harkens back to the classic sailor tattoo: When sailors saw this bird, they knew land—and home—was near.




[image: Image]


MIDPOINT MARK IN ADRIAN






DAY 8: Tucumcari to Santa Fe, New Mexico



180 miles/290 kilometers | 3-4 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: I-40 • US-84 • I-25 frontage road • NM-63 • NM-50 • I-25/US-85 • Old Las Vegas Hwy. • Old Pecos Trail • Old Santa Fe Trail


1 Start the day with breakfast at Comet II Drive-In (1257 E. Rte. 66, 575/472-3663, 11am-9pm Tues.-Sun., $10-15) in Santa Rosa, which is about an hour from Tucumcari.


[image: Image] Follow I-40 W to Santa Rosa (54 mi/87 km).


2 Take the road’s pre-1937 alignment for the beautiful 120-mile (193-km) drive to Santa Fe. See the impressive art collection at the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum (217 Johnson St., 505/946-1000, www.okeeffemuseum.org, 9am-5pm Sat.-Thurs., 9am-7pm Fri., $13), which houses the largest repository of her art, including personal notes and books from her own collection.


[image: Image] Take I-40 W for 16 miles (26 km). Take exit 256 and head north on US-84, then cross I-25 (42 mi/68 km). Turn left on the frontage road. Near Rowe, turn right to cross under US-84 (32 mi/52 km). Turn left on NM-63. In 6 miles (10 km), at Pecos, turn left on NM-50. In 6 miles (10 km), join I-25 W/US-85 and drive 5 miles (8 km) to exit 294 for Cañoncito. Turn left on Old Las Vegas Hwy./NM-300, which parallels I-25. Stay on this for 10 miles (16 km), then turn right on NM-466/Old Pecos Trail. Drive north 1 mile (1.6 km), then bear right to follow Old Pecos Trail north. The road merges with Old Santa Fe Trail, which leads to Santa Fe.


3 In Santa Fe, stroll the shops on The Plaza and tour The Palace of the Governors (105 W. Palace Ave., 505/476-5100, www.palaceofthegovernors.org [URL inactive]), the oldest continuously occupied public building in the United States. It predates the White House by 200 years.


4 Toast a predinner cocktail on the rooftop of the historic La Fonda (100 E. San Francisco St., 800/523-5002, www.lafondasantafe.com, $240-475), which is a former Harvey House that opened in 1922. As soon as the sun sets on the horizon, the bar takes last call, so be ready to head out after your drink.


5 Dine at Tomasita’s (500 S. Guadalupe St., 505/983-5721, www.tomasitas.com, 11am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri.-Sat., $10-20). The restaurant specializes in northern New Mexican food and has won awards for its green and red chile sauces. The bottle of honey on your table is for the complimentary sopaipillas that arrive post-meal.




[image: Image]


THE PALACE OF THE GOVERNORS, SANTA FE





DAY 9: Santa Fe to Taos, New Mexico


80 miles/129 kilometers | 2 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-84/US-285 • NM-76 • NM-75 • NM-68


1 Head north on the High Road to Taos. On the way, have lunch at Sugar Nymphs Bistro (15046 NM-75, 505/587-0311, www.sugarnymphs.com, 11am-4pm Mon.-Thurs., 4pm-8pm Fri.-Sat., and 10:30am-3pm Sun. summer, call for winter hours, $10-18), near Peñasco. Order a fresh-as-can-be salad with locally sourced ingredients.


[image: Image] Go north on US-84/US-285 for 23 miles (37 km) to its junction with NM-68 near Española. Turn north onto NM-68, then go east onto NM-76 for 30 miles (48 km). After driving through the towns of Chimayo, Cordova, Truchas, and Las Trampas, NM-76 dead-ends into NM-75. Turn right onto NM-75 and continue for 2 miles (3 km) to Peñasco.


2 Complete the drive to Taos and tour Earthship Biotecture (2 Earthship Way, 575/751-0462, www.earthship.com, 9am-5pm daily June-Aug., 10am-4pm daily Sept.-May, $8-18), the world’s largest off-the-grid community. The “earthships” are sculptural homes with curved walls made from compacted earth, tires, and cans in order to create efficient insulation.


[image: Image] Follow NM-75 E for 6 miles (10 km), then go north on NM-518 through Talpa (16 mi/26 km) to NM-68, where you will turn right and continue for 4 miles (6 km) to Taos.


3 In Taos, eat dinner at La Cueva (135 Paseo del Pueblo Sur, 575/758-7001, www.lacuevacafe.com, 10am-9pm daily, $10-15), a vegetarian heaven with delicious enchiladas.


4 Stay in an earthship overnight; if they’re fully booked, spend the night at the El Pueblo Lodge (412 Paseo del Pueblo Norte, 800/433-9612 www.elpueblolodge.com, $100-190) in Taos.




[image: Image]


EARTHSHIP BIOTECTURE, TAOS





DAY 10: Taos to Albuquerque, New Mexico


175 miles/280 kilometers | 3-4 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-64 • US-285 • US-84 • NM-599 • I-25/Route 66


1 Drive 150 miles (242 km) south to Albuquerque and have lunch at Loyola’s Family Restaurant (4500 Central Ave. SE, 505/268-6478, www.loyolasfamilyrestaurant.com, 6am-2pm Tues.-Fri., 6am-1pm Sat., $6-10). If the dining room looks familiar, that’s because commercials, movies, and scenes from TV shows like Breaking Bad have all been filmed here.


[image: Image] Head north on US-64 out of Taos. Drive 28 miles (45 km) to Tres Piedras and take US-285 S. Follow this for 48 miles (77 km) to US-84 and turn left. Drive through Española (8 mi/13 km). Continue for 20 miles (32 km). Just north of Santa Fe, take NM-599/Veterans Memorial Hwy. south for 13 miles (21 km) to join I-25 S. From I-25, you’ll follow Route 66 south to Albuquerque (50 mi/81 km).


2 Tour Old Town Albuquerque and its more than 150 shops and galleries, all in adobe buildings clustered along flower-lined brick paths. It’s a great place to stretch your legs and enjoy a glimpse into the city’s past.


3 Before dinner, catch a movie at the historic KiMo Theatre (423 Central Ave. NW, 505/768-3544, www.kimotickets.com, 9am-4pm Tues.-Sat.). Built in the 1920s, it was the first theater to fuse art deco and American Indian architectural styles.


4 Have dinner at the Standard Diner (320 Central Ave. SE, 505/243-1440, www.standarddiner.com, 8am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 8am-9pm Fri.-Sat., $8-16), a hip and modern eatery in a refurbished 1938 Texaco station. Go for the bacon-wrapped meat loaf.


5 Spend the night at the lovely Los Poblanos Inn (4803 Rio Grande Blvd., 505/344-9297, www.lospoblanos.com, $175-570) a 25-acre organic lavender farm and boutique hotel.





[image: Image]



OLD TOWN ALBUQUERQUE





DAY 11: Albuquerque to Winslow, Arizona


310 miles/500 kilometers | 6 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Route 66 • NM-23 • Route 66 • I-40 • Petrified Forest National Park Road • US-180 • I-40


1 Start the day with a visit to Acoma Pueblo (Pueblo of Acoma, 800/747-0181, www.acomaskycity.org, 9am-5pm daily, $25 adults, $17 children), west of Albuquerque. It’s the oldest continuously inhabited settlement in North America, with a village of 250 structures set on a sandstone bluff.


[image: Image] Take Route 66 as it parallels I-40 for 50 miles (81 km). Turn left onto NM-23 and follow this for 12 miles (19 km) to reach Acoma Pueblo.


2 Stop in Gallup to shop the trading posts and explore the city’s murals before crossing the border into Arizona. Gallup is one of the most significant trading centers in the Southwest and is known as the “Indian Capital of the World.” Navajo Nation land wraps around the northwestern edge of Gallup; the Zuni Reservation sits just to the south.


[image: Image] Retrace your path back to Route 66/I-40 via NM-23 (12 mi/19 km). Head west on Route 66 for 85 miles (137 km) to reach Gallup.


3 About 45 miles after crossing into Arizona, drive through the Painted Desert and Petrified Forest National Park (Exit 311 off I-40 in Navajo, 928/524-6228, www.nps.gov/pefo, 8am-5pm daily, hours vary seasonally, $25 per vehicle). See badlands, mesas, ancient petroglyphs, petrified wood, and fossils that date back 200 million years.


[image: Image] Continue west from Gallup. On the eastern side of Arizona, much of the original Route 66 alignment from Lupton to Winslow is not continuous or intact; you will have to take I-40 to get around. It’s 68 miles (109 km) from Gallup to the exit for Petrified Forest National Park. Follow the park road for 28 miles (45 km) and exit the park at US-180. Take US-180 west for 17 miles (27 km) to Holbrook to rejoin I-40. It’s another 29 miles (47 km) west on I-40 to reach Winslow.


4 Spend the evening at La Posada Hotel & Gardens (303 E. 2nd St., 928/289-4366, www.laposada.org, $129-169) in Winslow. Designed by famed architect Mary Colter as a Harvey House in 1929, the 11-acre Spanish Colonial hotel was said to be Colter’s favorite work.


5 For an upscale experience featuring Southwestern cuisine, dine in Winslow at the Turquoise Room (305 E. 2nd St., 928/289-2888, www.theturquoiseroom.net, 7am-2pm and 5pm-9pm daily, $10-42). Reservations are highly recommended, but if you decide to pop in on a whim, no worries: The bar offers a smaller version of the restaurant’s award-winning menu.




[image: Image]


GALLUP, NEW MEXICO





DAY 12: Winslow to Kingman, Arizona


220 miles/355 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: I-40 • Townsend Winona Rd. • US-89 • I-40 • Old Route 66 • I-40 • AZ-64 • Historic Route 66 • I-40 • Route 66


1 In the morning, drive to Flagstaff. Walk the picturesque streets of the historic downtown and get a bite to eat at Miz Zips (2924 E. Rte. 66, 928/526-0104, 6am-9pm Mon.-Sat., 7am-2pm Sun, $6-10, cash only). This is the place to get all of your comfort food needs met.


[image: Image] Drive I-40 W from Winslow. In 40 miles (64 km), take exit 211, turn right and follow Townsend Winona Rd./County Rd. 394 for 10 miles (16 km). Keep west and turn left onto US-89 W; continue for 3 miles (5 km) into Flagstaff.


2 Drive to Williams. Stop by Pete’s Gas Station Museum (101 E. Rte. 66, 928/635-2675, 10am-8pm daily summer, call ahead, free). Not only is it a great photo op, but it’s a fascinating museum. The restored gas station, with its bright orange paint, tall cylindrical gas pumps, and classic Ford sedan, offers an impressive collection of car culture memorabilia.


[image: Image] From Flagstaff, drive west on I-40 BUS/Route 66 for 4 miles (6 km) to join I-40 W. Continue for 13 miles (21 km) and take exit 178 to Parks. Turn right and take the next left onto Old Route 66. Continue west on Old Route 66 for 6 miles (10 km). Jump back onto I-40 W. Drive 6 miles (10 km) to exit 165. Turn left onto AZ-64, cross under I-40, and continue for 2.5 miles (4 km) to Williams on Historic Route 66.


3 Head to Seligman for lunch at Delgadillo’s Snow Cap Drive-In (301 W. Rte. 66, 928/422-3291, 10am-6pm daily spring-fall, $10). Make sure to end your meal with a soft-serve ice cream and don’t leave without asking to meet owner Angel Delgadillo. His life stories inspired John Lasseter, the producer of the Pixar film Cars.


[image: Image] Go west on I-40, through Ash Fork, for 21 miles (34 km), then take exit 139. Turn right onto Route 66. From here, it’s 18 miles (29 km) to Seligman.


4 Take the two-lane drive to Kingman, passing through Peach Springs and Hackberry. Peach Springs is the tribal headquarters for the Hualapai Indian Reservation. In the 1880s, the peach trees in the area led people to the water source that was eventually used to power steam locomotives.


[image: Image] Continue west on Route 66 for 87 miles (140 km) to Kingman.


5 Spend the night in Kingman at El Trovatore Motel (1440 E. Andy Devine Ave., 928/753-6520, www.eltrovatoremotel.com, $60). Built in 1937 as a service station, this Route 66-themed motel is one of the few pre-WWII Kingman motels still standing.
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PAINTED DESERT
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PETE’S GAS STATION MUSEUM, WILLIAMS





DAY 13: Kingman to Barstow, California


210 miles/340 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Route 66 • Oatman Hwy. • AZ-95 • I-40 • National Trails Hwy./Route 66 • I-40


1 As you leave Kingman, drive the 1926 alignment via Oatman Highway, a scenic winding road through the Black Mountains. Take your time—the road has hairpin turns, steep mountain grades, and tight switchbacks.


[image: Image] Leave Kingman via Route 66 (W. Andy Devine Ave.). You’ll be driving next to I-40; keep an eye out for exit 44. Turn right onto Shinarump Rd. and cross under I-40. Turn left on Oatman Hwy. and drive for 29 miles (47 km) to Oatman.


2 In Oatman, have lunch at The Oatman Hotel & Restaurant (181 Main St., 928/768-4408, 10:30am-6pm daily, $8-15), where the walls are papered with one-dollar bills, a reference to a time when miners started getting paid with paper rather than coins. The mines were so filthy that paper money got destroyed, so miners needed a safe place to stash their cash. They set up a system with the local bartender to put a dollar bill behind the bar with their name on it to cover their drinking tab.


3 As you cross the border into California, gas up in Needles because you’ll soon be driving through the desolate Mojave Desert. Visit the dusty desert town of Amboy to see Roy’s Motel and Café (87520 National Trails Hwy.). Though the motel is closed, gas is available and the café sells soft drinks. But the real draw is the iconic Roy’s signage—it features the mid-century “Googie” style, a type of futuristic architecture influenced by the post-WWII space age and car culture.


[image: Image] Go west from Oatman for 14 miles (23 km). Turn left onto AZ-95 and take it south for 9 miles (15 km) over the Arizona-California border to Needles. Take I-40 W for 36 miles (58 km) out of Needles to Fenner. From here, join the National Trails Hwy./Route 66 for 28 miles (45 km), crossing Kelbaker Rd. and continuing to Amboy. (Note: Route 66 from Needles to Barstow is notorious for road closures due to fierce desert storms and monsoons. For areas that are closed, I-40 is your alternative route.)


4 In Barstow, spend a peaceful night at Route 66 Motel (195 W. Main St., 760/256-7866, www.route66motelbarstow.com $50-60). Guest rooms are simple, but the retro neon sign, vintage cars, and funky Route 66 memorabilia keeps things interesting.


[image: Image] Continue west on National Trails Hwy./Route 66 for 28 miles (45 km). Here, join back up with I-40 and continue west for another 50 miles (81 km) to reach Barstow.
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NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA
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ROUTE 66, CALIFORNIA





DAY 14: Barstow to Los Angeles, California


155 miles/250 kilometers | 4-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: Route 66/National Trails Hwy. • I-15 • CA-210 • surface streets • I-10


1 From Barstow, head to Fair Oaks Pharmacy (1526 Mission St., South Pasadena, 626/799-1414, www.fairoakspharmacy.net, 9am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-10pm Fri.-Sat., 10am-8pm Sun.) in Pasadena, a good place for a late breakfast or an early lunch. After your meal, browse the vintage goodies at this 1915 soda fountain.


[image: Image] Take Route 66 south, following the National Trails Hwy. and paralleling I-15 to Victorville (30 mi/48 km). Take I-15 S for 34 miles (55 km). Take exit 115A for CA-210 W. Follow this for 38 miles (61 km) to Pasadena.


2 Time your arrival into downtown Los Angeles before 3pm to avoid traffic. The original Route 66 terminus is at 7th and Broadway. There were actually three endings to Route 66 in Los Angeles. The second terminus extended farther west to Santa Monica at the intersection of Olympic and Lincoln Boulevards. Then, in 2009, the terminus was moved to the Santa Monica Pier.


[image: Image] To follow the original Route 66 from Pasadena into Los Angeles, drive south on Fair Oaks Ave. to where it dead-ends at Huntington Dr. Turn right and drive 3 miles (5 km) on Huntington Dr. Continue on N. Mission Rd. for less than a mile, then take a right onto N. Broadway. In 1.5 miles (2.5 km), stay right (don’t follow Spring St.) to continue on Broadway. Drive 2.5 miles (4 km) down Broadway to 7th St.


3 Check into nearby Hotel Figueroa (939 S. Figueroa St., 866/723-9381, www.hotelfigueroa.com, $130-290) to stay in oh-so-cool DTLA for the night.


4 Spend a few hours at LACMA, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (5905 Wilshire Blvd., 323/857-6000, www.lacma.org, 11am-5pm Mon.-Tues. and Thurs., 11am-8pm Fri., 10am-7pm Sat.-Sun., $25 pp). It features some of the most compelling modern art exhibitions in the country, as well as offers art classes, film screenings, live music, and tours.


[image: Image] Take I-10 W for 5 miles (8 km). Take exit 7B and turn right onto S. Fairfax Ave. Follow this for 2 miles (3 km) to reach the museum.


5 In Santa Monica, greet the end of the Mother Road at the edge of the Pacific Ocean on the Santa Monica Pier (200 Santa Monica Pier, 310/458-8901, www.santamonicapier.org, daily, hours of businesses vary). Walk to the pier’s edge over the ocean, stopping first to take a picture of the famous “End of the Trail” sign. Before you leave, visit the End of the Trail information booth to sign your name in the log of travelers who’ve successfully completed Route 66.


[image: Image] Retrace your path back to I-10 (2 mi/3 km). Continue west on I-10 for 8 miles (13 km) to reach Santa Monica Pier. Note: If you head to Santa Monica on a weekday, try not to leave after 2pm; the drive can take 1.5 hours during rush hour. It’s a 15-mile (24-km) drive back to the hotel from Santa Monica.




[image: Image]


END OF THE TRAIL, SANTA MONICA





GETTING THERE


This road trip begins in Chicago, Illinois, and heads west for 2,570 miles (4,140 km) to Los Angeles, California.


AIR


There are two major airports in Chicago. O’Hare International Airport (ORD, 10000 W. O’Hare Ave., 800/832-6352, www.flychicago.com) hosts 47 airlines, including American, British Airways, JetBlue, and United. Midway International Airport (MDW, 5700 S. Cicero Ave., 773/838-0600, www.flychicago.com) is a smaller, more manageable airport hosting five airlines, including Delta and Southwest. O’Hare International Airport is 19 miles (31 km) from the start of Route 66; Midway is 12 miles (19 km) from the start.


TRAIN


Since part of Route 66 parallels the Santa Fe train route, Amtrak (800/872-7245, www.amtrak.com) offers easy access to the Mother Road. Chicago’s Union Station (210 S. Canal St., 5am-1am daily) is the third-busiest rail station in the United States and is a major hub for Amtrak, with service to cities throughout the country.


Amtrak also offers a 14-day Route 66 by Rail tour (800/268-7252, www.amtrakvacations.com, fares vary) that starts in Chicago, with stops in St. Louis, Albuquerque, Williams, the Grand Canyon, and Los Angeles.


BUS


Greyhound Bus (www.greyhound.com) lines don’t follow Route 66 exactly, but there are stations located along the way. The Greyhound station in Chicago (630 W. Harrison St., 312/408-5821) offers service to all major U.S. cities.


CAR


Midway International Airport is 12 miles (19 km) from the start of Route 66 in Chicago, a 30-minute drive via I-55. O’Hare International Airport is 19 miles (31 km) from the start of Route 66, a drive of 30-45 minutes via I-90.


GETTING BACK


A quicker, more direct route from Santa Monica back to Chicago runs 2,032 miles and totals approximately 30 hours of driving. Follow I-15, I-70, I-76, and I-80 through Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Nebraska, Iowa, and Illinois.


It’s also possible to book a one-way fare home from one of the Los Angeles-area airports. The largest airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport (LAX, 1 World Way, Los Angeles, 855/463-5252, www.flylax.com). It offers direct flights from around the world, but with constant traffic congestion and long lines from check-in to security, you must arrive two hours ahead of departure time—three for international or holiday flights. To get from Santa Monica to LAX, it’s a 10-mile (16-km) drive of less than an hour via CA-1.


For a less-crowded airport, seek flights to or from Hollywood Burbank Airport (BUR, 2627 N. Hollywood Way, Burbank, 818/840-8840, http://hollywoodburbankairport.com). To get from Santa Monica to BUR, it’s a 30-mile (48-km) drive of about an hour via I-10, I-405, and I-5.




Top  5  ROUTE 66


1 Soak up Mother Road history at the Illinois Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum in Pontiac, IL (click here).


[image: Image]


2 Walk through the mouth of the Blue Whale in Catoosa, OK (click here).


[image: Image]


3 See the inventive art installation at Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, TX (click here).


[image: Image]


4 Indulge in roadside kitsch and good eats at Delgadillo’s Snow Cap Drive-In in Seligman, AZ (click here).


[image: Image]


5 Watch the sun set off the Santa Monica Pier in Santa Monica, CA (click here).


[image: Image]







[image: Image] WITH LESS TIME


With major airports located near a few sections of Route 66, it’s possible to segment the route into shorter trips.


ALBUQUERQUE TO TUCUMCARI, NEW MEXICO


4 days; 526 miles/846.5 kilometers


In just a few short days, you can explore New Mexico’s otherworldly landscapes, American Indian culture, world-renowned arts scene, and a rich history that predates the United States. Fly into Albuquerque, New Mexico, and enjoy one full day in the city. On your second day, drive north to the artists’ colony of Taos, explore the arts and culture scene for a few hours, and then continue to Santa Fe to dine and spend the night.


Set aside most of your third day to visit Santa Fe’s historic sites before heading to Tucumcari. Overnight here in the Blue Swallow Hotel, then head back to Albuquerque on your last day.


PHOENIX, ARIZONA, TO SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA


3 days; 532 miles/856 kilometers


This Route 66 segment offers much in the way of scenic beauty, urban attractions, and dusty ghost towns. On your first day, fly into Phoenix, Arizona, then drive north to Kingman. Stop for lunch and check out Kingman’s Route 66 sights before heading west to Needles, California, where you’ll spend the night.


On your second day, launch from Needles, following the Mojave Desert to Barstow, where you’ll spend the night. You’ll swing through the ghost town of Amboy where you can snap a selfie in front of the iconic Roy’s Motel and Café sign.


On your third day, drive from Barstow to Pasadena and enjoy food and fun in sunny California. Around lunchtime, head to Los Angeles and Santa Monica (traffic will be heavy). Celebrate reaching Route 66’s end on the Santa Monica Pier.







[image: Image] Playlist


ROUTE 66


SONGS


•  “Meet Me in Chicago” by Buddy Guy: Blues crooner Buddy Guy sings about iconic spots in Chicago, capturing the live-wire spirit of the city with his electric blues melodies.


•  “Amarillo by Morning” by George Strait: No self-respecting road-trip playlist through Texas omits George Strait. Play this twangy tune as you roll into Amarillo.


•  “Take It Easy” by the Eagles: This is easily the most popular song about Winslow, Arizona. The melody will stick in your head for miles.


•  “New Slang” by The Shins: You’ll want to whistle along with the windows down when you hear this 2002 breakout song from Albuquerque-based indie darlings The Shins.







Women OF THE MOTHER ROAD


The story of Route 66 isn’t complete without the illustrious women who’ve contributed to the road’s growth, success, and preservation. This list highlights the women who made a profound impact on the Mother Road.


ILLINOIS


•  Hazel Funk inherited and ran Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup (5257 Old Route 66, Funks Grove, 309/874-3360, www.funksmaplesirup.com, 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun. Mar.-Aug.), the family maple syrup business.


•  Sally Rand was an early pioneer of burlesque, hosting shows at several iconic places on Route 66, like the Coleman Theatre (103 N. Main St., 918/550-2425, www.colemantheatre.org, tours 10am-4pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-2pm Sat., free) in Miami, Oklahoma, and the KiMo Theatre (423 Central Ave. NW, 505/768-3544, www.kimotickets.com, 9am-4pm Tues.-Sat.) in Albuquerque, New Mexico.


MISSOURI AND KANSAS


•  Julia Chaney and her husband owned and ran the now-closed Red’s Giant Hamburg, one of the first drive-through restaurants in the country. See a replica of the famous sign at the Birthplace of Route 66 Roadside Park (1200 Block W. College St., 24 hours daily, free) in Springfield, Missouri.


•  Allyne Earls owned the (now demolished) Midway Café in Cuba, Missouri, keeping it open 24/7 for Route 66 travelers in need of a bite.


•  Elaine Graham Estes worked at her family’s motel and restaurant in Springfield, Missouri, the Graham Rib Station, which appeared in the Negro Motorist Green Book and welcomed all visitors.


•  Melba Rigg was one of four women who restored an abandoned gas station that now operates as the popular Cars on the Route (119 N. Main St., 620/783-1366, www.kansastravel.org, 10am-4pm Wed.-Sat., 1pm-3pm Sun., free) in Galena, Kansas.




[image: Image]


CARS ON THE ROUTE, GALENA, KANSAS





OKLAHOMA


•  Gladys Cutberth, aka “Mrs. Route 66,” fought to keep Route 66 in small towns.


•  Lucille Hamons was known as “Mother of the Mother Road.” She and her husband ran Lucille’s Service Station (Route 66, west of OK-58) in Hydro.


•  Dawn Welch is the owner of Stroud’s popular Rock Cafe (114 W. Main St., 918/968-3990, www.rockcafert66.com, 7am-9pm daily, $6-12.50). She’s also the inspiration for the character Sally Carrera in Pixar’s Cars.


TEXAS


•  Fran Houser owned the MidPoint Café (305 W. Route 66, 805/536-6379, 8:30am-5pm daily, $8-14), welcoming travelers to the halfway point in Adrian.


NEW MEXICO


•  Mary Colter is the famed architect who designed many places along Route 66, including La Posada Hotel (303 E. 2nd St., 928/289-4366, www.laposada.org, $129-169) in Winslow, Arizona, and La Fonda (100 E. San Francisco St., 800/523-5002, www.lafondasantafe.com, $240-475) in Santa Fe, New Mexico.


•  Lillian Redman and her husband owned the iconic Blue Swallow Motel (815 E. Rte. 66, 575/461-9849, www.blueswallowmotel.com, $85-140) in Tucumcari.


•  Fabiola Cabeza de Baca was a teacher and activist who traveled Route 66 to teach rural New Mexicans new techniques for agriculture and homemaking.


ARIZONA


•  Susie Woo immigrated to Winslow from China in the 1930s and ran a grocery store.


•  Andrea Arizaga Limon was a Harvey Girl, one of many young women hired to meet and greet train travelers at Harvey Houses.


•  Joy Nevin drove Route 66 countless times as the owner and operator of Stockmen’s Supply Service, a traveling sales company.


CALIFORNIA


•  Minerva Hoyt founded the International Desert Conservation League in 1930.


•  Lucia Rodriguez opened Mitla Café (602 N. Mount Vernon Ave., 909/888-0460, www.mitlacafesb.com, 9am-8pm Tues.-Thurs. and Sat.-Sun., 9am-9pm Fri., $12-17) in San Bernardino to support the town’s Mexican American residents.


•  Cynthia Hare Troup came up with the catchy title for her husband Bobby’s famous song, “(Get Your Kicks on) Route 66.”







Neon PHOTO OPS


This road trip boasts some of the country’s best retro neon signs, many of them more than half a century old. Here are a few you should build into your itinerary.


•  The Berghoff (17 W. Adams St., Chicago, IL)


•  Dell Rhea’s Chicken Basket (645 Joliet Rd., Willowbrook, IL)


•  Munger Moss Motel (1336 East Rte. 66, Lebanon, MO)


•  66 Drive-in Theater (17321 Old 66 Blvd., Carthage, MO)


•  Waylan’s Ku-Ku (915 N. Main St., Miami, OK)


•  Meadow Gold (11th St. and Quaker Ave., Tulsa, OK)


•  Tee Pee Curios (924 E. Rte. 66, Tucumcari, NM)


•  Blue Swallow Motel (815 E. Rte. 66, Tucumcari, NM)


•  Wigwam Motel (811 W. Hopi Dr., Holbrook, AZ)




[image: Image]


WIGWAM MOTEL, HOLBROOK





•  The World Famous Sultana Bar (301 W. Rte. 66, Williams, AZ)


•  Roy’s Motel & Café (87520 National Trails Hwy., Amboy, CA)







[image: Image] CONNECT WITH


•  At Kansas City: Oregon Trail (click here)


•  At Santa Fe: Santa Fe, Taos, and the Enchanted Circle (click here)


•  At Los Angeles: Southern California and Route 66 Loop (click here), Best of the Golden State (click here), and Pacific Coast Highway: California (click here)







OREGON TRAIL


WHY GO: Pioneer history, wagon-wheel ruts, Old West towns, Kansas City barbecue, Native American culture, prairie views


TOTAL DISTANCE: 2,510 miles/4,040 kilometers


NUMBER OF DAYS: 20


SEASONS: Spring through fall


START: St. Louis, Missouri


END: Portland, Oregon
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SCOTTS BLUFF NATIONAL MONUMENT
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While the Oregon Trail isn’t a literal sea-to-sea trip, it’s one of the most historically significant routes in the United States. Before the Civil War, nearly 500,000 people journeyed westward on this path, crossing what is today six states: Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, Idaho, and Oregon. Historians believe it to be the largest land migration ever; the pioneers’ daring expedition doubled the size of the United States. As you travel the Trail—climbing mountains, dipping in hot springs, walking along wheel ruts—you’ll understand where our country’s plucky pioneer spirit was born.


DAY 1: St. Louis, Missouri


MORNING


1 While not the initial starting point for Oregon Trail pioneers, St. Louis, Gateway to the West, is a fun and convenient place to begin. First, try a local specialty: the gooey butter cake at Park Avenue Coffee (417 N. 10th St., 314/231-5282, http://parkavenuecoffee.com, 7am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 7:30am-6pm Sun., $5). Park Avenue makes over 70 varieties, but most folks agree that Mom’s Traditional is the best.


2 Next, head to Gateway Arch National Park (11 N. 4th St., 314/655-1600, www.gatewayarch.com, 8am-10pm daily summer, 9am-6pm daily winter, free). Made of steel and concrete, the arch rises 630 feet, and is the tallest constructed monument in the country. The Museum at the Gateway Arch offers a perfect introduction to the history of the country’s westward expansion. The Tram Ride to the Top ($16) gives you a bird’s-eye view of the city.


AFTERNOON


3 For lunch, walk over to Sugarfire Smoke House (605 Washington Ave., 314/394-1720, http://sugarfiresmokehouse.com, 11am-9pm daily, $13) to get your fix of St. Louis barbecue. Order at the counter, then drench your brisket or pulled pork in the range of sauces kept on each table.


4 Visit to the fantastically fun City Museum (750 N. 16th St., 314/231-2489, www.citymuseum.org, 9am-5pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-midnight Fri.-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun., $15), which is more like a giant playground than a museum. Housed in an old shoelace factory, this quirky attraction repurposes architectural and industrial materials from around the city, transforming them into slides, tunnels, and cave systems. Dress wisely: Long pants and closed-toe shoes.


EVENING


5 Head out for a night of live music. At BB’s Jazz, Blues, and Soups (700 N. Broadway, 314/436-5222, www.bbsjazzbluessoups.com, 6pm-3am Sun.-Fri., 6pm-1:30am Sat., $10 cover), you can listen to the blues and feast on Cajun and Creole food in a historic building that dates back to the mid-1800s.




[image: Image]


GATEWAY ARCH NATIONAL PARK






DAY 2: St. Louis to Kansas City, Missouri



270 miles/430 kilometers | 4.5-5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: I-70 • MO-41 • K Hwy. • I-70 • I-435 • US-71


1 Today, you’ll cover the entire state of Missouri. Stop at the midpoint of Arrow Rock for an early lunch at the historic J. Huston Tavern (305 Main St., 600/837-3200, www.hustontavern.com, 11am-2pm Sun. and Wed.-Thurs., 11am-2pm and 5pm-8pm Fri.-Sat. June-Sept., 11am-2pm and 4:30pm-8pm Fri.-Sat., 11am-2pm Sun. Mar.-May and Oct.-Dec., $13), the oldest continuously operating restaurant west of the Mississippi.


[image: Image] Leave St. Louis by heading west on I-70. In 151 miles (243 km), turn right on MO-41, then drive for 13 miles (21 km) to Arrow Rock.


2 Continue on to Independence, the official starting point of the Oregon Trail. Wander through Independence Courthouse Square (bordered by W. Maple Ave., N. Main St., W. Lexington Ave., and N. Liberty St.), where emigrants stocked up on supplies before setting off. Make sure to snap a photo with the plaque marking the start of the Oregon Trail on the west side of the Historic Truman Courthouse (112 W. Lexington Ave.).


[image: Image] Head back south on MO-41 for 6 miles (10 km), then turn right on K Hwy. In 3 miles (5 km), turn left to continue on K Hwy. for another 3 miles (5 km) to I-70. Continue west on I-70 to Noland Rd. (77 mi/124 km). Turn right and follow Noland to Independence (3 mi/5 km).


3 Visit the National Frontier Trails Museum (318 W. Pacific Ave., 816/325-7575, www.ci.independence.mo.us, 9am-4:30pm Mon.-Sat., 12:30pm-4:30pm Sun., $6), which commemorates the three westward expansion trails that began in Independence: the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California Trails. You’ll find covered wagons and artifacts like pioneer diaries.


4 Head south of Independence to see your first wagon ruts at 85th and Manchester (7558 E. 85th St., Kansas City). Sometimes referred to as the Wieduwilt Swales, these are some of the state’s best ruts, deep and easy to see, dramatically cutting into the ground.


[image: Image] Take I-435 S for 8 miles (13 km), exiting at 87th St. Follow 87th St. for 1 mile (1.6 km), then turn left onto Oldham Rd. In less than a mile, turn right onto E. 85th St. to reach the wagon ruts.


5 Loop north to Kansas City proper, where you can eat at Arthur Bryant’s Barbeque (1727 Brooklyn Ave., 816/231-1123, www.arthurbryantsbbq.com, 10am-9pm Mon.-Sat., 11am-8pm Sun., $11), the legacy of one of the most popular pit masters in history. Spend the night in the historic neighborhood of Westport.


[image: Image] Head west and get onto Oldham Rd. Follow this northwest for 2 miles (3 km), then continue on E. Gregory Blvd. for another 2 miles (3 km). Turn right onto US-71 N. Follow this for 5 miles (8 km) to the exit for 29th St./27th St. and central Kansas City.
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INDEPENDENCE SQUARE COURTHOUSE
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NATIONAL FRONTIER TRAILS MUSEUM






DAY 3: Kansas City, Missouri



MORNING AND AFTERNOON


1 Explore Westport, the oldest neighborhood in Kansas City and another jumping-off point for the Oregon Trail. Then tour the sunken cargo of an 1856 riverboat at the Arabia Steamboat Museum (400 Grand Blvd., 816/471-1856, www.1856.com, 10am-5pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun., $14.50). Visits start with a guided tour and an introductory video, then you’re allowed to tour the display rooms freely.


2 In the afternoon, head to The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art (4525 Oak St., 855/830-1482, www.nelson-atkins.org, 10am-5pm Wed., 10am-9pm Thurs.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun., free). Admire the giant badminton birdie sculpture outside, then pop inside to enjoy European paintings and Imperial Chinese art.


EVENING


3 Dinner is back in Westport with modern Mexican cuisine at Port Fonda (1414 Pennsylvania Ave., 816/216-6462, www.portfonda.com, 11am-10pm Mon.-Wed., 11am-1am Thurs.-Fri., 9am-1am Sat., 9am-10pm Sun., $12). Vegetarians will find plenty to love, like the jackfruit al pastor, and omnivores will love the barbacoa and drool-worthy carnitas.


4 Find your new favorite cocktail at SoT (1521 Grand Blvd., 816/842-8482, www.sotkc.com, 4pm-11pm Tues.-Wed., 4pm-1:30am Thurs.-Sat.), which uses unusual ingredients in creative ways.




[image: Image]


ARABIA STEAMBOAT MUSEUM





DAY 4: Kansas City to Beatrice, Nebraska


220 miles/350 kilometers | 4-4.5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: I-70 • KS-99 • KS-9 • US-77 • US-36 • KS-148 • NE-112 • NE-8 • US-77


1 Get an early start today. Cross the border into Kansas and stop in Topeka, the state capital, to visit the Kansas Museum of History (6425 SW 6th Ave., 785/272-8681, www.kshs.org, 9am-5pm Tues.-Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun., $10). Its informative exhibits include displays on the Oregon Trail. The large museum houses a wagon, biplane, soda fountain, log cabin, and even an entire train.


[image: Image] Use I-670 W to connect to I-70 (2 mi/3 km). Drive west on I-70 to Topeka (60 mi/97 km).


2 Back on the trail, find Alcove Spring (off US-77, E. River Rd., 785/363-7721, dawn-dusk daily, free), a lush green spot that was a favorite of the pioneers. Stretch your legs with a short hike (0.25 mi/0.4 km) that takes you by dramatic wagon swales.


[image: Image] Continue west on I-70 to KS-99 (35 mi/56 km). Turn right on KS-99 to KS-9 (46 mi/74 km). Make a left on KS-9 and drive 12 miles (19 km) to US-77. Turn right on US-77 and in 3 miles (5 km) follow signs to Alcove Spring.


3 Have lunch at the Wagon Wheel Café (703 Broadway St., 785/562-3784, www.wagonwheelks.com, 6am-9pm Mon.-Sat., $13), the best place to eat in Marysville.


[image: Image] Make your way back to US-77 (3 mi/5 km), turn left, and follow US-77 to Wagon Wheel Café (4 mi/6 km).


4 Head west to Hanover to visit the Hollenberg Pony Express Station (2889 23rd Rd., 785/337-2635, 10am-5pm daily Mar.-Oct., $6). Originally built in 1857, this is the only Pony Express barn still in its original location along the route.


[image: Image] Go west on US-36 to KS-148 (11 mi/18 km). Turn right and drive KS-148 for 4 miles (6 km) to KS-234. Turn left and stay on KS-234 to Hanover.


5 Drive north into Nebraska and end your day in Beatrice with dinner at The Black Crow (405 Court St., 402/228-7200, www.blackcrowrestaurant.com, 11:30am-2pm and 5:30pm-10pm Tues.-Sun., $20). Order oysters Rockefeller or roast duck, and savor a glass of wine from the surprisingly robust list. Stay at a hotel in town.


[image: Image] Follow KS-234 for less than a mile back to KS-148. Turn left and drive KS-148 for 8 miles (13 km) to where it turns into NE-112. Continue north on NE-112 and follow it to NE-8 (3 mi/5 km). Turn right on NE-8. Drive 7 miles (11 km) to US-77. Turn left and take US-77 to Beatrice (9 mi/14 km).
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PONY EXPRESS STATUE, MARYSVILLE
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HOLLENBERG PONY EXPRESS STATION





DAY 5: Beatrice to Kearney, Nebraska


180 miles/290 kilometers | 3-3.5 hours


ROUTE OVERVIEW: US-136 • NE-4 • surface streets • US-136 • surface streets • NE-15 • US-136 • US-81 • NE-74 • NE-10 • NE-50A • NE-44


1 Learn about the Homestead Act, a primary motivator for the movement west, at the Homestead National Monument of America (8523 W. NE-4, 402/223-3514, www.nps.gov/home, 8:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 9am-5pm Sat.-Sun., free). The monument is spread out on 150 acres of prairie grasses and woodlands, and houses the Heritage Center, which features exhibits on the impact of homesteading. Don’t skip the thoughtful film Land of Dreams—Homesteading America, which gives voice to Native American nations who were displaced by the Homesteading Act.
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