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Get the most from this book



This book will help you revise for the WJEC GCSE History Route B specification, which can be downloaded from the WJEC website www.wjec.co.uk. Follow the links to GCSE History specification B.


This book covers the Depth Study Germany in transition, c.1919–1947, the Thematic Study Developments in sport, leisure and tourism in Wales and England, c.1900 to the present day, and the Development Studies Changes in crime and punishment in Wales and England, c.1530 to the present day and Changes in health and medicine, c.1345 to the present day.


The exam practice questions are based on the questions in the WJEC specification.


You can use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





1. revised and understood a topic



2. answered the exam practice questions



3. checked your answers online.





You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading throughout the book. Be a scribbler, make notes as you learn. You will need an exercise book for most of the revision tasks, but you can also write in this book.


Track your progress
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Revision tasks


Use these tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you think about what you are revising. If you do the tasks you will have to use the information in the book. If you use the information you will remember it better. The more you use it the better you will remember it.





[image: ]





[image: ]






Exam practice


Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Key issues


Key issues from the specification are listed on the first page of each chapter. You need to have a good knowledge and understanding of these issues.
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Key term


Key terms are highlighted the first time they appear, with an explanation nearby in the margin.
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Go online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions, and try out the quick quizzes at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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Exam tip


Throughout the book there are exam tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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Introduction
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How to prepare for the exam


1. Decode the exam question


To perform well in the exam, you will have to answer the questions correctly. To understand what the question is asking, look for the key command words which will tell you the type of answer you should write. Common command words and their meanings are:





•  Explain Provide a number of reasons, showing how or why each contributed to the event named in the question.



•  Describe Provide specific factual detail on the key issue named in the question.



•  How important/successful/How far…… Provide a judgement on the named event/person supported by reasons, explanations and evidence.





2. Look at the mark schemes


All your answers on the exam paper will be marked by using a level of response mark scheme. In the low tariff questions (3–4 marks) there will normally be two levels, for the medium tariff questions (5–7 marks) there will be three levels and for the higher tariff questions (8–12 marks) there will be four levels. The more detailed, informed and well reasoned your answer is, the higher up the level of responses you will advance.


A typical level of response mark scheme will look like this:


Level 1: Generalised points, not fully focused on the topic area being examined; the general points will not be supported by accurate or relevant factual details or examples.


Answers will be very simplistic and contain little factual support.


Level 2: A number of relevant points with some focus on the question; these points will be supported by accurate factual detail, although the range might be narrow or some points might not be fully developed.


Answers will display good focus, will be supported with relevant detail and demonstrate an argument which goes some way to answering the question.


Level 3: A range of relevant points which clearly address the question and show understanding of the most important factors involved; a clear explanation which is well structured and supported by detailed and accurate factual information.


Answers will be thorough and detailed; they will clearly engage with the question and provide a balanced and reasoned argument that reaches a well-supported judgement.


About the Route B course


You are required to study four units, each having a weighting of 25% towards your final GCSE grade:





•  Unit 1 – a study in depth focusing on source evaluation and historical interpretations (Germany in Transition, c.1919–47)




•  Unit 2 – a thematic study focusing on key features and key concepts of history (Developments in Sport, Leisure and Tourism in Wales and England, c.1900 to the present day)




•  Unit 3 – a development study focusing on change and continuity over time (Changes in Crime and Punishment in Wales and England, c.1530 to the present day); (Changes in Health and Medicine, c.1345 to the present day)




•  Unit 4 – an investigation into an issue of historical debate or controversy (Controlled Assessment).





Units 1–3 are assessed through three written examinations (each being 1 hour 15 minutes); Unit 4 is the controlled assessment which is completed in class.



Unit 1


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding through the evaluation of historical sources and interpretations of the past. You will have to answer all three sections, each testing particular skills.


Section A – Source evaluation / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 1(a) is worth 4 marks and asks you to select and organise information from two sources:
a) What do Sources A and B suggest about…?








   –  Pick out at least two points from the sources and use your knowledge to expand upon them.


   –  Make sure you refer to both sources in equal measure to produce a balanced answer.








•  Question 1(b) is worth 6 marks and asks you to use source material and your own knowledge to explain a development:
b) Use Source C and your own knowledge to explain why…








   –  Pick out at least two details from the source and explain them in your own words.


   –  You must demonstrate your own knowledge of this topic by providing at least one additional factor that is not mentioned in the source.








•  Question 1(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to analyse and evaluate the utility of two sources:
c) How useful are Sources D and E to an historian studying…?








   –  Look at the content, origin and purpose of both sources:







       • Content – What does the source say?


       • Origin – Who said it? When did they say it?


       • Purpose – Why was it said? Who was it said to and why? Is it biased?







   –  Make reference to the usefulness of both sources to the historian – what are the limitations? Has any important information been left out?


   –  Remember that a source can be useful even if it is not reliable; what might it be useful for?





Section B – Source evaluation / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 2(a) is worth 4 marks and requires you to demonstrate specific knowledge of an historical event:
a) Describe the…








   –  You must identify and describe at least two key features.


   –  Only include information that is directly relevant.


   –  Be specific; avoid generalised comments.








•  Question 2(b) is worth 6 marks and requires you to explain the reasons for the creation of a primary source at a particular time:
b) Why was Source F produced in…?








   –  You must refer to the content of the source, explaining what it shows.


   –  Use your knowledge to say what was happening at the time the source was produced.


   –  You must make use of the attribution as this can help to identify motive and help explain why the source was produced at that time.








•  Question 2(c) is worth 10 marks and requires you to discuss different historical interpretations:
c) One interpretation is that…How far do you agree with this interpretation?








   –  You need to identify which source(s) support the interpretation and which source(s) provide alternative interpretations.


   –  You need to discuss the content of the sources and their attributions to help you explain how and why these interpretations have been formed.


   –  You need to provide a clear judgement upon the value of the given interpretation.





Section C – Essay writing / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer the essay question in this section.





•  Question 3 is worth 12 marks, with 3 additional marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG). It requires you to evaluate a key development through the construction of a two-sided argument:
To what extent was…?
Was…the most important reason/development…?








   –  You need to develop a two-sided answer: discuss the key feature mentioned in the question and follow this by discussing other important factors.


   –  Avoid generalised comments: give specific detail and ensure that you cover a range of factors/key issues.


   –  Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction, several paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement on the question set.






Unit 2


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding of the key developments in each of the three sections of the course you will have studied. You will have to answer three sections, each testing particular skills.


Section A – Source evaluation and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 1(a) is worth 3 marks and asks you to use source material and your own knowledge to describe an aspect of history:
Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe…








   –  You must pick out several facts from the source and its caption.


   –  You must use your own knowledge of this topic area to expand upon what is shown/said in the source and to provide any relevant additional information.








•  Question 1(b) is worth 6 marks and asks you to explain why something happened during this period:
b) Explain why…








   –  You must aim to give a variety of well-explained reasons.


   –  Try to include specific details such as names, dates, events, organisations and activities.


   –  Always support your statements with examples.








•  Question 1(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to use source material and your own knowledge to discuss different viewpoints:
c) Why do Sources A and B have different views about…?








   –  You must comment on both sources, in each case making reference to the content and the author.


   –  Remember to explain why the two sources have different views – the attributions provide the clues to help you identify the reasons for the differing viewpoints.





Section B – Recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 2(a) is worth 4 marks and asks you to use your knowledge to describe a key feature or event:
a) Describe… (or) How did…?








   –  You will need to identify and describe at least two key features.


   –  Only include information that is directly relevant.


   –  Be specific; avoid generalised comments.








•  Question 2(b) is worth 6 marks and asks you to explain why something happened during this period:
b) Explain why… (or) Why did…?








   –  You must aim to give a variety of well-explained reasons.


   –  Try to include specific details such as names, dates, events, organisations and activities.


   –  Always support your statements with examples.








•  Question 2(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to evaluate why a person, event or development was significant, successful or important:
c) How important was…? (or) How successful was…?








   –  You must evaluate the importance or significance of the named individual, event or issue.


   –  You need to support your observations with specific factual detail.


   –  Remember that you need to provide a judgement, giving specific reasons in support.





Section C – Essay writing / recall and deployment of knowledge


You must answer all the questions in this section.





•  Question 3(a) is worth 4 marks and asks you to outline the main features of an historical development:
a) Outline briefly…








   –  Aim to cover a range of factors/points.


   –  Remember to support each factor/point with specific factual detail, avoiding generalised comments.








•  Question 3(b) is worth 12 marks, with 3 additional marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG). It requires you to evaluate a key development through the construction of a two-sided argument:
b) Has…been the most important development in…? How far did…change…?








   –  You need to develop a two-sided answer: discuss the key feature mentioned in the question and follow this by discussing other important factors.


   –  Avoid generalised comments: give specific detail and ensure that you cover a range of factors/key issues.



   –  Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction, several paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement upon the question set.





Unit 3


This examination tests your knowledge and understanding of the key changes and developments in each of the sections of the course you will have studied.


Section A – Recall and deployment of knowledge / comprehension of sources


Three questions will appear in Section A – you have to answer two. They will each follow a similar format of questions.





•  Question 1(a) is worth 5 marks and asks you to use your knowledge to describe a key feature or development:
a) Describe the… (or) Outline the…








   –  You will need to identify and describe at least two key features.


   –  Only include information that is directly relevant.


   –  Be specific; avoid generalised comments.








•  Question 1(b) is worth 7 marks and asks you to identify change or lack of change, using your own knowledge to place each source into context:
b) Explain why…had changed…








   –  You must make direct reference to the content of each source, describing and expanding upon the key points, showing the change that took place.


   –  You must provide context by bringing in your own knowledge of this topic area, highlighting the changes and the reasons for those changes.








•  Question 1(c) is worth 8 marks and asks you to evaluate why a person, event or development was significant, successful or important:
c) Why was…a turning point? (or) How successful / important was…?








   –  You must evaluate the importance or significance of the named individual, event or issue.


   –  Make sure you discuss the key word in the question – importance, significance or turning point.


   –  Remember that the question requires you to make a judgement and to support it with specific factual detail.





Section B – Essay writing / recall and deployment of knowledge


You are required to answer one essay question from a choice of three: questions 4, 5 or 6.





•  The essay question is worth 12 marks, with 3 additional marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG). It requires you to identify and discuss change and development over time:
How far had…changed/improved between…and the present day?
How important/successful has…been between…and the present day?
Have methods of…always been successful between…and the present day?








   –  You must include information from across the whole time period. Do not spend too long on one time period, for example, the nineteenth century.


   –  You must show how things have changed or stayed the same, remembering that some time periods will show a faster pace of change than others – make sure you explain the reasons for this.


   –  Remember the rules of essay writing: ensure your answer has an introduction, several paragraphs of discussion and a reasoned conclusion which provides a judgement upon the question set.
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Section 1 Germany in transition, c.1919–1947


Chapter 1 The rise of the Nazi Party and its consolidation of power, c.1919–1934
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Key issues


You will need to demonstrate good knowledge and understanding of the key issues of this period:





•  How did developments in Germany from 1919–1929 affect the rise of the Nazis?



•  How and why did Hitler get appointed Chancellor in January 1933?



•  How did the Nazis consolidate their power, 1933–1934?
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1.1 How did developments in Germany from 1919–1929 affect the rise of the Nazis?


The political and economic problems of Weimar


The Weimar Republic


By the autumn of 1918 the German army was on the point of collapse. On 9 November the Kaiser abdicated and fled to the Netherlands. Germany became a republic and on 11 November the provisional government agreed to an armistice which brought Germany’s fighting in the First World War to an end. Not all Germans welcomed the new republic and Berlin faced armed unrest from both left-wing and right-wing extremist groups. For this reason the newly elected Constituent Assembly, which met for the first time in January 1919, did so in the town of Weimar in southern Germany. This town gave its name to the Weimar Republic.
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Key terms


Republic – a government in which supreme power is exercised by representatives elected by the people


Weimar Republic – following the abdication of the Kaiser in November 1918, Germany became a republic. It is named after the town of Weimar where the temporary government met to write a new constitution
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The Weimar Republic lasted from 1919 to 1933. During that time it was ruled by two Presidents – Friedrich Ebert (1918–25) and Paul von Hindenburg (1925–34). They often battled to keep weak and unstable governments in office. The Republic faced many weaknesses.


The weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution
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Until the appointment of Hitler most Chancellors came from moderate parties, yet they ruled over Reichstags which included extreme parties such as the Communists and Nazis, both of whom wanted to destroy the Republic.
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Revision task


Copy and complete the following table to show how each factor helped to weaken the Weimar Republic.






	 

	How this factor helped to weaken the Weimar Republic






	Proportional representation

	 






	Coalition government

	 






	Article 48
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Key terms


Proportional representation – system where the number of votes won in an election directly determines the number of seats in parliament


Reichstag – the German parliament


Coalition government – a government made up of two or more political parties
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The Treaty of Versailles, 1919


The new German government had no choice but to sign the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919 which formally punished Germany for its involvement in the First World War. The majority of Germans were horrified by the terms and viewed the treaty as a great humiliation.


The treaty contained 440 clauses. The main terms were:





•  territorial terms: Germany lost 13 per cent of its land, 6 million citizens and all her colonial possessions; Germany was forbidden to unite with Austria; Alsace-Lorraine was given to France; East Prussia was to be cut off from the rest of Germany by the Polish corridor; the Saarland was to be administered by the League of Nations



•  military terms: the German army was limited to 100,000 men; it was forbidden to possess any tanks, heavy guns, aircraft or submarines; its navy was limited to ships of less than 10,000 tons; the Rhineland was to be demilitarised



•  financial terms: under Clause 231 (War Guilt) Germany had to accept full responsibility for having caused the war and agree to pay money as reparations for the damage caused (a figure of £6600 million was fixed in 1921)



•  political terms: Germany was forbidden to join the newly created League of Nations. Germany also had to accept blame for causing the war.
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Key term


Reparations – war damages to be paid by Germany
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Exam tip


For your exam you need to remember the key terms in the treaty. To remember these, use the acronym LAMB.


LAND


ARMY


MONEY


BLAME
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The shame and humiliation of the Treaty, and the fact that the Germans were not allowed any role in negotiating the terms, gave ammunition to the opponents of Weimar, especially the extreme parties.
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Exam practice
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Source A: An extract from the German newspaper Deutsche Zeitung, June 1919


‘Today in the Hall of Mirrors the disgraceful treaty is being signed. Do not forget it. The German people will with unceasing [constant] labour press forward to reconquer the place among nations to which is it entitled. Then will come vengeance [revenge] for the shame of 1919.’
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Use Source A and your own knowledge to explain why many German people disliked the Treaty of Versailles.


[6 marks]


Answers online
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Exam tip


This type of question requires you to do two things – discuss what is said in the source and add additional points from your own knowledge of this topic. In this instance the source talks about the shame and humiliation felt by many Germans and you could add to it by writing about the military, territorial or financial terms of the Treaty.
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The early development of the Nazi Party


The origins of the Nazi Party


In 1919 Anton Drexler founded the German Workers Party (Deutsche Arbeiter Partei, DAP) in Munich, Bavaria. It was a right-wing, nationalistic party which stressed the ideal of a pure German people. While working for the army intelligence unit, Adolf Hitler attended a meeting in September 1919. He liked what he heard and was invited to join. His organisational ability was quickly recognised and in 1920 he was put in charge of the party’s propaganda machine. In February 1920 Hitler and Drexler wrote the party’s ‘Twenty-Five Point Programme’, which became its political manifesto. In July 1921 Hitler replaced Drexler as leader and he changed the name of the party to National Socialist German Workers Party (NSDAP). He adopted the title Führer (leader), developed a party symbol, the swastika, and introduced the raised arm salute.



Early growth of the Nazi Party


Party membership increased from 1100 members in June 1920 to 55,000 in November 1923. In 1921 Hitler set up the Sturmabteilung (SA) which was led by Ernst Roehm. Often referred to as the ‘Brownshirts’ because of the colour of their uniform or the ‘Stormtroopers’, this armed group of mostly ex-military men were charged with protecting Nazi speakers from attacks by rival political groups.


The political atmosphere in the early years of Weimar was one of chaos and disruption.





•  In 1919 there was an attempted Communist revolution (the Spartacist Rising) in Berlin and in 1920 there was an attempted right-wing takeover (the Kapp Putsch).



•  When Germany failed to make the second reparation payment in 1923, French and Belgium troops marched into the Ruhr to take control of the coalfields.



•  In protest, German workers were encouraged to go on strike, the government supplying their wages. The government had to print more and more money and the result was the collapse of the currency and raging inflation.



•  By November 1923 Germany was plagued by hyperinflation.





In this atmosphere of political and financial chaos, Hitler thought the time was right for the Nazi Party to seize power, first in the Bavarian state capital in Munich, followed by a march on Berlin.
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Key term


Putsch – a political uprising
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Revision task


Construct a timeline to show the key events in the history of the Nazi Party between January 1919 and November 1923.
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The Munich Putsch, 8–9 November 1923


On the evening of 8 November 1923, Hitler and 600 SA men burst into a public meeting held in the Burgerbrau beer hall in Munich which was being addressed by Gustav von Kahr, the Bavarian Chief Minister. At gunpoint, von Kahr and the army chief von Lossow agreed to help in the planned takeover. They later informed the police and authorities of Hitler’s plan.


When a Nazi force of 2000 SA men marched through Munich the following morning they were met by the police. In the clash, shots were fired in which sixteen Nazis and four policemen were killed. Hitler escaped the scene but was arrested two days later. Together with his main supporter, General Ludendorff, Hitler was put on trial and the Nazi Party was banned.


Hitler’s trial started in February 1924 and lasted one month. It gave him national publicity. He criticised the ‘November Criminals’, the Treaty of Versailles and the ‘Jewish Bolshevists’ who had betrayed Germany. While Ludendorff was let off, Hitler was found guilty of treason and sentenced to five years in Landsberg prison. He served only nine months.
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Key terms


November Criminals – those politicians who had agreed to the signing of an armistice in November 1918


Bolshevists or Bolsheviks – followers of Lenin who carried out a Communist revolution in Russia in February 1917
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The importance of the Munich Putsch


Whilst in prison Hitler had time to reflect. He realised that in order to win power the Nazi Party would have to change its strategy. Instead of an armed rising, the party would have to build on recent publicity and work towards achieving a majority in the polls and be elected into office through the ballot box. He also used the time to complete his autobiography, Mein Kampf (My Struggle), which contained his political views.
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Key term


Anti-Semitism – hatred and persecution of the Jews
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Revision task


Make a copy of the following table. Use the information in this section to complete each section, building up a picture of the importance of the Munich Putsch in the history of the Nazi Party.






	 

	The importance of the Munich Putsch, November 1923






	Aims of the Putsch

	 






	Events of 8 November

	 






	Events of 9 November

	 






	The trial and sentence of the leaders of the Putsch

	 






	Consequences of the Putsch for the Nazi Party
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Development of the Nazi Party, 1924–29


On his release from prison Hitler managed to have the ban on the Nazi Party lifted and he quickly set about reorganising and re-establishing his leadership:





•  He created his own bodyguard, the Schutzstaffel (SS).



•  He introduced the Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) to attract younger members.



•  He used every opportunity to attack the weaknesses of Weimar and the Nazi Party began to attract support from all classes.



•  In 1925 the Party had 27,000 members and by 1928 this had increased to over 100,000.
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Key terms


Schutzstaffel – the SS which originally started as Hitler’s private bodyguard but which grew into a powerful organisation with wide powers; they wore black uniforms


Hitler Jugend – the Hitler Youth organisation set up in 1925 to convert young Germans to Nazi ideas
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Despite these changes, the Nazis won only twelve seats in the Reichstag in the 1928 general election, having held 32 in 1924. The lack of success was largely due to the economic recovery brought about between 1924 and 1929 by the Chancellor and later Foreign Minister, Gustav Stresemann, whose policies dissuaded people from voting for the extreme parties.
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Revision task


Identify three ways in which the Nazi Party developed into a more powerful political force between 1924 and 1929.
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1.2 How and why did Hitler get appointed Chancellor in January 1933?


The impact of the Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression


Much of the economic recovery in Germany in the late 1920s was heavily reliant on American loans. Following the Wall Street Crash in October 1929 US banks recalled their loans. Depression hit the German economy:
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Weimar politicians appeared to be doing too little too late and in desperation people increasingly began to turn to the extremist parties for solutions. Support for the Communists and Nazis rose sharply in the general election of September 1930.
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Exam practice
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Source A: Graph showing the rise in unemployment in Germany, 1928–33
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Source B: Taken from a school textbook. ‘In October 1929 the collapse of the American Stock Exchange exposed the fragile Weimar economy. The prices of agricultural products and consumer goods slumped causing financial hardship for farmers, small businesses and the self-employed. Food shortages, homelessness and high taxation added to the misery of millions of Germans.’
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What do Sources A and B suggest about the condition of the German economy between 1928 and 1933?


[4 marks]


Answers online
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Exam tip


In this type of question you need to pick out specific detail from both sources. In this instance the graph (Source A) shows a sharp rise in unemployment, rising from under 2 million in 1928 to over 6 million in 1932, although it did begin to fall in 1933. Source B refers to the collapse of the German economy after the Wall Street Crash in October 1929. This resulted in a sharp fall in prices which in turn caused economic hardship for millions of Germans. The two sources reveal that the German economy went into recession after 1929.
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The end of parliamentary democracy: the coalition of Brüning


The harsh economic climate created severe problems for the weak coalition governments of Weimar and they soon collapsed, resulting in three general elections between 1930 and 1932. In March 1930 President Hindenburg appointed Heinrich Brüning of the Centre Party as Chancellor.


Brüning lacked a majority and had to rely on President Hindenburg and Article 48 to allow him to rule using Presidential Decrees. From this point on, the Reichstag was used less frequently and the use of Article 48 marked the end of parliamentary democracy in Germany.


As the Depression deepened, Brüning’s government became more and more unpopular. It was forced to cut unemployment benefits and Brüning became known as the ‘hunger chancellor’. In May 1932 he resigned and in the general election which followed in July the Nazis polled their highest ever vote, securing 230 seats (37 per cent) making them the largest party in the Reichstag.
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The coalitions of von Papen and von Schleicher


In March 1932 Hitler stood against Hindenburg in the Presidential elections. He polled 13.4 million votes against 19.3 million cast for Hindenburg. Hitler was becoming a well-known figure in German politics and following the Nazi Party success in the July election he should have been appointed Chancellor. Hindenburg, however, despised him and instead appointed the Nationalist leader Franz von Papen as his Chancellor.


Unable to obtain a working majority, von Papen was forced to call another election in November when the Nazi vote fell and they obtained 196 seats, 34 less than July. As the Nazi Party was still the largest party in the Reichstag, Hitler again demanded the post of Chancellor and again he was denied it. This time Hindenburg turned to General von Schleicher, the Minister of Defence, and appointed him Chancellor. His attempts to form a working majority failed and in January 1933 von Papen managed to persuade Hindenburg to appoint a Nazi-Nationalist government with Hitler as Chancellor and von Papen as vice-Chancellor. Von Papen believed he could control Hitler as only three of the eleven cabinet seats would be held by Nazis.
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Key term


Nazi-Nationalist government – coalition of NSDAP (Nazi Party) and DNVP (German National People’s Party) after January 1933
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On 30 January 1933 Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany – he had attained power by legal and democratic means.






	German chancellors and their governments, 1930–33






	Brüning

	March 1930–May 1932






	Von Papen

	May 1932–December 1932






	Von Schleicher

	December 1932–January 1933






	Hitler–Von Papen

	January 1933–March 1933
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Revision task


Construct a timeline showing political developments in Germany between March 1930 and March 1933. Mark on unemployment figures, the presidential election, chancellors and governments.
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Reasons for the Nazi electoral success


By 1932 the Nazi Party was the largest party in the Reichstag and had attracted electoral support from all sections of German society. There were many reasons for this electoral success:





•  Impact of the Depression: the onset of the Depression created the political and economic conditions that caused millions of Germans to switch their voting habits and vote for the extreme parties. The moderate parties which had formed the coalitions appeared unable to tackle the worsening economic conditions. What was needed was radical action and the Nazi Party seemed to offer this.



•  The appeal of Hitler: Hitler was a gifted public speaker who captivated his audiences. He projected the image of being the messiah, the saviour who would solve the problems facing Germany. Using his private plane he toured the country delivering speeches to mass audiences, offering something to all sections of society. He kept his message simple, blaming scapegoats for Germany’s problems, especially the Jews and communists.



•  Use of propaganda: Dr Josef Goebbels was in charge of the party propaganda machine. Through staging mass rallies, huge poster campaigns, using the radio and cinema, he ensured that the Nazi message was hammered home.



•  Financial support: the Nazi Party could not have financed its electoral campaigns without large-scale financial backing from big industrialists like Thyssen, Krupp and Bosch. These industrialists feared a communist takeover and were concerned at the growth of trade union power. Hitler promised to deal with both fears.



•  The use of the SA: the SA played a vital role in protecting Nazi speakers during election meetings and also in disrupting the meetings of their political rivals, especially the Communists. These ‘bully boy thugs’ of the party engaged in street fights with the political opposition.
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