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Introduction



Cats have a reputation for not only being resourceful but also adaptable, so how quickly will your pet settle into a new home or learn new skills? Here’s a unique guide to help you monitor your cat’s progress and also to discover more about the lifestyle of your pet. This will benefit you both. By understanding more about your cat’s behaviour, you will be able to recognize when something is possibly wrong. The book also shows you how to build a strong bond of mutual affection and trust in the most effective way, and lets you measure your progress as you go.


AIMING FOR THE STARS


We are not talking pass or failure here. It’s important to realize that all cats are individuals. Like us, they find it easier to master some tasks than others, and thus progress may be faster in certain areas than in others. So use this unique scoring system as a simple guide. Record your cat’s stars on the charts at the end of each section and see the overall score on here.
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Cats are intelligent and adaptable, living in our homes but keeping at least one paw in the wild. With a little investment in time and understanding, you’ll soon start to discover just how smart your pet really is.





[image: Image] = Getting to grips with the basics
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Cats can be destructive around the home sometimes, but with some simple training, encouragement and a ready supply of toys to play with, you should soon be having fun with a friendly, well-behaved and clever feline companion.





Cats have a reputation for being totally independent, regarding our attempts to influence them with haughty disdain. But, in reality, it is possible to train a cat. By doing so, you should be rewarded with a pet who proves to be a much more sociable companion, being less inclined to damage the home or disappear if allowed to roam outdoors. You will need to be patient, however, to achieve the best results.




Colourful characters!


People associate distinct characteristics with the colours of particular cats. Tortoiseshells – which are almost entirely female for genetic reasons – are generally seen as home-loving and maternal. Bi-coloured cats are perceived as laid-back, and tabbies are regarded as friendly.






UNLUCKY BLACK CATS


Researchers investigating how the coloration of cats may influence their behaviour have found that black cats are generally the most docile, being happy to live together in urban areas. The irony, however, is that black cats remain less popular as pets because of their perceived links with witchcraft dating back over the course of centuries. Cat rescue organizations find them much harder to rehome.
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Contrary to popular myth, cats are capable of forming very close bonds with people, soon coming to identify with individual family members.






A MATTER OF BREEDING


An ever-growing number of distinctive cat breeds now exist. Aside from differences in their appearance, pure-bred cats also vary significantly in their behaviour. The late 20th century saw great interest in developing breeds with striking patterning resembling the natural coats of certain wild cats. In some cases, cross-breeding between cats of this type and domestic cats was used. Not until the third generation, however, did ‘wild’ characteristics in the hybrid offspring become sufficiently diluted to ensure that these cats were relatively friendly and easy to live with.
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The wild instincts of cats still lurk just below the surface, explaining why they can easily revert back to a free-living lifestyle.
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Cats adapt well to many aspects of a domestic lifestyle. However, they do not develop any effective road sense.








Getting to Know Your Cat
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Wild Instincts



Cats have a reputation for being independent spirits. This is largely a reflection of their evolution, as the wild ancestors of domestic cats were opportunistic hunters that had to rely on their skills and ingenuity in order to survive. The earliest remains of domestic cats discovered so far date back some 10,000 years. They were found on the island of Cyprus.


1	History suggests that cats chose to adopt us at around the time that agriculture was becoming established. Wild cats were attracted to grain stores where they hunted rodents, and humans soon began to encourage them to kill these pests.


2	It was in ancient Egypt that feline domestication began in earnest. A portrayal of a cat with a collar dating back some 4400 years was discovered there. Cats ultimately achieved a divine status in Egyptian culture.


3	The wildcat (Felis sylvestris) is the original ancestor of domestic cats, although scientific evidence reveals that the Egyptians also kept and may have domesticated the jungle cat (Felis chaus) at an early stage.
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Domestic cats retain many characteristics in common with wildcats, such as the ability to climb, and the two may interbreed in areas where their distributions overlap.
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Cat owners have observed that coat coloration can reflect temperament. Ginger cats are considered laid-back and friendly by nature.
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Domestic cats generally retain the keen hunting instincts of their wild ancestors. Never leave them alone with other small pets that they may view as their natural prey.







Stripes


Many of today’s domestic cats still retain vestiges of striped tabby patterning, which typifies their wild relative. These markings serve to break up a cat’s outline, helping it to merge more effectively into the background when hunting.
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Cat Characteristics



During the late 1800s cats began to be bred selectively for show purposes, and this led to the development of many recognizable breeds. As well as possessing a distinctive appearance, each breed also has a fairly definable temperament, which tends to reflect its ancestry.


1	Ordinary non-pedigree cats have a reputation for being easygoing, relaxed and adaptable. Smart by nature and playful, they can adapt just as well to living with an elderly person as to being in a family with children.


2	Breeds like the British and American Shorthairs that were originally developed from so-called ‘street cats’ of this type share similar traits, although they now exist in a wider range of colours.


3	All cats tend to be very alert by nature, as befits a hunter, but kittens in particular are very curious about the world around them and are constantly alert to new sights, sounds and smells.
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The Ragdoll is justly considered one of the most gentle breeds. Its hunting instincts are significantly reduced.
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A young Sphynx – this essentially hairless breed is only suited to living indoors as they are vulnerable not only to the cold, but also to sunburn.
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Bengal cats are hybrids, resulting from crossings of domestic cats with the wild leopard cat (Prionailurus bengalensis). As such, they generally have strong hunting instincts.







Age concerns


It’s not just the breed that is significant when considering a cat’s character. All cats need to be properly socialized as kittens if they are to be friendly with, rather than nervous of, people in later life.
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Physical Attributes



When assessing the intelligence and character of a cat, you also need to take account of his physique, as this may exert an influence on his behaviour. The way that the tail and legs in particular are configured is significant, as they affect a cat’s ability to jump.


1	The Munchkin was originally highly controversial, because of its very unusual short legs. It was initially thought that this would be associated with a weak back, but happily this fear was misplaced.


2	Munchkins are just as healthy as their long-legged relatives. Rather than jumping, however, they are able to run straight under a piece of furniture when chasing a ball.


3	Munchkins and similar breeds are able to use their short legs just as effectively as a cat with legs of standard length. They do not need to be taught any specific behaviours.
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The popular Munchkin is bred in short- and long-coated forms. A host of other emerging breeds now offer cats with similarly short legs.
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The Persian generally has a very placid nature, and is well-suited to living indoors. He is far less inclined to wander than some breeds such as the Norwegian Forest Cat.
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Lithe and agile, the Siamese and its close relatives making up the Oriental group are talented climbers, able to scale trees outdoors or curtains in the home with equal ease. They are also very vocal.







Cat creation


The most dramatic alterations in the physical appearance of cats have cropped up spontaneously in ordinary domestic cats. Breeders have then sought to ‘fix’ these characteristics, creating breeds with features such as short legs, folded ears or missing tails.
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Scaredy Cat!



Never forget that cats are much more nervous by nature than dogs. Their instinct means they are always alert to danger because in the wild their small size leaves them vulnerable to larger predators. Just as cats rely on their acute senses to detect possible prey, they also rely on them as an early warning system to warn of any likely threat.


1	The acute sensitivity of a cat’s hearing means that loud noises can be very upsetting, especially if accompanied by repeated bursts of bright light.


2	Cats may hide away under these circumstances, remaining out of sight somewhere they feel secure, such as under a garden shed or in a garage.


3	Some cats are more nervous than others and, if frightened, they may even go into hiding for several days before eventually returning home.
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Always get your cat indoors when there are likely to be firework displays, or when thunder and lightning have been forecast.
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Kittens scare particularly easily because of their lack of experience of the world.







Know the signs


A scared cat draws his ears back, hisses and raises his fur as shown in the picture below, so as to appear more intimidating. But take care when you see these signs, as he may scratch or bite you while in this agitated mood.
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Small Spaces



Most cats like to hide away in small spaces around the home from time to time, often in darkened surroundings. Do not be surprised if your cat curls up in unlikely places in the house, even in a drawer or on the top shelf of a warm airing cupboard.


1	Cats were often a welcome part of a ship’s company on long sea voyages in past centuries. They were a convenient means of controlling the rat and mouse population onboard.


2	The ancestors of today’s Maine Coon breed gained a reputation for sleeping in the most unlikely spaces in these nautical surroundings despite their relatively large size.


3	Cats are able to curl into a tight ball when they sleep, particularly if the temperature is cold, but will then stretch out if they become hot.
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Cats like this Maine Coon are always on the look-out for possible new sleeping places around the home.
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Cats may sometimes doze off in the sun lying on a branch or a wooden beam as here, but remarkably they rarely fall off.
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Sometimes a cat’s quest for unusual sleeping places leads him into difficulties and he becomes trapped. Keep this in mind if your pet suddenly disappears from the home.







Why do it?


Domestic cats instinctively prefer enclosed spaces for sleeping purposes, having inherited this trait from their wild relatives. They may even seek out a den under the roots of a tree where they feel relatively safe.







True or False?


Teacup kittens are so-called because they will seek out teacups in which to sleep.


(Answer on score chart, here)
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Motivate Your Cat



A key difference between cats and dogs is that cats are less inclined to do things to please their owners. Yet with the right encouragement, there is no reason why you cannot persuade a young kitten to adapt well to your routine and enjoy your company.
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