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Heart of Rome Walk


From Campo de’ Fiori to the Spanish Steps


THE WALK BEGINS


Map: Heart of Rome


Campo de’ Fiori


Piazza Navona


The Pantheon


From the Pantheon to Piazza Colonna


The Trevi Fountain


The Spanish Steps


Rome’s most colorful neighborhood features narrow lanes, intimate piazzas, fanciful fountains, and some of Europe’s best people-watching. During the day, this walk shows off the colorful Campo de’ Fiori market and trendy fashion boutiques as it meanders past major monuments such as the Pantheon and the Spanish Steps.


But, when the sun sets, unexpected magic happens. Sit so close to a bubbling fountain that traffic noise evaporates. Jostle with kids to see the gelato flavors. Watch lovers straddling more than the bench. And marvel at the ramshackle elegance that softens this brutal city. These are the flavors of Rome, best tasted after dark.
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THE WALK BEGINS  M



[image: Image] Start this mile-long walk at the Campo de’ Fiori. The transportation hub Largo Argentina (buses #40, #64, #492, and taxis) is five blocks west. This walk is equally pleasant in reverse order: start at Metro: Spanish Steps and finish at Campo de’ Fiori, my favorite outdoor dining room after dark.



Campo de’ Fiori M



One of Rome’s most colorful spots, this bohemian piazza hosts a fruit and vegetable market in the morning, cafés in the evening, and pub-crawlers at night. In ancient times, the “Field of Flowers” was an open meadow. Later, Christian pilgrims passed through on their way to the Vatican, and a thriving market developed.
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