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Michigan, a state known mainly for motors and Motown, possesses much diversity; its offerings are varied and often unexpected. Boasting more than 11,000 inland lakes, this multifaceted place also contains countless art galleries, award-winning wineries, and championship golf courses, and the length of its lighthouse-studded coastline is second only to Alaska.

Out-of-towners who consider it a typical Midwestern state, with frigid winters and flat cornfields, will be surprised. Though winters are indeed cold, the topography is amazingly manifold: a dramatically changing landscape of windswept beaches, rushing rivers, pine forests, remote islands, rugged mountains, impressive waterfalls, enormous sand dunes, and surrounding lakes so massive they resemble never-ending seas.
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Unlike the urban metropolis of Detroit, most of Michigan has a small-town vibe, especially in the north. On a typical summer day, you could spend the morning on the shores of Lake Michigan, watching sailboats drift on the vibrant blue waters; then explore quaint coastal communities like Petoskey or Charlevoix; and finish the afternoon by picking wild blueberries amid the shady pines of northeastern Michigan.

While most tourists visit in spring and summer, winters have grown popular, too. Despite bitter cold and heavy snowfalls, adventurers enjoy skating across frozen lakes, riding snowmobiles through glistening forests, or braving the isolated hinterlands of the Upper Peninsula. Of course, little compares to traveling along serpentine country roads in autumn, flanked by apple orchards and crimson maple trees.
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Divided into two extremely distinct peninsulas – the mitten-shaped Lower Peninsula and the breathtaking Upper Peninsula — Michigan is the only U.S. state that is surrounded by four of the five Great Lakes. How apt that its name is derived from the Native American word michigama, meaning “large lake” — and that it’s long been known as the Great Lakes State.

The Lower Peninsula boasts a wealth of rural areas, nostalgic villages, college campuses, resort towns, and the urban centers of Detroit and Flint. Places like Traverse City are also favored by tourists, and yet the Upper Peninsula — a vast tract of forests, beaches, and mountains — has remained elusive to many. In fact, the Upper Peninsula is often overlooked by Michiganders as much as the rest of the nation.

The key to appreciating Michigan is to embrace its diversity. Given so much to see and experience, your love affair with this remarkable state will forever evolve.
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Planning Your Trip


  Where to Go

  Detroit and Southeast Michigan



When considering Detroit, many think of both its musical and automotive heritage as well as its reputation for crime and corruption. Visitors are often surprised by the cultural attractions that abound in southeastern Michigan, from ethnic enclaves like Hamtramck to impressive museums like The Henry Ford. Detroit is also ideal for those seeking an active nightlife; the city boasts three major casino resorts, in addition to one in nearby Windsor, Canada.
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The Thumb

This region sees fewer crowds than the towns along Lake Michigan. Travelers who appreciate a slower pace and more old-fashioned vibe will enjoy fishing in Lake Huron, touring ancient petroglyphs, strolling through small coastal villages, exploring Frankenmuth (a Bavarian-style village known for its year-round Christmas store), observing birds in the Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge, and visiting historic sites within the region.

Ann Arbor and the Heartland

This is the only part of Michigan not bordered by at least one of the Great Lakes. Still, this vast region contains college sports teams, scenic lakes, unique cultural attractions like Kalamazoo’s Air Zoo, and some of the state’s largest cities. The Heartland could keep you busy for weeks, especially once you’ve discovered the enormous casino in Mount Pleasant.

The Southwest Coast

Michigan’s most compact region, this shoreline is certainly the easiest to visit. Traveling from Harbor Country to the White Lake area requires less than a three-hour drive—but oh, what a drive! Along the way, you’ll spy sand dunes, lighthouses, resort towns, art galleries, coastal state parks, and the state’s only major amusement park. This region also constitutes one of two key wine-producing areas in the state.

Traverse City and Northwest Michigan

Every summer, tourists flock to Traverse City, the self-proclaimed “Cherry Capital of the World.” The surrounding area is popular among visitors due to the wondrous Sleeping Bear Dunes, the wild rivers of Manistee National Forest, the wineries of the Leelanau Peninsula, and the lovely bays, lakes, and beaches. Northwest Michigan is also known for its superb golf courses and ski resorts.
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  Sleeping Bear Dunes



Mackinac Island and Northeast Michigan

With its pine forests, canoeing rivers, inland lakes, and championship golf courses, Northeast Michigan is an outdoor enthusiast’s paradise. The area’s biggest attraction, the auto-free Mackinac Island, is definitely a step back in time, luring visitors with its quaint shops, carriage rides, and historic hotels.

Eastern Upper Peninsula

Most travelers reach the U.P. by crossing the Mackinac Bridge into St. Ignace. From here, you can explore many cultural attractions, including lighthouses, a shipwreck museum, and the Soo Locks near Sault Ste. Marie. You’ll find terrific fishing spots like the Manistique Lakes, excellent canoeing rivers like the Two Hearted, incredible views at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, and acres of forest land.

Western Upper Peninsula

For seekers of solitude, this region promises all that and more. Although the Keweenaw Peninsula boasts a wealth of historic mining sites, and the Ironwood area has a number of popular ski resorts, much of this region consists of vast wilderness areas, including some of the highest mountains in the Midwest. Here, backpackers can lose themselves within expansive forests, kayakers can explore the frigid waters of Lake Superior, and the truly daring can venture to isolated Isle Royale.
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Keweenaw Peninsula



When to Go

Summer is the most popular time to visit Michigan—people flock here for the beaches, inland lakes, and major events like the National Cherry Festival. July is typically the warmest month. In northern Michigan, it’s also the buggiest. Time a camping trip in mid-June or after mid-August, when the mosquitoes and black flies are less bothersome.

Autumn may be the best time to visit. Days are cool, night skies are clear, bugs are gone, and fall colors are outstanding. For peak color, the second week of September in the U.P. and the second week of October for the Lower Peninsula are usually the best times.

Winter usually descends in December in the U.P., in January in the L.P., and can stick around through March. For snow sports, February is your safest bet to ensure good cover.

Spring emerges in southern Michigan in early May, working its way northward. With moderate temperatures and blossoming trees, this season is ideal for foliage lovers.

Before You Go

Reservations may be necessary, especially for popular B&Bs during the summer. Michigan is a seasonal place—some attractions and accommodations are only open late spring-early fall. If you come during the off-season, make sure to call ahead.

Your best bet for navigating this sprawling state is to bring your own vehicle or rent a car. All major airports have rental car services.

Foreign travelers will need passports, adapter plugs, and current converters; anyone planning to travel to and from Canada should have proper identification as well. All visitors should be prepared for a variety of weather conditions—even in summer, jackets and umbrellas may be necessary. Attire is casual, though nicer restaurants and churches appreciate business casual. If your plans include golfing and bird-watching, you might want to bring your favorite clubs and binoculars. Fishing gear, canoes, bikes, and other such equipment are easy enough to rent once you get here.


  
The Best of Michigan


  Whether you’re a longtime resident or a first-time visitor to the Great Lakes State, Michigan’s top cultural and natural attractions are worth a trip.



Detroit to Kalamazoo

If you’ve started your adventure in the Motor City, head about eight miles southwest to Dearborn, where you’ll encounter The Henry Ford, a fascinating complex of interactive historic exhibits. From Dearborn, head west along the I-94 corridor, through cities like Ann Arbor and Battle Creek. Two notable sights are the Marshall Historic District, an area about 100 miles west of Dearborn that encompasses hundreds of 19th-century homes and businesses, and Kalamazoo’s Air Zoo, an enormous complex devoted to the history of aviation that’s situated 36 miles west of Marshall.

Saugatuck to Traverse City

From the Kalamazoo area, head north on US-131 for about 18 miles and continue on M-89 for roughly 33 miles, toward the Art Coast, a cluster of art galleries in and around the towns of Saugatuck and Douglas. After spending some time amid the area’s shops, restaurants, and inns, drive north on US-31 to the incredible Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, a marvelous 35-mile stretch of beaches, dunes, and lakes that lies alongside Lake Michigan and about 174 miles north of Saugatuck. From the lakeshore headquarters in Empire, head east on M-72 for 24 miles to Traverse City, an ideal base from which to explore gorgeous Grand Traverse Bay, popular with boaters and surrounded by several scenic resort towns, golf resorts, and award-winning wineries.

Mackinac Bridge to Munising

Expect a 100-mile drive on US-31 from Traverse City, through the towns of Charlevoix and Petoskey, to the amazing five-mile-long Mackinac Bridge, one of the world’s longest suspension bridges. After crossing the bridge and passing through St. Ignace, head north for about 50 miles on I-75 to Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan’s oldest city. Here, you’ll glimpse another engineering marvel, the Soo Locks, through which massive freighters pass between Lakes Huron and Superior. For an up-close view, take a Soo Locks Boat Tour.
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  the Mackinac Bridge



Head west for about 76 miles through the Hiawatha National Forest to Tahquamenon Falls, one of the largest waterfall systems east of the Mississippi. Afterward, drive about 25 miles north to Whitefish Point, where you’ll find the Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum, the only museum dedicated to the perils of maritime transportation on the Great Lakes. Roughly 115 miles farther west lies Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, a fabulous stretch of sand dunes, desolate beaches, sandstone cliffs, and shady forests beside Lake Superior.

The Keweenaw Peninsula

If you’re willing to venture farther into the wilds of the U.P., head west from Munising on M-28/US-41 for about 145 miles to the heart of the Keweenaw Peninsula. Here, history buffs will enjoy the Keweenaw National Historical Park. From nearby Houghton, adventurous hikers, backpackers, kayakers, and wildlife enthusiasts can take a ferry ride to Isle Royale National Park, a wild, isolated archipelago in the northern reaches of Lake Superior.
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  wintertime in the Keweenaw National Historical Park



Straits of Mackinac to the Thumb

Once you’re done exploring the Upper Peninsula, head south to Mackinaw City, which lies about 266 miles from Houghton, and board a ferry for Mackinac Island, a charming vacation spot that has long banned automobiles in favor of bikes and horse-drawn carriages. Rife with Victorian mansions, this nostalgic island offers a true step back in time. Back on the mainland, drive south for about 58 miles through the Gaylord golf mecca, a large concentration of top-notch golf courses, and continue south for roughly 27 miles to Hartwick Pines State Park, home to the largest stand of virgin white pines in the Lower Peninsula. End your tour of Michigan on a festive note by heading south on I-75 for about 125 miles, toward the Bavarian-style town of Frankenmuth, site of German shops and festivals, all-you-can-eat chicken dinners, and a year-round Christmas store.

An Art Coast Getaway

The adjacent towns of Saugatuck and Douglas lie at the heart of Michigan’s “Art Coast,” a stretch of art galleries and artist studios in the southwestern part of the state, along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. If you appreciate visual arts of all kinds, then you may relish a three-day tour of the region, which is easy to reach via train, plane, boat, bus, or car.

Day 1

Before your trip, reserve a room at one of the area’s charming bed-and-breakfasts, such as the Victorian-style Twin Oaks Inn, the antiques-filled Maplewood Hotel, or the nostalgic Wickwood Country Inn, all of which lie within easy walking distance of Saugatuck’s thriving downtown area. After checking into your hotel, stroll amid the shops and art galleries that line streets like Water, Butler, Griffith, and Mason. Notable places here include the Singapore Bank Bookstore, Mother Moon, and Good Goods. While shopping, be sure to stop by the Saugatuck Drug Store, where you can savor homemade shakes and sodas at the old-fashioned soda fountain. Another tasty stop is American Spoon, which sells a wide assortment of delicious preserves and other regionally produced condiments. If you’re not too full after sampling their wares, head to Chequers of Saugatuck for dinner. Here, at this pub-like restaurant, you’ll encounter British staples like shepherd’s pie, fish and chips, bangers and mash, and Guinness stew.


Top 10 Beaches

THE SOUTHWEST COAST

• Warren Dunes State Park: Situated north of Sawyer, this park offers three miles of sandy beaches, with incredibly high dunes. Beachcombers and swimmers crowd the southern end every summer. Farther inland, hikers and bird-watchers will find a bit more solitude.

• Oval Beach: Families flock to this popular Saugatuck-area beach, where swimmers can enjoy relatively warm waters in summer and adventurers can explore the nearby dunes.

• Holland State Park: One of Michigan’s loveliest and most accessible beaches lures hundreds of swimmers and sunbathers on summer weekends. The park offers campgrounds, volleyball courts, amazing sunsets, a nearby boating lake, and terrific lighthouse views.

• Grand Haven State Park: Easy to reach from downtown Grand Haven, this sandy swimming beach is usually crowded with sun-seekers and metal-detecting enthusiasts in summer. Others come for the fishing pier, campground, picnic area, and photo-worthy lighthouses.

• Muskegon State Park: Part of a diverse 1,233-acre park, this two-mile stretch of sand attracts tons of swimmers, beachcombers, surfers, and picnickers every year. Head inland for hiking, fishing, and other recreational opportunities.

NORTHWEST MICHIGAN AND THE UPPER PENINSULA

• Silver Lake State Park: Perhaps the highlight of Oceana County, this stretch of sand is favored among off-road enthusiasts—it’s the only place in the state where off-road dune driving is allowed.

• Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lake-shore: It’s a must that you visit this natural wonder during your trip to Michigan. Here, you’ll find a curvy stretch of Lake Michigan shoreline, with some of the tallest dunes in the state, and ideal places to canoe, fish, hike, and, in winter, ski.

• Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore: Although the U.P.’s Lake Superior coast isn’t ideal for swimmers—given the lake’s frigid temperatures year-round—the beaches here are perfect for beachcombers, bird-watchers, hikers, and sea kayakers with wetsuits. For relative solitude, venture toward Grand Sable Dunes.

NORTHEAST MICHIGAN AND THE THUMB

• Tawas Point State Park: East of Tawas City, this park is noted for its pure-white sandy beach, its warm waters, its well-preserved lighthouse, and its incredible view of the sunrise over Lake Huron.

• Port Crescent State Park: Near the tip of the Thumb, this locale offers three miles of sandy beaches and dunes. Less popular than spots along Lake Michigan, it ensures you a better chance of finding peace and quiet amid the great outdoors.
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Day 2


If you’ve chosen to stay at one of Saugatuck’s B&Bs, then you can begin the day with a scrumptious, on-site breakfast before continuing your tour of the downtown area. Art lovers can stop by all the galleries that they might have missed, including the Saugatuck Center for the Arts, which, in addition to presenting various visual art exhibits, also hosts an array of plays, concerts, film screenings, and lecture series. If you haven’t yet tired of art, hop on the Blue Star Highway and head south to Douglas, home to such well-respected respositories as the Button-Petter Gallery, the convergence of two longstanding fine art galleries.

From May to October, you might prefer a ride on the Star of Saugatuck II, a two-level sternwheeler that offers narrated trips along the Kalamazoo River. If it’s a sunny day, be sure to board the gingerbread-style Chain Ferry, which shuttles visitors across the river to the family-friendly Oval Beach, a sandy, ever-popular stretch of beach beside Lake Michigan. For a less-crowded alternative, pick up a salad or an overstuffed sandwich, a few pastries, and some other portable snacks at Pumpernickel’s Eatery, and then head north to Saugatuck Dunes State Park, a 1,000-acre preserve that offers a 2.5-mile stretch of undeveloped beach alongside Lake Michigan, 200-foot-high coastal dunes, 13 miles of well-marked hiking trails, and, normally, plenty of solitude.

Upon your return to Saugatuck, freshen up at your hotel, and then head to the Restaurant Toulouse for dinner. This Provençal-inspired bistro offers tableside fireplaces, live jazz on Saturday nights, and French country cuisine.

Day 3

Wake up with a stroll to Ida Red’s Cottage, a popular eatery that serves breakfast all day long. After checking out of your hotel, consider extending your area tour for a few more hours. Outdoor enthusiasts, for instance, might enjoy an 18-hole round of golf at the Ravines Golf Club, which features an Arnold Palmer-designed course, or a pleasant horseback ride at the Wild West Ranch near the town of Allegan.

If you’re not tired of sampling local foods, drive instead to Crane Orchards in nearby Fennville. Here, depending on the season, you can pluck cherries, peaches, and apples in the delightful U-pick orchard. During September and October, you can also stroll through the impressive, 20-acre corn maze, which changes every year. Be sure, too, to sample one of the homemade sandwiches, soups, or fruit pies on offer at the adjacent Crane’s Pie Pantry Restaurant & Bakery. Then, before heading home, consider driving south on the Blue Star Highway, where, between Saugatuck and South Haven, you’ll encounter the Blue Coast Artists, a collective of 12 artists who provide a behind-the-scenes look into their studios and galleries every spring, summer, and fall.


Music and Motor Cars

Detroit’s nicknames—Motown and the Motor City—underscore its rich musical and automotive heritage. Visitors will find an array of sites, activities, and annual festivals that celebrate the city’s contributions to American music and industry.

MUSEUMS AND HISTORIC HOMES

In the Detroit area, tour the region’s vintage car collections, musical heritage exhibits, and former auto baron homes. Begin in downtown Detroit, where the GM Renaissance Center presents the GM Showroom, a 40,000-square-foot, year-round display of vintage vehicles, concept cars, and new models.

Afterward, head to the Cultural Center and view an authentic auto assembly line at the Detroit Historical Museum. At the nearby Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, music lovers can learn about performers such as John Lee Hooker and Aretha Franklin. Just a bit north, the Motown Museum is a small repository of costumes, records, photographs, and other memorabilia that celebrate the likes of Marvin Gaye, Diana Ross, Stevie Wonder, and The Temptations.

Head southwest to Dearborn, where you’ll find The Henry Ford, a museum complex that explores American history, industry, and innovation. Tour Ford’s childhood home, a collection of presidential limousines and other vintage cars, and a Ford truck assembly line. History buffs may also enjoy visiting Fair Lane, Henry Ford’s former Dearborn estate, and the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, a Cotswold-style mansion in Grosse Pointe Shores.

DETROIT’S MUSICAL NIGHTLIFE

Detroit has been a favored city among musicians as varied as Smokey Robinson, Bob Seger, and Eminem. In the Theater District, the Music Hall Center for the Performing Arts has, for more than 85 years, hosted legendary musical acts. Detroit’s lively nightclubs, inlcuding Baker’s Keyboard Lounge and Flood’s Bar & Grille, offer live jazz music and delicious soul food.

YEARLY CELEBRATIONS

In January, auto lovers can attend the North American International Auto Show, which promises a first look at the latest innovative vehicle designs. Two other car-related celebrations include the Chevrolet Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix, a challenging race that usually takes place in the spring, and the Woodward Dream Cruise, a mid-August event that highlights vintage cars. On Labor Day weekend, meanwhile, the Detroit Jazz Festival presents open-air jazz concerts alongside the Detroit River.
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A Romantic Weekend on Mackinac Island


Situated between Michigan’s Upper and Lower Peninsulas, Mackinac Island is an ideal spot for a romantic getaway, especially during the summer. Whether you reach this nostalgic place via ferry or plane, you and your sweetheart will surely have a memorable weekend.

Friday

Prior to your getaway, reserve a room at one of the island’s more unique hotels, such as the Chippewa Hotel Waterfront, the Hotel Iroquois, or the Mission Point Resort, all of which feature luxurious suites and spectacular views. If cost is no issue, you might prefer the exquisite Grand Hotel, where the 1980 romance Somewhere in Time was filmed.

After checking into your hotel, take a narrated horse-drawn carriage tour of the island, which will introduce you to some of its best landmarks and attractions. For a romantic dinner, consider the Yankee Rebel Tavern, which offers fireplace seating, an ample wine and beer selection, and a variety of winning selections, from slow-roasted ribs to pistachio-crusted whitefish.

Saturday

Start the day with breakfast at or near your hotel, then head to the Mackinac Island Bike Shop. Here, you’ll find a wide selection of rental bikes, ideal for exploring this 2,200-acre paradise. Pick up a free island map and explore as much as your desire and stamina will allow. Begin with the bustling downtown area, along Main and Market Streets, where you can browse shops, sample fudge, and visit historic homes, such as the Biddle House and the Benjamin Blacksmith Shop, both of which are included with admission to Fort Mackinac.
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a bicycle built for two on Mackinac Island



For lunch, head up to the Fort Mackinac Tea Room, where you can enjoy delicious soups, salads, and sandwiches from a picturesque terrace. Afterward, stroll amid the former barracks and other buildings that comprise the whitewashed fort, which overlooks the marina. Observe the musket firings and cannon salutes reenacted by costumed guides, then ride to the Grand Hotel and take a leisurely stroll through the landscaped grounds.

If you still have energy, venture across Mackinac Island State Park, which encompasses much of the island. Along the way, you’ll see vibrant forests, limestone bluffs, lake vistas, and curious rock formations, such as Skull Cave and Arch Rock. When you’re ready, head toward the marina, return your bikes, and opt for a casual dinner at the Seabiscuit Café, which stays open late and serves several delectable entrées, from steak burgers to curry chicken to French Creole jambalaya.

Sunday

Head to the Chippewa Hotel Waterfront—if you’re not already staying here—and have breakfast at the Pink Pony Dining Room, which offers omelets, pancakes, and fresh berry parfaits amid stunning marina views. Then, take one last stroll through the downtown area, and if there’s time, visit the Original Mackinac Island Butterfly House & Insect World, where you’ll spy hundreds of vibrant butterflies amid a tropical garden. Afterward, check out of your hotel and return to the mainland via ferry or plane.


  Top 5 Hikes

  The Great Lakes State is, perhaps not surprisingly, a haven for outdoor enthusiasts of all skill levels. The Upper and Lower Peninsulas offer hundreds of miles of hiking trails, from easy paths to advanced backpacking routes.

  THE UPPER PENINSULA

  • Escarpment Trail: This 4.3-mile well-maintained trail in Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park winds east along a sheer escarpment, crossing Cloud Peak and Cuyahoga Peak and offering a stunning view of the Lake of the Clouds. During the winter, this trail is also popular among cross-country skiers.

  • Tahquamenon River Trail: Day hikers favor this four-mile, family friendly path in the 50,000-acre Tahquamenon Falls State Park. Passing through an old-growth forest, this scenic trail leads from the Lower Falls to the Upper Falls. Along the way, you can access several overlooks of the stunning waterfalls.

  THE LOWER PENINSULA

  • Dunes Trail: Encompassing more than 71,000 acres, Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore provides lots of options for hikers. Of the more than 100 miles of designated trails on offer, the most popular choice is this strenuous 3.5-mile hike, which stretches across steep, rugged dunes. Along the way, enjoy a spectacular view of Glen Lake.

  • Kal-Haven Trail: For a longer trek, consider this 34-mile route, which extends from Kalamazoo to South Haven. Tracing an abandoned railroad, this trail crosses various bridges and passes through several small towns. It’s also popular among bikers, bird-watchers, cross-country skiers, and snowmobilers.

  • Highbanks Trail: This 7-mile, ungroomed trail about 14 miles west of Oscoda follows the Au Sable River Valley, offering picturesque views of this popular canoeing river from the bluffs on the south shore, not to mention terrific opportunities for wildlife lovers. You’ll encounter photogenic sites like the Lumberman’s Monument and the Canoer’s Memorial. Cross-country skiers also favor this trail, which is free to use year-round.




Historic Lighthouses


During the 19th and early 20th centuries, the Great Lakes served as the principal transportation routes for the industries in this region. More than 100 lighthouses were erected along Michigan’s coastline. Most remain intact and many are still operational. Some have become inns, museums, or private homes. Others are closed to the public, but nearly all can be viewed—and photographed.

Detroit to the Thumb

Detroit contains several curious structures, such as the 80-foot-tall marble Livingstone Memorial Lighthouse on Belle Isle. From here, head north on I-94 to Port Huron, where you can tour the Huron Lightship, which retired in 1970 as the last lightship in service on the Great Lakes and is now a National Historic Landmark. Visitors are welcome to explore this vessel, which is docked on the St. Clair River, as well as the nearby Fort Gratiot Lighthouse, an 86-foot-tall brick structure established in 1829 and still active today.

Next, drive north on M-25, skirting the Thumb’s coast. Near Port Hope, the operational 89-foot-tall Pointe aux Barques Lighthouse, lit in 1857, is now a museum featuring lighthouse equipment and shipwreck artifacts. After touring the Thumb’s lighthouses, stay the night in the Port Austin area, where you’ll find several affordable motels and campgrounds, plus The Bank 1884 Food & Spirits, which offers fine dining in a casual setting.
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  Pointe aux Barques Lighthouse



Northeast Michigan

On the second day of your lighthouse trip, venture west on M-25 to Bay City, hop onto I-75, and continue along US-23, which traces the Lake Huron shore. There are several historic lighthouses in this region, some of which are inactive and can only be viewed by boat. In Tawas Point State Park, about three hours from Port Austin, you’ll spy the operational Tawas Point Lighthouse, one of the state’s most well-kept lights. Farther along US-23, you’ll find the Sturgeon Point Lighthouse, built in 1869 and still active today—as both a lighthouse and a maritime museum. Continue along the Lake Huron shore, where you’ll spy the 1840 Old Presque Isle Lighthouse, now a museum; the 1870 New Presque Isle Lighthouse, also open to the public; and the 1897 40 Mile Point Lighthouse, a 52-foot-tall lighthouse with attached keeper’s quarters. En route to the Mackinac Bridge, you’ll encounter the castle-like Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse, erected in 1892 and now a fascinating museum. After touring the Lake Huron shore, stay the night in Mackinaw City, which boasts several hotels and restaurants.
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  Tawas Point Lighthouse



The Upper Peninsula

Drive across the Mackinac Bridge and head toward the shore of Whitefish Bay. Stop in Brimley, where the 1870 Point Iroquois Light Station, now a maritime museum, invites visitors to tour a restored light keeper’s home and climb the tower for views of the river and bay. Next, visit the 1849 Whitefish Point Light Station, the oldest operating lighthouse on Lake Superior and now part of a complex that includes the Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum. Afterward, join a guided tour of the 1874 Au Sable Light Station on the eastern end of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. Then, head farther west along the Lake Superior shore and spend the afternoon in the historic port of Marquette, where the Marquette Maritime Museum offers informative tours of the 1866 Marquette Harbor Lighthouse. After dinner, consider staying at the lovely 1896 Big Bay Point Lighthouse Bed and Breakfast, one of the nation’s few lighthouse inns; reserve a room well in advance.

Take a leisurely four-hour drive via CR-550 and US-41 to the tip of the Keweenaw Peninsula. Here, you can join a narrated round-trip cruise through Copper Harbor’s formerly bustling port, to the 1866 Copper Harbor Lighthouse, where a host will guide visitors through the historic complex, which includes shipwreck artifacts, a small maritime museum, and incredible lake views. From Copper Harbor, head west to Eagle Harbor, where the fog signal building beside the 1871 Eagle Harbor Light now serves as a maritime history museum. Stop for dinner and head south to Ahmeek, where you can stay overnight in the romantic Sand Hills Lighthouse Inn, constructed in 1917 and now serving as a Victorian-style bed-and-breakfast. Reservations might be necessary here, too.

Northwest Michigan and the Southwest Coast

Die-hard history buffs might want to linger in the U.P. and take a morning boat ride to remote Isle Royale for a look at the 1855 Rock Harbor Lighthouse, but as an alternative, you can simply drive back toward the Lower Peninsula, cross the Mackinac Bridge, and, from Mackinaw City, head south on I-75 and US-31, toward Charlevoix. From here, you can take a ferry to Beaver Island, home to the 1858 Beaver Head Lighthouse and the 1870 St. James Harbor Light. Back on the mainland, head toward Traverse City, where you’ll find the 1870 Old Mission Point Lighthouse and the 1858 Grand Traverse Lighthouse, a well-preserved structure in Leelanau State Park. Here, visitors can climb the lighthouse tower, stroll through the museum, and enjoy sandwiches and pastries in the gift shop. Stay overnight in Traverse City.

Spend the last day of your lighthouse tour exploring the Lake Michigan coastline, an area rife with museums, hotels, campgrounds, restaurants, and, of course, lighthouses. Take M-22 south to the operational 1858 Point Betsie Lighthouse, a lovely brick structure with attached keeper’s quarters. Via US-31, visit the 112-foot-tall 1867 Big Sable Point Lighthouse in Ludington State Park and the 1874 Little Sable Point Light in Silver Lake State Park. Continuing south on US-31, you’ll spy the 1875 White River Light Station, now a maritime museum; climb the spiral staircase for an incredible view of Lake Michigan. Farther south, you’ll encounter several crimson-hued, operational structures, including the Grand Haven South Pier Lighthouses, a range-light system linked by a catwalk, and the 1907 Holland Harbor Light, nicknamed “Big Red.”


  Top 10 Golf Resorts

  Michigan is known as “America’s summer golf mecca,” the Gaylord area alone boasts nearly 20 courses, and the U.P. offers a number of seasonal choices, too. While the state has several private clubs—such as Oakland Hills Country Club, which hosted the 2008 PGA Championship—there’s also a wide array of public courses and resorts. Here are 10 of the best options in the northern half of the Lower Peninsula, indeed the state’s most popular region for golfers.

  • Tullymore Golf Resort: On the road from Grand Rapids to Cadillac, you’ll find this popular locale, celebrated for its pair of spectacular 18-hole courses: Tullymore and St. Ives.

  • Arcadia Bluffs Golf Club: Located along a gorgeous stretch of Lake Michigan shoreline, this world-class resort offers an 18-hole golf course that’s long been considered the best public course in the state, by golfers and golfing magazines alike.

  • Grand Traverse Resort and Spa: With comfortable accommodations, excellent dining, a top-notch spa, an indoor water park, a 24-hour dog care facility, and three on-site golf courses (The Bear, The Wolverine, and Spruce Run), this 900-acre resort in Acme has easily become one of Michigan’s finest golfing destinations.

  • A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort: Overlooking lovely Torch Lake, not far north of Traverse City, this longstanding resort presents three 18-hole courses: Torch, Antrim Dells, and Sundance.

  • Shanty Creek Resorts: Divided into three villages—Cedar River, Schuss, and Summit—this enormous Bellaire resort features several dining, lodging, and spa options, numerous downhill skiing runs, and four championship golf courses: Cedar River, Schuss Mountain, Summit G.C., and Arnold Palmer’s The Legend.

  • Boyne Highlands Resort: Just north of Petoskey, this year-round resort offers superb lodging, four spectacular golf courses (The Heather, Arthur Hills, Donald Ross Memorial, and The Moor), a lighted par-3 course, and access to a wealth of seasonal activities, from fishing to dogsledding.

  • Hidden River Golf & Casting Club: Between Petoskey and Mackinaw City, you’ll find this handsome resort, which appeals to golfers as well as fly-fishing enthusiasts.

  • Black Lake Golf Club: Operated by the UAW, this magnificent golf course is part of the union’s 1,000-acre family center, which sits astride picturesque Black Lake near the town of Onaway.

  • Treetops Resort: This year-round resort near Gaylord keeps visitors busy with downhill skiing in winter, horseback riding in summer, a full-service spa, and, of course, five stunning golf courses: Masterpiece, Premier, Signature, Tradition, and Threetops.

  • Garland Lodge & Resort: Considered one of the state’s most beautiful resorts, this rustic destination presents four magnificent golf courses (Fountains, Reflections, Swampfire, and Monarch) amid the woods of northeastern Michigan.



A Taste of Wine Country

In recent years, Michigan is gaining a reputation for crafting award-winning wines. Although wineries are dispersed throughout the state, Michigan has two main winemaking areas in the Lower Peninsula—along the Southwest Coast and around Grand Traverse Bay. Both regions, which together contain nearly 50 wineries, benefit from a lake-effect climate that protects the vines with snow cover in winter and extends the growing season for up to a month.

Wine connoisseurs should take at least a week, preferably during summer or fall, to sample the state’s finest wineries.

Lake Michigan Shore Wine Country

There are 15 wineries and several tasting rooms along this stretch of the Southwest Coast, from New Buffalo to Grand Haven. Take a couple of days to experience the best of them.

Begin with the southern half of the wine trail, just east of Harbor Country. To reach these inland vineyards, take Red Arrow Highway to Lemon Creek Road. At the 150-acre Lemon Creek Winery & Fruit Farm, visitors can sample wines in the tasting room, take an informal tour of the vineyard, and pick whatever fruit is in season.

Afterward, drive south on Burgoyne Road, turn right onto Mount Tabor Road, and stop at the Tabor Hill Winery & Restaurant, known for its mid-priced, award-winning wines. Following a tour or tasting, have lunch in the first-rate restaurant.

Your last stop of the day should be the Round Barn Winery, which lies northwest of Tabor Hill. This family-owned winery, distillery, and brewery invites visitors to tour the vineyard, sample wines in the unique farmhouse, and take a winemaking class. Afterward, drive north to St. Joseph, where you can stay the night in The Boulevard Inn & Bistro, a terrific spot to enjoy dinner (or breakfast) on an outdoor terrace overlooking Lake Michigan.

The following day, head east on I-94 to M-40, where you’ll find two longstanding wineries in Paw Paw. The first, the family-owned St. Julian Winery, is actually the oldest and largest winery in the state; it provides year-round tours and tastings. Just up the road lies Warner Vineyards, the state’s second-oldest winery, offering self-guided tours and a wonderful deck on which to sip champagne. Before heading north to the Leelanau Peninsula, veer toward the coast, where towns like Saugatuck offer diversions of their own. In South Haven, stay at The Last Resort B&B Inn and have a casual meal at fun-loving Clementine’s.

Leelanau Peninsula

Following breakfast, head north on US-31 to Traverse City, just over a three-hour trip. From here, wineries and tasting rooms stretch north along either shore of the West Arm of Grand Traverse Bay. After dining in one of Traverse City’s downtown eateries, drive west on M-72, toward the Leelanau Peninsula, which nurtures more than two dozen wineries. Take CR-651 north to Cedar, follow Schomberg Road to French Road, and spend the afternoon sampling merlot and other vintages at Chateau Fontaine, a long-ago potato farm and cow pasture now transformed into 30 acres of grapevines. Head east to Suttons Bay, where you’ll find Black Star Farms, a fascinating winery and distillery, with a tasting room and a luxurious bed-and-breakfast—an ideal, if pricey, place to spend the next four nights.

Over the following three days, feel free to explore some of the other wineries that line this picturesque peninsula. Take special note of several locales in Suttons Bay, including Raftshol Vineyards, a former dairy enterprise and cherry orchard that now produces over 1,000 cases of bordeaux varietal red wines annually; Chateau de Leelanau, which presents a tasting room not far from Grand Traverse Bay; Ciccone Vineyard & Winery, a Tuscan-inspired winery and tasting room owned by Madonna’s parents; and L. Mawby Vineyards, specializing in sparkling wines and offering a year-round tasting room. You should also stop by Leelanau Cellars, which is situated north of Suttons Bay and provides a fine tasting room for sampling everything from riesling to baco noir.
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  the Ciccone Vineyard & Winery, Leelanau Peninsula



Old Mission Peninsula

If your taste buds haven’t yet wearied of reds and whites, you should spend the last day of your weeklong wine tour amid the eight wineries of the Old Mission Peninsula, accessible via Traverse City. Make sure to explore two wineries in particular: Chateau Grand Traverse and Chateau Chantal, both of which offer free or inexpensive tastings, winery tours, and luxurious accommodations with incredible views.
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  the vineyard at Chateau Grand Traverse
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Although Detroit’s official motto—Speramus meliora; resurget cineribus—resulted from a catastrophic fire that nearly destroyed the fledgling town in 1805, its meaning could just as easily refer to modern times: “We hope for better things. It will rise from the ashes.” This is a city, after all, that has witnessed its share of soaring highs and crushing lows, and yet has always managed to come back swinging.


Detroit truly hit the map when Henry Ford’s assembly line transformed the town—and the world—forever. With the assistance of the “Big Three” (Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler), the Motor City thrived during the first half of the 20th century. Reliance on a single industry, however, inevitably led to downswings that mimicked those of the auto industry, plunging the racially divided metropolis into years of crime and unemployment—modern problems that have, at times, been exaggerated by the national media.


But the Motor City is defined less by its adversity and more by its innovation and fortitude. Crime is not the crippling issue it once was, and development has helped to revitalize the downtown area. Unofficially nicknamed the Renaissance City in the 1970s, Detroit has finally begun to shed its troubled past. Although it’s still a work-in-progress, this tenacious town—also known for its Motown music, rock ’n’ roll vibe, and legendary sports figures—has improved its tarnished image since the turn of the new millennium, and nowhere is that more apparent than along the waterfront.
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Dominating the Detroit skyline, the once-controversial Renaissance Center has undergone an extensive renovation, transforming the distinctive office, hotel, and retail complex into the world headquarters of General Motors. In addition, the city has embarked upon an ambitious development project along the Detroit River, which it shares with Windsor, Canada. When completed, the Detroit Riverfront will comprise a new harbor, the expanded William G. Milliken State Park, and a network of biking and jogging trails. Other recent downtown enhancements include a new ballpark for the Detroit Tigers, an adjacent football stadium for the Detroit Lions, and three casino resorts.






HIGHLIGHTS


[image: Image]


LOOK FOR M TO FIND RECOMMENDED SIGHTS, ACTIVITIES, DINING, AND LODGING.





M GM Renaissance Center: Towering above the Detroit River since the late 1970s, the 73-story Ren Cen is home to GM’s world headquarters, a 1,300-room hotel, a fitness center, a movie theater, and numerous shops and restaurants. Visitors can take a free, one-hour tour of the enormous complex, which also includes a vintage auto collection, a tropical atrium overlooking the river, and incredible views of the Detroit and Windsor skylines (click here).


M Belle Isle State Park: Situated in the Detroit River, Belle Isle has long been a treasured spot for visitors and area residents alike. Highlights include designated biking paths, a zoo, a swimming beach, a conservatory, golf facilities, the Dossin Great Lakes Museum, two fishing piers, and numerous historic edifices (click here).


M Greektown: One of several ethnic enclaves in the Detroit metropolitan area, this historic neighborhood invites visitors to experience Greek culture at its best. Here, you’ll find the longstanding Pegasus Taverna, the annual Detroit Greek Independence Day Parade, and a flashy casino (click here).


M The Cultural Center: Art and culture lovers flock to this part of Midtown, which boasts two art museums, three history museums, a science center, an anthropology museum, a children’s museum, and several well-preserved Victorian structures, plus nearby theaters and art galleries (click here).


M Hamtramck: Founded in the early 20th century, this village has long lured Polish immigrants and other Europeans. While the neighborhood is more culturally diverse these days, visitors can still come here for Polish sausages, European baked goods, and traditional artwork (click here).


M The Henry Ford: At this curious complex, visitors can view Henry Ford’s childhood home, Thomas Edison’s Menlo Park laboratory, President Kennedy’s limousine, Rosa Parks’s bus, and a working 19th-century farm. You can also hitch a ride to the Ford truck assembly plant for an informative walking tour (click here).


M Lake Erie Metropark: South of Detroit lies this well-preserved, 1,607-acre recreation area, popular among hikers, bird-watchers, anglers, golfers, cross-country skiers, and those who appreciate stunning views of the Detroit River, Lake Erie, and North America’s first international wildlife refuge (click here).


M Woodward Dream Cruise: This annual mid-August parade down Woodward Avenue, from Ferndale to Pontiac, has become the world’s largest one-day automotive event, luring 1.5 million people and more than 40,000 classic cars from around the globe (click here).
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Detroit’s many suburbs have also experienced a revival, marked by the opening of such attractions as the Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills and the Arab American National Museum in Dearborn, both of which celebrate the rich diversity of Detroit’s people. Beyond the greater Detroit metropolitan area, visitors will discover a wealth of activities in Southeast Michigan, from skiing on Mt. Holly to watching the Woodward Dream Cruise. Despite decades of struggle, it seems that Detroit and its surrounding towns are finally on the upswing, once again affirming the city’s two-century-old motto.


ORIENTATION


Almost prophetically, early Detroit was laid out like the spokes of a wheel. The plan—laid down by Judge Augustus Woodward, the first chief justice of the new Michigan territory—foreshadowed the city’s major industry by more than a century. Woodward arrived in 1805 to find no more than a burned-out trading post on the narrow straits of the river—détroit, incidentally, means “straits.” While little else remains of Woodward’s grandiose plans to make Detroit the “Paris of the Midwest,” the city’s main streets—Jefferson Avenue, Gratiot Avenue, Woodward Avenue, Grand River Avenue, Michigan Avenue, and Fort Street—still echo that early hexagonal grid, shooting off at diagonal angles from a central axis. Woodward serves as the city’s main dividing line, splitting the landmass and its residents into east and west.


Compared to most U.S. urban areas, Detroit isn’t too difficult to navigate. Though the city, its suburbs, and the rest of Southeast Michigan constitute a sprawling tapestry of distinct neighborhoods and communities, several bisecting highways and interstates make it easy to get around. For instance, I-75 snakes through downtown Detroit, linking southern towns like Monroe to northern destinations like Royal Oak, Pontiac, and Holly. Other major routes include I-96 from Lansing; I-696, which passes through Farmington Hills, Southfield, and Ferndale; and I-94, which cuts across the southern part of the Heartland, passes north of Detroit’s Cultural Center and west of the Grosse Pointe suburbs, and heads north toward Port Huron.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Southeast Michigan is a relatively small area, easy to traverse with a car. Several major routes link Detroit and its suburbs to other parts of the state, including I-75 from Flint, I-96 from Lansing, or I-94 from Battle Creek. Getting here via other forms of transportation is also a snap. The Detroit Metro Airport (DTW) serves as a hub for Delta Air Lines. In addition, Amtrak serves Dearborn, Detroit, Royal Oak, Birmingham, and Pontiac. Greyhound also offers regular bus services to three stations in the area: Detroit, Southfield, and Pontiac.


Unlike other parts of Michigan, Detroit and its suburbs aren’t terribly dependent on the shifting seasons. Most museums, shops, and restaurants are open in winter as well as summer. No matter when you visit, however, you’ll need at least three days to explore the region’s key attractions, such as downtown Detroit and the Henry Ford complex in Dearborn. Five days is preferable, especially if you plan to make a trip across the border to Windsor, Ontario, in Canada.


Just remember that Detroit is a big, unpredictable city, and crime can definitely be a concern here. Tourist areas, such as the waterfront and the Cultural Center, are well patrolled, but it’s important to stay vigilant even in relatively safe areas. For added protection, always travel with someone else, hide your money and identification beneath your clothing, and leave valuable jewelry back at home. It’s also helpful to know the location of a few different police stations, just in case.


For more information about Detroit and its suburbs, consult the Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau (211 W. Fort St., Ste. 1000, Detroit, 313/202-1800, www.visitdetroit.com, 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri.) or Travel Michigan (Michigan Economic Development Corporation, 300 N. Washington Sq., Lansing, 888/784-7328, www.michigan.org).


HISTORY


Few think of Detroit as an old city. But it is, in fact, one of the Midwest’s oldest, founded in 1701 by Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac (born Antoine Laumet) for King Louis XIV of France.


Early Detroit was alternately ruled by the British and the French. In 1763, Pontiac, the Ottawa war chief, ordered an attack on British posts all over Michigan. Tired of the abuse suffered by the British army, Pontiac united the many Indian nations living around Detroit in a determined effort to capture the fort and restore French rule. Chiefs of the Ottawa, Huron, Potawatomi, and Chippewa tribes attended a secret war council. According to legend, however, a squaw tipped off the British, and Pontiac’s men were met by a waiting British army. Rebuffed and defeated, Pontiac was later assassinated in 1769. Today, Pontiac’s Rebellion is still regarded as one of the most formidable Native American uprisings in American history.


In 1783, Britain yielded the area to the United States in the Treaty of Paris. Local tribes, however, disputed the U.S. claim, so it wasn’t until 1796 that Detroit finally unfurled the stars and stripes. The city fell again during the War of 1812 but was recaptured by the Americans a year later. Despite discouraging reports from initial settlers, people continued to pour in from the east. Between 1830 and 1860, the population doubled with every decade, and the city became best known as a nucleus of beer brewing and stove making.


By the turn of the 20th century, the auto industry had changed everything, making Detroit the fifth-largest U.S. city. The state’s first self-propelled vehicle was likely a steam-powered car built by John and Thomas Clegg of Memphis, Michigan, in 1884. Later, Ransom Olds of Lansing developed a gasoline-powered auto and founded the Olds Motor Vehicle Company. In 1896, Charles C. King, an engineer and auto designer, drove the first car through the streets of Detroit; in the same year, Henry Ford tested his Quadricycle, which chugged along fairly well, despite no brakes and no reverse gear.


It was Ford and his later perfection of the assembly line that changed the face of the city—and America—seemingly overnight. Between 1905 and 1924, thousands of immigrants poured in from all over the world, attracted by Henry Ford’s then-unheard-of wage of $5 per day. By 1917, 23 companies in Detroit and its suburbs were busy assembling vehicles for an ever-eager public. The Motor City had arrived.


By the 1930s and 1940s, Detroit was the place to be. Lively and full of energy, it was home to after-hours bars known as “blind pigs” (that is, police—“pigs”—turned a “blind eye” to Prohibition-era hideouts that served liquor) and “black and tan” clubs where people of all races mingled. But things began to sour after World War II. As in other U.S. cities, the middle class began to head for the suburbs. Bigger and better freeways took people farther and farther away from the heart of the city, leaving behind vacant storefronts, vacant houses, empty streets, and empty lives too soon filled by poverty and crime.


The 1960s were difficult years. One bright spot was the birth of the Motown Sound, which began in the tiny basement studio of Berry Gordy Jr. Like the city, Motown had a hard-driving beat, and it quickly took over airwaves across the country. Detroit became known for producing more than cars, with “Hitsville U.S.A.” churning out rhythmic top-10 tunes by artists such as Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, the Supremes, and Smokey Robinson and the Miracles.




HAUNTED DETROIT


America’s major cities all have their share of tragic histories, ranging from notorious murders to massive flu epidemics to calamitous fires. Such incidents have often inspired the belief that some buildings, cemeteries, and other historic places are haunted by the spirits of long-ago victims. Detroit is no exception. Founded well over three centuries ago, the Motor City has certainly witnessed a plethora of terrible incidents, from violent crimes to deadly race riots, so it may come as no surprise that it, too, has its share of haunted locales. If you enjoy visiting such places, here are nine of the most popular in and around the city:


• Fair Lane: Completed in 1914, Henry Ford’s grand estate Fair Lane (1 Fair Lane Dr., Dearborn, 313/884-4222, www.henryfordestate.org) encompasses more than 1,300 acres, at the center of which lies an impressive mansion that served as the home of Henry and Clara Ford from 1915 until 1950. Although most visitors come to stroll amid the well-landscaped grounds and tour the well-appointed rooms of the main house, others are hoping to catch a glimpse of the former butler, whose spirit supposedly continues to clean, fix, and straighten the rooms as he once did in life.


• Fort Shelby Hotel: In 1927, famed architect Albert Kahn erected a 21-story tower beside the 10-story structure that had been built on the corner of Lafayette Boulevard and 1st Street in 1916. Together, the two buildings comprised the Fort Shelby Hotel, whose fortunes rose and fell with those of Detroit. Following an extensive renovation mid-2007-late 2008, the buildings reopened as a DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Hotel (525 W. Lafayette Blvd., 313/963-5600, http://doubletree3.hilton.com) and the Fort Shelby Tower Apartments (527 W. Lafayette Blvd., 313/962-1010, www.fortshelby.com), but no matter how fancy it might look these days, the former Fort Shelby Hotel hasn’t quite escaped its rocky history. Some visitors, after all, still claim to have seen the loitering ghost of a drunken homeless man who allegedly drowned in the once-flooded basement.


• Historic Elmwood Cemetery: Established in 1846, the 86-acre Historic Elmwood Cemetery (1200 Elmwood Ave., 313/567-3453, www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org) is the oldest continuously operating, nondenominational cemetery in Michigan. It’s also the site of the Battle of Bloody Run, an ambush by Chief Pontiac’s army on British soldiers, supposedly making it one of the city’s best ghost-hunting locations.


• Historic Fort Wayne: While Historic Fort Wayne (6325 W. Jefferson Ave., 313/833-1805 or 810/853-8573, www.hauntedfortwaynedetroit.com), which was constructed in 1845 on the banks of the Detroit River, never actually endured a battle, the crumbling structure certainly still has a curious history. After all, it served as a major staging area for American soldiers during the Civil War and both World Wars, and it also housed displaced people during both the Great Depression and the 12th Street race riots of 1967. Over the years, visitors have reported ghostly sightings and other unfathomable occurrences on the fort’s grounds.


• The Majestic: One of Detroit’s finest entertainment centers, The Majestic (4140 Woodward Ave., 313/833-9700, www.majesticdetroit.com) consists of The Majestic Theatre, a spacious concert hall opened in 1915; The Majestic Stick, a smaller but equally well-respected live music venue; the Majestic Café, a well-regarded restaurant; and The Garden Bowl, a 16-lane bowling alley that’s been active for a century. Supposedly, the complex is haunted by the ghost of Harry Houdini, who gave one of his final performances at The Majestic in 1926.


• Masonic Temple: Constructed in 1912 by George D. Mason, Detroit’s grand Masonic Temple (500 Temple Ave., 313/832-7100, www.themasonic.com) is the largest in the world, boasting more than 1,000 rooms, not to mention a variety of secret staircases and hidden passages. Sadly, Mason spent so much money on the building’s construction that he eventually went bankrupt, lost his wife, and subsequently jumped to his death from the roof of the temple. Since then, security guards and visitors alike have experienced cold spots, bizarre shadows, and inexplicable pranks, heard slamming doors that can’t be explained, and even spotted the ghost of Mason himself.


• Saint Andrew’s Hall: Once home to the St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit, a group of upper-class Scottish Americans, Saint Andrew’s Hall (431 E. Congress St., 313/961-6358 or 313/961-8961, www.saintandrewsdetroit.com) is now one of Detroit’s most popular live music venues. Curiously, rapper Eminem got his start in the basement of Saint Andrew’s, known as The Shelter. Supposedly, the basement is also home to a ghost who enjoys chasing visitors from the hall; some say that it might be one of the former tenants, who, given his Scottish roots, might prefer bagpipes to rap music.


• 2 Way Inn: Founded in 1876, the 2 Way Inn (17897 Mt. Elliott St., 313/891-4925, www.2wayinn.com) is considered the oldest bar in Detroit. Both past and present owners of the property claim to have seen the cowboy-like ghost of Philetus Norris, a Union spy, archaeologist, and Yellowstone National Park superintendent that once lived and worked here.


• The Whitney: Built in 1894 by lumber baron David Whitney, The Whitney (4421 Woodward Ave., 313/832-5700, www.thewhitney.com) is now one of the city’s fanciest fine-dining restaurants. Apparently, it’s also haunted by the tuxedo-clad ghost of Whitney himself. According to witnesses, he tends to operate the elevator on his own and can often be heard washing and stacking dishes in the kitchen.





The late 1960s brought massive unrest to the country and the worst race riot in Detroit’s history. In 1967, Detroit was the site of one of 59 racial “disturbances” around the country, a tragedy in which more than 43 people were killed. The nightly news in cities throughout the world showed a Detroit in flames, leaving a lasting impression on the country and a deep scar on the city’s psyche.


The riots touched off an even greater exodus, the infamous “white flight” that left Detroit with a black majority in less than five years. By the 1970s, downtown had become a virtual desert after business hours. Controversial mayor Coleman Young, who ruled the city for two decades, once said you could shoot a cannon down Woodward in those years without hitting a soul.


Today, some 3.9 million people call Detroit and its suburbs home. They comprise myriad ethnic groups, with more than 880,000 African Americans in the metropolitan area and the country’s largest population of Bulgarians, Chaldeans, Belgians, and Arabs (the most outside the Middle East).


While the city has courted big business almost since the first horseless carriage jounced awkwardly off the assembly line, Detroit has never been a major tourist destination. An active tourism bureau has attempted to change that, with frequent events for national and international media and an aggressive campaign to attract visitors from other parts of the country as well as Europe and Japan.


In 1996, the much-celebrated anniversary of the “birth” of the car turned an international spotlight on the city, with favorable reports in both the New York Times and USA Today. Detroit responded with a centennial bash and invited the entire world. In 2001, the city celebrated its third century with exhibitions, events, and a month-long riverfront party with visits that included both tall ships and the Temptations. Stevie Wonder led the homecoming concert, which attracted approximately one million people (ironically, more than the city’s current population). While city boosters don’t expect flashy events such as these to erase the memories of Detroit in flames during the 1967 riots, they hope that they’ll help to heal the wounds that have too long plagued the city—and perhaps ameliorate more recent troubles, such as Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick’s 2008 resignation and subsequent felony conviction for obstruction of justice or, for that matter, the Michigan governor’s 2013 declaration of a financial emergency for the city of Detroit.


Sights


ON THE WATERFRONT


Motown’s earliest history was made on its waterfront, so a tour is a fitting start to any exploration of the city.


Hart Plaza


If it’s a sunny day (regardless of the season), stroll the boardwalk near Hart Plaza and watch for one of the thousands of hulking freighters that traverse the Detroit River annually. Once, the waterfront, with its active port, was the city’s livelihood. During the 20th century, however, Detroit turned its back on its former front door, choosing to erect faceless factories and anonymous office towers along its riverbanks instead of the more gracious green spaces popular during the previous century. Luckily, recent efforts have strived to correct the mistake: When completed, the Detroit Riverfront (www.detroitriverfront.org) will comprise a new harbor, a network of biking and jogging trails, and over five miles of public parks and plazas, linked by a continuous riverwalk.


For now, strollers can enjoy a three-mile stretch of the riverwalk and places like the expanded William G. Milliken State Park and the 14-acre Hart Plaza, a popular venue for summertime festivals and concerts. Opened in 1975 and named after the late U.S. Senator Philip Hart, Hart Plaza is the site of the breathtaking Horace E. Dodge Fountain, which was designed in 1978 by Isamu Noguchi. This impressive fountain propels more than one million gallons of water per hour into the air via more than 300 streaming nozzles and jets. Another key landmark in Hart Plaza is the Gateway to Freedom International Memorial to the Underground Railroad, which was sculpted by Ed Dwight and dedicated in October 2001—in honor of both Detroit’s tricentennial and its pivotal role as a 19th-century gateway for thousands of African American slaves seeking freedom in nearby Canada.


M GM Renaissance Center


Next to Hart Plaza is the gleaming GM Renaissance Center (100 Renaissance Center, 313/567-3126, www.gmrencen.com), known to Detroiters as Ren Cen. Soaring high into the sky, this fortress-like, 73-story hotel/office/retail complex dominates the Detroit skyline, with seven steel towers containing more than 5.5 million square feet of space, including a 1,300-room Marriott hotel, two foreign consulates, a fitness center, a four-screen movie theater, and dozens of restaurants and stores.


Of course, the road to the Ren Cen’s present incarnation was rather rocky at best. The project was originally proposed by Henry Ford II, partially as a response to the 1967 riots. Ford—always a powerful name in Detroit—used his considerable influence to convince friends and foes alike to invest in the riverside complex. With big-name retailers such as Gucci and Cartier, it was intended to draw suburbanites back to downtown Detroit. But it didn’t work. The Ren Cen was a huge white elephant from the moment it opened in 1977. Designed by John Portman, best known for building hotel atriums, it was a confusing maze of circles and elevators that ultimately led nowhere. By 1983, many of the original retailers had pulled out and most of the investors had defaulted on their loans.
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The center received a much-needed facelift and helpful new directional signs in the mid-1980s, but it never became the city’s much-heralded savior. Through the 1980s and much of the 1990s, the Ren Cen was supported by various companies—including Ford, ANR Pipeline, and others—some of which have kept offices here. In 1996, however, it received a huge shot in the arm with General Motors’ announcement that it had purchased the landmark to use as its new world headquarters. In a major boost for the city, GM moved the majority of its workers into the Ren Cen in 1999. A major internal reorganization followed, leaving the space a bit less confusing.


The Ren Cen is still one of the largest privately financed developments in U.S. history, with more than $380 million contributed by private investors. Representing a huge investment in the city’s future, it is worth seeing on that basis alone. Once inside, you’ll need a map to navigate. Otherwise, you can take a free one-hour tour (313/568-5624, noon and 2pm Mon.-Fri.) through this Detroit landmark. Tours, which are offered on a first-come, first-served basis, depart from the Pure Detroit store, situated on Level 1 of Tower 400, and feature sights like a world map carved in granite, a vintage auto collection, the world’s tallest vertical glass sculpture, a tropical atrium overlooking the Detroit River, and breathtaking views of the Detroit and Windsor skylines.


M Belle Isle State Park


At one time, 30 million tons of cargo were transported along the Detroit River, linking the city with more than 200 overseas ports. Nowadays, you can still feel the water’s tug on Belle Isle, accessible via the Douglas MacArthur Bridge at East Jefferson Avenue and East Grand Boulevard. This 982-acre, 2.5-mile-long urban sanctuary, stranded a half mile out in the river, between Detroit and Windsor, Ontario, has been a public park since 1879, when the city purchased it for a now paltry $200,000 from the heirs of a wealthy local family.
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Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory, Belle Isle State Park





Named after the then-governor’s daughter, Isabelle Cass, it was designed in 1883 by Frederick Law Olmsted, the famous landscape architect known for his work on New York’s Central Park. One of the city’s most underrated (and often neglected) jewels, Belle Isle gets a little rowdy on summer weekends, when teenagers from surrounding neighborhoods cruise the narrow streets and pathways looking for action. Although patrolled by both mounted police and squad cars, it’s not a safe place to be at night.


On weekdays, however, it’s peaceful, especially off-season. Belle Isle is a haven for bird-watchers and for families who flock here to fish from the north and south piers, relax on Detroit’s only swimming beach, and tour the vintage glass Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory (313/821-5428, 10am-5pm Wed.-Sun., free), which features collections of ferns, orchids, cacti, and other plants. Kids will especially appreciate the small playground, the giant slide ($1 pp), the Belle Isle Nature Zoo (313/852-4056, 10am-5pm Wed.-Sun. May-Nov., 10am-4pm Wed.-Sun. Dec.-Apr., free), which oversees a one-acre deer enclosure, and the intriguing Dossin Great Lakes Museum (100 Strand Dr., 313/833-5538, www.detroithistorical.org, 11am-4pm Sat.-Sun., free), which traces the development of Great Lakes-area shipping from sailing vessels to modern freighters, many of which can still be seen from the riverfront.


Other visitors to Belle Isle come to jog, circle the island by bike, practice golf on the driving range and various greens, or just set up a picnic lunch under one of the gazebos and watch passing freighters. Boating enthusiasts, meanwhile, can wander around the 80-foot-tall marble Livingstone Memorial Lighthouse, which operated from 1882 to 1930, or check out the pleasure craft docked at the 1922 Detroit Yacht Club. Other curious historic structures include the 1908 Belle Isle Casino, the 1923 James Scott Memorial Fountain, the 1941 International Peace Memorial, and numerous other monuments. Admission to the island is free, though there has been an ongoing debate about charging a nominal admission to help defray maintenance costs.


It isn’t the island’s first controversy. Native Americans called Belle Isle “Rattlesnake Island” because of the number of snakes. Later, hogs were brought in by 18th-century settlers to destroy the rattlers, giving rise to the name Isle au Cochon (“Hog Island” in French) until 1845, when it was rechristened Belle Isle. Throughout its long history, the island has been used both as a dueling ground and as a place of quarantine for troops, most recently during the cholera epidemic of 1932. Since the early 1970s, four different groups—the Friends of Belle Isle, the Belle Isle Botanical Society, the Belle Isle Women’s Committee, and the Friends of the Belle Isle Aquarium—have strived to protect the island, and in 2009, they joined forces to form the Belle Isle Conservancy (8109 E. Jefferson Ave., 313/331-7760, www.belleisleconservancy.org). In late 2013, its advocates went a step further by making it an official state park.


Pewabic Pottery


On Jefferson Avenue, not far from Belle Isle, is another oasis, Pewabic Pottery (10125 E. Jefferson Ave., 313/626-2000, www.pewabic.org, 10am-4pm Mon.-Fri.). Founded by Mary Chase Perry Stratton in 1903, this arts-and-crafts pottery is housed within a picturesque Tudor Revival building, now a National Historic Landmark. Best known for their innovative and iridescent glazes, shown to great advantage in the tiles commissioned for many of the city’s civic and residential structures, Pewabic tiles can be found in the stunning 1929 art deco Guardian Building, several downtown People Mover stations, and the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago.


Now a nonprofit ceramic arts center and a living museum, Pewabic continues to produce the handcrafted vessels and architectural tiles that brought it initial fame. Visitors peer into huge, fiery kilns on a self-guided tour during business hours. A landmark of Detroit’s arts community, the pottery is a pilgrimage for potters and ceramic artists from around the country as well as the site of popular classes, workshops, and lectures for all ages. But don’t look for the secret to the pottery’s lustrous glaze—Stratton took it to the grave, leaving her successors to carry on with only an approximation of the original formula.


Riverboat Tours


For a terrific view of Detroit’s skyline, consider taking a ride on the Detroit River, the world’s busiest international waterway. Diamond Jack’s River Tours (313/843-9376, www.diamondjack.com, tours 1pm and 3:30pm Thurs.-Sun., $17 adults, $15 seniors over 60, $13 children 6-16, children under 6 free) offers two-hour narrated riverboat cruises June-August. There are two departure points for these informative tours: Detroit’s Rivard Plaza and Wyandotte’s Bishop Park. Be advised, however, that tours are available on a first-come, first-served basis; in other words, individual reservations are not accepted, so it’s prudent to arrive at least 30 minutes, if not an hour, before departure time.


DOWNTOWN DETROIT


Woodward Avenue marks the entrance to the city’s official downtown business district. This area may be quiet after business hours, but during the day, it hops with office workers who toil in the banks, insurance companies, and other corporations.


The first stop on any architectural tour is the Wayne County Building (600 Randolph St.) on the east end of Cadillac Square, an early example of the Roman Baroque Revival style in Michigan. Built from 1897 to 1902, it’s one of the oldest buildings in the city. Look up to see its ornamental cornices—they depict General “Mad” Anthony Wayne conferring with the Indians. (General Wayne, incidentally, served during the Revolutionary War and negotiated a treaty that claimed all the lands between the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers for the United States.) Not surprisingly, it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1975.


History buffs may also appreciate the art deco Guardian Building (500 Griswold St., www.guardianbuilding.com), a 40-story, Aztec-inspired structure that has been designated a National Historic Landmark. Friendly guards in the 1929 superstructure are usually pleased to share tidbits about the breathtaking building or point you in the right direction for a self-guided tour of its Pewabic-accented interior.


Meanwhile, the buildings of Woodward Avenue cast a long shadow over Harmonie Park (www.harmoniepark.com), the center of an area once known as Paradise Valley, an impoverished African American neighborhood that was also a hotbed of jazz and other artistic activity from the 1920s to the 1950s. If Woodward’s desolation threatens to overwhelm you, this elegant enclave—nestled between Grand Circus Park, Randolph Street, and Gratiot Avenue—will restore your hope in the city’s future. New energy has transformed a formerly deserted area into the city’s hottest nightspot. Much of the credit goes to local architectural firm Schervish Vogel Merz, who believed in the area long before anyone else saw a future in its warehouse-style buildings and vintage storefronts. Today, Harmonie Park is surrounded by pubs, galleries, and airy artists’ lofts.


Theater District


Not far from Harmonie Park lies the official entrance to Detroit’s Theater District. Once the city’s most exclusive address, the neighborhood known as Brush Park had deteriorated almost to the point of no return before local boy Mike Ilitch—owner of the nationwide Little Caesars Pizza chain as well as the Detroit Tigers baseball and Detroit Red Wings hockey teams—stepped in and bought the aging Fox Theatre (2211 Woodward Ave., 313/471-3200 or 313/471-6611, www.olympiaentertainment.com) in 1988.


What followed was a painstaking and often slow $8 million restoration that eventually returned the gaudy yet glamorous structure to its original glory. The 5,048-seat Fox is truly a marvel of 1920s architecture. Built in 1928 by William Fox, it was designed in the style of an Arabian tent. The exotic Thai-Byzantine style borrows motifs from a range of cultures, including Persian, Burmese, Indian, Thai, and Chinese. There are gold-leafed, hand-stenciled walls, marble-finish pillars, gold-tusked elephants, winged lions, a sunburst ceiling, and dreamlike decorative figures throughout. The lobby is six stories high, with 300,000 sparkling glass jewels, loads of brass, and a 13-foot, two-ton stained-glass chandelier. No wonder it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1985 and, following the successful restoration, designated a National Historic Landmark in 1989.


Today, the Fox is one of the nation’s most successful theater operations, with almost nightly presentations, including touring Broadway musicals, big-name concerts, restored film epics, and other special events. You can’t miss the 125-foot multicolored neon marquee, which stretches to the 10th floor of the Fox office building. And here’s a bit of trivia: During the 1920s, the Fox was the first theater in the United States to sell candy on-site.


Spurred by the resounding success of the Fox, other theaters soon followed. One contrast to the cavernous Fox is the intimate Gem & Century Theatres (333 Madison Ave., 313/963-9800, www.gemtheatre.com), a joint cabaret-style venue with 450 seats. Founded in 1903 by a women’s group hoping to have an “uplifting influence on the community,” the Gem degenerated into a burlesque and adult movie theater before ultimately closing in 1978. Soon afterward, foresighted businessman Chuck Forbes, owner of most of the city’s vintage theaters, restored it as a complement to the Fox and a stop for national comedy acts, small plays, and musical revues. It reopened in 1991. Threatened by the new Comerica Park ballpark—home to the Detroit Tigers—it was moved to its present location in 1997. As the world’s heaviest building ever to be moved on wheels, it even made the pages of Guinness World Records.
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Luciano Pavarotti and Dame Joan Sutherland were just a few of the big names who jetted into Motown in 1996 to attend the opening of the restored Detroit Opera House (1526 Broadway St., 313/237-7464, www.michiganopera.org). Designed in 1922 by C. Howard Crane as a vaudeville stage, the 7,000-square-foot theater served as a parking garage for most of the 1970s. David Di Chiera, the former university professor who founded the Michigan Opera Theatre in 1971 as a way to bring opera to kids, did the seemingly impossible when he raised $36 million for the opera’s new 2,700-seat home. Today, it acts as an important cultural resource, luring Broadway musicals as well as opera and ballet productions.


Other area theaters include The Fillmore Detroit (2115 Woodward Ave., 313/961-5451, www.thefillmoredetroit.com), a live music venue built in 1925 as the State Theatre, and the Music Hall Center for the Performing Arts (350 Madison St., 313/887-8500, www.musichall.org), built in 1928 by the widow of auto baron John Dodge for the production of “legitimate” theatrical productions. Its stage has been graced by luminaries such as Lucille Ball, W. C. Fields, Martha Graham, Ella Fitzgerald, Lillian Hellman, and others. Music lovers, meanwhile, flock to the Max M. Fisher Music Center (3711 Woodward Ave., 313/576-5100 or 313/576-5111, www.dso.org), which, since 2003, has housed The Music Box, a 450-seat performance hall, as well as the acoustically perfect Orchestra Hall, which was built in 1919 and has long been home to the acclaimed Detroit Symphony Orchestra.


M Greektown


Once a pioneer farm and now the city’s best-known ethnic area, Greektown (www.greektowndetroit.org) has long been a bright spot downtown and one of the few districts that jump after midnight. Despite the unfortunate failure of the Trappers Alley shopping and entertainment complex that once thrived here, this restored stretch of Monroe Street still attracts both natives and visitors. (It also attracts parking enforcement officers, so if you park at one of the plentiful metered spots around Monroe, be sure to bring plenty of change.)


At the core of it all is a Greek neighborhood that dates back to 1915. Although most of the original residents have moved to the suburbs and the majority of restaurants and bakeries have gone upscale, you’ll still find a few coffeehouses where old-timers gather to drink strong coffee or sip sweet retsina and play cards. One original grocery remains: Open the rusty screen door of the Athens Grocery & Bakery Co. (527 Monroe St., 313/961-1149, 9:30am-midnight Mon.-Thurs. and Sun., 9:30am-2am Fri., 10am-2am Sat.), and you’ll walk past windows full of neatly arranged loaves of bread, sinfully sweet Greek pastries, and shiny tins of pungent imported olives.


Other highlights include two of Detroit’s most notable churches. Old St. Mary’s Church (646 Monroe St., 313/961-8711, www.oldstmarysdetroit.com), one of the city’s most beautiful Roman Catholic structures, dates to 1841, serves as Detroit’s third-oldest Catholic parish, and is, curiously, the city’s first German church. Meanwhile, the Second Baptist Church of Detroit (441 Monroe St., 313/961-0920, www.secondbaptistdetroit.org, free) was established in 1836 by several former slaves who had left the First Baptist Church due to discrimination against African Americans. Once a stop on the Underground Railroad, Second Baptist also established the first school for black children, and its congregation has included the country’s first black schoolteacher, several presidents of the Detroit NAACP, and the first African American to receive the Nobel Peace Prize.


M The Cultural Center


Head north along Woodward Avenue from downtown, and you’ll run right into the Cultural Center, part of Midtown Detroit (www.detroitmidtown.com). Bordered by bustling Wayne State University to the west and the Detroit Medical Center to the east, this is where you’ll find a plethora of art galleries, performance venues, shops, and restaurants, plus most of the city’s art and civic museums. It’s also home to the International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit (111 E. Kirby St., 313/871-8600, www.iimd.org), which, besides offering citizenship classes and other educational programs, presents the inexpensive International Cafe, the longstanding International Festival in early October, and the Ethel Averbach International Doll Collection, supposedly the world’s largest collection of dolls dressed in native costumes. Roughly a block away from the International Institute, you’ll also encounter the main branch of the Detroit Public Library (5201 Woodward Ave., 313/481-1300, www.detroit.lib.mi.us, noon-8pm Tues.-Wed., 10am-6pm Thurs.-Sat.), which opened in 1921 and now features a variety of engrossing collections, such as the Burton Historical Collection, which contains thousands of volumes, pamphlets, and papers that shed some light on the histories of Detroit and Michigan from the 1600s to the present, and the equally comprehensive E. Azalia Hackley Collection of African Americans in the Performing Arts, which encompasses rare books, manuscripts, photographs, recordings, and sheet music that explore everything from early 19th-century plantation life in the American South to the Motown Recording Company.


Here, in the Cultural Center, you can also wander the “Streets of Old Detroit” (or at least an idealized version of them) in the basement of the Detroit Historical Museum (5401 Woodward Ave., 313/833-1805, www.detroithistorical.org, 9:30am-4pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun., free). You’ll trudge along irregular cobblestones that once lined city streets past re-creations of barber shops, grocery stores, and other vintage businesses. The display, which opened in 1951 and has since been updated, traces several periods of Detroit history.


The permanent exhibit “Frontiers to Factories” traces the city’s history from a trading post to an industrial giant, with a walk-in diorama from the 1750s, a railway station, and a mock turn-of-the-20th-century exposition. Other highlights of the collection include the Glancy Train display, one of the world’s largest; special exhibits about Detroit’s leaders, symbols, and entertainment venues; and an exhibition simply named “America’s Motor City,” which traces the history of the car, the city, and the people who changed the world when they came to work here. The exhibit’s highlight is the “body drop,” a segment of a 1953 assembly line in which the outer shell of a later-model Cadillac is lowered from the ceiling onto an engine body set up on an eye-level platform. It was taken from the assembly line at the now-demolished Clark Street Cadillac plant. Following an extensive renovation and the 2012 reopening, visitors can also experience an expanded “Doorway to Freedom: Detroit and the Underground Railroad” exhibit as well as five new permanent exhibitions: the “Gallery of Innovation,” the “Allesee Gallery of Culture,” the “Kid Rock Music Lab,” “Legends Plaza,” and “Detroit: The Arsenal of Democracy.”


Detroit has always been a blue-collar town, yet city founders amassed enough green during the heyday of the auto industry to fund what eventually became one of the country’s finest art museums. The Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA, 5200 Woodward Ave., 313/833-7900, www.dia.org, 9am-4pm Tues.-Thurs., 9am-10pm Fri., 10am-5pm Sat.-Sun., $8 adults, $6 seniors, $5 college students, $4 children 6-17, children under 6 and area residents free) attracts more than 500,000 visitors each year. The sometimes-confusing 100-plus galleries contain some of the greatest art treasures of the world, including works by Van Gogh, Rodin, Rembrandt, Bruegel, and other masters.


The museum strives to present an encyclopedic collection, with a multicultural scope that traces creativity in all of its forms, from prehistory through the present. Important collections include the French Impressionist, Italian (the largest outside Italy), German Expressionist, African, Asian, Native American, and 20th-century. It’s worth hunting for the museum’s generally accepted best works, including Rodin’s pensive masterpiece, The Thinker; Bruegel’s The Wedding Dance (look closely and you may see some remnants of paint on the bulging codpieces; they were once painted over); Van Eyck’s tiny treasure, Saint Jerome in His Study; and Rembrandt’s enlightened The Visitation.


While the building may seem to be full of art made by and for the ruling class, the city’s workers have the last laugh in the breathtaking Detroit Industry frescoes. Mexican muralist Diego Rivera captured the droning monotony of the assembly line in 27 huge panels surrounding the museum’s central courtyard. Rivera spent nine months in Detroit from 1932 to 1933 before unveiling the series to great controversy. A visionary Edsel Ford stood up to virulent criticism of the Mexican socialist’s frescoes, which were damning in their innate criticism of capitalism. Many city leaders wanted the walls whitewashed as soon as the scaffolding came down, but Ford stood firm, defending the murals, which, unlike another series in New York’s Rockefeller Center, were saved.


Relax and rest your feet with a cup of java or something stronger in the Kresge Court (11am-3pm Tues.-Thurs., 11am-9pm Fri., 11am-4pm Sat.-Sun.), a soaring green and light-filled space modeled after Florence’s Bargello Palace, or enjoy soups, salads, sandwiches, and other treats in CaféDIA (11:30am-2:30pm Tues.-Thurs., 11:30am-2:30pm and 4pm-9pm Fri., 11:30am-3pm Sat.-Sun.). If you’re visiting on a weekend, stick around long enough to take in a movie at the museum’s acclaimed 1,150-seat Detroit Film Theatre (313/833-3237 or 313/833-4005), which offers important premieres by new and established directors and is one of the few venues in the city to show restored, rarely seen classics in their correct aspect ratios. Variety called it “the best buy for cineastes in America.”


Art lovers will also enjoy the Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit (MOCAD, 4454 Woodward Ave., 313/832-6622, www.mocadetroit.org, 11am-5pm Wed. and Sat.-Sun., 11am-8pm Thurs.-Fri., $5 adults, students and children under 12 free), a cavernous museum that, in addition to presenting fascinating exhibitions, offers a unique gift shop, a small café, and assorted lectures, concerts, films, and literary readings. Another highlight of the city’s Cultural Center is the Michigan Science Center (5020 John R St., 313/577-8400, www.mi-sci.org, 9am-3pm Wed.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat., noon-6pm Sun., $13-24 adults, $10-20 children 2-12, children under 2 free), which reopened to the public in July 2001. The center now includes a digital planetarium, two theaters, one science stage, the state’s only IMAX dome theater, and areas devoted to motion, life sciences, matter, energy, waves, and vibration.


History buffs, meanwhile, may relish a chance to visit the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History (315 E. Warren Ave., 313/494-5800, www.thewright.org, 9am-5pm Tues.-Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun., $8 adults, $5 seniors 62 and over and children 3-12, children under 3 free), which hosts the annual African World Festival and serves as the world’s largest institution devoted to exploring the African American experience. Meanwhile, Wayne State University’s recently renamed Gordon L. Grosscup Museum of Anthropology (4841 Cass Ave., Old Main, 1st Fl., 313/577-2598, http://clasweb.clas.wayne.edu/anthromuseum, 10am-4pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-2pm Fri., free), which was established in 1958, houses both permanent and temporary exhibits, many of which feature artifacts from various sites throughout Detroit, from Fort Wayne to Belle Isle to the GM Renaissance Center.


Another intriguing site is the First Congregational Living Museum (33 E. Forest Ave., 313/831-4080, www.friendsoffirst.com, 9am-5pm daily, free), which is housed within the First Congregational Church of Detroit and its Albert Kahn-designed Angels’ Wing Community House. Visitors to the church may appreciate strolling among the ornate religious paintings that line the walls of the 120-year-old sanctuary; just be advised that this is an active church, which means that it’s best to visit on weekday afternoons (2pm-4pm Tues.-Fri.). While here, you may also be able to experience the “Underground Railroad Flight to Freedom Tour” (hours vary Tues.-Sat., $12 adults, $10 children 3-17, $8 seniors 62 and over, children under 3 free), a reenactment during which participants are shackled and led to liberation by a “conductor.” Because this experience involves volunteer actors, however, the church staff requires a minimum of 20 participants for each tour.


For a different aspect of Detroit’s history, head to the Hellenic Museum of Michigan (67 E. Kirby St., 313/871-4100, www.hellenicmi.org, noon-4pm Sat., donation suggested), which opened in 2010 in the hopes of becoming a modern-day version of the “Mouseion” (House of the Muses) of ancient Alexandria. Although still in its early stages, the museum will eventually, through the use of artifacts, photographs, oral histories, and personal documents, present the numerous artistic and intellectual achievements of Hellenic culture from ancient times to the present. It also aims to chronicle the considerable struggles, triumphs, and contributions of the Greek immigrants that settled throughout Michigan, including Detroit. During the summer months, the museum presents traditional Greek music, dancing, and cuisine during their weekly Kefi Nights, which usually take place on Thursday (6pm-10pm).
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Detroit’s New Center area





Even children will appreciate the Cultural Center, which, besides the fascinating Michigan Science Center, is home to the Detroit Children’s Museum (6134 2nd Ave., 313/873-8100), the country’s third-oldest children’s museum. Founded in 1917, this kid-friendly attraction is temporarily closed to the public due to lack of funding, and only open to Detroit-area public schools.


New Center


Situated about a mile north of the Cultural Center, the commercial district known as New Center (www.newcenterplace.com), which was named in part as an optimistic effort to replace the city’s ailing downtown, was once best known for its most famous resident, General Motors. The twin towers of GM’s corporate headquarters housed thousands of workers; for decades, its lavish 1st-floor showrooms were filled year-round with the latest models, hot off the drawing boards located in the upstairs offices.


Much to the chagrin of GM’s employees and executives, the corporate headquarters were surrounded by a once-fine neighborhood that had become seedy and derelict. With the clout and bankroll to pull off what few other companies in the world could at the time, GM spent millions upon millions buying, rehabbing, and reselling the old homes in the surrounding neighborhood—renamed New Center. The idea was to spruce up the company’s surroundings, draw its employees and other middle- and upper-income families back downtown, and, hopefully, spur more area redevelopment.


While the New Center neighborhood slowly began to improve, GM ended up leaving the area anyway and moving downtown to the Ren Cen in 1999. Since then, the GM building, which has since been renamed Cadillac Place, has struggled to attract tenants. Among those who have moved in are local health care offices as well as various government agencies of Michigan.


Of the New Center’s two main attractions, the Fisher Building (3011 W. Grand Blvd.) is perhaps the most interesting. Even if you’re not an architecture fan, it’s worth seeing for the dazzling ceiling mosaics alone. The Architectural League of New York recognized the Fisher Building as the world’s most beautiful commercial structure shortly after it was built in 1928. Albert Kahn, one of the city’s best-known architects, made lavish use of expensive materials, including 420 tons of bronze, marble, Minnesota granite, and 24-karat gold. Today, the building’s 30-story central tower and two 11-story wings house the Fisher Theatre, shops, restaurants, and office space.


Dwarfed by the Fisher Building and Cadillac Place is the diminutive Motown Museum (2648 W. Grand Blvd., 313/875-2264, www.motownmuseum.org, 10am-6pm Tues.-Sat. Sept.-June, 10am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-8pm Sat. July-Aug., $10 adults, $8 seniors 62 or older and children 5-12, children under 5 free). Known to many across the country as “Hitsville U.S.A.,” this is where the Motown Sound exploded from the now-legendary Studio A and soon had teenagers around the country “Dancin’ in the Streets.”


Berry Gordy Jr. bought the unremarkable two-story house in 1959 as a fledgling songwriter with a dream of managing singers. Today, the state historic site looks much as it would have in the early 1960s, with an office and tape library filled with reel-to-reel tape machines, company manuals, and newspaper clippings. The 2nd floor re-creates Gordy’s 1959-1960 apartment, where he and his staff would spend nights packing records to ship to radio stations around the country. The museum’s most prized display, however, is the original Studio A, where top tunes such as “Stop in the Name of Love” and “My Girl” were recorded. Diana Ross and the Supremes, Smokey Robinson and the Miracles, Martha Reeves and the Vandellas, Gladys Knight and the Pips, Lionel Ritchie and the Commodores, The Temptations, the Four Tops, the Marvelettes, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, and the Jackson Five all recorded in this studio during their early careers. Other artifacts on display in the two museum buildings (at its zenith, the company owned seven buildings along West Grand Boulevard) include rare photos, gold records, flashy costumes, and similar memorabilia. Just be advised that the museum is closed on major holidays and that cameras and cell phones are not allowed inside.


Mexicantown


The smell of fresh tortillas baking at the La Jalisciense Tortilla Factory (2650 Bagley St., 313/237-0008, www.tortillamundo.com) leads hungry diners and curious visitors to Bagley Street, the main thoroughfare of the city’s Mexican district. Located about five miles from downtown on the city’s southwest side, the neighborhood is divided by I-75, so there’s an eastern and western side, with shops, restaurants, and homes on both. Here’s where you’ll find colorful Mexican mercados and see elderly Mexican women, heads covered with an old-fashioned lace mantilla, praying with their rosaries in one of the historic churches, including Ste. Anne de Detroit Catholic Church (1000 Ste. Anne St., 313/496-1701, www.ste-anne.org, free), the city’s oldest, founded in 1701. During the summer, the area hosts a popular outdoor market on Sunday where you can pick up fresh chili peppers and other spicy souvenirs.


The Mexican restaurants grouped along the streets around Bagley provide the area’s main income and job base. Here, you’ll find authentic Mexican cuisine, such as salt-rimmed margaritas, soft-shell tacos full of spicy meat and onions, and soft, flaky sopaipillas that rival the best south of the border. Queen of them all is the Xochimilco Restaurant (3409 Bagley St., 313/843-0179, 11am-2am daily, $4-14), where Mexican art and the eyes of God cover the walls, and where weekend waits can stretch to over an hour. Many flock to Xochimilco for the inexpensive lunch specials, though other fans of Mexican fare may prefer less-crowded competitors, such as the Mexican Village Restaurant (2600 Bagley St., 313/237-0333, www.mexicanvillagefood.com, 11am-10pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-midnight Fri.-Sat., $5-21).


Entertainment and Events


NIGHTLIFE


When the sun goes down, the lights come on around the city. No matter what your style is, Detroit offers plenty of places where you can party and, more importantly, listen to good music, from alternative sounds at Saint Andrew’s Hall (431 E. Congress St., 313/961-6358 or 313/961-8961, www.saintandrewsdetroit.com, show times and ticket prices vary) to smooth jazz at the longstanding Baker’s Keyboard Lounge (20510 Livernois Ave., 313/345-6300, www.theofficialbakerskeyboardlounge.com, 11am-midnight Tues.-Thurs., 11am-2am Fri., 4pm-2am Sat., 1pm-midnight Sun.), which claims to be the world’s oldest jazz club. Another popular hangout is Flood’s Bar & Grille (731 St. Antoine St., 313/963-1090, www.floodsdetroit.com, 4pm-midnight Mon., 3pm-2am Tues.-Fri., 7pm-2am Sat.-Sun., $5-10 cover), which features jazz, R&B, sweet soul, or karaoke nightly.


CASINOS


In late 1996, city voters approved a controversial referendum permitting casino gambling within city limits. More than 15 years later, three casinos are now open—and remain controversial. Whether gambling is the struggling inner city’s angel or devil is still being decided, not only at the craps tables but also in the hearts of residents.




MORE THAN MOTOWN


Detroit has always been a complex town. Its many facets have spawned many monikers — not the least of which honors its status as the birthplace of a groundbreaking musical style. But Motown legends like Martha Reeves, Diana Ross, Smokey Robinson, Mary Wells, Gladys Knight, and Stevie Wonder aren’t the only musically oriented folks to have spent their formative years in and around Detroit. Southeastern Michigan has also nurtured a brood of well-known rock ’n’ rollers and hip-hop stars, including:


• Sonny Bono


• Alice Cooper


• Eminem


• Glenn Frey


• Bill Haley


• Madonna


• Ted Nugent


• Iggy Pop


• Kid Rock


• Bob Seger





For those who enjoy rolling the dice, options include MGM Grand Detroit (1777 3rd St., 877/888-2121, www.mgmgranddetroit.com), a flashy, art deco palace that draws its inspiration from the Hollywood of yesteryear and offers nearly 4,000 slot and video poker machines, roughly 100 table games, and a nonsmoking poker room. Beyond gaming activities, MGM Grand also features a full-service hotel, a sports pub, two Wolfgang Puck restaurants, a luxurious spa, four unique bars, a pulsating nightclub, and plenty of live entertainment. Motown in all its glory provides the theme for the locally owned MotorCity Casino Hotel (2901 Grand River Ave., 866/752-9622, www.motorcitycasino.com), housed in a former Wonder Bread warehouse and connected by skywalks to downtown restaurants and parking. In addition to a smoke-free poker room, 59 table games, and more than 2,900 slot and video poker machines, the MotorCity Casino encompasses a comfortable hotel, a relaxing spa, a roomy concert hall, and several dining options, from award-winning Iridescence to a delectable buffet. The Greektown Casino-Hotel (1200 St. Antoine St., 313/223-2999, www.greektowncasino.com), meanwhile, is the city’s most spacious, with Las Vegas-style gaming and easy access to the city’s liveliest neighborhood. As with its competitors, it, too, provides a stylish hotel, live entertainment, and various dining and nightlife options.


THE ARTS


Productions at the 5,048-seat Fox Theatre (2211 Woodward Ave., 313/471-3200 or 313/471-6611, www.olympiaentertainment.com, show times and ticket prices vary) include touring Broadway musicals, big-name concerts, restored film epics, and other special events. The tiny and jewel-like Gem & Century Theatres (333 Madison Ave., 313/963-9800, www.gemtheatre.com, show times and ticket prices vary) is a cabaret-style venue that has, since being relocated in the late 1990s, featured national comedy acts, small plays, and musical revues; today, it’s a popular spot for weddings and other special events. The restored Detroit Opera House (1526 Broadway St., 313/237-7464, www.michiganopera.org, show times and ticket prices vary), home of the Michigan Opera Theatre, attracts full-scale productions of opera, ballet, and Broadway musicals.


Other area theaters include The Fillmore Detroit (2115 Woodward Ave., 313/961-5451, www.thefillmoredetroit.com, show times and ticket prices vary), a live music venue built in 1925 as the State Theatre; the Music Hall Center for the Performing Arts (350 Madison St., 313/887-8500, www.musichall.org, show times and ticket prices vary), which features contemporary ballet, live concerts, music festivals, and more; and the Fisher Theatre (3011 W. Grand Blvd., 313/879-5433 or 313/872-1000, www.broadwayindetroit.com), which opened as a movie and vaudeville house in 1928 and now features both modern and classic Broadway shows. For classical music, consider the Max M. Fisher Music Center (3711 Woodward Ave., 313/576-5100 or 313/576-5111, www.dso.org, show times and ticket prices vary), home to the acclaimed Detroit Symphony Orchestra.


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


Detroit hosts numerous events and celebrations throughout the year, including January’s North American International Auto Show (COBO Center, 1 Washington Blvd., 248/643-0250 or 313/877-8777, www.naias.com, $13 adults, $7 seniors 65 and over and children 7-12, children under 7 free), which still offers the world a firsthand look of what cars will look like in the near and distant future. In early April, Greektown comes alive with the annual Detroit Greek Independence Day Parade (http://detroitgreekparade.blogspot.com, free), which is typically held on Monroe Street, the main thoroughfare of this historic enclave.


In 2009, the longstanding Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix, which, much to the chagrin of naturalists, used to take over the beloved island every Labor Day weekend, was indefinitely suspended, due to lack of funding. To the delight of many, however, this popular event returned to Belle Isle in the spring of 2013. Now, the weekend-long Chevrolet Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix (313/748-1800 or 866/464-7749, www.detroitgp.com) occurs in late May or early June and features various races on Belle Isle’s 2.3-mile road course, considered one of the most challenging in the world.


In late June, the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church holds the annual Opa! Fest (760 W. Wattles Rd., Troy, 248/362-9575, www.opafest.com, $2 pp, children under 12 free), a weekend filled with Greek music, traditional Greek folk dancing, Greek arts and crafts, cooking demonstrations, and, of course, Greek cuisine, from kabobs and gyros to pastries and wine. Another popular summertime event is the African World Festival (313/494-5824, free), which has been hosted by the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History (315 E. Warren Ave., 313/494-5800, www.thewright.org, 9am-5pm Tues.-Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun., $8 adults, $5 seniors 62 and over and children 3-12, children under 3 free) for the past three decades. Usually taking place in mid-August, this beloved festival features world music, jazz and blues, a folk village, an international marketplace, ethnic cuisine, traditional dances, and other tantalizing diversions.




ELMORE LEONARD’S MOTOR CITY


Born in New Orleans, Elmore John Leonard Jr. (1925-2013), the son of a General Motors employee, spent the bulk of his adolescent and teenage years in Detroit. Following high school, he served in the U.S. Navy for three years. After graduating from the University of Detroit with an English and philosophy degree, he began to write ad copy for clients like Chevrolet. Eventually, however, his love of fiction proved to be too great an urge to resist.


While maintaining his advertising job, he began to pen Western stories, popular in the 1950s. When the Western market shrank a decade later, Leonard decided to focus on a full-time writing career. Soon, he’d crafted his first crime novel, The Big Bounce (1969). Over the ensuing years, he continued to write crime novels (often set in his hometown), gradually gaining a loyal cult following. Adapting several of his stories into screenplays helped to fund his fiction career — until the publication of two bestsellers propelled Time to christen him the “Dickens from Detroit” in 1984.


For the next three decades, Leonard, who lived in a Detroit suburb until his death, continued to write best-selling crime novels and short stories, some of which have become popular films and television shows, including Get Shorty (1995), Jackie Brown (1997), Out of Sight (1998), Killshot (2008), Justified (2010-present), and Freaky Deaky (2012). Even his Western tales have made a resurgence: In 2007, Russell Crowe and Christian Bale starred in 3:10 to Yuma, the second adaptation of his eponymous short story.


If you’re curious about Leonard’s sharp-tongued take on gritty Detroit, visit the author’s official website (www.elmoreleonard.com) or consider perusing the following titles:


UNKNOWN MAN NO. 89 (1977)


When a skillful Detroit process server is hired to search for a missing stockholder, he becomes the unwitting target of a lethal triple-cross.


THE SWITCH (1978)


Hoping to make some easy ransom money, two ex-cons kidnap the wife of a Detroit developer who, unfortunately for them, has no desire to get her back.


CITY PRIMEVAL (1980)


A dedicated homicide detective strives to stop a psychopathic murderer in the Motor City.


TOUCH (1987)


A former Franciscan monk with faith-healing powers finds it difficult to be a saint in the city.


FREAKY DEAKY (1988)


After his fishy suspension from the Detroit police force, a determined sergeant must uncover a web of scams, perpetrated by an ex-con, a former Black Panther, a movie dynamite expert, and an alcoholic auto industry heir.


OUT OF SIGHT (1996)


A career thief forms an unlikely relationship with a sexy U.S. marshal, which leads them both from sunny Florida to the gritty streets and posh suburbs of Detroit.


MR. PARADISE (2004)


When two roommates — a lingerie model and an escort — get involved with a retired Detroit-based lawyer, murder, greed, and pandemonium ensue.


UP IN HONEY’S ROOM (2007)


In World War II-era Detroit, a young U.S. marshal befriends a free-spirited American woman in the hopes that she’ll lead him to her husband — a German-born butcher who’s giving shelter to German prisoners of war, perhaps even the marshal’s latest target.





Over Labor Day weekend, there’s at least one event worth attending. From Hart Plaza to Cadillac Square, the Detroit Jazz Festival (313/447-1248, www.detroitjazzfest.com, free) presents a wide array of open-air concerts and a world-class selection of music masters—the largest free jam in the world. Festival attendees can also experience lively interviews, panel discussions, and presentations by musicians, journalists, and jazz radio hosts. Throughout the year, festival organizers and the Detroit public school system offer a “Jazz Infusion Program,” designed to teach students improvisation and other jazz-related skills in an effort to support the city’s vital jazz community and ensure its survival.


Shopping


GM RENAISSANCE CENTER


Downtown shoppers can spend at least a couple of hours browsing the boutiques inside the Ren Cen (100 Renaissance Center, 313/567-3126, www.gmrencen.com). Options run the gamut, from The Runway (313/568-7977, 10am-6pm Mon.-Fri., 11am-4pm Sat.-Sun.), which sells high-end men’s and women’s apparel, to the charming Renaissance 500 Shoppe (313/259-6510, 7am-5:30pm Mon.-Fri.), where the friendly staff provides fine tobacco products and other specialty items.


EASTERN MARKET


There is one place in the city where old and young, Eastsider and Westsider, black and white meet. Bring your wagon or grocery bag to the historic Eastern Market (2934 Russell St., 313/833-9300, www.detroiteasternmarket.com), between Mack and Gratiot Avenues, on a Saturday morning, and you’ll find a fragment of old Detroit, a colorful cornucopia of smells, sights, and sounds. In a city that’s known great cycles of boom and bust, Eastern Market is as perennial as the fruit and flowers it sells.


Built on the site of an early hay and wood market, this bustling, six-block area near Greektown has lured Detroiters since 1891. Shoppers come to buy meat, cheese, produce, fruit, and flowers from large, open-air stalls and wholesale/retail specialty shops. Many wholesalers are the descendants of the Belgian, German, and Polish farmers who frequented the market generations ago, or the Italian and Lebanese merchants who began catering to the booming city in the 1920s.


Saturdays are busiest, when the farmers market runs 6am-4pm and thousands of shoppers pour into the area to browse, bargain, and buy among goods that range from fresh chitlins to fresh cilantro. Highlights include the flower stalls (the market is the largest bedding center in the world) and the aromas at Germack’s, the oldest pistachio importer in the United States.



Sports and Recreation



SPECTATOR SPORTS


The Motor City boasts more professional sports teams than most major U.S. cities, and Detroiters are among the country’s most loyal fans, with thousands cheering on the home teams at Lions football, Pistons and Shock basketball, Tigers baseball, and Red Wings hockey games. Most are played at sparkling modern suburban stadiums, much like their counterparts across the country.


Historic Tiger Stadium, which once stood at Michigan Avenue and Trumbull Street, was demolished in 2009. Legendary and longtime home to the Detroit Tigers (http://detroit.tigers.mlb.com), it was replaced in April 2000 by the glitzy Comerica Park (2100 Woodward Ave., 313/962-4000 or 866/668-4437), where baseball games usually take place April-October. While it will never be Tiger Stadium, Comerica Park certainly has its fans. With a family-friendly philosophy that includes a Ferris wheel and a pedestrian museum, it has attracted city and national attention as one of the best of the new breed of ballparks. The location in the heart of the vintage Theater District is also prime.




[image: image]


Comerica Park





Just east of Comerica Park is the relatively new Ford Field (2000 Brush St., 313/262-2013), which is home to the Detroit Lions (www.detroitlions.com) and typically features football games September-December. Basketball lovers, meanwhile, can seek out the NBA’s Detroit Pistons (www.nba.com/pistons) or the WNBA’s Detroit Shock (www.wnba.com/shock) at The Palace (6 Championship Dr., Auburn Hills, 248/377-0100, www.palacenet.com) November-April, and, of course, hockey fans can cheer on the Detroit Red Wings (http://redwings.nhl.com) at Joe Louis Arena (19 Steve Yzerman Dr., 313/396-7000 or 313/471-6606, www.olympiaentertainment.com) October-April.



BIKING



If you’re looking for a leisurely bike ride, head to William G. Milliken State Park and Harbor (1900 Atwater St., 313/396-0217, free), which was formerly known as Tri-Centennial Park and now offers a bike path not far from the Detroit River. Experienced bikers, on the other hand, should head beyond the city limits, where the Highland Recreation Area (5200 E. Highland Rd., White Lake, 248/889-3750, www.michigan.gov/dnr, 8am-10pm daily) offers 16 miles of trails that make up some of the area’s most challenging mountain biking routes. Another option is Pinckney State Recreation Area (8555 Silver Hill Rd., Pinckney, 734/426-4913, www.michigan.gov/dnr), home to the 17-mile Potawatomi Trail, which has been ranked in the nation’s top 10 routes and also caters to hikers and, in winter, cross-country skiers. To enter the two recreation areas, an annual Recreation Passport is required for both residents ($11 vehicles, $5 motorcycles) and nonresidents ($30.50 vehicles or motorcycles); luckily, though, these passports will allow you access to all of the Michigan state parks and recreation areas that charge a fee.


BOATING AND FISHING


Given Detroit’s proximity to the Detroit River, Lake Erie, and Lake St. Clair, it might come as no surprise that boating and fishing are popular activities here. If you don’t have a boat of your own, simply contact the Michigan Charter Boat Association (MCBA, 800/622-2971, www.michigancharterboats.com), which can help you locate and join sailing excursions and fishing charters. Of course, if don’t want to stray too far, head to William G. Milliken State Park and Harbor (1900 Atwater St., 313/396-0217, free), which offers easy access to shore fishing alongside the Detroit River.


WINTER ACTIVITIES


As with the rest of Michigan, Detroit certainly gets its share of snow and ice during the winter months. So, if you enjoy cold-weather diversions, you’re in luck. Ice skating, ice fishing, sledding, tobogganing, cross-country skiing, and downhill skiing are all popular in and around the city. Ice skaters, for example, can head to Campus Martius Park (800 Woodward Ave., www.campusmartiuspark.org, 7am-10pm), a 2.5-acre public square and year-round entertainment venue that also features a world-class rink during the winter. Apparently, even national and Olympic ice-skating champions have performed here. Another option for wintertime recreationists is Lake Erie Metropark (32481 W. Jefferson, Brownstown, 734/379-5020, www.metroparks.com, 6am-10pm daily, $7/vehicle daily, $20-30/vehicle annually), a 1,607-acre recreation area that lies about 27 miles south of downtown Detroit. Here, cross-country skiers can embrace 4.25 miles of marked, groomed trails; ice-fishing enthusiasts can search for perch, bass, and other species on Lake Erie; and sledders can plummet down a large hill near the wave pool complex.



Accommodations



Detroit offers hotels, motels, and inns to suit all budgets. Although most downtown accommodations are of the business-class, hotel-chain variety, you’ll even find a few Victorian-style inns and casino resorts.


UNDER $150


Close to downtown attractions, the Hotel St. Regis (3071 W. Grand Blvd., 313/873-3000 or 855/408-7738, www.hotelstregisdetroit.com, $94-144 d) provides 124 renovated rooms and suites, free wireless Internet access, valet parking ($20 daily), a 24-hour business center, and an on-site restaurant, La Musique (6am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 8am-11pm Fri.-Sat., 8am-10pm Sun.). West of Detroit’s stadiums and theaters, the 150-room Corktown Inn (1331 Trumbull St., 313/496-1400, www.corktowninn.com, $70-100 d) is a solid option for budget-conscious travelers who need little more than clean beds, laundry services, free parking, wireless Internet access, and proximity to Detroit’s main attractions.


$150-300


If you don’t mind paying a bit more, then consider the M Atheneum Suite Hotel (1000 Brush Ave., 313/962-2323 or 800/772-2323, www.atheneumsuites.com, $199-259 d), downtown’s best all-suite hotel. Located in the heart of Greektown, it borrows classical motifs from the surrounding neighborhood in its 174 luxury suites, all with separate living rooms, marble bathrooms, free wireless Internet access, and other convenient amenities. Wheelchair-accessible suites are also available here.


Another solid option is the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center (GM Renaissance Center, 400 Renaissance Dr., 313/568-8000 or 888/236-2427, www.marriott.com, $179-299 d), which provides terrific views of the Detroit River as well as easy access to the Ren Cen’s shops and restaurants, Detroit’s three casinos, and the tunnel to Windsor, Canada. Here, you can also enjoy high-speed Internet access, a fitness center, a business center, and an on-site restaurant.


For traditional chain lodgings, consider the Hilton Garden Inn Detroit Downtown (351 Gratiot Ave., 313/967-0900, www.hiltongardeninn.com, $159-229 d), set within the Harmonie Park neighborhood, only a block from Comerica Park and Ford Field. Housing 198 rooms and suites, the Hilton also offers free wireless Internet access, a business center, two on-site restaurants, a fitness center, an indoor pool, and plenty of wheelchair-accessible features. Another mid-range option is the Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites Detroit Downtown (1020 Washington Blvd., 313/887-7000 or 888/233-0353, www.ihg.com, $150-180 d), which lies halfway between the MGM Grand Detroit and Greektown Casino-Hotel, and within walking distance of Campus Martius Park. Besides affordable guest rooms, the Holiday Inn also features suites with fully equipped kitchens, plus a fitness center, an indoor heated pool, a 24-hour business center, valet parking ($20 daily), free high-speed Internet access, and a complimentary breakfast bar. You might also try Courtyard Detroit Downtown (333 E. Jefferson Ave., 313/222-7700 or 888/236-2427, www.marriott.com, $159-219 d), with 260 oversized rooms, free wireless Internet access, an extensive health club, an enormous indoor pool, and an outdoor aboveground tennis court/running track that offers terrific views of the city’s surrounding vintage architecture.


CASINO RESORTS


For even more amenities, consider staying at one of Detroit’s three downtown casino resorts. The shimmering M MGM Grand Detroit (1777 3rd St., 888/646-3387 or 877/888-2121, www.mgmgranddetroit.com, $249-499 d) houses an enormous gaming space, a full-service spa, pampering hotel rooms, live entertainment, four unique bars, a lively nightclub, and several dining options, including the Wolfgang Puck Pizzeria & Cucina as well as Wolfgang Puck Steak. The MotorCity Casino Hotel (2901 Grand River Ave., 866/752-9622, www.motorcitycasino.com, $223-332 d) also promises more than Las Vegas-style games, including a 24-hour fitness center, a luxurious spa, live concerts, varied dining options, and 400 stylish, state-of-the-art rooms and suites. Even Greektown has its own resort, the Greektown Casino-Hotel (1200 St. Antoine St., 313/223-2999 or 877/424-5554, www.greektowncasino.com, $99-249 d), which offers several restaurants, a video poker lounge, a wide range of gaming tables and slot machines, and amenities like ergonomic desks, plush bedding, and free parking.


Food


GREEKTOWN


Greektown is a delightful place come mealtime, and most Detroiters have their favorite Greektown restaurant. Top choices include the New Parthenon (547 Monroe St., 313/963-8888, www.newparthenon.com, 11am-3am daily, $9-24), which serves various salads, sandwiches, kabobs, gyro platters, and seafood dishes, and the upscale M Pegasus Taverna (558 Monroe St., 313/964-6800, www.pegasustavernas.com, 11am-1am Mon.-Thurs., 11am-3am Fri.-Sat., 11am-midnight Sun., $7-32), which offers specialties like a tart avgolemono (chicken lemon soup), flaky spinach pie, pastitsio (Greek macaroni), and flaming saganaki cheese, lit with a flourish and a cry of “Opa!” from the waiter. Afterward, many diners wander over to the popular M Astoria Pastry Shop (541 Monroe St., 313/963-9603, www.astoriapastryshop.com, 8am-midnight Sun.-Thurs., 8am-1am Fri.-Sat., $2-11) for baklava and other Greek and European pastries laid out neatly behind gleaming glass counters. Incidentally, the Pegasus Taverna has a second location in St. Claire Shores, while the Astoria Pastry Shop also offers its treats to the residents of Royal Oak, so even in the suburbs, you can sample the flavors of Greektown.


Of course, not everything worth seeing in Greektown is Greek. PizzaPapalis Taverna (553 Monroe St., 313/961-8020, www.pizzapapalis.com, 11am-1am daily, $5-24) is where Motown meets the Windy City. Only the name is Greek: Deep-dish pies are the specialty. Meanwhile, M Fishbone’s (400 Monroe St., 313/965-4600, www.fishbonesusa.com, 6:30am-midnight Sun.-Thurs., 6:30am-1am Fri.-Sat., $9-65) is a New Orleans-inspired eatery that opened in the mid-1980s and has been jammed ever since. It serves up surprisingly authentic gumbo and jambalaya, in addition to ribs, steaks, seafood, and sushi, and you can usually expect live music on Friday and Saturday nights. Given its popularity, it’s no wonder that there are also locations in Southfield and St. Claire Shores.


THEATER DISTRICT


Detroit’s impressive Theater District is home to more than just gorgeously restored entertainment venues; it also boasts a decent array of restaurants, which, depending on the hours, might be ideal for a post-game or pre-show meal. Located behind the Comerica Park scoreboard, the Elwood Bar & Grill (300 Adams Ave., 313/962-2337, www.elwoodgrill.com, 11am-2pm Mon.-Tues., 11am-8pm Wed.-Sat., $6-9) might just be Detroit’s most recognizable art deco-style diner. Built in 1936 by local architect Charles Noble, relocated in 1997, and subsequently renovated, the Elwood is, not surprisingly, a popular spot for sports fans, particularly given its menu items, which range from chicken wings and Coney-style hot dogs to patty melts and club sandwiches. Another equally casual option is the M Hockeytown Cafe (2301 Woodward Ave., 313/471-3400, www.hockeytowncafe.com, 11am-close Mon.-Sat., Sunday hours vary, $8-19). Though not far from the Fox Theatre, this bustling sports bar is, as the name implies, more popular among sports fans headed to or from the nearby Comerica Park and Ford Field. During hockey season, patrons can even hop the restaurant’s free shuttles to the Joe Louis Arena. Diners here can anticipate frequent drink specials; vittles like chicken wings, salads, pizza, ribs, and burgers; and a host of high-definition TVs broadcasting a variety of sporting events. Curiously, there are also gluten-free options on the menu, from nachos to breadless sandwiches.




CONEY CUISINE


Philly may have the cheese steak and Chicago its deep-dish pie, but Detroit has the Coney Island. No, not the amusement park — the hot dog. Detroiters take their coneys very seriously, downing thousands of these hot dogs annually. Curiously, the name Coney Island serves simultaneously as both a destination and a dish.


Family-owned and operated since 1917, American Coney Island (114 W. Lafayette, 586/219-0995, www.americanconeyisland.com) is the place where a wiener with skin, beanless chili, onions, and mustard was first called “one with everything.” Although this beloved 24-hour eatery now also serves soups, salads, desserts, and spinach pie, it’s the dogs that lure a clientele ranging from cops on the beat to fur-clad suburbanites grabbing a bite after a show at the Fox Theatre. American Coney Island has garnered the respect of a long list of celebrities, too, including Michigan governors, famous musicians and athletes, and well-known actors like Bill Cosby, Tim Allen, and Jeff Daniels.





EASTERN MARKET


After shopping in the Eastern Market, head over to the Roma Café (3401 Riopelle St., 313/831-5940, www.romacafe.com, 11am-10pm Mon.-Fri., 11am-11pm Sat., $14-29), Detroit’s oldest Italian restaurant, established in 1890. While classic dishes such as gnocchi, lasagna, eggplant parmigiana, and tiramisu abound here, you’ll also find treats like breaded frog legs, filet mignon, and broiled whitefish.


WOODWARD AVENUE


If you get hungry while exploring the Cultural Center, stop by the M Majestic Café (4140 Woodward Ave., 313/833-9700, www.majesticdetroit.com, 11am-10pm Wed.-Thurs., 11am-midnight Fri.-Sat., 10am-10pm Sun., $8-22), an eclectic eatery offering hummus, fish tacos, baked ziti, soft-shell crab po-boys, and more. It packs in the Wayne State University and Detroit Medical Center crowds at lunch. For a decidedly fancier experience, make a reservation at M The Whitney (4421 Woodward Ave., 313/832-5700, www.thewhitney.com, 8am-10pm Mon.-Fri., 5pm-10pm Sat., 11am-2:30pm and 4pm-8pm Sun., $28-79), Detroit’s grandest restaurant, housed in an ornate 120-year-old mansion and offering live entertainment on weekends, plus exquisite dishes such as beef Wellington, stuffed lobster, roasted lamb rack, and bourbon-glazed salmon. A prix-fixe theater menu is also available. In addition, with a 48-hour advance reservation, you can enjoy high afternoon tea on weekdays, and the trendy Ghostbar is open 5pm-close Monday-Saturday.


NEW CENTER DISTRICT


Even the New Center district has its own gem: the M Cuisine Restaurant (670 Lothrop Rd., 313/872-5110, www.cuisinerestaurant.com, 5pm-close Tues.-Sun., $22-32), situated behind the Fisher Building. If you’re willing to spend a fair amount, treat yourself to one of Chef Paul Grosz’s progression menus ($50-80 pp), which might include dishes like white and green asparagus, creamed Maine lobster with leeks and tapioca, almond-crusted soft-shell crabs, roasted Alaskan halibut, wild sturgeon with potato gnocchi, and strawberry Charlotte. The restaurant also offers vegetarian options and a superb wine list.


Information and Services


INFORMATION


For free information about Detroit, consult the Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau (211 W. Fort St., Ste. 1000, 313/202-1800 or 800/338-7648, www.visitdetroit.com, 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri.). The two daily newspapers, the Detroit News (www.detnews.com) and the Detroit Free Press (www.freep.com) are supplemented by a wide variety of suburban dailies and weeklies, as well as the weekly Detroit Metro Times (www.metrotimes.com). The Metro Times is the city’s first—and most successful—alternative rag, with thoughtful reporting on a variety of civic and social issues, extensive entertainment listings (a great place to check out your options on any given night), and consciousness-raising (if not eyebrow-raising) classifieds and want ads. It’s distributed freely at bins throughout the city and suburbs. Another good read is Hour Detroit (www.hourdetroit.com), a tabloid-size, full-color magazine that’s full of thought-provoking and entertaining editorials.


Local radio and television stations, such as Detroit’s ABC affiliate WXYZ (www.wxyz.com), are also excellent sources for regional information. Pick up a copy of the Detroit News or check the website (www.detnews.com) for a list of channels.


SERVICES


As a major urban center, Detroit has no shortage of necessary services, from banks to mailing centers to grocery stores. The metropolitan area boasts several post offices, including one inside the Ren Cen. For locations and hours, contact the United States Postal Service (USPS, 800/275-8777, www.usps.com).


Dial 911 for emergency police, fire, or ambulance assistance. In nonemergency situations, contact the Detroit Police Department (1301 3rd St., 313/596-2200 or 313/596-1300, www.detroitmi.gov); you can also dial 311 within the city limits. Remember, too, that the area code for Detroit and Dearborn telephone numbers is 313, while the area codes for Oakland County (including Birmingham, Royal Oak, Pontiac, and most of the northern suburbs) are 248 and 947.


For medical assistance, you’ll find several hospitals in the metropolitan area. One option is the Detroit Medical Center (DMC, 888/362-2500, www.dmc.org), which has a number of facilities in the vicinity.



Getting There and Around



Most international travelers arrive by air, while American tourists tend to come via train, bus, or car.


GETTING THERE


By Plane


The Detroit Metropolitan-Wayne County Airport (DTW, 1 Detroit Metropolitan Airport Tram, 734/247-7678, www.metroairport.com), also known as the Detroit Metro Airport, spreads out over some 7,000 acres, 21 miles southwest of the city in Romulus, just off I-94 and Merriman Road. With 12 airlines, including 4 foreign, Detroit Metro offers service to more than 160 nonstop destinations. Consult the website for current carriers, which range from Air Canada to United.


Sedan or limo service from the airport to downtown hotels and area suburbs (and vice versa) is available by reservation. Typically, a one-way ride costs $31-98, depending on the destination. For more information, contact Metro Airport Taxi (800/745-5191, www.metroairporttaxi.org), Metro Airport Limo (734/322-0240 or 800/654-1215, www.dtwmetrotaxi.com), Metroride (248/666-0222 or 800/320-1683, www.detroitmetroairport.com), or Rendezvous Limousine (800/875-4667, www.rendezvous-limo.com).


Detroit Metro also has many car rental services: some on-site, others off-site but accessible via a dedicated shuttle service. For details, consult Avis (800/331-1212, www.avis.com), Budget (800/527-0700, www.budget.com), and Enterprise (800/325-8007, www.enterprise.com), or peruse the listings on the DTW website.


By Train


Via the Michigan Services route, Amtrak (800/872-7245, www.amtrak.com) offers convenient daily service to five metro area stops: Dearborn, Detroit, Royal Oak, Birmingham, and Pontiac. The downtown station is located at 11 West Baltimore Avenue in the New Center, while the suburban Dearborn stop is situated at 16121 Michigan Avenue.


By Bus


Greyhound (800/231-2222, www.greyhound.com) serves downtown Detroit (1001 Howard St., 313/961-8011, 5:30am-1:30am daily). Be extra careful at this station—it’s not located in the best part of town. Daytime arrivals and departures are always a good idea.


By Car


Many travelers arrive in the Detroit area via car. While several federal and state highways make it easy to navigate the Motor City, most motorists rely on interstates to reach Detroit. If you’re headed from Flint, for instance, take I-75 South to downtown Detroit; without traffic, the 69-mile trip usually takes about an hour. From Toledo, on the other hand, head north on I-75 for about 61 miles; without traffic, you should arrive in downtown Detroit in roughly an hour. From Lansing, meanwhile, take I-96 East, which passes through Farmington Hills and Southfield en route to Detroit’s Mexicantown; this particular route covers about 90 miles and normally requires about 80-90 minutes of driving. I-94 is another handy route into the city; from Ann Arbor to the west, it’s roughly 45 miles (or 45 minutes, without traffic) via I-94 East to Detroit, while from Port Huron to the northeast, it’s approximately 63 miles (or an hour, without traffic) via I-94 West to Detroit. If you’re headed from Chicago, you can also utilize I-94 East to reach Detroit; without traffic, the 283-mile trip normally takes about four hours. Just be advised that, en route from the Windy City, you’ll encounter the Indiana Toll Road.



GETTING AROUND



By Car


Detroit, not surprisingly, is full of freeways. I-75 is the major north-south thoroughfare, with I-96, I-696, and I-94 heading east-west. Avoid traveling any of these routes during rush hours (generally 6am-10am and 3pm-7pm) or allow plenty of extra time. It’s wise to seek out alternate routes such as I-275, which splits off from I-696, and to pick up a map of the area to ensure that you don’t get lost (which is an easy thing to do).


Of course, if you’ve arrived in Detroit via plane, train, bus, boat, or some other means, and you don’t have a car of your own, there’s no need to worry. Rental car companies—including Avis, Budget, and more—can be found at the Detroit Metro Airport. Likewise, you can also rely on taxis to navigate the city. Checker Cab (313/963-7000, www.checkercab-det.com, $2.50/pickup, $1.60/mile), for instance, has been driving passengers around the greater Detroit area since 1921. From the airport to downtown hotels, it typically costs about $40 per trip, while it’s roughly $10 from downtown Detroit to the New Center district. Typically, a waiting charge will run you about $15 per hour or more.


Whether you rely on your own or someone else’s vehicle, just remember that seat belts are required by Michigan law; in other words, all drivers, front-seat passengers, and children 8-15 years old must wear seat belts while in a moving vehicle. Otherwise, law enforcement officials can (and often do) stop and ticket motorists solely for not being buckled up.


Mass Transit


Most would agree that mass transit in Detroit is a joke. (This is the city that invented the car, after all.) The Detroit Department of Transportation (DDOT) is the state’s largest transit system; it serves Detroit and 25 suburban communities. DDOT buses and bus stops are recognizable by their trademark green and yellow colors.
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Detroit People Mover





Buses operate on 50 routes during the day and evenings from 6am until approximately 1am; 14 of the most popular routes operate 24 hours daily. Consult DDOT (313/933-1300 or 888/336-8287, www.ci.detroit.mi.us/ddot, one-way $1.50 adults, $0.75 students, $0.50 seniors) for routes and schedules.


While downtown, you can also take advantage of the Detroit People Mover (313/224-2160 or 800/541-7245, www.thepeoplemover.com, 6:30am-midnight Mon.-Thurs., 6:30am-2am Fri., 9am-2am Sat., noon-midnight Sun.), which admittedly never quite lived up to the high expectations. Still, it’s a handy way to travel, with a bird’s-eye view of the city from its elevated track. For 75 cents, you’ll get a 15-minute ride along a three-mile track that circles the heart of the business district. Even if you don’t ride, it’s worth a visit to check out the 13 People Mover stations, which boast works by local artists. The Detroit People Mover operates through the city’s notable areas, including the Civic Center, Greektown, and the Theater District, with easy access to major attractions, such as the GM Renaissance Center and the Joe Louis Arena.


Windsor, Ontario


A city of 211,000, Windsor sits along the southern banks of the Detroit River, just across from the Motor City. “Civilized” is the word that comes to mind when Detroiters talk about Windsor. Although separated only by a river, this Canadian city has a virtually nonexistent crime rate, a full plate of excellent restaurants, and a friendly and civic-minded populace who are happy to welcome Yanks. Detroiters have long shuttled back and forth to enjoy Windsor’s restaurants, casinos, European-style shops, terrific riverfront views, and, yes, strip clubs.


SIGHTS


The Windsor Wood Carving Museum (850 Ouellette Ave., 519/977-0823, www.windsorwoodcarvingmuseum.ca, 10am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-4pm Sat., donation suggested) offers a glimpse into historical carvings as well as contemporary work by some of Canada’s finest craftspeople. The expansive one-room museum allows for close-up viewing of most of the pieces. The Park House Museum (King’s Navy Yard Park, 214 Dalhousie St., Amherstburg, 519/736-2511, www.parkhousemuseum.com, 11am-4pm daily June-Aug., 11am-4pm Mon.-Fri. Sept.-May, $2 adults, $1.50 seniors, $1 children), meanwhile, has the unique distinction of being the oldest house in the Windsor area and the oldest house from Detroit. The house was built near the mouth of the Rouge River in Detroit in the 1790s, but when the city was turned over to the Americans with the signing of the Jay Treaty, Alexander MacKintosh, a loyalist to the crown, moved the house to Amherstburg in 1796.


SHOPPING


Wander Ouellette Avenue, the main drag, and the narrow streets surrounding it. Shops are full of imported clothing and books (both new and used, many with British publishers), and the T-shirt stands are ubiquitous. One standout is Shanfields-Meyers (188 Ouellette Ave., 519/253-6098, www.shanfields.com, 10am-5pm daily), a family-owned business that opened in 1946 and now houses a sparkling array of crystal, including a whole room devoted to Waterford, and a wide selection of discounted china and gifts.


ACCOMMODATIONS AND FOOD


Accommodations


Windsor is full of nice hotels, including the Windsor Riverside Inn (333 W. Riverside Dr., 519/977-9777 or 800/267-9777, www.windsorriversideinn.com, $105-159 d), which is conveniently located near downtown Windsor and the Detroit River and offers spectacular views of the Detroit skyline. It also features pet-friendly rooms, a fitness center, an indoor pool and sauna, a 24-hour business center, complimentary Internet access, and free parking. For an equally affordable stay, try the pet-friendly Travelodge Hotel Downtown Windsor (33 E. Riverside Dr., 519/258-7774, www.travelodge.com, $95-150 d), which offers free wireless Internet access, a fitness center, a heated indoor pool, an on-site restaurant, and proximity to Caesars Windsor.
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a view of the Ambassador Bridge





Of course, if you’re looking for a bit more luxury, consider staying at Caesars Windsor (377 E. Riverside Dr., 800/991-7777, www.caesarswindsor.com, $110-233 d) itself, the city’s premier gambling resort. Boasting 758 luxurious rooms and suites in two towers that overlook the Detroit River, Caesars also provides amenities like full concierge service and complimentary valet parking. It doesn’t hurt that you’ll also have easy access to various table games and slot machines, a world-class poker room, live concerts and comedy shows, several stylish bars, upscale shops, a soothing spa, an indoor pool, a fully equipped gym with incredible views, and several restaurants, from Taza, a Mediterranean grill, to Neros, a superb steakhouse.


Food


While the shopping is good in Windsor, it doesn’t compare to the eating. Top restaurants include The Cook’s Shop Restaurant (683 Ouellette Ave., 519/254-3377, http://cooksshoprestaurant.wordpress.com, 5pm-10pm Tues.-Thurs. and Sun., 5pm-11pm Fri.-Sat., $15-24), a tiny basement eatery where everything is homemade, including the melt-in-your-mouth gnocchi, tortellini, and other pastas prepared tableside on a rolling cart. Another option, The Mini (475 W. University Ave., 519/254-2221, 11:30am-10pm Tues.-Fri., 5pm-10pm Sat., 4pm-8pm Sun., $7-14) started out with one tiny room (hence the name) and then expanded as the restaurant’s Vietnamese cuisine and fruit slushes caught on with diners from Windsor and across the way.


INFORMATION


For more information about Windsor, consult Tourism Windsor, Essex, Pelee Island (333 W. Riverside Dr., Ste. 103, Windsor, Ontario, 519/255-6530 or 800/265-3633, www.tourismwindsoressex.com, 8:30am-4:30pm Mon.-Fri.).


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


While Windsor has its own airport—the Windsor International Airport (YQG, 3200 CR-42, 519/969-2430, www.yqg.ca)—most visitors will probably be making a day trip from Detroit via car. Two routes connect Detroit and Windsor: the Ambassador Bridge (www.ambassadorbridge.com, one-way $5 passenger vehicles and motorcycles, $10 buses) and the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel (www.dwtunnel.com, one-way to Windsor $4.75 passenger and commercial vehicles, $8.50 buses, one-way to Detroit $4.50 passenger and commercial vehicles, $8.50 buses). Claustrophobes tend to opt for the bridge, though the tunnel is faster and more direct.


If you don’t have your own car, you can always rent a vehicle or hire a taxi or sedan at the Detroit Metro Airport. Checker Cab (313/963-7000, www.checkercab-det.com, $2.50 per pickup, $1.60 per mile), for instance, charges about $46 for a one-way trip from the airport to downtown Windsor, while, for the same trip, Metro Airport Taxi (800/745-5191, www.metroairporttaxi.org) usually charges passengers around $75, which includes airport fees and toll charges.


Just remember that this is an international border, and nowadays, U.S. citizens must confirm both proof of identity and proof of citizenship (by using, for instance, a driver’s license and a birth certificate) in order to enter Canada. Unfortunately, returning to the United States will require a valid U.S. passport.


The Suburbs


Ironically, the same fast cars that made the Motor City what it was in its heyday are also what crippled it. Bigger and better cars, and more and more efficient freeways only served to take Detroiters farther and farther away from the core city. Most suburbs are bedroom communities that bear little interest for the visitor. Some exceptions include Hamtramck, a Polish neighborhood north of downtown Detroit; Dearborn, where Henry Ford was born and eventually inspired what has become one of the state’s largest tourist attractions; Royal Oak, home to the Detroit Zoo; Birmingham, an enclave of chic boutiques and fine art galleries; and Grosse Pointe, where Lake Shore Drive still boasts some of the area’s finest homes.


M HAMTRAMCK


“A Touch of Europe in America,” reads the sign approaching Hamtramck (www.hamtramck.com), a Polish stronghold since World War I. Given that its residents have stubbornly withstood annexation, this curious community has survived as a “city within a city,” 2.5 square miles completely within Detroit city limits.


Named for a German-French Canadian colonel who served during the post-Revolutionary Indian Wars, the strange-sounding hamlet was settled as a village of mostly German farms in 1901, but a new Dodge auto factory and its promise of jobs swelled the population from 3,589 to 45,615 between 1910 and 1920—the largest increase anywhere in the United States. Many were Polish immigrants, earning Hamtramck the nickname “Little Poland.” Today, the auto plant is closed and the Polish population has dropped from 90 percent to about 40 percent (the slack is taken up by Albanians and African Americans), but the nickname and culture remain.
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