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the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth’s stunning architecture
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great egret at the Trinity River Audubon Center
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The Wild Detectives bookstore and cafe.





Big oil and big hair, cowboys and cattle fields—these are the images of Dallas and Fort Worth that prevail.


Established as a profitable trading post on the banks of the Trinity River, Dallas grew into a vibrant community of merchants, and then a cosmopolitan city as the center of the Texas oil boom. With all that money and status came wealthy socialites with sky-high hair, designer clothing, and flashy BMW convertibles. Thirty miles away, cowboys herded millions of cattle down the Chisholm Trail, founding Fort Worth as the “place where the West begins.” That city’s western culture continues to thrive.


Over the years, however, all kinds of people moved here and the cities have changed. Transplants from both coasts have set down roots in DFW, influencing the region’s dining and shopping scenes with a homegrown, handmade philosophy. Today, diversity is everywhere, from the colorful quinceañera celebrations in Oak Cliff to the massive Korean spa center in Northwest Dallas. The Fort Worth Cultural District boasts world-renowned art museums full of Picassos and Andy Warhols. Punk rock bars and craft breweries are peppered in with the more classic jazz clubs and dance halls in Deep Ellum. Historic cemeteries preserve the region’s heritage in West Dallas while restaurant rows in Trinity Groves and on Fort Worth’s Magnolia Avenue showcase modern redevelopment.


Look beyond the rodeos and honky-tonks and Dallas and Fort Worth will defy your expectations.



Where to Go



Downtown Dallas/Deep Ellum


The city center houses important history and art museums that top the list of Dallas attractions. Dealey Plaza, the site of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination in 1963, still fascinates visitors. Spanning 19 blocks, the Dallas Arts District bursts with activity most of the year. Besides the major sights, event venues, and all-star restaurants, downtown has a mostly commercial feel compared to the more community-oriented neighborhoods around it. Although the city has invested in more public spaces, locals don’t spend much time here when they leave the office—that’s what Deep Ellum is for. A few blocks east of downtown, it’s the heart of Dallas nightlife.
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Dealey Plaza





Lakewood/East Dallas


The diverse landscape of Lakewood and East Dallas ranges from the peaceful nature of White Rock Lake and iconic turn-of-the-20th-century mansions to the walkable Greenville Avenue restaurant and shopping strip. The sense of pride is palpable here because these thriving destinations resulted from grassroots neighborhood planning rather than big Dallas money.
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White Rock Lake





Uptown/Oak Lawn/Design District


Situated side by side just north of downtown, these neighborhoods smoothly transition from one to the next, but each is distinct. Uptown has historical charm hidden within its new mixed-use real estate, drawing young professionals who enjoy the proximity to trendy restaurants. Oak Lawn is home to an LGBT community where no one feels like an outsider, whether chilling at a dive bar or dancing under neon lights. The more upscale Design District is a haven for contemporary fashion and interior design galleries along with well-established antiques shops.


Park Cities


These separate municipalities, Highland Park and University Park, include some of Dallas’s wealthiest enclaves as well as Southern Methodist University’s college-town environment. The area embodies the perception of Dallas as rich, white, and conservative, though it is not lacking in culture. The Meadows Museum at SMU boasts some of the most significant Spanish art in the world, for example, and NorthPark Center brings diverse communities together with festivals throughout the year.


West Dallas/Oak Cliff


The neighborhoods south of the Trinity River have a communal spirit unlike anywhere else in the city, and their recent gentrification has drawn comparisons to Austin and Brooklyn. In the Bishop Arts District, and along Davis Street and Jefferson Boulevard, you’ll find artisan shops and small-scale event spaces. A closer look at this neighborhood reveals a community of young artists and entrepreneurs, devoted baby boomers who grew up here and never left, and a majority Hispanic population looking to retain its place in a rapidly changing landscape.


Downtown Fort Worth


It features top attractions like Bass Performance Hall and Sundance Square, but downtown Fort Worth is more than an entertainment district. You’ll find plenty of service businesses and great transportation options—like the trolley and the bike-share program—that give the neighborhood a more livable, down-home feel compared to Dallas’s city center.


West Fort Worth


This neighborhood is home to the Fort Worth Cultural District, which boasts world-renowned art museums and performing arts centers along with long-standing restaurants and shops. In recent years, West 7th Street has been redeveloped into a vibrant live-work-play area, akin to Dallas’s Uptown, attracting young professionals. The west side of town is also where you’ll find the best outdoor recreation along the Trinity River.


Northside


The Fort Worth Stockyards are the center of the action north of downtown, featuring rodeos every weekend, daily cattle drives, old-fashioned honky-tonks and saloons, steak houses, and souvenir shopping. Elsewhere, the Coyote Drive-In is a popular destination for families and nightlife seekers alike.


Southside/TCU


The area has charming, historic neighborhoods full of early-20th-century architecture. Magnolia Avenue has exploded into a “restaurant row,” featuring a variety of locally owned cafes, bars, and live music venues. Near Texas Christian University, you’ll find a college-town vibe along with more upscale shopping centers.


When to Go


You can get the most out of your visit to Dallas and Fort Worth in the spring (March-May) or fall (September-November) when the milder temperatures help accommodate some of the best events—from the Deep Ellum Arts Festival in April to the State Fair of Texas in October. During these months, you can fully explore the city on foot or by bike without risking heat stroke.
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Ferris wheel at the State Fair of Texas





The summer routinely sees triple-digit temperatures that make it hard to justify leaving the house. If you’re stuck in Dallas around this time, splurge on a nice hotel with an indoor pool and a breezy bar. From flash floods to ice storms, the winter brings unpredictable weather that could ruin your best-laid plans (e.g., Dallas’s attempt to host Super Bowl XLV).



The Best of Dallas and Fort Worth



It takes at least a week to soak up all that Dallas and Fort Worth have to offer. That’s due in part to the tricky transportation; getting from one region to another can be cumbersome without a car. Curate a two-day trip carefully to hit as many highlights as possible without wasting any time navigating the auto-centric metropolis. This sample itinerary will help you make the best of a typical weekend.


Day 1


Get an early start in downtown Dallas with coffee at at Murray Street Coffee. From there, head to the West End’s Dealey Plaza, where President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963. If you arrive before the Sixth Floor Museum opens at 10am, explore the Grassy Knoll and the JFK Memorial Plaza first to maximize your time.


From Dealey Plaza, hop on the D Link, that flashy pink and yellow shuttle you see around downtown, and ride to the Dallas Arts District. You could easily spend the rest of the day here touring the art museums: the Dallas Museum of Art, the Nasher Sculpture Center, and the Crow Collection of Asian Art. Stroll through Klyde Warren Park, a stunning green space situated on a freeway deck with skyline views. You can also experience the park at night; it stays open until 11pm. Grab a food truck snack, catch a yoga session, or take in a concert on the lawn.
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Klyde Warren Park





For a late night, go barhopping in Deep Ellum, the city’s liveliest neighborhood between 10pm and 2am. Hit Twilite Lounge for an old Hollywood vibe, Adair’s Saloon if you’re in a honky-tonk mood, or the It’ll Do Club where some of the best DJs in town bring crowds to the dance floor. For those midnight calorie cravings, join the line at Serious Pizza for a massive slice of New York-style pie; the place stays open until 3am on weekends.




Fun and Cheap


It’s easy to run up a tab exploring Dallas and Fort Worth’s vast landscape of museums, restaurants, and shops. Still, there are plenty of ways to enjoy the cities on a budget.


Sightseeing


The free Dallas Streetcar runs every 20 minutes 5:30am-midnight. Ride from Union Station downtown across the Trinity River to the Bishop Arts District in Oak Cliff. Browse the mom-and-pop boutiques up and down the redbrick paths of Bishop Avenue. Stop to snap some pictures in front of the neighborhood murals, including the provocative portrait of Lee Harvey Oswald. Don’t leave Bishop Arts without a visit to Emporium Pies; the $5 splurge is definitely worth it.


Take a ride on the free McKinney Avenue Trolley from Uptown to all the Dallas Arts District hot spots. Other than some special exhibitions, the Dallas Museum of Art is always free, including a docent tour at 2pm Saturdays. Channel your inner child at the museum’s Art Stop where you can sketch, draw, or sculpt your own artwork from available objects. Peek inside the Cathedral Shrine of Guadalupe, and admire its 19th-century Gothic Revival architecture.


Spend an afternoon at the Fort Worth Stockyards where you can watch a twice-daily cattle drive at 11:30am or 4pm, and go souvenir shopping at Stockyards Station.
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Fort Worth Stockyards cattle drive





Find your Zen at the Fort Worth Water Gardens, a modern architectural marvel that you may recognize from the 1976 sci-fi flick Logan’s Run. It’s especially beautiful at night against the city skyline.


Food & Drink


If you can resist the temptation to buy every vendor’s homemade salsa or hand-poured candle, a stroll through the Dallas Farmers Market won’t cost you a dime (plus, free samples). Along the perimeter of the Shed, you’ll find purveyors of seasonal produce, free-range meats, and fresh cheeses. Inside are more offbeat artisanal items like banana pudding and habanero jam. Swing by the indoor market for more shops and vendors. If it’s happy hour pull up a barstool at Taqueria La Ventana for $2 margaritas.


A couple of blocks off the McKinney Avenue Trolley line in Uptown, spend happy hour at Parliament, a swanky 1900s-era lounge that serves up some of the fanciest-yet-affordable house cocktails for around $5.


Recreation


Spend the day outdoors without spending any money. Take a stroll on the 9.3-mile White Rock Lake Loop Trail and absorb the scene of rowers, bird-watchers, nature photographers, and hard-core athletes. Linger at Winfrey Point and TP Hill, the park’s highest points.


For just $10 a day (10am-3pm), you can rent a bike from Dallas City Tour and go sightseeing around downtown or hit the neighborhood trails. Hop on the Katy Trail from its southern terminus and ride through Uptown, or head east on the Santa Fe Trail all the way to White Rock Lake.






Day 2



Spend your second 24 hours in Fort Worth, beginning with breakfast at Paris Coffee Shop, a local institution and the most authentic glimpse into the city’s cowboy character.


Next, make your way to the Fort Worth Cultural District for a day of world-class art, beginning at the Kimbell Art Museum. While the collection is small, you’ll want to spend a few hours lingering inside the Louis Khan-designed building. Then, head to the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, the Kimbell’s counterpart for post-World War II talent.


Weather permitting, spend the rest of the daylight hours walking or biking along the Trinity River. The surrounding park features a duck pond, a picturesque bridge, shady lounge areas, and a tiny fishing pier. Before embarking on the quintessential country-and-western evening, make a detour to Angelo’s for local barbecue that far outshines the touristy restaurants.


Arrive at the Fort Worth Stockyards in time for the 8pm championship rodeo every Friday and Saturday. Watch competitive bull riders, cattle roping, and barrel racing along with rodeo clowns offering comic relief. After the show, go two-stepping at Billy Bob’s Texas, the massive nightclub frequented by country music legends. Ride the mechanical bull, play pool, sing karaoke, or grab a late-night bite from the Honky Tonk Kitchen.


With More Time


If you have more time to spend in Dallas, dedicate a few daytime hours to Deep Ellum. Although known for its nightlife, the walkable neighborhood east of downtown offers plenty of afternoon diversions. Start at Pecan Lodge for the best barbecue brisket in Texas. Get in line before the restaurant opens at 11am, and be prepared to wait. After lunch, take a self-guided tour of Deep Ellum street art. Check out the Dallas Morning News’s mobile-friendly walking guide to 42 murals: www.interactives.dallasnews.com/2016/deep-ellum/42-murals.


In Fort Worth, head to the Fort Worth Stockyards earlier in the day to see one of the twice-daily cattle drives at 11:30am or 4pm. You can also catch a historical reenactment of the original Pawnee Bill’s Wild West Show on Saturdays at 2:30pm and 4:30pm in the Cowtown Coliseum. Dating to 1909, the show features cowboy trick roping, shooting, and riding. Tickets are $11.50-18.50.




Best Eats


• Barbecue at Pecan Lodge: There’s a reason the line extends down the block every single weekend—it’s that good. This Deep Ellum outpost opens at 11am, but people start lining up at least a half hour sooner for the mouthwatering brisket smoked to perfection.


• Cheeseburger and tots at Keller’s Drive-in: Forget the fancy $15 burgers touted at trendy Dallas hotspots. The 50-year-old Keller’s Drive-in harks back to a simpler time. For less than $3, chow down on a juicy double-meat patty in a poppy seed bun and take in the old-school carhop ambience.


• Chicken-fried steak at Fred’s Texas Café: Often overlooked amid the popular burgers, Fred’s chicken-fried steak is some of the best you’ll find in Dallas and Fort Worth. The first indication? Its sheer size, covering the plate edge to edge.


• Fuel City Tacos: Set inside a truck stop, this roadside taco stand is a local legend for its super-simple street tacos made with corn tortillas, meat, onions, and cilantro. Plus, you can’t beat the atmosphere: the Dallas skyline in one direction, and a pasture of longhorns in the other.


• Fletcher’s Corny Dog at the Texas State Fair: What could be so great about “America’s original corn dog”? If you’re lucky enough to visit Dallas during fair season, you’ll find out. There’s just something special about this hand-battered, deep-fried hot dog that cannot be replicated.


• Margarita at Joe T. Garcia’s: Dallas is the birthplace of the frozen margarita, so there’s a lot of competition. However, you might do better to try this Tex-Mex institution in Fort Worth. Pair it with an enchilada dinner in the restaurant’s garden villa.


• Mile-High Cream Pie at Norma’s Café: Perhaps the most famous dessert in town, this pie is a slice of heaven with creamy filling topped with a thick and fluffy meringue. The Oak Cliff-based diner created the confection in 1959, and it has stood the test of time.
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Mile-High Cream Pie at Norma’s Café





• Tortilla soup at The Mansion at Turtle Creek: Throughout the Mansion’s long history as one of the finest restaurants in Dallas, one recipe has received more acclaim than any artfully plated cuisine: the tortilla soup. Legendary Dallas chef Dean Fearing created the dish decades ago, and it’s a mainstay of the Mansion’s menu.
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Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
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Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended Sights


S Best History Museum: Nothing shaped Dallas more than the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. The Sixth Floor Museum features a comprehensive exhibit that puts the national tragedy into greater perspective (click here).


S Best Community Gathering Space: Transformed from freeway to green space, Klyde Warren Park is a shining example of creative city planning. The bustling park is also a prime spot for people watching (click here).
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Klyde Warren Park





S Best Way to Get Around: Linking Downtown Dallas and Uptown, the McKinney Avenue Trolley adds some vintage charm to your modern-day sightseeing. Plus, it’s free (click here).


S Best Look at Recent History: Regardless of your political leanings, the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum features a fascinating display of the Bush years (click here).


S Best Neighborhood Gateway: The newest addition to the Dallas skyline, the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge helped create a vibrant dining and entertainment scene in West Dallas (click here).


S Best Downtown Charm: In stark contrast to Dallas, the historic Sundance Square gives downtown Fort Worth a refreshing, small-town vibe. The free parking and 24-hour security helps, too (click here).


S Best Glimpse of Cowboy Culture: At the Fort Worth Stockyards, the city’s western heritage is on display daily in the form of rodeos, bull riding and cattle drives (click here).





Dallas and Fort Worth feature the old and the new. Travelers can spend half a day buried in archives that document the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, then spend the other half soaking up the contemporary architecture of the nearby Dallas Arts District. From historic preservation to urban creativity, the region has more than a few surprises.


Every weekend, weather permitting, locals gather atop a Downtown Dallas freeway deck to toss Frisbees, play croquet, watch their kids run and romp through fountains, or just take a shady afternoon nap. The strip of concrete once carried thousands of cars commuting through the city. Now, replaced with lush grass and various amenities, Klyde Warren Park brings people together at the human scale. In fact, you can ditch the car altogether in this part of town. Fully restored vintage trolley cars transport visitors between Downtown and Uptown, rolling beneath soaring skyscrapers and past newly constructed shopping centers.


The stunning white arch of the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge—and the rest of the skyline—is best viewed from the West Dallas Gateway where you can walk along the adjacent pedestrian bridge.


If you’re seeking Old West archetypes, you’ll find the best of them in Fort Worth, “where the West begins.” North of town, cowboys herd cattle through the cobblestone streets of the Fort Worth Stockyards. Cowboy culture also serves as the backdrop of Sundance Square in downtown, where a massive mural of longhorns pays tribute to the 19th century livestock industry.


From dusty cattle trails to fancy bridges, sightseeing around Dallas and Fort Worth blends the past with the present.








	
Downtown Dallas


	Map 1 (tap here)









DALLAS HERITAGE VILLAGE


In the shadow of the city’s glossy skyscrapers lies 20 acres frozen in time. Dallas Heritage Village contains the largest collection of 19th-century pioneer structures in Texas. About 24,000 artifacts compose the permanent installation, illustrating what it was like to live and work during the frontier days of Dallas. The collection includes Victorian furnishings and accessories, medical tools, and fascinating archival photographs. On a walk down “Main Street,” you can watch a blacksmith at work, and peek into the library or the saloon. Guided tours are available, providing a more curated experience; they last no more than two hours. Arrive after 1pm to avoid school field trips, and pack a picnic to enjoy in the park.


MAP 1: 1515 S. Harwood St., 214/421-5141, www.dallasheritagevillage.org; Tues.-Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. noon-4pm; adults $9, seniors $7, children $5


DALLAS WORLD AQUARIUM


Located in downtown’s historic West End, the Dallas World Aquarium features five exhibits not limited to underwater creatures. The first thing you’ll see is a multilevel, spiraling rain forest full of free-flying exotic birds, lazy two-toed sloths, and other critters. Throughout the aquarium and zoo, you’ll find giant river otters, crocodiles, and many species of monkeys. A 20,000-gallon tunnel surrounds visitors with curious creatures from the tropical waters of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, such as the pot-bellied seahorse and harlequin shrimp. Ticket prices are a bit steep—two adults will pay over $40—but there’s a lot to see here. Expect to spend all day, and arrive early to beat the afternoon crowds.


MAP 1: 1801 N. Griffin St., 214/720-2224, www.dwazoo.com; daily 10am-5pm; adults $20.95, seniors $16.95, children $14.95, under 2 free



S SIXTH FLOOR MUSEUM



The former Texas School Book Depository became known as something else on November 22, 1963, when President John F. Kennedy’s assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, perched from the building’s 6th-floor window and fired the fatal shots that changed Dallas forever. Its image tarnished, the city was not eager to preserve the building; it was even in danger of being demolished. After Dallas finally reckoned with the horrific yet historic event, the structure overlooking Dealey Plaza was opened as the Sixth Floor Museum on Presidents Day in 1989. The crime scene itself has been re-created to its condition just 45 minutes after the assassination, with boxes of books stacked haphazardly and a replica of the rifle used. The historical exhibit chronicles the events with images, video footage, artifacts, and crime scene evidence so engaging you can’t look away—especially when using the audio guide, included with admission.


As you leave the museum and walk toward the infamous Grassy Knoll, a ragtag group of conspiracy theorists offer their side of the story, usually involving a second shooter. After you roam the grounds of Dealey Plaza, look for the white “X” on the road, marking the exact spot where Kennedy was shot.


Buy tickets online in advance to reserve a spot; the museum only lets a certain amount of people in at 30-minute intervals. Peak vacation times—summer, spring break, the holidays—draw huge crowds, so plan ahead and be prepared to wait. At other times of the year, crowds are unpredictable, but there’s rarely a day without JFK tourists.


MAP 1: 411 Elm St., 214/747-6660, www.jfk.org; Mon. noon-6pm, Tues.-Sun. 10am-6pm; adults $16, seniors $14, youth $13, children under 5 free



S KLYDE WARREN PARK



One of the most ambitious (and wildly successful) projects Dallas has undertaken in recent years is the 5-acre freeway deck green space known as Klyde Warren Park. In 2012, eight lanes of concrete once clogged with cars were transformed into a privately managed public green space. The linear park connects the Dallas Arts District with the rest of downtown and Uptown, and features a range of free activities on any given day. Several playground areas will occupy the kids for a couple of hours. There are also bistro tables, free board games, a small dog park, a walking path, and plenty of open space for picnics and lounging. Local food trucks line up during lunchtime most days, while a brick-and-mortar restaurant, Savor Gastropub, serves brunch, dinner, and cocktails. Check the online calendar for recurring events like yoga sessions, story time, live music, and movie screenings.


MAP 1: 2012 Woodall Rodgers Freeway, 214/716-4500, www.klydewarrenpark.org


OLD RED MUSEUM


Built in 1892 as the Dallas County Courthouse, the Old Red Museum offers a thorough history lesson on local culture and a peek at stunning Romanesque Revival-style architecture. Play close attention to the details like the four mythical serpent sculptures that adorn the top and the stately clock tower that illuminates at night. Inside, the grand staircase has been restored to its original glory along with the 100 or so stained glass windows. You can receive a free guided tour of all four floors of the building at 2pm Monday-Friday, but call ahead first. Four permanent exhibits chronicle the history of Dallas, beginning with the first settlement in 1841 and continuing through the turn of 21st century.


MAP 1: 100 S. Houston St., 214/757-1914, www.oldred.org; daily 9am-5pm; general admission $10, seniors, students, and military $8, children under 3 free


PIONEER PLAZA


This park’s bronze herd of 49 longhorn steers commemorates the 19th-century cattle drives that brought the early settlers to what we now know as Dallas. Located just outside the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center, Pioneer Plaza is a neat display, especially for kids, set among trees, native plants, and water features. Although good for the classic tourist photo if you’re already in the area, it’s not worth going out of your way. Wander over to the adjacent Pioneer Park Cemetery, which includes graves dating back more than 150 years.


MAP 1: 1428 Young St., 214/953-1184


REUNION TOWER


It’s the most recognizable feature of the Dallas skyline, stretching 561 feet into the sky, but Reunion Tower (aka “the Ball”) is only the 15th-tallest building in the city. What it lacks in height it makes up for in 360-degree immersive views of downtown. It’s hard to imagine what Dallas looked like before the tower was built in 1978. The circular architecture was designed to accommodate the revolving restaurant at the top of the ball, which is home to chef Wolfgang Puck’s Five Sixty restaurant. In 2008, the tower underwent a $23 million renovation to its interior. A few years later, the high-tech GeO-Deck opened, making the Ball more accessible. In addition to the view, you can explore touch screens and interactive games. For the best view, visit just before sunset to see the myriad colors reflecting off the skyscrapers. For just a few dollars more, you can do both with the Day and Night ticket, which gets you onto the deck twice in one day.


MAP 1: 300 Reunion Blvd., 214/712-7040, www.reuniontower.com; Geo-Deck Sun.-Thurs. 10:30am-8:30pm, Fri.-Sat. 10:30am-9:30pm; Wolfgang Five Sixty Sun.-Thurs. 5-10pm, Fri.-Sat. 5-11pm; general admission $8-17, Day and Night $13-22


THANKS-GIVING SQUARE


During a hectic day of sightseeing, Thanks-Giving Square is a quiet, calming retreat amid towering skyscrapers and downtown traffic. Established in 1976 by public-private partnership, the park and chapel are meant to foster gratitude among visitors regardless of their spiritual affiliation. The most striking feature is the spiraling stained glass ceiling inside the chapel. To capture the city’s most photographed landmark, just lie flat on the chapel floor with your camera pointed straight up. Thanks-Giving Square also features a cascading waterfall and three granite pillars that frame the public space.


MAP 1: 1627 Pacific Ave., 214/969-1977, www.thanksgiving.org; free








	Lakewood/East Dallas

	Map 2 (tap here)









DALLAS ARBORETUM AND BOTANICAL GARDEN


Flanking the wild prairies of White Rock Lake is a very different kind of park: a perfectly manicured display that has become one of the top arboretums in the world. The Dallas Arboretum boasts 66 acres of gardens, each with its own character. There are endless beds of roses and tulips, lush lawns perfect for picnicking, and gorgeous walkways. You could spend all day taking photographs; it’s a prime place for special event pictures. A few highlights include Crape Myrtle Alley, where the trees form a long tunnel; Pecan Grove, where you can see cherry blossoms in spring and about 50,000 pumpkin varieties in the fall; and the Rory Meyers Children’s Adventure Garden, which has racked up national awards for its 150 educational activities and breathtaking views of the lake. Arrive after 2pm on weekdays to avoid the crowds. The arboretum’s two biggest events are Dallas Blooms in the spring, and Autumn at the Arboretum in the fall. Visit during those seasons to get the most out of the park. Check the website for discounts year-round.


MAP 2: 8525 Garland Rd., 214/515-6500, www.dallasarboretum.org; daily 9am-5pm; adults $15, seniors $12, children $10, 2 and under free


FAIR PARK


Most visitors find their way to Fair Park to attend a big annual event—from the iconic State Fair of Texas to the fantastic Fourth of July fireworks show. But this 277-acre historic site is best appreciated on its own, un-obscured by throngs of festivalgoers. Debuting in 1936 with the Texas Centennial Exposition, Fair Park is a relic of an era when officials constructed mini-cities within their cities to display new ideas to the public in the form of art, architecture, nature shows, and technological exhibits. Today, Fair Park is the last surviving pre-1950s world’s fair site in the United States, featuring the country’s largest collection of art deco designs. Visitors can tour the fairgrounds on foot using a map marked with about 60 stops where you can access information via cellphone. Fair Park also houses several museums worth visiting such as the Hall of State, which was built for the Texas Centennial; the Texas Discovery Gardens, home to a butterfly house and insectarium; and the Children’s Aquarium.


MAP 2: 1121 First Ave., 214/426-3400, www.fairpark.org; Fairground hours: daily 10am-5pm; admission to the fairgrounds is free, special event fees vary; Hall of State: free admission, unless otherwise noted during special events; Texas Discovery Gardens: $8 adults, $6 seniors, $4 children; Children’s Aquarium at Fair Park: $8 adult, $6 seniors and children, free ages 2 and under








	Uptown

	Map 3 (tap here)









FREEDMAN’S MEMORIAL


A towering granite archway marks the entrance to this important piece of Dallas history. The remains of thousands of freed slaves rest in Freedman’s Memorial, commemorating the post-Civil War town, established in 1869, by the same name. The memorial features several heart-wrenching bronze sculptures depicting slaves, but you won’t find many tombstones here. That’s because most residents couldn’t afford them, and the graves went unmarked. In fact, part of the burial ground wasn’t even discovered until the widening of Central Expressway in 1990 unearthed the remains. After that, about 1,500 more graves were found and moved to what became Freedman’s Memorial.


MAP 3: N. Central Expy. and Calvary Dr.



GREENWOOD CEMETERY



Hidden behind an ivy-covered brick wall just a block or so from Uptown’s barhopping nightlife, Greenwood Cemetery feels completely undiscovered. Established as Trinity Cemetery in 1875, the historic burial ground has a spookier vibe than its neighboring cemeteries. Perhaps it emanates from the graves of Dallas’s earliest and most prominent residents, whose stories ended tragically. One former mayor, Benjamin Long, was shot and killed in a saloon while trying to stop a theft. Attorney J. M. Thurmond was shot dead in a courtroom during an argument with a rival attorney. Greenwood Cemetery also includes the graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers, their tombstones stained black with age.


MAP 3: 3020 Oak Grove Ave.


OLD CALVARY CEMETERY


This slice of Dallas history lies in the shadow of the CityPlace residential tower, just off the Central Expressway. But once you start down the tree-shaded stone path in Old Calvary Cemetery, you’ll forget all about the frenzied modern life occurring outside. Established in 1878, this historic burial ground served Dallas’s early settlers from France, Ireland, Italy, Germany, Poland, and Czechoslovakia. The most notable grave is that of Maxime Guillot, marked by a large stone pillar. The bilingual carriage maker opened Dallas’s first manufacturing plant in the early 1850s and served as an interpreter for the French colonists of La Reunion in present-day Oak Cliff. Burials ceased at Old Calvary around 1945 after the larger Calvary Hill Cemetery was established farther north.


MAP 3: 2500 N. Hall St.


TEMPLE EMANU-EL CEMETERY AND MAUSOLEUM


The final resting place for Dallas’s early Jewish settlers, the Temple Emanu-El Cemetery and Mausoleum dates back to 1884. The German-born immigrants buried here were among the first to arrive in Dallas via the Texas and Pacific Railroad, which marked the beginning of the city’s enormous commercial growth. The Jewish community played a prominent role in Dallas’s legendary retail industry. The tombstones bear some big names: Sanger, of what became the Sanger-Harris department store chain; Linz, of Linz Jewelers, operating through the 1980s; and the most famous, Neiman, of Neiman-Marcus. The small but beautifully maintained cemetery still serves Temple Emanu-El, one of the largest reform congregations in the Southwest.


MAP 3: 3430 Howell St.



S MCKINNEY AVENUE TROLLEY



The adorable antique trolley cars running through Uptown are hard to miss amid the neighborhood’s modern architecture and luxury SUVs. The McKinney Avenue Transit Authority (MATA) operates five early-20th-century cars that have been completely restored—and they’re not just for show. These vintage streetcars provide practical transportation around Uptown and Downtown Dallas for tourists exploring the city and locals headed to work. They’re always free to ride and they connect with other public transportation, including the DART train and the Katy Trail. Each trolley has a name and a story. For example, “Betty” was built in 1926. When she went out of service 30 years later, she became a playhouse for the grandchildren of the Dallas railway company president. Like all of the trolley cars, Betty was restored to her original state inside and out, with the addition of air-conditioning, of course.




[image: image]


McKinney Avenue Trolley







Historic Cemeteries


Perhaps no other place in Dallas contains such a stark juxtaposition of the past and the present as the trendy Uptown neighborhood, which is home to a cluster of centuries-old cemeteries. All four burial grounds are within walking distance of each other, providing a fascinating and convenient history lesson. Start at Greenwood Cemetery (3020 Oak Grove Ave.) to learn about some of Dallas’s founders, then head north to Temple Emanu-El Cemetery and Mausoleum (3430 Howell St.) for a look at the city’s rich Jewish heritage. Next is Freedman’s Memorial (N. Central Expy. and Calvary Dr.), which honors a once forgotten community of freed slaves. End your self-guided tour at Old Calvary Cemetery (2500 N. Hall St.) where the city’s early European settlers rest.
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