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Confidence: The Missing Substance of Faith
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The Missing Ingredient


DO YOU GET results every time you pray? Are you experiencing the full manifestation of God’s promises of healing, provision and deliverance in your daily life?


For most believers, the answer to these questions is a frustrated “no.” In fact, for too many, prayer is more like a roll of the dice than an exercise in faith. Other times it may seem like the show Let’s Make a Deal!, in which Christians try to bargain with God in an attempt to get Him to move on their behalf. Still other believers resort to asking for signs (omens, proof or hard evidence) in an attempt to gain some assurance that God will meet their needs before they fully believe the Word of God.


You probably recognize yourself in one of the above examples. I think we’ve all been there at one time or another in our lives. I don’t need to tell you that all of the straining and striving to get God to move on your behalf can be a disheartening experience. However, I’ve got news for you. Not only does that kind of prayer not work very well, it’s totally unnecessary!


God never intended for His children to beg, plead or bargain for His promises to be fulfilled in their lives. His earnest desire is that you experience abundant life—the full manifestation of every promise in His Word. That means total provision, prosperity, absolute health, well-being and deliverance from all oppression.


So why aren’t most Christians, despite all of their confessing and believing, experiencing that kind of life? Why do we still bombard heaven with “roll the dice” prayers and “let’s make a deal” petitions? The answer is profoundly simple. Each of the aforementioned methods of prayer has a common missing element. They lack the one key component that will energize your faith and revolutionize your prayer life. That missing ingredient is confidence.


What Is Confidence?


Confidence means, “assurance; complete and total persuasion.” It also closely parallels the meaning of “trust.” When you trust something, you have confidence in it. For example, when it rains, I open my umbrella, confident in the fact that it will shield me from the rain. There is no doubt in my mind that that umbrella will keep me dry; I trust its ability to do that. Confidence is the quality which enables you to endure and overcome adversity. It causes you to undertake a difficult task with diligence. You’ll never take a firm stand for something without first having confidence.


Another term closely identified with confidence is “boldness.” In fact, boldness can often be used interchangeably with confidence when talking about spiritual principles. That’s because, in Scripture, both words are derived from the same Greek root word. Don’t get the wrong idea, however. Many of us have a distorted concept of what boldness is. We tend to think it means seeing how loud you can talk or how belligerent you can be. That’s not boldness—that’s your flesh.


Finally, boldness is intricately tied to the concepts of “yieldedness” and “obedience.” There can be no true obedience where there is no confidence. Nor can you yield yourself to someone whom you don’t trust. Your confidence is the ingredient that makes your faith work. It might be the missing piece to your faith puzzle.


Study Questions




	What is God’s earnest desire for your life?


	Why does it matter whether we pray with confidence or not?


	What can you do today to build the kind of confidence that will energize your faith and revolutionize your prayer life?





My prayer in the confidence of God’s Word. . .
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The Power of Confidence


PEOPLE HAVE SAID to me, “Brother Dollar, I know I have faith, yet my faith doesn’t seem to be producing anything.” This is a complaint I’ve heard too many times to count. If you can identify with that statement, take comfort in knowing that there’s probably nothing wrong with your faith. You may simply be lacking the vital ingredient of confidence.


Confidence is the force that launches your faith. It propels faith forward just like rocket boosters send a space shuttle into orbit. Trying to operate your faith without the force of confidence is like trying to take off in an airplane that has no engines. There’s probably nothing wrong with the overall structural integrity of the plane; it’s simply missing a crucial element.


Some people might say, “Brother Dollar, I’ve confessed prosperity scriptures over and over, and my bills still aren’t getting paid.” You can quote scriptures until you’re hoarse, but if confidence doesn’t rise up and propel your faith, you won’t receive the manifestation of your confessions. Speaking words of faith is not enough; even acting on those words is not enough. You must have confidence in those words for them to have the power to change your circumstances; and that comes only through meditating the Word of God until it becomes more real to you than your situation or circumstance. This is called establishing your heart in the Word of God.


Think of it this way: Have you ever seen a mother take her small child to the bus stop and put him on the school bus? It is confidence that allows the mother to put her child on the bus and walk away. Confidence is like a mother. It takes faith by the hand, leads it to a “bus stop” in your life, and sends it on its way to reach its desired destination. It is the force that energizes and activates your words.


Just because you open your mouth and say something doesn’t mean those words are full of confidence. Many Christians make empty confessions thinking that repeatedly saying the same things will get results; it becomes a religious activity with no power behind it.


Only when your heart is established in the Word of God will confidence rise from within you. The difference between speaking empty words and words that are backed by the force of faith will be apparent by the results that you get. For example, imagine that there are two singers standing in front of a crowd. The first singer squeaks out a song in a weak, trembling voice. Then the second singer performs the same song and gives a commanding performance, belting out the song with enthusiasm. What is the difference between the two? One singer sings with confidence, while the other one isn’t as convinced of his talent. The confident singer will make an impact on his audience while the other singer’s listeners will pick up on his timidity.


Fill Up Your Words


Don’t misunderstand. Words are important; however, alone they cannot change your circumstances. They are simply spiritual containers, and what you fill them with is what makes the difference.


Imagine an empty glass beside a pitcher of water. In order for the glass to become full of water, some outside force has to move the pitcher and pour the water into the glass. Confidence can be likened to that force which pours the water from the pitcher (faith that comes by hearing the Word of God) into the glass (your words). Simply put, confidence pours faith into your words, and then your faith-filled words go into action when spoken!


The missing link in many believers’ spiritual lives is confidence. They have faith. They have the corresponding action that must accompany faith. However, what they’ve lacked is the force of confidence to get the whole process moving. We’ve wanted the water in the glass but we have not been able to get it from the pitcher into the glass because we haven’t understood the importance of confidence.


It Ain’t Over ’Til It’s Over


What does confidence look like? A good example can be found in Habakkuk 3:17-18: “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.”


Now here’s a man with confidence! His crops have failed; his livestock has been destroyed; nothing is going right for him. Yet how does he respond to his circumstances? He says, “I will rejoice in the Lord.” Why is he so optimistic in the face of such adversity? Verse 19 says, “The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places.. . .” This person had a revelation of God’s love for Him in spite of His circumstances and it boosted his confidence in God’s delivering power.


Remember, it’s not over until it’s over—someone has to win. Will it be you or the devil? You can’t just quit because of the circumstances that you may face. Like Habakkuk, you must hold on to your confidence no matter what the situation looks like. You must know—even though the light bill is due, the phone company is threatening to disconnect you and your next paycheck is a week away—that the Lord will bring you through. You must make Him your confidence.


Study Questions




	What gives words the power to change your circumstances?


	Have you ever prayed for something and felt like your prayers went unanswered? What do you think was really going on?


	How can Habakkuk 3:17-18 inspire you to pray with confidence?





My prayer in the confidence of God’s Word. . .
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Understanding the Force of Confidence


WHEN YOU’RE FULL of confidence, you know “in your knower” that God’s Word is going to produce exactly what it says It will, no matter how bad the present circumstances may seem.


How do you develop that kind of confidence? Before you can begin to cultivate the kind of unshakeable confidence that will move your faith to new heights, you must first have a greater biblical understanding of what it is and how it works.


Fully Persuaded


When you think of confidence, think about a person who is fully persuaded. This person can’t be moved from his or her stance. A perfect example of a confident person is Abraham: “And [Abraham] being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform” (Romans 4:21).
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